

Your first point of contact is your child’s Form Tutor, then Year
Manager Ms Hughes, then Key Stage Leader Ms Mann if you have
any concerns



Encourage your child to join as many extra-curricular clubs as you
can. All students should be attending at least one! Ask your Form
Tutor if you need a copy of the extra-curricular timetable for this
term, you can also find this on the schools website



Ensure your child packs their bag the night before school to make
sure they bring the right books/equipment in to school with them



Aim for all homework to be completed on the night it is set. A
copy of your child's homework timetable can be found on Show
My Homework, with their school timetable, it may be useful to
have this displayed in a quiet working area at home



The LRC is open after school for students to complete homework if
they need to use a computer/print. Homework club is also on after
school from Monday to Thursday until 4pm if students require assistance with homework from teachers or teaching assistants



Recommend resources to help support your child with their homework and learning, such as BBC bitesize, resources in the LRC,
suitable websites and books



Your child should be wearing a watch to school, as we have rolling
breaks and lunchtimes

Timings for the event
5.30pm - 6.00pm R efreshm ents on
the concourse with your child’s Tutor and
Year Manager
6.00pm - 6.25pm Official start tim e
of the evening, Brief introduction in the
hall from Hannah Mann, KS3 Leader, information on CATs and Thresholds from
Owen Simkins, Deputy Headteacher
6.25pm - 6.55pm - Parents will attend
their first workshop
6.55pm - 7.00pm – Workshop changeover
7.00pm - 7.30pm - Parents will attend
their second and final workshop

Cognitive Abilities Test – CATsInformation for Year 7 Parents
Year 7 students are in the process of completing a series Cognitive Ability Tests, known as
CATs. Scores from these tests will be emailed to parents/carers once completed, below is
some information which you may find useful in interpreting the scores.
The tests are divided into 4 areas: verbal, non-verbal, mathematical and spatial. The scores
on each of the tests provide evidence about the students present level of development in:
thinking about shapes and patterns (Non-Verbal Reasoning), words (Verbal Reasoning),
numbers (Quantitative Reasoning) and some questions are answered by mentally generating
and transforming visual images (Spatial Ability).
The CATs measure developed abilities– they are not an IQ test.
The pattern of an individual’s scores can provide diagnostic information e.g indicate a
possible specific learning difficulties but also reveal strengths and weaknesses. Results help
teachers decide about the pace of learning that is right for a student and whether additional
support or challenge is needed.

Verbal Reasoning
The score on this test will usually reflect a student’s ability to use words as a medium of
thought. Tests of verbal reasoning are the best predictors of educational progress, as the
greater part of education is presented through verbal symbolism.
Quantitative Reasoning
The score on this test will give a genuine indication of most student’s ability to think with
numbers.

Non-Verbal Reasoning
This test assesses the ability to think and reason with non-verbal material. Consequently
these tests reveal how well students can think when working with shapes.
Spatial Ability
This test assesses the student’s ability to visualise shapes and objects and the effect of
manipulations on these. This helps to develop a more comprehensive picture of the student.

Caution!
As with all tests there is an element of error - especially as it is multiple choice test. The
scores from these test should not be considered as fixed or unchanging. In addition, many
factors can influence performance on one day. Circumstances under which CAT scores may
not be a true reflection of a student’s reasoning ability include:


If the student has recently come to the UK especially if from a non western background



The student is from an ethnic minority group, is bi-lingual or has a poor command of English

 The student is dyslexic (reading skills influence the verbal battery only). Their score may not be a
true reflection of their verbal reasoning ability.
 A serious hearing or visual problem, or poor health, fatigue, or emotional disturbance on the day
of the test is likely to depress scores on all tests.

Understanding your child’s report and Thresholds
You may be aware that the Department for Education (DfE) underwent reforms of the
national curriculum and as a result from September 2014 secondary schools were no longer
required to report progress through levels and sub levels e.g 4a, 5b, 6c. The guidance from
the DfE states: “pupil progress and achievement should be communicated in terms of
descriptive profiles, rather than numerical summaries”. As a school, we have created a
“thresholds model” that students are assessed against in each of their subjects.
The thresholds are:
*Progressing
towards
Foundation

Foundation

Developing

Secure

Excellent

**Exceptional

*This applies where a student is working towards accessing work in the Foundation threshold

***This applies where a student is accessing work beyond Key Stage 3
The thresholds will vary from subject to subject and may vary across the academic year. The
most important information for you to assess how well your child is doing is the colour coded
column titled “progress” which will be displayed on your child’s report. Teachers will identify
whether the threshold your child is currently assessed as working within is:

Below expected progress

Achieving expected progress

Exceeding expected progress

You will also information regarding your child’s attitude to learning and completion of
homework for each subject. These are displayed by a numbered statement, as shown below.
Attitude to Learning
1. Particularly hardworking, enthusiastic and conscientious - outstanding effort.
2. Usually hard-working and conscientious.
3. Adequate effort commitment to work.
4. Sometimes little effort and commitment to work.

5. Frequently little effort and commitment to work.
Homework
1. Homework is consistently completed to a high standard.
2. Homework is completed to a good standard.
3. Homework is completed to an adequate standard.
4. Homework is not completed to an expected standard.
5. Homework is sometimes not completed.
6. Homework is regularly not completed.

The School Gateway
The Compton School uses a smartphone app to share information with parents.

You will be able to view the following for your child(ren):
•Achievements
•Behaviour
•Attendance
•Lesson timetable
•Your contact details
•Assessment results
•Medical conditions

By signing up for the free smartphone app, you will be able to regularly check your
child’s achievements, behaviour and attendance. You will also be able to update us
on any changes to your contact details more easily.
As part of our continued efforts to improve attendance, we will be able to send messages to your smartphone if your child is not in school and you will be able to reply
directly giving us a reason for your child’s absence. Ensure that when you sign up on
the app, you use the same details you gave the school.
We would encourage all parents to sign up for the School Gateway app.

Check School Gateway for reports on your child's
progress and what has been happening day to
day. Congratulate positive Achievement Points,
discuss any issues

Satchel:One—Showmyhomework
All Homework and Home-learning tasks are set on Satchel:One (formerly known as
Showmyhomework). The platform provides an online homework planner which ensures homework is set effectively across the school. The platform can also be used
by teachers to set remote learning activities and provide feedback to students on
their work
Students have easy access through computers, tablets or smart phones, enabling
them to see their school timetable as well as their home learning ’to-do list’ allowing
them to prioritise their workload using their personalised calendar.
Parents also have access to their own Satchel:One account using the login details
provided by the school allowing them to check what homework has been set and
when it is due to be handed in. Both students and parents can also take advantage
of the free Satchel:One app.

Support

Download the Satchel:One
App, remind students every
evening of homework that
needs completing!

If you experience any technical issues you can speak with our IT support team at
The Compton, or click on the support button on the Satchel:One log in page

The Importance of Reading
Research has shown that: students w ho read for 25 m inutes or
more a day will progress at twice the rate of students who read for less
than 5 minutes. The top 10% of students read for more than 40
minutes a day whereas the bottom 10% read for less than 3 minutes a
day.
We know that regular daily reading practice impacts on children’s academic success in all subjects. We use Accelerated Reader to ensure
that all students are reading at their level. Students have a weekly 50
minute reading lesson.

How does Accelerated Reader work?
An online Star Reader test determines the child’s reading level. All students in key stage 3 are tested termly. The level is fed back to the child
as a reading range (ZPD). This is the appropriate level of challenge for
the child and the child should be encouraged to read across that range.
Students are expected to read a book at their level for 30 minutes every
day, at home and take an Accelerated Reader quiz when they finish.
Quizzes are multiple choice and take around 5-10 minutes to complete.
Quiz results are instant and on screen and presented as a percentage.
Students are expected to maintain an average of 85% correct on quizzes. This should be attainable for all students as they are reading books
at the level appropriate to them.

Your child’s English teacher will set reading quiz deadlines and publish
them on Show My Homework. These are dates by which they expect
students to complete a reading book and take a quiz and this helps
teachers to monitor students’ reading.
Home Connect
You will have already received a letter in the post about Home Connect.
This is a way of registering with Accelerated Reader to monitor your
child’s progress. Signing up to Home Connect will allow you to receive
emails showing your child's quiz or test results. For more help with signing up to Home Connect, please ask at the Accelerated Reader workshop.

How Can I Support My Child with Reading?
Encourage your child to read for at least 30 minutes a day and monitor.


Talk to them about what they are reading .



Listen to them read. Praise them.



Encourage them to look up and record new vocabulary.



Use Home Connect



Reward quiz successes on Accelerated Reader.
Use www.arbookfind.co.uk to search for suitable books.

Support your child with their reading by ensuring they read for a minimum of 30
minutes a day at home after school

The Compton LEARN DNA

This term, supporting positive routines for learning is a key focus for all our students.
Students have been taught explicitly about the importance of presenting ‘their best
possible selves’ both in lessons and around school.

The values underpinning this positive attitude to learning are encapsulated in the
school’s LEARN DNA’ which we share with students on a regular basis-and particularly at key transition points:
Our LEARN DNA is what makes us Compton students – LEARN is part of us! Compton
students should demonstrate LEARN qualities in school both inside and outside of the
classroom every day, to ensure they are achieving to the best of their ability.
The LEARN DNA is referred to weekly in assemblies and is displayed in all classrooms
and on corridor displays around the school, to remind students of how we should be
LEARNing in school.

Pastoral Curriculum at The Compton School
The school takes a positive approach to
teaching our students about positive and
healthy relationships.
This includes teaching about the following
topics in an age appropriate way and according to the statutory guidance Relationships, Sex and Health Education 2020 (see
under Teaching and Learning for Guidance
and MLT RSHE Policy):
Safeguarding and how to stay safeincluding online
Healthy and respectful relationships, including kindness, privacy, respecting
boundaries
What respectful behaviour looks like
Consent
Gender roles, stereotyping and equality
Body confidence and self-esteem
Peer-on-peer abuse

Prejudiced behaviour
Sexual violence and sexual harassment

We also make clear to students how we ensure we put relevant policies into practice
ie RSHE; Safeguarding and Child Protection; Positive Behaviour and Anti-Bullying.

Through our explicit routines and guidance, we make it clear to students what behaviour is and is not acceptable including any kind of peer on peer abuse. We regularly remind students of the importance of raising any concerns which they may have
and how to access support if they need it.

Achievement Points

Achievement Points have to be earned by students. This means the amount students earn
reflects effort and hard work at school. The more achievement points students accrue, the
more chance students have of an opportunity to win Amazon vouchers and extra awards
which will be given to students who achieve the most APs throughout the year – also potential treat days out of lessons if you receive a huge amount!

Top AP scorers are celebrated weekly within PDT time, on plasma screens across the school
and weekly in assemblies/ termly in celebration assemblies. Therefore they are an excellent
way to show your level of hard work and commitment to school life!
Students can earn Achievement Points by:
Outstanding classwork, homework, effort or behaviour
Above and beyond contribution to school life through extra-curricular activities
Helpful, kind and respectful behaviour in lessons and around school

The Compton Communication

On our school website, you can find more information on the below (and lots more
of key information for parents!)






Equalities/ bullying and all other policies
Extra curricular timetables and information on after school clubs
Emotional Health and Wellbeing links and resources
Keeping your child safe on social media advice and resources
Information on positive and healthy relationships

Please note that all the workshops from todays event will be uploaded onto the website for you to view.
Most of the schools correspondence is now via email or Gateway, but all letters are
also uploaded to the school website and all events are showcased on the school
website (you can also view these on the school event calendar).
More information is sent to parents weekly in our school newsletter, which all parents should read weekly.

