
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24th March 2020 
 
Dear Year 11 and 13 students and parents  
 
Public Examinations cancelled this summer 
 
As you are aware, the government has announced that GCSE and A-level exams, 
due to take place this summer are cancelled and that students will be given a grade 
based on various criteria. Exactly how this will work is, as yet, unconfirmed; please 
do not email your teacher or the school about your grade as they have no more 
information than contained in this letter. I would also like to point out that these are 
the government’s thoughts at this moment in time. Things may change. I will update 
you as soon as we have received more concrete information.  
 
Official information from the government 
 
The government’s most recent thoughts on this can be found here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-
ofgcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-
a-levels-in2020.  
 
This is a very unsettling time for us all and we appreciate the anxiety and 
disappointment you must be feeling knowing that the exams you have been focussed 
on for so long are now not going to take place. Many of you feel robbed of the 
opportunity to show what you can do and are concerned about whether the grade 
you will be awarded will reflect what you feel you are capable of. All we can do as a 
school at this point is try and reassure you. We know that student performance 
improves between the mocks and the final exams. We know that many of you 
realised how hard you actually needed to work and have begun working much harder 
since your mocks; we know that the majority of you have been working that hard for 
a very long time!  
 
Arriving at a predicted grade 
 
We understand that, for some of you, additional interventions and provisions were 
being discussed which may have helped you achieve even better in your exams and 
whilst our grades have to be robust and realistic, we know that all we want is for you 
to have the fairest and best outcomes possible. So far, the government has 
confirmed that they will ask schools for a predicted grade for each student for each 
subject. We are likely to be asked to take a lot of different pieces of information into 
account when deciding on that grade, at the moment, they have not disclosed what 
information they will require from us. 
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The predicted grade we will pass onto the government may not be the same grade 
as you have seen on previous reports. At this time, we do not know whether we will 
be allowed to share that grade with you. The government has said that they will 
consider this grade alongside your previous performance in other national exams as 
well as considering other factors such as the past performance of the school. The 
grade we provide them with will not necessarily be the grade that you receive. The 
government has suggested that you will receive your final grades by the end of July.  
 
Appeal process and the opportunity to sit an exam 
 
There will be a mechanism to appeal against the process if you wish to, although it is 
unclear how this will work. If you are still unhappy with the outcome, the government 
has said that students will have the opportunity to sit an exam “at the earliest 
possible time” and that they will also be able to sit their exams alongside the year 
group below in Summer 2021.  
 
Continue to study, continue to learn 
 
One thing is clear, it is important that you keep learning and exercising your brain! 
You will all continue learning, whether in sixth form, at university or in the workplace. 
So please continue to complete work set for you by your teachers. However, the 
need to do pure revision and memorisation for your exams will not be necessary at 
this time, even if you choose to sit your exams “at the earliest possible time”. 
   
It is also important for you to consider what you can do to stay enriched; watch films 
related to what you may want to do in the future, listen to podcasts, take the time to 
take up a new hobby or skill. It is also important that you look after your mental well-
being. Remember the advice given to you during assemblies; take breaks, eat well 
and keep a routine.  
 
We will continue to update you with information about how grades may be arrived at 
as we are notified. We will also be in touch, at a later date, to confirm end of year 
arrangements including your celebration event and other related matters.  
 
Until then, please try not to worry. Look after yourself and your family. This is a 
difficult, unprecedented time, but we will, you will, get through it. 
   
Yours sincerely 

 
Ann Marie Mulkerins 
Headteacher 

 


