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EXCELLENCE THROUGH
DEDICATION AND RESPECT

Two of our Eco Club members who took part in a range of workshop
activities looking at re-using, reducing and recycling

Information from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Students
“Success is no accident. It is
hard
work,
perseverance,
learning, studying, sacrifice and
most of all, love of what you are
doing or learning to do” – Pele
The Compton School students
and teachers demonstrate daily
each of the contributors to
success Pele refers to in the
quote above. The end of a year
is inevitably a time of reflection.
So, let’s reflect and celebrate our
collective successes!
This term, I have been
particularly delighted with the
hard work, determination and
focus of our Year 11 and Year 13
students. These students have
recently taken their GCSE and A
Level
mock
examinations,
respectively.
They
have
approached their examination
preparation in a mature and
serious way with many choosing
to attend additional intervention
sessions after school and at

weekends. Our teachers have
worked closely with your sons
and daughters to provide them
with clear feedback based on
their
mock
examination
performance. This feedback
includes
identification
of
strengths and weaknesses, and
methods for further development
of skills and improved content
knowledge. I am confident that
this approach will provide them
with the successes they deserve
when they take their final
summer examinations.
Year 8 students have begun
their work on the First GIVE
charitable project. Each form has
selected a different charitable
cause
and
are
raising
awareness of their charity’s
goals through assemblies,
posters and film making. Their
generosity and dedication to
developing a sense of social
conscience is always uplifting,
but especially at this time of year.
Our staff have also been

raising money this term through
participation in the Movember
campaign, where an array of
interesting moustaches were
grown to raise money in support
of men’s health.
The Eco Club, which has a
cross school membership, has
been busy raising awareness of
environmental
issues.
In
collaboration with Eco Active
Waste Education Programme,
they have undertaken some
valuable work to identify how we,
as a school, can reduce our
waste. As a result of their efforts,
we have banned single use
plastics from our site which, over
time, will make a considerable
difference. Thank you for your
support with this.
The non-school uniform day
on 13th December also raised
money for the Just One Tree
campaign to raise money for
afforestation.
Our

music

and

drama

Message from the Chair of Governors
Dear Parents
As 2019 draws to a close it is a great time to look back on the year’s achievements at The Compton
and look ahead to the opportunities and challenges for 2020.
Results days are always very special and the Governors want to
congratulate all students and teachers and staff for the GCSE, BTEC
and A Level achievements. We are working with school to see how
these very good results can be sustained and built on.
Governors are also giving more thought to how we can support
efforts to make The Compton more sustainable, so it was great to
hear from students leading the Eco Club about their excellent efforts
to make the school more environmentally friendly, most notably the
important progress already achieved in reducing wasteful use of
plastic. Inspired by what we heard, consideration is now being given
to how The Compton, working with Southgate School might reduce
energy impacts through buying sustainably produced electricity and
gas.
Let me close by wishing you all well for the Christmas holidays and
for 2020.
Howard Davies, Chair of Governors
chairofgovernors@thecompton.org.uk

Ann Marie Mulkerins

students have once again
exemplified hard work as
evidenced by the talented and
beautiful musical performances
from students across Year 7 to
Year 11 in the Drama
Showcases and the Music
Concert.
I am delighted to inform you of
a successful visit by three of Her
Majesty’s Inspectors to perform
a pilot Ofsted inspection of our
Teaching School provision and
teacher training in particular. We
have received some hugely
positive feedback from this visit
praising the quality of our trainee
teachers and the leadership of
this area in school. The
inspectors
were
incredibly
impressed with our students,
commenting particularly upon
their ambition to do well and their
support of one another. It is
always pleasing to have this kind
of external acknowledgement of
the hard work ongoing in our
community.
As always, I am very grateful
for the strong support you, our
parents and families, provide. A
very big thank you too, to our
teachers and senior staff without
whom success would not be
possible! I wish you all a very
happy holiday and look forward
to seeing you again in 2020.
Ann Marie Mulkerins
Headteacher

Walking the corridors of power
On Friday, 18th October 2019, both Year 12 and
13 Politics students went on a trip to the Houses of
Parliament alongside Mr Kemal, Mr Lishak and Ms
Richardson.
Students were given the fantastic opportunity to
have a guided tour of both the House of Commons
and the House of Lords and learned about the
history of Parliament through an interactive video,
exposing them to a wide range of topics. Students
also developed their understanding regarding the
functions of Parliament and how legislation is
created.
Shukri Kemal
i/c Religious Studies (KS4/KS5) and Politics
2

AWARDS AND WINNERS

Celebrating the Achievers of
Summer 2019
Congratulations to all these students whose efforts and hard work last term have been recognised through The Compton School’s Award system
Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 7
Ally Abdullah, Mariella Dibanzilua, Erin Andrews,
Emily Kariya, Sophie Kariya, Vanessa Lewandowska, Alex Roe,
Maia Rosenberg, Eva Shah
...the Silver Award goes to:
Kacper Babinski, David Dimgba, Joshua Singer,
Emily Warburton
...and the Gold Award goes to:
Zane Attwal, Callum Clark, Jules Robel
Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 8
Ryan Bali, Simran Bhartiya, Ana Deda, Helena Earl,
Rolan Habib, Diyan Hala, Freddie Harryott, Raneen Jerashy,
Shambavi Nadarajah, Ahmed Naveed, Harry Ng,
Prem Pankhania, Harrison Radnedge, Alisha Shah,
Jessica Stacey, Valentina Theodouk

Year 12 Subject Awards
Abshar Abbasi (Drama), Aneesah Adat (Graphics),
Meena Azim (History), Hashr Buwembo (Politics),
Damini Depala (PE), Jay Depala (Accounting & Finance),
Amandani Edirisinhge Arachchige (MFL),
Sara Haji Molla Ali Kandi (Sociology),
Vedarth Kommaraju (BTEC Business),
Ali Jangorbani (Psychology), Sena Maeda (Maths),
Ceyda Mehmed, (English Literature),
Rehena Miah (Chemistry), Mathi Nadarajah (Biology),

Dev Nakrani (Computer Science), Yash Pankhania (Geography),
Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 9
Matthew Benham, Josiane Dibanzilua, Isobel Hooper-Greenhill,
Kiyan Rahmani (A Level Business), Jenna Sacks (Physics),
Tanat Tawinampant
Ruby Snell (Art),
...the Bronze Award goes to:
Sophie Alam, Ruby Conway, Thohed Rahman, Jodi Snell
Yohanna Solomon (Religion, Philosophy & Ethics),
...the Silver Award goes to:
Housseina Jibril, Andre Knowles, Toby Lyons, Ashraf Miah
Shiv Thakkar (Economics), Alexandra Toca (Further Maths)
...and the Gold Award goes to:
Mania Akhgar, Shaadika Keshu, Tommy Osborne, Rohan Vara
Enrichment Award
Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 10
Molly Feehilly, Riya Patel
...the Silver Award goes to:
May Ahmed, Meera Depala, Neah Jesuthasan,
Paniz Nikougoftar Afkham, Atrina Novinfard
...and the Gold Award goes to:
Naomi Carvatchi, Natalie Chu, Hemisha Depala, Ivana Ignatova,
Jasmine Sabri

Hashr Buwembo, Damon Judge
Achievement Points
Mathi Nadarajah, Jenna Sacks
Academic Excellence Award
Aarti Depala, Jay Depala

GROW A MO FOR CHARITY AT THE COMPTON SCHOOL

Another magnificent Movember masterpiece

Once again the rock gods of The
Compton School have been rocking all
over the world. Well, East Finchley at least.
The annual fundraising that is Movember
has been in full swing and we have been
making the usual fools of ourselves and
unleashing our inner heavy metal demons.
With the video finished, we then simply
waited for enough students, friends,
neighbours, families etc to stump up

enough cash and we released it to the
unsuspecting public. The reaction has
been somewhat underwhelming and we
are very disappointed not to have Rolling
Stone magazine and the heads of EMI and
SONY knocking on the door asking for
interviews and offering contracts. However
we have raised a fine sum of money for an
excellent cause again and that will have to
do. As always we appreciate the support of

our students in coughing up a few quid and
putting up with our childish antics.
On a final serious note, we do this
because we believe in the charity and the
funding of the research into testicular and
prostate cancer and mental health support
for young men, so thank you once again
for the money.
Jeremy Stone
Head of Science
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Art and Photography in Focus

Adam Ingliss
Art Technician

Black History Month
celebrated in Art
To celebrate Black History Month, a competition was
organised for the whole of Year 9 to create a piece of
artwork about someone they find inspirational. Students
were given the task of researching influential figures from
four categories; Athlete, Musician / Band, Artist / Actor /
Comedian and Politician. Some beautiful work was
submitted and the top three for each category were
selected by a panel of Art Department staff. Two of the
winning entries are displayed alongside this article. Well
done to all students who submitted work!

London setting for Urban Environment project
On a cold, crisp and bright Monday in
December, a group of enthusiastic Year
10 Photography students visited the
centre of London to take photographs
that would be used as part of their
Urban Environment project.
The trip began at Old Street and ran
through various parts of the city, such
as Shoreditch and Brick Lane and
offered photo opportunities galore. The
students bore the freezing cold on the
day and took lots of great photographs!

Well done to our autumn term Artists of the Week
Each week since October, the Art Department has been awarding the title of Artist of the Week to both a Key Stage 3 and a Key
Stage 4 student and have celebrated them in the weekly newsletter. Here, at the end of term, is a re-cap of all the winners so far and
some examples of their wonderful work. Congratulations to all!
Key Stage 3: Amelie Williams, Rebecca Carvatchi, Saffron Conway Brand, Giunel Guliyeva, Rafaela Brett, Natalya Hibberd
Key Stage 4: Karmelita Valanciute,
Jamilea
Saha,
Thugipa
Thurendiran, Ivana Ignatova, Dylan
Swift, Ridhwaan Hasnath
Students, try your best in Art
lessons and with homeworks – you
never know, you could be the next
Artist of the Week!
Clockwise from bottom left, works
by Natalya, Dylan, Jamilea, Saffron
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Design and Technology
Year 7s take their first steps on a creative D&T journey
Year 7s have begun their Compton Journey with style.
Throughout the Autumn term we have been teaching all Year 7
key skills of Design & Technology.
The photo shows Ms Binns' class testing their bridges: all
students were asked to work in groups to create a bridge. The
D&T teachers were all expecting to see triangulation to support
the weight of some pretty heavy textbooks, and the students got
creative!
And now it is full steam ahead for the Spring term, when each
Year 7 will stay with their current Design & Technology teacher
and gain deeper subject knowledge in the teacher’s specialist
area.
Josephine Binns
Head of Design & Technology

Green Plan It School Garden Design Competition
As the newsleter was going to press, the two Green Plan It teams were moving into
the final stages of their challenge to design a school garden. Over the last eight
weeks they have been busy doing site
surveys, plant research and model making.
The presentation of the designs was on
10th December at Capel Manor Gardens,
so we had our fingers crossed they would
come back victorious especially as the
prize includes a grant to actually build the
winning design.

Drawing on all skills
The Year 11 boys below have been
learning and applying some exciting new
skills to make their GCSE products. Product
Design encompasses all of the DT subject
areas – Graphics, Systems and Control,
Product Design and Textiles. Use of all
these can be incorporated into the final
product.
Dennis Kumar
Design & Technology Technician

Rob Hall, Senior DT Technician and
Adam Inglis, Art Technician

Fun food and seasonal delights
This term in cooking club we
have made a selection of
seasonal
delights.
These
included Rosemary Infused
Potato Wedges plus, for
Halloween, we created ghosts
made from White Chocolate
dipped Strawberries and for Guy
Fawkes night, our classroom
really went with a bang with the
Marshmallow Sparklers.
Jacqueline O’Shea
Design & Technology Technician

Students follow recipe for success
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition students have got off to a great
start. Our Year 11 students have now completed 15% of their GCSE with
the first Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) where each student had to
experiment with chemical raising agents then write a 2,000 word essay on
their results. The Year 11s are currently working on their second NEA, all
based on dishes suitable for active adults or dishes which celebrate
British Cuisine.
Our new Year 10 students have also made a great start to their GCSE
course; the photo shows how they applied their new-found pastry skills to
commemorate Remembrance Day. The exercise allowed students to
reflect on times where people had to get by on rations.
Josephine Binns
Head of Design & Technology

Follow us on Twitter @TheComptonDT and on Instagram @TheComptonDTdept
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Drama - Act I, Scene I
Year 8s and 9s present Do-Overs: a very original showcase
On
Wednesday
5th
December, Year 8 and 9
Drama Club wowed the
audience
with
their
performance of Do-Overs.
After many hours of rehearsal
and sheer passion, these
students
have
worked
tirelessly after school to
produce a fabulous show, and

the Drama department could
not be more proud of their
work!
Do-Overs is an original
script written by the students
themselves, and the play
follows three groups of high
school cliques - the popular
crowd, the law society and the
science nerds - reuniting ten

years later and reminiscing
about the past. The play
follows these groups of
students and their past selves,
as they reflect on their lives
now and how it might have
differed if they could ‘do it all
again’.
This quirky, farcical comedy

Emotions Shaken and
Stirred in Southwark

Drama A Level students went to Southwark
Playhouse in Elephant and Castle to watch
Shook by Samuel Bailey. The play centres
around three young men who have been
incarcerated as young parents and how they
deal with prison life.
The students really enjoyed the contrast of
light and shade within the performance and how
relatable the characters were. There wasn’t a
dry eye in the house at the end of the
performance.
Verity Balcome
Head of Drama
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had the audiences’ sides
splitting at the comedic
characters, touching moments
and some downright hilarious
science puns…(I don’t think
they were Infra-Red-y for
that!).
Natasha Stanton
Drama

Immigration and Humanity
Across The Border
On Friday, 15th November, all of
Year 9, Year 10 GCSE Drama
students and Year 12 and13 Drama
students congregated in the Hall for a
mind-boggling
performance
of
Theatre Centre’s The Border.
The play, about the physical
borders we see around us today as
well as the metaphorical ones we put
up between ourselves and each
other, followed a young girl, Julia, who
had lost her dog on the other side of
the border. We met family members,
smugglers, refugees and even a
puppy puppet as the actors skilfully
played multiple characters throughout

the story. Insightful, relevant and
thought-provoking, this play had the
audience contemplating the issues of
immigration and humanity and left
with the message of young people
and their voice in our society.
An interactive question and answer
session with the performers shed light
on the creative process and what it
was like to play the characters.
Students will now have lots of
elements of the production that they
can incorporate into their written
assessments on Live Theatre.
Natasha Stanton
Drama

Drama - Act I, Scene II
Year 7s Visit the
Magical Land of Narnia
Our Year 7students are very
excited to have performed their
adaptation of Narnia, The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe, for their
Key Stage 3 showcase this half term!
The students involved spent a long
time learning lines and creating
magical characters to create a
wonderful show for their friends and
family to enjoy.
Clara Home
Drama

Searching for the foot that fits - Cinderella at artsdepot
The Drama department and 30 students in Year 7 were very excited about their reward trip to see Cinderella at the artsdepot
theatre. Many students in Year 7 love drama and it is so great that some of them were able to enjoy a live theatre performance
that ‘was consistently excellent, because of a winning formula: a simple fairy-tale, swimming in genuinely funny gags and stuffed
full of classic rock and pop bangers, all played live by a hard-working cast of actor-musicians.’
Clara Home, Drama

Year 9 Scholars’ Programme launches with a trip to Oxford
Twelve of our Year 9
students are taking part in the
Scholar’s Programme, run by
The Brilliant Club. The students
are working with a PhD tutor

from Sussex University and are
being taught in university-style
tutorials. The title of the course
is: Who exactly are you? –
Changing the Imagination

through Malawian Storytelling.
The subject area, within the
field of anthropology, is
encouraging our students to
think critically about how the
way in which we tell stories
about each other can help how
we understand each other, and
ourselves. It will enable them to
talk with confidence about a
range of global issues. They
are
working
towards
completing a final assignment
which will be assessed and
graded by their tutor.
The course began with a
launch trip to Oxford University.
Students had their first tutorial
here and also had a tour of the
university
grounds
and
facilities. The library was
particularly impressive and we

felt as though we had stepped
into Hogwarts Library. It was
also very interesting to see the
accommodation offered to
students at Oxford and meet
students who were currently
studying there. One of our
students commented, “It was
incredible to see what
university may be like and it
has made me excited” and
another said, “It was really fun
and exciting. I enjoyed the trip
and have learnt lots of new
things.” Once the students
have
completed
their
assignments and these have
been marked we will visit
another
highly
selective
university for the ‘Graduation’
trip.
Zoe Merrit
Deputy Headteacher
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The Compton School Sixth Form
2019 A Level success

Zekiye Kubilay, Sixth Form Administrator

We are delighted with the 2019’s set of A Level results, with a large number of students achieving top grades. It is very rewarding to see
students we have worked with over the last two years now heading off to the universities or careers of their choices.
We would like to say a huge well done to all our Year 13 students from the class of 2019 and wish them all the best as they venture on
the next exciting stage of their lives. Below are some of the result highlights:

Zac: A*, A*, A*; French & German University of Bristol.
Josephine: A*, A*, A; Biology - University
of Bristol.
Ayan: A*, A*, A; Psychological &
Behavioural Sciences - University of
Cambridge.
Jade: A*, A, A; Geography with
International Study – University of
Manchester.
Abdi: A*, A, A; Chemical Engineering –
University of Manchester.
Arjan: A*, A, A; History – Kings College
London.
Hannah: A*, A, A; Architecture and

Environmental Design – Nottingham
University.
Annika: A, A, A; Molecular Bioengineering – Imperial College.
Sofia: A*, A*, B; Economics – University of
Bristol.
Amina: A, A, B; Biomedical Science - Gap
Year
Gabriella: A*, B, B; Physics – University of
York.
Nathaniel: A, B, B; Law with International
Studies – Leeds University.
Aleksandra: A, B, B; Criminology &
Psychology – Royal Holloway University.
Ellen: A, B, B; English & Drama –

University of Warwick.
Greta: A, B, B; Philosophy – University of
York.
Mariam: A, B, B; Physiotherapy – Kings
College London.
Holly: Distinction*, Distinction, Distinction;
Human Sciences - University of Sheffield.
Courtney:
Distinction*,
Distinction,
Distinction; Gap Year
Elen: Distinction, Distinction, B; Art &
Design – Ravensbourne University.
Nejma: Distinction, Distinction, B;
Business Management – Queen Mary
University of London.

Focus on Students’ Success:

Outlined here are three of our students from the graduating class of
2019 and what they had to say about their experiences of Sixth Form at The Compton School.

Zac
Degree Course: French & German. University: University of Bristol. A Level Subjects: French - A*,
Biology - A*, Maths – A*. Sixth Form involvement: Jam Club and Music Mentor; Institute Francais studying
French film classics; Masterclass at Kings College University through the Aiming High Programme; Work
Experience at the International Justice Foundation.

What Zac had to say
The Compton Sixth Form exceeds all expectations in creating a positive and supportive environment. My
teachers were passionate and considerate, always encouraging curiosity and inquisitiveness in their
students.

Ayan
Degree Course: Psychological and Behavioural Sciences. University: University of Cambridge. A Level
Subjects: Psychology - A*, Religious Studies - A*, English Literature - A. Sixth Form involvement: Sixth
Form Leadership Team; Peer Mentor; University Psychology lectures as part of the Super-curriculum
programme

What Ayan had to say
The Compton was not only a friendly environment, but an environment in which anyone can thrive, and with
their help I was able to achieve beyond my imagination.

Holly
Degree Course: Health & Human Sciences. University: University of Sheffield. A Level Subjects: BTEC
Extended Diploma in Health & Social Care – Distinction *, Distinction *, Distinction

What Holly had to say
I found the school so welcoming and supportive and no-one felt left out. I had never experienced such an
organised structure and all the teachers made everyone feel included.

Year 12 Induction Trip
With a brand new academic year comes a new Year
12 cohort full of both internal and external students from
many different schools. We want students to build
strong relationships with each other and in turn support
each other for what will be a busy and important two
years. So to get things started, we took our new Year
12s on their induction trip to Thorpe Park. A little bit of
rain did not put students off an adrenalin filled day out
and they definitely took advantage of the off peak
season. It was a great start to the year and we can’t wait
for the adventures and memories that the next two
years will offer!
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Year 13 safe drive, stay alive
Year 13 students were invited to the artsdepot to watch a live event in
November called Safe Drive, Stay Alive. This event gave students an
insight into what is needed in order to stay safe whilst on London roads.
With testimonies from first response professionals and members of
the public directly affected, it was designed to make the audience aware
of the tragedy and suffering a road traffic crash can cause. It was
specifically aimed at our Year 13s’ age group, as many of the students
are either driving, learning to drive or are passengers in cars driven by
their peers.
Students found the experience enlightening and in parts emotional,
provoking a greater awareness of safety on the road.

The Compton School Sixth Form
Compton Careers Corner
It has been a busy term with all things
career-related here at The Compton
School. In the Sixth Form, ten of our
students have applied to study at Oxbridge
or to study Medicine, Veterinary Science
or Dentistry. This is an amazing number of
early entry applicants and we wish them
the best of luck. They have really
benefitted from attending the Aiming High
sessions run by Ms Doyle and Mr
Christensen.
Our Year 12 students have been actively
looking to secure their individual
placements for work experience week
later on this academic year, but have also
benefited from attending an employability
skills day run by Young Enterprise. This
highly interesting and engaging afternoon
gave students lots of important advice on
writing CVs, how to approach interviews
and demonstrating interpersonal skills.
The Year 12 pastoral curriculum this term
also looked at assisting students with
managing their personal finances and an
introduction to Unifrog - an online platform
designed to help students in selecting
courses for higher education or searching
for a range of apprenticeships available for
when they leave Sixth Form. This platform
is also available to our Year 11 students.
Year 11 Pastoral Curriculum sessions
have seen students explore the different
options available to them once they
complete their GCSEs. This has also
included a focus on the importance of
selecting the right subjects and courses at
Key Stage 5, as this can impact the range
of university subjects available to them

once they complete Year 13. They have
been busy writing their applications for
further education and attending the Sixth
Form subject talks. (The deadline for
applications to the Compton Sixth Form
was Monday 16th December).
During Personal Development Time,
Year 9 students have been looking the
different courses available to them for
when they select their GCSE options.
Further guidance will follow in January as
part of the Making Choices process; they
will also begin to look at other aspects of
the working world next term within their
pastoral curriculum including types of
employment, employability skills and how
to write the perfect CV. Some of our Year 9
students have also been running their own
business through the Young Enterprise
programme and this theme of enterprise
and entrepreneurship has also been seen
in Year 8, with The Compton School taking
a team of students to the Middlesex
University Young Entrepreneur of the Year

competition.
Next term, Year 10 students will look at
personal finance during their pastoral
curriculum and will engage with sessions
on banking and personal finance,
budgeting and employee and consumer
protection.
As always, if students want any further
guidance on their future careers or the
world of work, they can come and see Mr
Crump or Ms Doyle, our in school Careers
Advisor.
Morgan Crump
Assistant Headteacher

Year 12 Work Experience Reminder:
The Christmas holiday period is an opportunity for students to speak to family
members, friends, neighbours and other adults they may know to enquire about work
experience opportunities. Students have been provided with further resources and
support to obtain a suitable work experience placement, during tutorial time, and will
be tracked closely over the coming months. All students have been asked to download
the Connect Placement Manager app in order to upload details of their own
placements to the Barnet Education and Business Partnership database. A link to
download the app has been sent to every student at their school e-mail address.
Students who do not have their school e-mail address details should see Miss Doyle
straight away. The deadline for securing a placement will be Friday 14th February
2020.

Careers Spotlight
Our careers spotlight this term focuses on Year 13 student, Kiran. Kiran has done
amazingly well in securing an interview to study Psychology and Behavioural Science at
Cambridge University and we caught up with her ahead of the interview:
Congratulations Kiran, how did you first find out you had been successful in
receiving an interview?
I received an email from Trinity Hall College informing me that I had been successful
and that they were inviting me to interview. It will take place on 5th December.
How are you going to prepare?
I am going to re-read through all the chapters of my studies that I mentioned in my
personal statement as I know from speaking to other people who have been interviewed
by Cambridge that they will ask me about what I have written. My Psychology teacher
has booked time with me for mock interview practice. She is going to ask me lots of
Psychology questions – not just those from the syllabus but also other issues
surrounding the subject. I also attended an Oxford Horizons Applicants Day to assist me with completing my application.
The personal statement is obviously a very important part of the UCAS application process, what wider-reading did
you do?
I read ‘Dreams and Nightmares’ by JA Hatfield as the cognitive side of psychology and dreaming in particular, really interests
me. This also then led me on to read ‘We are our Brains’ by DF Swaab and ‘The Psychopath Test’ by Jon Ronson. Each book
gave me new information about how we act and think and why we each act differently from each other. It was reading these books
that cemented my choice to study Psychology and Behavioural Sciences.
How have the school helped you during the UCAS process?
All my teachers have been really supportive of me applying to Cambridge University. I wasn’t sure if I wanted to apply at first
but they have all given me a lot of encouragement and support. Ms Doyle helped me with the application and Ms Cran has really
pushed me academically to be the best student I can be.
Best of luck Kiran, we’re rooting for you!
Thank you.
Morgan Crump, Assistant Headteacher
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ENGLISH, LITERACY AND LEARNING PART TWO

Reading, writing and imagination
Nurturing tomorrow’s creative writers
Creative Writing Club has been a great success this term with
dedicated students attending every week. Over the term we have
been focussing on characterisation and setting to improve our
descriptive writing. To develop students’ vocabulary we have been
using word games where students match impressive vocabulary
to images; this has generated lots of discussion around how to
create a specific mood and atmosphere in our writing. Students
are then encouraged to use this vocabulary in their writing, which
they have done with great success!
Each term students will have the opportunity to enter a piece of
writing into a competition. This terms competition is a 500 word
creative short story on the theme ‘Escape’. The winning short
story will be published on the website in the New Year!
Creative Writing Club is every Friday and open to all. Thank
you to Ms Hayes and Ms Houghton for running these exciting
sessions.
Rebecca Collins
English

Clocking up millions and millions of words
Every time a student reads and quizzes
on a book, the Accelerated Reader (AR)
program records the number of words in
each book, meaning students can start to
accumulate a word count. We already
have our first six word millionaires – well
done to Ishaq Maclachlan, Rebeca
Carvatchi, and Maia Rosenberg in Year 8,

and to Aleena Latif, Romaisa Khurram
and Marbiya Muhtar in Year 7. All word
millionaires win a small prize. Also
congratulations to 7T who have between
them read a staggering 7,499,108 words,
and to 7C who have taken and passed
151 quizzes as we go to press! Each
week we award our prestigious AR trophy

to the two Year7/8 forms with the highest
number of accurate quizzers. Parents
can follow their child’s AR progress by
signing up to Home Connect. Instructions
have been sent out by letter but you can
also sign up through Firefly > English >
Literacy > Home Connect.

Thanks to this term’s Reader Leaders
Our
four
wonderful
Reader Leaders this term
were Ishaq Maclachlan,
Morgan Davidson, Riva
Parikh and Maha Ahmed in
Year 8. They have provided
valuable assistance in the
LRC and have also
recommended a variety of
interesting books to other
students.
We will shortly be
selecting our next group of
Reader Leaders from a list
of keen applicants ready for
the Spring term.

Win Prizes!
The LRC organises various
literary competitions and draws
throughout the year and winners
can choose from a selection of
prizes
in
Ms
Marshall’s
cupboard. So far this term prizes
have been awarded to Rimsha
Naveed, Aziz Maclachlan,
Golzar Abbey, Erin Andrews,
Shaan
Bhartiya,
Melisa
Shirvani, Joel Boateng and
Freya-Jane McCarthy. Students
seen reading for pleasure and
also those who reach their AR
points target (whose names are
picked from a draw) can also
choose a prize.

3-D Super Paper
Highway Exhibition
Reader Leader Morgan Davidson and team mates Sam
Seifi, Sean Wheeler and Boris Dimitrov have been working
on their Paper Highway exhibition in the LRC. They have
made a large collection of 3D models of vehicles from scrap
paper and drawn a huge amount of interest from students
across the school, with around 300 planning to attend. All
proceeds from ticket sales will be going to charity.
Natalia Marshall, Learning Resource Manager
10

Music, Maestro, Please
Online Access to Music
Instrumental Ensemble
and Vocal Group
Resources and Performances

Many thanks to all of the students who are
part of the two teacher-led ensembles,
Instrumental Ensemble and Vocal Group.
Students worked very hard in preparation for
the Christmas Concert which was held in the
School hall on Tuesday, 10th December at
7pm.
I would especially like to congratulate the
Year 7s who have joined these ensembles as
they have made a very valuable contribution to
the Music Department and a very positive start
to their time at The Compton.

Year 10 GSCE Music Groups
Rise to the Challenge
I would like to congratulate and thank our two
Year 10 Music groups for their hard work and
commitment in developing their vocal work in
preparation for the Christmas Concert. They
sang two Christmas pieces in a challenging
three part arrangement: The Christmas Song
and In The Bleak Midwinter in addition to a fun
arrangement of Baby it's Cold Outside.
Angelina Barlow
Head of Music

This half term, the Music Department
has been uploading slides, music
sheets and various resources from our
Key Stage 3 Music lessons so that all
students can continue with their Music
learning at home. In recent weeks we
have also uploaded video and audio
performances from the following
students in Years 7, 8 and 9 to
celebrate their musical success:
Year 7: Briana, Justin, Emily, Uri,
Sharad andIsabelle
Year 8: Ben, Melissa, Louis, Rakan
and Rachel
Year 9: Bethan, Naia, Hamza, Elias,
Eurico, Zainab and Dea
Remember, you can use a digital
keyboard on an iPad, tablet or phone
as well as use a virtual keyboard on a
computer. Perhaps a keyboard could
also feature on your Christmas list?
Before the end of the term, there will
be a video presentation by three
students from Year 7. They will explain
what they have learnt in the first half
term of the year. Each video will also
include a brief performance.

We look forward to recording many
more of you over the Spring Term!
Cristiana Tanzi
Music SCITT

BUSINESS STUDIES

Great Doing Business With You...

Pitching for business at Middlesex University
On 19th November, five Year
8 students went to Middlesex
University to take part in the
Junior Entrepreneur of the Year
Competition. The students

were asked to work in a group
to design a new social space
for students at the university.
Within the group they had to
decide on the different roles

they were going to perform.
Elias was the project manager
and led the team on the task.
Maia and Erin carried out
market research by speaking

to university students to help
them come up with their
business proposal. Abdullah
and Jules worked on collating
the information that had been
collected to design a poster
which was then going to be
presented to the judges.
The two ideas that the
students came up with were a
‘Chill Out Zone’ and a nightclub
for the students. The group
drew designs for what each of
these social spaces would look
like and Elias pitched the idea
to the judges who then had the
difficult task of choosing the top
three ideas.
Well done to all five students
involved on the day. They
demonstrated
excellent
entrepreneurial skills and
qualities!
Thomas Lyons
Business Studies
11

The Compton Loves Maths
Senior contest kicks off the UK Maths Challenge 2019-20 series
This Autumn we had our first instalment
and results from the UK Maths Challenge.
The top 20 students from our Year 12
cohort took part in the Senior Maths
Challenge on 7th November and it was an
absolute delight! The challenges involve
students being asked a series of 25
problem-solving questions where a correct
answer scores four points. However,
getting it wrong means losing a precious
point from the score. Oh the danger! Oh
the drama!
Sample questions from the Junior,
Intermediate and Senior challenges are
shown on this page so you can get a feel
for the questions that our fantastic students
were answering. We were delighted as
seven of our students received a Bronze
Award, placing them in the top 30% of
students nationally - an incredible feat.
These students include Mustafa (Best in
School), Joshua (2nd place), Joe (3rd
place) and Maya. Congratulations to all of
those involved.
There are plenty of other Maths
Challenges coming up this academic year.
First up, on 6th February 2020, is the
Intermediate Maths Challenge and soon
after that, on 20th April 2020, we have our
Junior Maths Challenge. Our higher ability
students in Year 9 and 10 and Year 7 and
8 respectively are entered. Four lucky
students in Year 8 and 9 also have the
opportunity to take part in the UK Maths
Team Challenge which will take place in
the summer term. Students compete at a
regional contest and carry out a series of
tasks in the hope of advancing to the
National Final to win the coveted National
title. This includes a finale of a ‘relay’
whereby teams split off into pairs, then
take it in turns to solve problems. This
round involves lots of movement as well as
Mathematics: it is a race against the clock
with lots of lively activity and excitement.
Students prepare for all these
competitions by attending the extracurricular clubs run by Mr Janner-Klausner
and Ms Ramtohul on Wednesdays and
Thursdays. Students of all ages attend
these clubs to explore and extend their
Mathematical knowledge beyond their
school year: some Year 7 students
regularly complete A Level content!
Victoria Eagle
Mathematics
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Winners of the Senior UK Maths Challenge Bronze Award
Junior Mathematical Challenge sample questions

Intermediate Mathematical Challenge sample questions

Senior Mathematical Challenge sample questions

Geography field notes
Eco Club workshop promotes eco awareness
For two weeks in November, students
participated in workshops about the
environment and crucial issues that
happen in everybody’s daily lives. We
looked at recycling and food waste.
During the session on recycling, we went
through some rubbish and thought about
how we could reuse, reduce and recycle it
to reduce waste. It was very interesting to
be aware that even a small amount could
lead to environment problems such as
pollution and the emission of greenhouse
gases. At our session about food waste,
we got to take part in a range of activities
such as looking at where different foods
come from and food miles which could
create global warming, how different
types of food packaging are not recyclable
and the importance of the compost cycle
as it is sustainable. We were intrigued to
know about all the stages of food being
produced before it is on our plate.
Additionally, we learnt about all the other
factors that food waste may affect such as
poverty, health, education, climate action
and many more. We got to investigate
how much food on average we throw
away without even realising it. Finally, we

noted down what we were going to do to
reduce food waste and what we will do in
school to make sure that we are not
wasting food. All of us have enjoyed
getting to know more about issues that we
were not so aware of before and we are
definitely more concerned about these
issues now and will be seeing what we
can do to improve this in school and at
home.
Shambavi Nadarajah, Year 9

Worldwise quiz team’s sparklers!
Remember, remember the 5th November…Geography, Trivia
and Pop (questions!). It really was a Fireworks’ night to remember
this year as the Geography Department took some of our
brightest sparks from Year 10 to compete in the annual
Geographical Association Worldwise Quiz at Dame Alice Owen’s
School.
Cameron, Zara and Ben really made a bang in the competition
providing The Compton’s best ever performance. We beat
Watford Grammar and City of London School but ended up a tiny
three points behind the joint winners, Dame Alice Owen’s and QE
Boys. We were so proud of our students as they confidently held
their own against four of the best selective schools in North
London and at half time were in
second place. Well done team…
you lit up fireworks night with your
Geography genius!!!
Pippa McKeown
2i/c Geography
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Science: observation, investigation and experimentation
Potions and potential in Science Club
The science department has welcomed
a new crew of inquisitive minds this year,
both in Year 7 and other year groups.
The Science Club year started with a
spectacular range of "magical" potions in
our Harry Potter themed session where
many students learned to see past the
mysterious reactions to deduce the
chemical reactions that were really
happening.

Since then, Science Club has looked at
different engineering careers, students
have built tiny elastic-band powered cars
and designed sturdy cargo-packages that
could be used for aid drops in remote
areas. We look forward to many more
exciting sessions to come!
Joseph Hooton
Science

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Are Robots Invading Our School?
Hello, we are the robotics
club!
You might be wondering
why you have never heard of
us before and this is because
we are a new club that has
started in TCS.
We have signed up to take
part in the First Tech
challenge - a competition to
build robots for a specific
challenge.
In this club we work
together to build a moving
robot to take to a regionals
competition in 2020 and
hopefully we might get
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through to nationals!
A box arrived for us in
September,
full
of
components to build our robot
and some instructions to help
us. We have spent the last
couple of months figuring out
how to build our robot and
program it to react to a
controller.
We used our
engineering and programming
skills along with considering
strategies to score the most
points in the competition.
If you are still not convinced
about what we do, the
competition is all about trying
to move bricks along the
playing space to get the most
points. The robot will travel

under different sized bridges
whilst holding the bricks. It is
all about building alliances
with other teams and trying to
create the biggest structure.
No, we are not buying a robot
and just programming it
ourselves, but we are actually
building it from scratch. Look
at the photo of what we have
developed so far. We have to
program it to work for a 30
minute autonomous section
and then have a player
controlled section of two
minutes to score as many
points as possible. It is really

challenging but great fun and
we are proud of our
achievements so far this year.
The last things that we can’t
forget are our team members:
Ms Yarwood, Ms Powell,
Alisha, Asagi, Beth, Rolan,
Zacari, Sam, Amir, Harry,
Anusan, Emily and Adam.
If you would like more
information, please visit:
https://www.firstuk.org/. We
will let you know how we got
on in the regional events in
the next newsletter.
Alisha, Asagi & Beth
Computer Science Students

SPORTS

News at The Compton School - Round 1
by Jasmine Adem

Run, jump, bounce, catch, bat, kick and throw!
Numerous clubs have been running throughout the first term; Netball, Trampolining, Table Tennis, Rugby, Dance,
Badminton and Football. All clubs have been successfully attended by a load of students ranging from years 7-11.
The attendees of Football Club have worked so hard in order to build an amazing set of teams for Years 7,8,9, 10 and
11. The girls teams all took part in separate tournaments for the Barnet League as well as being very successful in the
first round of the Middlesex Cup. Year 8 girls took part in an all-day English Football League (EFL) tournament which they
won and will now be representing QPR in the next round! The Year 10 boys football team have had a respectable start to
the year. They have played three games having won one, drawn one and lost one. The team have shown a great attitude
towards their competitive football and have the characteristics to do very well in the Barnet League.
Year 11 GCSE students have been attending the Castle Climbing Centre weekly this half term. They have been learning
how to tie-in, belay and climb safely. All students are climbing to a grade 5 and will be gaining very high practical grades
in their GCSE practical assessment.
Both Year 7 and 8 students took part in a sports hall athletics competition at QE Girls School where each team were so
supportive of each other and Year 8 girls bought home the bronze medals.
The Rugby Club was lucky enough to have a coach from the Saracens Foundation this term to help the teams improve
and make better players. The girls also played a match in the Middlesex Cup for the Year 9/10 team.
All girls’ netball fixtures have been played for this term in the first round of the Barnet League and it is all looking very
promising this year. A massive congratulation to the Year 7 girls’ team who have come together as a new team and worked
amazingly well to remain undefeated.

EFL Girls Football Champions

Year 11 GCSE Rock Climbing

Year 10 Boys Football Team

The Year 10 boy’s handball team who smashed Ashmole 13 - 4
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SPORTS

News at The Compton School - Round 2
by Jasmine Adem

Well done to Eva who won the
Shaftesbury Barnet Harriers Award for
the Under 13 girls field events (high
jump, long jump, javelin and triple jump)

Middlesex Cup U13s Winners - beat Gladesmore 9 - 0!

Congratulations to Edward who has been
selected to represent Barnet in the
Middlesex Cross Country Championships

Errin - 9th in the Barnet Cross Country
Championships

The Undefeated Year 7 Girls’ Netball Team

Students return to school:
Monday, 6th January 2020 (Week 1)
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James - 17th in the Barnet Cross
Country Championships

