
Encouraging Independent Learning Skills: A Guide for Parents 

Teachers, Teaching Assistants, Support Staff and the Pastoral Team have all worked hard to foster our students’ 

independent learning skills, both inside and outside of lessons. Home learning will be challenging for all students at 

some stage, in one way or another.  

Please see below for some common questions and concerns which may arise when your child is learning independently 

at home and some answers and strategies you, as parents, could use to help when they are finding it difficult. 

“I cannot access the resource/material so I cannot follow my timetable.” 

There will, inevitably, be times when online resources/materials are inaccessible, either due to high demand or 

technical issues. The advice here would be to stop attempting to download/access the website and attempt 

something else; whilst it is excellent practice to follow their timetable, this is a rough guide and not always practical 

and students need to be flexible in their approach to their home learning. Their teachers are more than 

understanding that competing demands for access to devices in a household will be a challenge for many families. 

“I am not sure about the instructions on the homework task and don’t know what to do.” 

Ask your child to read the instructions back to you/another family member out loud – it might be that they have 

simply rushed reading them or missed a key detail. If possible, students should use social media in a positive way and 

ask questions/share resources with their friends who have the same task. In addition, Show My Homework has a 

messaging function that students can use to notify their teachers; teachers will do their absolute best to respond as 

soon as possible. The likelihood is that a number of our teachers will also be managing a range of situations in their 

own households including managing their own children. 

“I think I have finished the work and want to check the answers.” 

Students can use online tools and materials to check answers and mark work themselves; many of our online 

platforms work the mark for them! Teachers will be clear in task setting when they expect work to be submitted and 

when they will provide feedback for students. 

“I finished all of the work that was set on Tuesday. I don’t need to work for the rest of the week.”  

Firstly, check that this is the case! Students may have missed a task or not read instructions clearly and it is very 

unlikely that they would have finished all work set by Tuesday of that week. Students can also use time to develop 

their cultural capital, so direct them to some of the suggestions outlined in the ENRICHMENT & CULTURAL CAPITAL 

section of this newsletter. Finally, students of all ages should be reading for a minimum of 30 minutes daily. They 

could then write their own book review. Students in Key Stage 3 are able to take Accelerated Reader quizzes at 

home using this link: https://ukhosted39.renlearn.co.uk/2038844/default.aspx# 

Suggested reading lists have also been attached to this newsletter. 
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