


The real pathway to success 



Key GSS events and timeline: 

• GSS conference 1 – 10th Feb 

• Subject-specific interventions – see 
after-school timetable 

• Weekly dedicated revision time in PDT 

• 1-to-1 mentoring 

• GSS conference 2 – 30th Mar 

• Mock exams with feedback to act on 

 

 



“Most people only persist with something 
difficult when they believe success is 
possible.  

“Children are no different. It’s pointless 
having the expectation that children will 
work hard to get good grades if they’re 
unable to see how this might be achieved.  

Success and struggle must be balanced.”  

 

David Didau ‘Making Kids Cleverer’ 



If nothing is changing in the long-term memory, nothing is being learnt.  
Students need to revisit topics they have learnt in increasingly spaced-out 
gaps and practice “retrieving” this information from their long-term memory.  



Revision timetables 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

English Maths Science Drama English Maths Business 
Studies 

History French Business 
Studies 

Art History French Drama 

Science Art 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

English 
Learn ‘A 
Christmas 
Carol’ key 
quotations 

Maths 
Ratio & 
proportion 
mathswatch 
videos and 
qus 

Biology 
Learn 
keywords 
for B1&2 

Drama 
Create 
keyword 
flash cards 

English 
An 
Inspector 
Calls – 
create 
mindmap  

Maths 
Compound 
Units – 
exam qus 
form 
Corbett 

Business 
Studies 
Marketing 
& Sales 

History 
Weimar 
Republic, 
key dates & 
events 
flashcards 

French 
Futur 
Simple verb 
use 

Business 
Studies 
Product Life 
Cycle 

PE 
Principles of 
training 

History 
Complete 
timed essay 
question to 
submit 

French 
Passé 
Composé 
verb use 

 

Drama 
Complete 2 
timed-
essays from 
Firefly 

Physics 
Complete 
the Seneca 
questions 
on P3&4 

 

Chem 
Watch & 
mindmap 
‘freescience
lessons’ on 
C1 

PE 
Musculo-
skeletal 
system 

Revision timetables should 
have specific parts of the 
course content to study 
noted down, not just the 
overall subject. 



Where do I find this info? 
Subject Exam Board Best location of course content:

Art Pearson Edexcel Content lists are attached to each students' sketchbook

Business Studies Pearson Edexcel https://www.tutor2u.net/business/videos

Computer Science OCR BBC bitesize has lists of topics

Seneca website also has these lists.

'Craig n Dave' videos online

Design & Technology AQA Seneca website (all students have access)

Head of Dept is also producing personalised websites as above for Food.  To launch after Feb 

half term.

Drama Pearson Edexcel Revision Guide for 'The Crucible'

English AQA All information is easily accesible via Firefly - see the GSS pack on there.

Food Preparation & nutrition AQA https://padlet.com/missjbinns/FoodPreparation

https://padlet.com/missjbinns/FoodNutrition

https://padlet.com/missjbinns/FoodScience

https://padlet.com/missjbinns/FoodSafety

https://padlet.com/missjbinns/FoodChoice

https://padlet.com/missjbinns/FoodProvenance

Seneca website (all students have access)

Geography AQA Kerboodle - online version of textbook availebl for all students.  On the Firefly page the 

"Topic on a page" & "A Question a Day" resources.

Health & Social Care Pearson Edexcel All students have a workbook with course content detailed inside

History Pearson Edexcel Students have a revision ticklist booklet for each of the 3 History examination papers.

Maths Pearson Edexcel mathswatch list of clips (arranged by grade) (found in the "extras" tab of the website).

MFL (French) AQA In the MFL section of Firefly.

Also in the revision guides (currently available on ParentPay)

MFL (Spanish) AQA In the MFL section of Firefly.

Also in the revision guides (currently available on ParentPay)

Music Pearson Edexcel Pearson Revision Guide (Author: Paul Terry)

PE AQA Retrieval booklet' distributed to all students

All lesson presentation are available via Office 365 (vis school website, 'student' section)

A list of additional websites will shortly be provided to students.

Photography Pearson Edexcel Content lists are attached to each students' pink folders & attached to the inside of their 

sketchbooks

Religious Studies Pearson Edexcel GCSE Bitesize.  Students will also shortly be provided with a booklet of revision checklists.

Science AQA A weekly revisiont timetable is set via showmyhomework.

Lists of topics can also be found on BBC Bitesize and Seneca websites.



What are the basics for exam 
success? 
1. A desk and a quiet space to learn in 

a) Without their phone!! 

2. A realistic timetable 

3. Active revision strategies 

 

 



Other top tips 

• Building their confidence – quick wins! 

• Asking them as much as you can about what 
they have learnt/are learning 

• Keeping it about the academic 

• Taking care of sleep and nutrition and well-
being 

• The most recent edition of the podcast 
contains conversations with parents of last 
year’s Year 11 giving their top tips for 
supporting students in this critical period. 



Maths 
 
 

 1. Revision Monday 
2. Mathswatch 

3. Corbett Maths 



Maths Exams for 2020 
 
 

 Paper 1 – Non-calculator  
Paper 2 – Calculator 
Paper 3 - Calculator 



Revision Monday 

• H/w is set on Wednesday week 1 and Tuesday week 2 
• The h/w is due the following Wednesday 
• The h/w is totally focused on exam questions specifically 

relating to their areas of weakness. 
• Students must attempt all questions and if students are 

unsure of how to answer particular questions (after using 
online resources such as Mathswatch and Corbett Maths) 
they should come to Revision Monday where their class 
teacher will happily support them with these queries. 

• We believe that this approach increases student 
responsibility, and will ensure that students will self –
identify areas for focus and improvement 



All students have a log in 
and all parts of the site are 
free. 



What do they need to know? 

This is a full list of the course content found in the “extras” section of 
the website. (Foundation tier: grades 1-5, Higher tier: grades 5-9) 



Benefits of Mathswatch 

• Every student has access. 
• Video on every maths topic  
• Videos are clear and easy to understand 
• Interactive questions available for students 

to get immediate feedback and further 
questions to practise “offline”.  

• Excellent revision tool when students are 
having difficulty with certain topics 



Corbett Maths Revision Cards 

Not essential, 
but popular with 
students. 



 



 



How to support your child in 
English 

English Exam 
Reminder 



Summary of the Main 
Changes within English 

• No tier entries – all students sit the 
same papers 

• Students are assessed by 100% 
examination; no more controlled 
assessments or coursework 

• All exams are now closed book; this 
means that they will not have 
access to the full text within the 
exam 

• Students have to study texts from 
the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries 

• Students have to compare ‘unseen’ 
poems 

• Students have to study entire texts 



Examinations for 2020 

English Literature  

- Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 
(Macbeth and A Christmas Carol   

- Paper 2 Modern Texts and Poetry (An Inspector Calls, 
Power and Conflict anthology cluster of poems and 
Unseen Poetry)   

English Language 

- Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

- Paper 2: Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives 

 Separate accreditation for Spoken Language – 
Completed already in July 2019 (Y10) (Pass, Merit, 
Distinction) 

 



Exams:  
How can you help your child to prepare? 

• Ensuring that they attend all scheduled revision sessions. 
 
• Encouraging your child to read written feedback from their 

teacher and act on it. 
 
• Encourage your child to revise class notes and to get into a pattern 

of revision now – at least an hour on top of their homework. 
 
• Encourage your child to re-read/watch novels/plays that we have 

studied. 
 
• Encourage your child to use revision checklists provided by 

teachers to revisit topics later in the year – the inter-spacing of 
topics we have talked about already. 

 
• Encouraging your child to do timed responses and past exam 

papers at home and high quality homework – lots of resources are 
available on Firefly. 



Mythbusters: Your child DOES know how to revise for 
English! 



Firefly 

• There are a wealth of resources available on 
Firefly for your child to revise from including 
past papers, class notes, practice questions 
and glossaries. 

• Click here: 

• http://firefly.thecompton.org.uk/english/year-
11-gcse/a-christmas-carol 

• http://firefly.thecompton.org.uk/english/year-
11-gcse/english-language-paper-1 
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Revision Guides 

 

• CGP “An Inspector Calls: The 
Text Guide” 

• CGP “Macbeth: The Text Guide” 

• CGP AQA Anthology Power and 
Conflict The Poetry Guide (for 
the Grade 9-1 Course) 

• CGP AQA Unseen Poetry Guide 
(for the Grade 9-1 Course) 

• CPG WORK BOOK on Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar 

 

 



Revision Guides 

Year 11 Content: 

- Hodder revision guides 

- CGP revision guides 

 

- Watching the DVD 
versions of texts is also 
useful for learning the 
plot (An Inspector Calls 
and Macbeth) 

 

 

 

 



Revision Sessions 

• Wednesday revision runs from 3.00-4.00pm  
– there are 100 students who MUST attend – 
other students are encouraged to see their 
English teacher in this time if necessary 

 

• There will be some Saturday revision sessions 
for students nearer the exams – if your child is 
invited, they MUST attend 



Revision Support - Science 

Kevin Moulton – Head of Science 



Science 

Exam board AQA 

Triple Science 

Combined 

Science - 

Trilogy 
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‘SHORT BURST’ REVISION WORKS BEST 
 

 Revise in 15 minute chunks with no distractions 
Reward with a 5 minute break 
For each part of a topic: Understand, Remember, Reinforce 



CGP revision guides 



Required practicals 

Firefly 

Resources 

Science 

GCSE 



Online revision 

BBC Bitesize 



Online revision 

Free science lessons 



Online revision 

Free science lessons 
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‘SHORT BURST’ REVISION WORKS BEST 
 

 Revise in 15 minute chunks with no distractions 
Reward with a 5 minute break 
For each part of a topic: Understand, Remember, Reinforce 



Online revision 

Seneca Learning 



CGP exam practice workbooks 



Online revision 

Educake 



Practice papers 

Firefly 

Resources 

Science 

GCSE 

Topic ready tests 



Intervention sessions 

2 groups – both on Fridays at 3.10pm 



Revision sessions 

All students 

Fridays at 3:10pm starting 6th March  

Classes will have weekly 

sessions rotating between 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics 



Revision Timetable 

Weekly tasks set on  

Show My Homework 



  Biology Chemistry Physics 

13th January  Topic 3: Pathogens Topic 3: Calculations 

Topic 2: Series 

and Parallel 

 

20th January  Topic 3: Diseases 
Topic 3: Mole Calculations 

(Higher only) 

Topic 2: 

Resistance 

 

27th January  
Topic 3: Defence / 

drugs 

Topic 4:  Acids / Bases / 

making salts 

Topic 2: I-V 

characteristics / 

resistors 

 

3rd February 
Topic 4: 

Photosynthesis 
Topic 4: Electrolysis 

Topic 2: 

Domestic 

electricity 

10th February 
Topic 4: 

Respiration 
Topic 5: Energy changes 

Topic 3:  

Density 

17th February 
Topic 4: 

Metabolism 
Topic 5: Energy Changes 

Topic 3:  

Specific latent 

heat 

Wednesday 

26th February Mock Exam: Paper 1 ~ Part B 



Wednesday 26th Feb (All students) 

Friday 28th Feb (Triple science only) 

Paper 1 Part B  

(Part A was earlier this month) 

Topic 3 

Infection and 
response 

Topic 4 

Bioenergetics 

Biology 
Topic 3 

Chemical 
calculations 

Topic 4 

Chemical 
changes 

Topic 5 

Energy 
changes 

Chemistry 

Topic 2 

Electricity 

Topic 3 

Particle model 
of matter 

Physics 



FULL PAPER 2 

Topics 5-7 

Biology 

FULL PAPER 2 

Topics 6-10 

Chemistry 
FULL PAPER 2 

Topics 5-7 

Topic 8 Triple 
only 

Physics 

w/c Monday 23rd March – 

All lessons, all students 

Paper 2 – full papers 



Combined 

Science 

(Trilogy) 

6 papers  

2 x Biology 

2 x Chemistry 

2 x Physics 

Papers 1h15m 

Triple 

6 papers  

2 x Biology 

2 x Chemistry 

2 x Physics 

Papers 1h45m 
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