THE

COMPTON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
“Outstanding” Ofsted

Issue 1: December 2020

To commemorate Black History Month, students in Year 9 were set the task
of producing a piece of work that celebrates a role model from one of the
four categories; politician, musician, sportsperson, actress/artist/celebrity.
Lots of great works were entered and a selection of these are currently up on
display in the School Reception. All the entries will be judged soon!
Artists: Riya Luthra, Rebecca Carvatchi, Leoni Theophanous, Grace Russell, Pimpa Tawinampant

Visit the school website on www.thecompton.org.uk
EXCELLENCE FOR ALL

A message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Students

This unique Autumn term has come to an end and I'd like to take this opportunity to celebrate how
well our students have coped with change and thank parents for your invaluable support.
Our school community never ceases to inspire me. This year has presented us all with new
challenges that our staff and student bodies have overcome with resilience and fortitude. Thinking of
this, I am reminded of the quote: "Intelligence is the ability to adapt to change" - Stephen Hawking. This
suggests to me that we have all gained emotional intelligence this year, as we have adapted to
become more kind, patient, and understanding.
We have all had our own unique experiences of the pandemic and yet we have also come together
as one to confront its difficulties, adapt to them, and ultimately learn.
I hope that you take the time to watch our online celebration assemblies and celebrate the success
of our students.
I wish you and your families a very happy and healthy holiday period.
School will re-open for students on Tuesday, 5th January (Monday 4th January is an INSET).
Ann Marie Mulkerins

Ann Marie Mulkerins, Headteacher

Message from the Chair of Governors
Dear Parents
I want to take this opportunity to do two things. First,
to pass on the wholehearted congratulations of the
Governing Body to all our students for their
achievements in the GCSE, BTEC and A level results.
We know how uniquely challenging the context was for
all the students in Years 11 and 13 and for the teaching
staff. Notwithstanding this, the range of achievements is
a huge credit to students and the staff. There is so much
to celebrate and be proud of.
Second, at the time of writing, The Compton, along
with many other schools across the country is grappling
with the real challenges of COVID cases amongst
students and staff. We know how stressful and
disruptive this has been for students, their families and staff and we are aware of how
hard and conscientiously Ann Marie and all the team have worked to keep the school
operating through the considerable disruption COVID continues to bring. With the
positive prospect of a vaccine being rolled out, let us hope these disruptions and risks will
rapidly diminish and in time disappear. But until then the Governors ask that everyone
does what they can to support the school through this uniquely challenging environment
and follow the COVID rules and safety requests.
We wish you all a very safe break over the Christmas holiday.
Howard Davies, Chair of Governors
chairofgovernors@thecompton.org.uk

Wishing a healthy and
happy holiday to all

Year 8s turn detective for the Brilliant Club
Lock down has not deterred
twelve scholars from Year 8,
who have taken part in a
university style programme of
study throughout this term. The
programme is run by an
organisation called The Brilliant
Club and the students have
been receiving tutorials and
assignment from a university
lecturer on the topic of ‘Disease

Detectives’. The students have
learned about infectious agents
and the diseases they cause.
They have been taught about
important prevention and
treatment methods for these
infectious diseases and current
issues surrounding these, such
as antibiotic resistance. They
have completed their final
assignments where they had to

writing and comprehension,
critical analysis, scientific
knowledge and independent
research. We would like to
congratulate them all for
achieving a 1st or a 2:1. We
are so proud of them!

act as ‘Disease Detectives’ and
write a report on how they
would reduce the spread of a
particular infectious disease
outbreak. They have also
developed the wider skills of
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Year 8 Scholars:
Isabella Adan
Rinor Ahmeti
Atif Aziz
Shaan Bhartiya
Itai Insler
Aashi Jain
Sebastian Lenkiewicz
Freya-Jane McCarthy
Anastasia Nasto
Alma Shabtay
Elcio Trindade Fernandes Lima
Tenesha Whittaker
Zoe Merrit
Deputy Headteacher

#BLM - a social movement or a trend?
Choosing
to
study
Psychology for my A Levels
has allowed me to establish
how the link between our
external environment and
mental processes inform the
way we behave. Over the
course of my Psychology A
Level I was enlightened to the
many ways in which the topics
I learned could be applied to
everyday life, different settings
and even different political
movements, especially the
topic of ‘Social Influence’.
Social Influence is the process
by which individuals and
groups change each other’s
attitudes and behaviours. This
is a concept that became very
visible among the ‘Black Lives
Matter’ movement.
The
2nd
June
was
#BlackOutTuesday. A day
when millions of people
collectively decided to show
solidarity with the movement.
Movie and music stars,
influencers and TV hosts would
post black squares on their
social
media
to
raise
awareness for the systemic
racism that led to the murders

of George Floyd, Breonna
Taylor and many, many more.
At first glance this simple act
may
seem
merely
performative,
but
the
movement gained so much
more traction, possibly due to
the effects of Normative Social
Influence (NSI). Normative
Social Influence is when
people agree with and follow
the actions of others to avoid
social rejection.
However, for those who often
seek social approval, which
tends to be the majority of
celebrities, we may question
the authenticity of those who
participated on 2nd June. For
instance, if a well-known
American influencer posted
their black square but posted
the name of a bigot to a ballot
box, psychologists would
argue that they simply
complied. This is a more
superficial and temporary form
of conformity where an
individual’s public actions don’t
match their private beliefs.
Whilst many have devoted
their lives to the cause, others
may not be genuine in their

support. They may simply be
going along with the majority
view which may end up
negatively impacting the cause
more.
Social Influence as a topic
also outlines how social
change can occur over time
through six main steps. Initially,
the recording of George
Floyd’s murder demonstrated
how a minority could draw
attention to police brutality by
providing proof of the problem
to those who do not face it firsthand. The video left no space
for denial so as it circulated
within social media, supporters
of BLM could show their
consistency in believing how
ingrained injustice is in black
people’s everyday lives. This
provoked deeper processing of
the issue – those who were
accustomed to their sheltered
lives
of
affluence
and
superiority began to question
the norm. This led to a concept
named the augmentation
principle where people may
engage in extreme activities to
show their strive for change.
For instance, statues of some

slave traders were brought
down, one of which ended up
in
the
Thames.
While
everyone’s
level
of
understanding may not be the
same, the various reactions
have resulted in a snowball
effect where the minority voice
grows louder. The minority who
initially pushed for change will
gain more followers, believers
and supporters who become
the larger majority. The BLM
protests of summer 2020 were
the largest the US had ever
seen, making a true shift seem
possible. While social change
may occur, people may soon
forget the origins of the
movement
–
social
cryptomnesia.
It is our job to keep the
memories of Floyd, Taylor and
many BLM protest organisers
alive whether it be through film,
storytelling or the school
curriculum so that we can
continue to be the social
change that we want to see.
Busayo Akinyemi
Year 13 Psychology Student

Strength and learning through horses
In mid-October, a group of Year 9s
embarked on a brand new 12-week project
– Strength and Learning Through Horses.
This is a fantastic opportunity for our

students where they can develop key life
and
employability
skills
including
communication, leadership, resilience and
teamwork…and gain a qualification while
they do it!
By three weeks in, the students had
already learned how to groom the horses,
to independently lead horses in from the
field and how to clean the stables
We can’t wait to see what will be learned
after the full 12 weeks.
Sharon Robinson
Level 3 Teaching Assistant
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Year 9s turn their artistic hands to Monoprinting
As part of their Human Rights project,
Year 9 students have studied the work of
Käthe Kollwitz and have begun creating
their own monoprints in response. They
had photographs taken of them performing
a pose and have then printed using these
photographs. The students had to take care
when making the prints as it is easy to
accidentally make marks. They were also
unable to see what the print would look like
until they lifted it up off the ink!
A lot of high quality prints were produced
and there are still some more to come!

One session is all it takes to make a Gerhard Richter inspired impression
Unfortunately, the ever developing lockdown prevented Year 7
Art Club from having more than one session this year. But in the
one session the students made a big impression. They were
studying the work of Gerhard Richter who creates very large scale
paintings but also creates abstract paintings over the top of
photographs. The students had a go at this using a selection of
printed photographs and a tool called a squeegee. They dragged
the photograph across the edge of the squeegee and moved the
paint around to create this abstracted, distorted effect.
When the club can resume they will develop their ideas and their
familiarity with the process and apply it to some photo canvases
that are no longer on
Diana Pricop
display around the
school. We hope to
create
some
new
paintings that can be
displayed around the
school in years to
come!

Ethan Lustig
Hazel Lewis

Year 13 scale up large
Students in Year 13 have been
working very hard recently on some
larger scale works! These works are
taking a lot of time and focus from the
students and they are pushing
themselves to work on this larger scale.
Hopefully they will be able to exhibit
these works in the future!

Year 8 Skate Art
So far this year, students in
Year 8 have been studying the
work of artists such as Mike Perry
in their Skate Art project. In more
recent weeks they have been
starting to design their skateboard
which will feature a location of
their choosing. Some of the
groups have already started with
the next step – a bit of painting
practice in anticipation of their
final skateboard piece.
The students showed that they
have not lost any of their edge
since Year 7 with some beautiful
small scale paintings being
produced!
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by Adam Ingliss, Art Technician

Year 9s hone their technical tastes
All D&T students have been working
incredibly hard this Autumn term, whether
it’s by working on their Non-Examined
Assessments or learning key skills for the
first time.
I would like to put a spotlight on some
outstanding Year 9 students who recently
chose which Design & Technology subject
they would like to study in more detail.
Here are some images of student's

showcasing their technical skills. The
competition is really-heating up in the Food
Room, with the new league table.
Currently leading the way are Joshua
Singer and Beth Jordan. Year 9 Food
students, please check SMHW for more
guidance on the technical skills we would
like you to demonstrate and how to
achieve points.
Josie Binns
Head of Design & Technology

Exciting use of technology in design
Since starting back at The
Compton School I have
embarked on a drive to
develop
the
CAD/CAM
(Computer Aided Design and
Manufacture) facilities within
the
Design
Technology
department as well as
introducing students to CAD
software.
Key Stage 3 students have
been developing their skills
using 2D Design to design a
device that would attach to a
key ring that would allow them
to open a door without the
need for their hand to make
physical contact with the door
handle, thus reducing the risk
of spreading germs. Students
designs are then cut out of
acrylic on the departments
laser cutter.
At Key Stage 5 students
have recently been introduced
to Fusion 360, which is a 3D
modelling programme, which
allows you to create viral
models of parts/components
and products. As an extra
bonus students have had their
parts
and
components
manufactured
on
the
departments filament 3D
printers.

Recently I was able to
purchase a new filament 3D
printer and a resin 3D printer
including washer and curer.
These will be used to
manufacture the parts and
components that students
produce for the Design
Technology product work
across the key stages
including GCSE and A Level
NEA work.
I am looking forward to
seeing CAD/CAM spread
across the department and
especially
seeing
what
students produce using it.
Andrew Pearce
Design & Technology

Follow us on Twitter @TheComptonDT and on Instagram @TheComptonDTdept
5

Drama Clubs in full swing
Year 7 Drama Club
Year 7 Drama Club has been a huge
success so far this year! Our club has
been full to the brim every week and
everyone who has participated has been
enthusiastic and energetic. We began the
year with Drama games, which the
students found very enjoyable and we
have continued with some small group
work, working from a stimulus. We hope to
continue Year 7 Drama Club with a high
level of positivity and we hope to work
towards a bigger project as we approach
the Summer Term.

our rehearsals on pause. However, the
students continued their commitment by
having a read through of scene two on MS
Teams. I am really looking forward to being
able to resume our sessions in the near
future and continue to bring the play
version of Dahl’s famous novel to life!
Zoe Merritt
Deputy Headteacher

Natasha Stanton, Drama Teacher and
Verity Balcombe, 2i/c Drama

Year 8 Drama Club
Year 8 Drama Club students have made
fantastic contributions to drama club this
term. Their creativity in acting, devising
and directing has shone! We started by
exploring characters and script from Alice
in Wonderland. The students solved the
staging problems with flair. They were
challenged with presenting the fall down
the rabbit hole and the shrinking of Alice
and responded with extremely creative
ideas. They staged the prologue as a
whole group and then split off into smaller
groups to create the Mad Hatter’s Tea

*Lockdown permitting!

Party. They revealed themselves to be
great comic actors! In the next session, the
students developed their devising skills by
creating their own versions of popular fairy
tales. The students then suggested we
explored some Roald Dahl and Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory seemed the
most popular choice. We staged Scene
One of the play before lockdown two put

Year 9 Drama Club
Year 9 Drama Club started
brilliantly, with absolutely fantastic
performance skills and imagination
from this fabulous bunch of students.
We studied a word, a theme and
scripts to help create a performance
and then explored a variety of ways
to stage this. Additionally, we
explored Newspaper theatre for the
first time to act as a stimulus.
Students have demonstrated a great
enthusiasm for all tasks, with a
particular aptitude for comedy! From
November onwards, our aim was to
focus on creating an assembly for
Key Stage 3.
Sarah Tunnadine
Head of Drama

Year 13 Exam duologues provoke thought and emotion

On Wednesday, 7th October our Year 13 A Level students created some
fantastic devised performances. They each performed a unique duologue
linked to a different style of theatre: Physical theatre, Naturalism and Total
theatre. Members of the audience commented on how much they enjoyed the
variety in performances each leaving them thinking about a different message
or feeling a different emotion. The students showed dedication, tenacity and
flexibility with the difficulties faced this year and their talent shone through.
Verity Balcombe
2i/c Drama

Autumn Term Drama Stars
Ms Stanton's winning stars:

Ms Merritt’s winning stars:

Year 7 - Sean Thapa
Year 8 - Anastasia Nasto
Year 9 - Enes Sahin

Year 9 –Rachel Williams
Year 10 – Joel Boateng
Ms Balcombe’s winning stars:

Ms Tunnadine’s winning stars:

Year 7 - Arthur Phillips
Year 8 - Max Lyons
Year 9 - Eva Chalisey
Year 10- Vlera Gara
Year 11 - Zara Russell
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Year 7 – Fahad Ahmed
Year 8 – Tate Greenwood
Year 9 – Almasjan Maitiniyazi
Year 11 – Jimeet Zaveri
Year 12 – Laila Davis
Year 13 - Caitlin Carter

Learning through live theatre online
This term, our Year 9, 10 and
11 GCSE students have been
working on developing their
analytical skills by evaluating
live theatre. As part of the
GCSE course, students must
watch and review live theatre.
We would usually invite a
theatre company into school to
perform to our Year 9 and 10
students to provide them with
this exciting experience, but
due to COVID-19, this year we
have been asked to watch live

theatre digitally instead.
In Year 9 and 10 lessons we
have been exploring the play
Metamorphosis - a play about
a man who wakes up one day
to find he has transformed into
a giant insect - whereas in Year
11, students have been
exploring the play called
Cookies, which features three
intertwined stories of people
who have been impacted by
social media. Here are some
of the responses from our

students:
“The voice recording was
distorted and intimidating,
creating
a
tense,
evil
atmosphere. This not only
creates tension but teaches the
audience a lesson about the
dark side of the internet.”
Marina Fonseca- Muller 11P

"As an audience, we felt
empathy for Gregor, and a sad
atmosphere was created.
However our emotion was
immediately cut off by the jolly

jazz music introducing the 'Am
I normal?' interlude. Therefore,
this resulted in a change of
atmosphere as we were
distanced
from
Gregor's
emotion. This is a Brechtian
technique, as he wanted to
make
the
audience
unemotional so they could
rationally judge the story." Joe
Goodman- Spears 10T
Sarah Tunnadine
Head of Drama

What Axa, Jamie and Harry did next

We are very proud that many of our ex-students leave us to pursue creative careers in theatre, film and television. In this
newsletter, I would like to showcase three of our ex-students at different stages of their training and career.

Axa Hynes

Photo Credit:
Michael Shelford

Compton student from 2000 to 2005
We are extremely proud of Axa who has had a varied career in theatre and film since leaving The
Compton. She has worked at RADA (the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts) for two years and this year
became their ‘Director of Access and Participation’.
Throughout her career Axa has consistently worked towards positive representation in the arts. Her work
is focused on youth empowerment through arts engagement and she is focused on providing opportunity
and possibility for young people. She has worked in a variety of roles managing youth arts programmes at
Platform Youth Hub, Kiln Theatre, National Theatre, Young Vic, Talawa and Unicorn Theatre.
Axa achieved a first class honours degree in Drama and Theatre Studies with Psychology. She also
completed her Masters to distinction in Applied Theatre: Drama in Educational, Community & Social Contexts at Goldsmiths University.
She began her career working as an agent at Olivia Bell Management, and has worked in casting for short films, feature films and
theatre. She regularly consults on diversity and inclusion for arts organisations and delivers anti-racism training. Axa is currently on the
board for the Unicorn Theatre and Uproot Productions. In her role as RADA's Director of Access and Participation, she brings together
her experience in youth engagement with her knowledge on inclusion, social mobility and access to higher education for underrepresented groups.
This term our A Level drama students have benefited from Axa’s wealth of experience. She has presented to them on opportunities
within RADA’s Youth Company and held a ‘virtual’ Question & Answer Session about Drama Schools and Careers in the Arts. Our
students were really inspired and a number of them have applied to be part of RADA’s first ‘Digital Youth Company’.

Jamie Demetriou

Compton student from 1999 to 2004
After Jamie left The Compton School, he went onto study a BTEC in Performing Arts at Chickenshed
Theatre Company followed by a degree in drama at Bristol University. He began his career in stand-up
comedy and received critical acclaim at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. He went on to appear in numerous
television comedies as well as films including Paddington 2, as The Professor, and the animated Sherlock
Gnomes, as Moriarty. Jamie is also a writer and wrote the comedic television series ‘Stath Lets Flats’ in
which he stars with his sister, Natasia Demetriou (also a Compton Alumni, 1996 - 2001). This summer Jamie
achieved amazing success at the British Academy of Film and Television Arts Awards. He was presented
with not one, but three BAFTAs: Best Writer: Comedy, Male Performance in a Comedy Programme and
Best Scripted Comedy (as producer). We are thrilled that Jamie graced our school hall stage with numerous performances before his
television and film career took off!

Harry Curley
Compton Student from 2011 to 2018
Harry is currently in his second year as an Actor-Musician student at Rose Bruford College. Following is
an extract of a blog he has written about his studies.
In our acting seminar we have been discussing the importance of class injustice in political theatre;
notably Brecht’s theatre and the provocation for change that he gives to the audience. The focus for us as
actor-musicians is to elicit this feeling of astonishment as the audience watch the inequities taking place on
stage. We have been exploring this idea of the active audience member who is assessing and evaluating
the morality of the characters and the dire circumstances in which they often find themselves.
In our composition classes we have also been using music to communicate ideas within these political
contexts. Our task this term was inspired by the famous step sequence in Eisenstein Odessa's 1925 film ‘Battleship Potemkin’. Using
the principles of Kurt Weil - the composer Brecht worked with frequently - we created compositions inspired by the film. Some students
created a piece of music that could run alongside the sequence as accompaniment. Others decided to zoom in on one element of the
stimulus and write a composition based on that. One of my classmates wrote a disconcerting piece called ‘The Parasol Song’ – a
deeply critical piece about the futility of umbrellas and their variants.
Next week we will be put into rehearsals for our political plays and we will wave goodbye to our actor-musicians company until we're
reunited in the next skills block. Our group of 15 will be split into small handfuls and put into plays with our peers on the Acting course.
This feels hugely exciting; I am eager to see how our slightly different creative vocabularies will work together during the rehearsal
process. The actors’ musicality feels different to ours, yet I think within our separate specialisms we may find we have a lot more in
common than we think."
Zoe Merritt, Deputy Headteacher
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2020 A Level Success
We are delighted with this year’s set of A Level results, with a large number of students achieving top grades, despite the very
challenging circumstances. It is very rewarding to see students we have worked with over the last two years now heading off to the
destinations of their choice. We would like to say a huge well done to all our Year 13 alumni and wish them all the best as they start
the next exciting stage of their careers.
Below are some of the result highlights:
Ruby - A*, A*, A*- Diploma in Art & Design, Central St Martins
Abdul - A*, A*, A* - Chemical Engineering, Imperial College London
Ceyda - A*, A*, A- International Relations, King’s College London
Sena - A*, A*, A - Law, Keio University Japan
Saffron - A*, A*, A - Korean Studies with Japanese, University of Sheffield
Callie - A*, A*, A- Ancient History, University of Birmingham
Evie - A*, A*, A - Law, University of Bristol
Shiv - A*, A, A - Economics and Management, University of Loughborough
Kiran - A*, A, A - Psychology, University of Southampton
Bilal - A*, A, A - Political Economy, King’s College University of London
Sophie - A*, A, A - Politics & International Studies, University of Warwick
Muzamel - A*, A, A - Economics, University of Loughborough
Meena - A*, A, A - History, University of Durham
Ala - A*, A, A - Gap Year, re-applying for Medicine 2021 entry
Xorayah - A, A, A - Politics & International Relations (with a year abroad), Queen Mary University of London
Mathi - A, A, A - Gap Year, re-applying for Medicine 2021 entry
Scarlet -A*, A, B - Business Management and Economics, Nottingham Trent University
Damon - A*, A, B - Accounting & Finance, University of Sussex
Bardia - A*, A, B - Mathematics, Queen Mary University of London
Rehena - A*, A, B- Optometry, City University of London
Alexandra - A*, A, B - Mathematics & Finance, City University of London
Jordan - Distinction*, Distinction*, B- Accounting & Finance, University of Northampton
Simge - Distinction*, Distinction*, B - Law, University of Surrey
Hima - Distinction*, Distinction*, B - Human Nutrition, University of Westminster
Aneesah - Distinction, Distinction, A- Design Management, University of the Arts London
John - Distinction, Distinction, B - Business & Management Studies, University of Sussex

Focus on Students’ success
Outlined here are three of our Sixth
Form students from the graduating class
of 2020 and what they had to say about
their experiences of Sixth Form at TCS.

Ruby

Abdul

Jordan

Degree Course
Chemical Engineering
University
Imperial College London
Degree Course
Accountancy and Finance
University
University of Northampton
A Level Subjects
BTEC Diploma in Business –
Distinction*, Distinction *
A Level Product Design - B
What Jordan had to say:
Coming into the Sixth Form as an
external student, I felt at home
immediately. The teachers were all
welcoming and made me feel like I
belonged in the school.
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A Level Subjects
Chemistry - A*
Mathematics - A*
Physics – A*
Sixth Form involvement
• In2 Science placement
• Aiming High Programme
What Abdul had to say:
The careers help at The Compton is
truly amazing. The Sixth Form team
and tutors were a great help when it
came to writing my personal
statement. This help is the reason
why I was able to get into my dream
university.

Course
Diploma in Art & Design
University
Central St Martin’s, University of the
Arts London
A Level Subjects:
Art & Design - A*
English Literature - A*
Sociology – A*
Sixth Form involvement:
• Head Girl
• Exposure youth magazine
• LGBTQ + group
• National NatWest Challenge
Business Enterprise award Winner
What Ruby had to say:
The Compton Sixth Form has
allowed me to excel academically as
well as in terms of personal
development.
From
national
competitions to volunteering trips
abroad, the countless extra-curricular
opportunities offered there really
expanded my passion and ambitions
and opened many doors for my future
beyond A Levels.

Valuable laboratory experience and study strategies
Zaynab in Year 13 has been
participating in the STEM
Potential programme run by
Imperial College London, since
the beginning of Year 12. The
programme consists of a
mixture of academic and skills
sessions which aim to support
students prepare for higher

level study of a STEM subject.
Zaynab was able to gain
extensive
laboratory
experience
under
the
supervision of Imperial Student
Ambassadors, enhancing her
skills and knowledge in Biology
and Chemistry, together with
helpful practise in effective
revision
and
interview
technique. She has found the
programme very worthwhile so
far:
“I found it very interesting to
compare undergraduate study

strategies with those we are
taught
at
A
Level.
Comprehending a broad range
of
strategies
gave
me
confidence in applying them to
my learning and revision”.
Having
completed
her
Extended
Project
on
Nanodiamonds, Zaynab is now
applying to study Sciences at
university and will no doubt be
highly successful in both her
studies and her future career.
Dominique Doyle
Careers and Study Support

Sixth Form Careers Focus
Year 13 UCAS Applications
Well done to the 15 students who submitted early entry applications to UCAS this October. They were required to spend significant
time preparing their application, with some students sitting admissions tests in early November. The deadline for all other students to
submit their applications to the Sixth Form Team was Monday 14th December 2020, in order to guarantee that applications were sent
to UCAS before the Christmas break. Any remaining students who have not yet submitted their application for checking must do so
by Monday 11th January at the very latest in order to guarantee that it can arrive with UCAS by the official deadline
of Friday 15th January 2021. Thank you for all of your support throughout the UCAS process. We look forward to
hearing about all the offers received.

Y12 Aiming High Programme and Careers
In November we launched our Aiming High programme with our new Year 12 cohort. The programme targets our highest-achieving
students and supports them in making high-quality applications to top universities including Oxford and Cambridge and for entry to
competitive careers such as Medicine and Law. Students who have been invited to participate, have received a letter for their parents
and we look forward to working closely with these students as they progress through their Sixth Form journey.
All students in Year 12 have been
encouraged to join UpTree, a professional
network for young people, to explore and
take advantage of the many virtual workrelated opportunities available to them.
Students have also registered on our multifunctional careers platform Unifrog, which
they will use throughout their time in Sixth
Form to research and plan their post 18
career pathways.

Year 13 Virtual Open
Evening and Mock Exams

Hello and welcome, Year 12
It has been lovely to get back to school
with the new year Year 12 cohort making
a successful start to the academic year.
Students have settled in well and we are
enjoying getting to know them. We are
looking forward to expanding their
opportunities throughout the year and will
be encouraging them to get involved with
enrichment in the coming weeks. As well
as The Student Leadership Team, we
have provided students with a detailed
booklet through the Super Curricular
Enrichment that offers key tips to
success to support and enhance
knowledge in and around subjects. This
is a useful resource for students to use in
the coming months in preparation for
starting their UCAS applications.

Thank you to all Year 13 parents who
took part in our very first Virtual Parents
Evening. The evening was very
successful and we look forward to
continuing to support your child with
you as they go through their final year
of A Levels and make the next steps to
completing this stage of their
education.
We would like to say a huge well
done to all of Year 13 for recently
completing their mock exams from 2nd
– 13th November 2020. The student’s
dedication and commitment throughout
the period was exceptional and we are
extremely proud of how all students
conducted themselves. It is evident that
students took the exams very seriously
and can now continue to study towards
their final exams in June 2021.
Zekiye Kubilay, Sixth Form Administrator
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Sixth Form taster day ahead of
application deadline
Well done to all the students in Year 11 for
engaging so well in the Sixth Form subject talks
and A Level taster day this term. Lots of you
have carefully considered your options and
hopefully all students have met the application
deadline. We will be finalising all students’
applications in the new year and will be in
touch.

Head Boy and Head Girl reflect on a positive and busy first term
Our Sixth Form Head Boy,
Armin and Head Girl, Carla
wanted to take a moment to
reflect on the first term of Year
13. It has been a really positive
first term back and we are
extremely proud of the efforts
students have put in and the
commitment they have shown.
Carla:“It is a very busy time
of year for Year 13 having just
completed our mock exams,
working towards receiving our
predicted grades and sending
off UCAS applications. We
have all been receiving our
mock results over the last week
and it’s been good to see what
I now need to work on going
forward in preparation for my
exams. I have recently
finalised
my
personal
statement and I am now

focusing on narrowing down
the universities I’m applying to.
I’m hoping to do English and
American Literature next year.
It has been a very different kind
of year and it is comforting
knowing that we are all in the
same position. Our teachers
have been offering lots of
support for students both in
school and those who are
working at home. I’d like to
thank them on behalf of all
students for this because being
back at school has had some
challenges and it’s reassuring
to have help and support on
hand.”
Armin: “We have all been
working very hard since
returning in September and I
am pleased with the progress
and improvements made

following my mock exams. This
will help strengthen my
chances of getting in to my top
university choices. The course
I am looking to do at university
is Accounting and Finance as I
love numbers and logical
problem solving.
Being back at school has
been a little bit strange due to
the change from learning
online at the beginning of
lockdown to getting back in to
the routine of coming back to
school. It is definitely a more
positive experience as lessons
in school are so beneficial to
help my knowledge and
understanding. I must give a
big thanks to all my teachers
as they still manage to make
sure we are working to our
highest potential whilst keeping

on track with everything we
missed during lockdown.
Both Armin and Carla have
been fantastic role models in
their positions of Head Boy and
Girl and have been an
exceptional support to the
whole school and student
body. They will soon be
passing on their titles and
sharing their expertise as the
Sixth Form Leadership Team
applications open for our new
Year 12 cohort to apply. We
thank
the
Sixth
Form
Leadership team for all of their
outstanding efforts over the
last year and look forward to
welcoming a new Leadership
Team in the Spring term.
Errin Keefe
Year 13 Pastoral Leader

Year 12 UK Mathematics Trust Challenge Certificate Winners

On Thursday, 5th November, 29 Year 12 students sat the UK Maths Challenge, a demanding exam designed to stretch students’ problemsolving skills. Six students achieved a Bronze medal and two students achieved a Silver medal - an excellent achievement. Congratulations
to them all!
Dominique Doyle
Careers and Study Support
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Musical shoutouts for hard work and creativity
At the close of every Half Term the Music Department will nominate some KS3 & KS4 students for a special shout out for their hard
work and creativity in Music.
Well done & congratulations to the following students from Autumn 1:
Rimey Harlow, Monica Georgieva, Hiba El-Mansouri-Sghiar, Amir Jelbaoui, Pimpa Tawinampant, Nam Le, Harrison Radnedge,
Yasmin Wilson, Adam De Sousa, Josianne Dibanziula, Ryutaro Katsumata and Toby Lyons.
We look forward to sharing our special shout out at the end of this half term
Angelina Barlow
Head of Music

Musical learning on the departmental YouTube Channel
The Music department has been using it’s Youtube
channel to enhance the learning of all Key Stage 3 and
Key Stage 4 students. Video tutorials have been shared
with students either ahead of time or after the lessons to
help KS3 make the most of their music learning.
Podcasts and videos on the GCSE setworks have been
used regularly in lessons as well as a recap for home
learning. We have also been recording all KS3 work
throughout the term and sharing the video links with
students and parents via Show My Homework. It has
been fantastic to see so many of you engaging with this
platform.
Cristina Tanzi
Music

Even in self isolation, the music just keeps on coming
Well done to all KS3
students who have been
performing live or sending their
recordings during remote
lessons while in self-isolation.
The photos show samples of
work from student's in 9A3.

A special shout out to:
Edward Hankin (beautiful
singing of All I want for
Christmas) , Adam Romdhame
and all the students from 9A3
Angelina Barlow
Head of Music

Cooperation and collaboration puts the spotlight on Enterprise
As part of The Compton School’s
Careers Programme, an opportunity arose
for four Year 10 students (Bilal, Alex G,
Alisha & Alike) and four Year 12 students
(Michelangelo, Kelechi, Sanaa & Saqer) in
December last year, to participate in the
Haven House Enterprise Challenge. It
was a regional competition whereby
schools in the North London and Essex
area compete to raise as much money for
the
charity
through
using
their
entrepreneurial skills and business
acumen. These students met with the
organisers of the event alongside directors
from Galliard Homes (who were also
supporting the initiative) and were buddied
with mentors to support the process. The
students worked together from January to
March 2020 running fortnightly team

meetings and planning sessions in order to
put together a series of fundraising events.
These included smoothie sales, Guess the
Sweets in a Jar, an Easter raffle and
setting up a donations page.
The Enterprise programme reached its
finale on Tuesday, 17th November, when
The Compton School, alongside all the
other schools involved, took part virtually in
the awards ceremony of the Haven House
Enterprise Challenge. It was a great
evening to hear creative fundraising ideas
from other schools and see the final total
raised to support the children’s hospice.
Various awards and accolades were
presented
and
we
would
like
to congratulate Alisha for being awarded
the ‘Mentor Award’, given for her
commitment to the entire challenge and

creative ideas put forward throughout. We
also want to say a massive well done to
Alike for her enthusiasm to raise money for
the project throughout. Well done girls –
what a great way to start Year 10! And well
done to all the other students who took part
in the challenge - you really were a credit
to the school and played a significant role
in raising as much money as possible for a
very worthy cause.
On the evening it was announced that
collectively, over £12,000 was raised by
the participating schools for Haven House
to support the Children's Hospice. We look
forward to running this opportunity for
students at The Compton School in the
future.
Kerry Pearce-Histed
Year 10 Manager
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Year 9s face the Great Debate Creative writing

At the Compton School Year 9 certainly were
never going to let a little thing like a national
lockdown dampen their spirits. This year they
have jumped straight in at the deep end by
embarking upon a brand new adventure:
debate. As a mixture of critical thinking,
persuasion and public speaking, the group have
pushed themselves to analyse challenging and
relevant topics as well as stand up in front of
their peers to make their voices heard. Sound
somewhat straightforward? Well, they don’t get
to choose which side they’re on! Instead, they

have been pushed to create well-reasoned and
well-structured arguments that oppose their own
views – the ultimate task in considering all sides
of an argument. Each session is a closely fought
battle, with the most responsive, developed and
confident team crowned victorious. Ms
Goodfellow and Ms Panagi are proud to be
involved with such a mature and moral group of
young adults and can’t wait for extra-curricular
clubs to begin again!

Elaine Goodfellow and Kalypso Panagi
English

English Revision sessions make excellent exam prep
English revision has been a
huge success this half term.
Attendance has been excellent
and the English Department
have been impressed with
Year 11’s positive attitude and
approach to these sessions.
This half term we have
covered key skills required for
the Language Paper 2 exam.
These sessions have provided
students with the opportunity to
revisit what has been taught in
class and practise their
understanding of these skills
on different unseen texts. For

two sessions we moved onto
Literature Paper 1 revision with
a focus on key quotes and
exam
technique
for
A
Christmas Carol and An
Inspector Calls. All sessions
were planned and taught to
ensure all of Year 11 were well
prepared for their mock exams.
In the last two sessions this
term, we focused on the plot of
Macbeth to ensure all students
were confident in this area and
ready to begin their analysis of
the play when we revisit it in
January. Next half term our

revision sessions will cover
Literature Paper 2, Macbeth
and Unseen Poetry.
The English Department
would like to thank all parents
for their support and say a
massive well done to all Year
11 students for attending these
sessions and working hard.
Revision will continue in the
Spring Term every other
Monday 3pm-4pm depending
on your Form Group:
C, O, T, N
Monday, 4th January
Monday, 18th January
Monday, 8th February
Monday, 1st March
Monday, 15th March

Year 7 Creative Writing
Club got off to a great start
this term with our budding
writers thinking about how
to create really exciting,
realistic characters for their
stories. We did some speed
writing (students wrote a
story inspired by a picture in
just 10 minutes!) and those
who wanted to, shared their
work. Next term we are
going to be looking at movie
clips for some great
inspiration on where to set
our stories and how to
create
suspense
and
tension. We will also be
launching a short story
writing competition which
students can enter with
winners and prizes being
awarded before the next
half term holiday. We hope
to see lots of you there!
Polly Hayes
English

M, P, S, H
Monday, 11th January
Monday, 25th January
Monday, 22nd February
Monday, 8th March
Monday, 22nd March
Rebecca Collins
2i/c English

Autumn term highlights in the LRC
In the LRC we know that our students
really enjoy anything interactive, for
example a quiz or a quick poll. Here are
some of this term’s highlights:* Harvest time quiz - students enjoyed
trying to guess the titles of books
containing fruit, vegetables or herbs. Clues
were to be found in a large basket of
produce placed on the LRC counter.
Examples included ‘Artichoke Hearts’ by
Sita Brahmachari and ‘Oranges in No
Man’s Land’ by Elizabeth Laird.
* Who doesn’t enjoy villains in books? Our
second quiz this term was guessing the
evil villains from short descriptions.
* We created a post-it notes Wall of
Thankfulness,
in
time
for
our
12

Remembrance
commemorations
in
November. Some students gave thanks to
their relatives and some even thanked
literary characters for existing!
* To tie in with a display of Simon
Scarrow’s series of time-travel books,
TimeRiders, we set up a Get out of 2020!
area. Students wrote down which year
they would love to travel to and why. One
favourite of ours was ‘I would travel to
1985 to see Live Aid’.
* Year 7 have been nurturing plant
cuttings. They were asked to come up with
the best literary names for their plants. We
liked ‘Hermione the Heliotrope’.
Gillian Wolfe
Learning Resource Centre Assistant

Appreciating differences and hidden talents
When Christopher, the main character in
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-time,
feels
overloaded
by
information he curls up into a ball and does
‘groaning’. To outsiders this might seem a
strange thing to do but to Christopher it
makes perfect sense as it allows him to
block things out.
Christopher is neurodiverse, and The
Curious Incident was one of the first
mainstream young adult books to explore
neurodiversity - in this case in the form of
Asperger’s.
Neurodiversity is the range of ways in
which their brain can operate and interpret
information. People naturally have
different interests, strengths, weaknesses
and motivations. Most people are
neurotypical, meaning the brain functions
and processes information in the way
society expects. Around 1 in 5 people in
the UK are considered neurodiverse,
meaning they may have one or more of
the following: dyslexia, dyscalculia, ADHD,
Autistic Spectrum Disorder, Tourette’s
Syndrome, dyspraxia or dysgraphia.
Most forms of neurodiversity are
experienced along a spectrum and have a
range of associated characteristics – often
not immediately visible – that can vary
from individual to individual. The effects on
the individual can also change over time
and
they
may
experience
the
characteristics of more than one type of
neurodivergence. People should not be
stereotyped according to the better known
characteristics. For example, not all

This term in the LRC we have been focusing on neurodiversity in literature. Our display is
based on the book ‘Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children’ and is a light-hearted
look at hidden talents

autistic people will be good at maths or
fixated on certain objects or colours.
There is an emerging belief that if so
many human beings are neurodiverse,
then this must be part of the rich variety of
intelligences, abilities and differences that
are part of humanity. Neurodiverse people
succeed in all walks of life, including as
scientists, entrepreneurs, programmers,
physicists, MPs, engineers, accountants,
lecturers, creatives, innovators and
inventors.
Any term that includes ‘diversity’ should
naturally lead to ‘inclusion’ – acceptance
and respect for individual differences that

ensures we all belong and can achieve our
full potential, contributing to society and
are afforded the same rights and
protections as everyone else.
As neurodiversity is becoming more
recognised, authors have responded with
a swathe of relevant fiction and non-fiction
books and we have numerous enjoyable
titles to borrow in the LRC. Many of these
are described in our ‘Appreciating
Differences’ reading list, whose books
feature characters with a wide range of
challenges and conditions.

Pet plants help to green the LRC
As well as looking nice, plants offer many benefits to our wellbeing, says the Royal
Horticultural Society. Spending time around nature has been shown to reduce stress levels
and improve mental health. Indoors, plants help create a serene and calming atmosphere.
The right plants can help to reduce tension, anxiety and depression.
This term Year 7 students have been able to sponsor their own baby houseplant taken from
cuttings, naming, watering and caring for it as part of a drive to include more greenery in the
LRC. So far, all the plants are thriving and any that are still healthy at the end of the school
year can be taken home by their sponsors.
Natalia Marshall
Learning Resource Centre Manager

Natalia Marshall
Learning Resource Centre Manager

Year 10s train to
become
Peer Mentors
In the Autumn term, many Year
10 students completed application
forms to successfully apply to
become a Peer Mentor. It was
great to see so many entries and
read how they will support The
Compton School further. Since
then, they have worked hard to
pass a five-week training course to
understand the importance of
building relationships and how to
support students with queries.

We want to congratulate all the
Year 10 students who completed
the course and now are able to
collect certificates and badges
from Ms Histed in Student
Services. We look forward to them
getting stuck into their Peer
Mentoring role to support Year 7
students in the New Year.
Kerry Pearce-Histed
Year 10 Manager
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Computer Science Students face the
Bebras Challenge for the second year
The Bebras Computing Challenge
introduces computational thinking to
students. It is organised in over 50
countries and designed to get students all
over the world excited about computing.
The provisional results are out and we
have some amazing scores. Well done to
all the Year 10 and Year 12 Computer
Science students that took part.
In Year 12, Chen achieved the best in

school in Elite Class with Bryan a close
second.
In Year 10 Tiago achieved the best in
school in the Senior Class with Harrison a
close second.
Well done to Bibi and Tiffany for both
achieving distinction as well
Again well done to all who participated.
The challenges are completed in 40
minutes and students will be lose marks on

questions they get incorrect.
They are
very challenging and really test your
problem solving skills.
If you want to challenge yourself, have a
look at our posters for Computer Science
this year located outside G2. If you
manage to solve the challenges then you
should find Ms Yarwood or Ms Karabey.
Prizes for the first correct answers.
By Julie Yarwood
Head of Computer Science

Year 12 consider how tech is helping us to deal with Covid- 19
As part of the bridging work for A Level
Computer Science students were asked to
investigate how technology is being
developed to help cope with the pandemic.
Here is an extract from Omar’s
contribution:
One robot that achieves this task is the
UV autonomous robot which is used most
commonly in hospitals to sterilise rooms by
using a powerful UV light which effectively
kills the virus while remaining chemical
free for patients which might be very

Raspberry Pi Foundation: Learn at Home

The Raspberry Pi Foundation has launched Digital Making at Home.
Join young people from all over the world on the Raspberry Pi Foundation’s weekly
live stream. We’ll chat, code together, hear from cool people, and see amazing digital
making projects from kids just like you.
Use the link to join
https://www.raspberrypi.org/at-home/
They also have loads of projects that you can follow to learn how to program and
create some cool games. You wouldn’t want to create a website or create a lost in
space game. There is also some code for a fart detector!!.
https://projects.raspberrypi.org/en
Create for ages 6+. All instructions on the site. Majority of the software is free to.
Happy coding.
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vulnerable. The robot automatically roams
around the room without any instructions
and effectively gets into every corner,
ensuring sanitation without any human
risk.
Here is an extract from Ivan’s
contribution:
Video conferencing software started to
be used more for personal, business and
social needs. For example, the video
conferencing app ‘Zoom’ had 10 million
daily users and this March it expanded to
200 million. Overall, video chats help to
maintain mental health and give emotional
relief from stress by making a connection
with other people. Also the NHS use video
conferencing to make video consultation
swith patients and other doctors. This
again help to decrease the spread of the
virus between doctors and patients.

Well done to all my Year 12 Computer
Scientist for their excellent contributions.
Julie Yarwood
Head of Computer Science

Hands up for hands-on practical Science
2020 has provided many challenges but
the science department has been able to
overcome them and we are thrilled to have
introduced even more practicals to our
KS3 schemes of work to allow frequent
opportunities to explore the scientific
method.
Off the back of the remote competition
held back in July (The Great Exhibition
Challenge), our Year 8s were set a new
BioMedia Meltdown competition - this time
about conservation. During science club,
future scientists (currently in Year 8) found
out that conservationists work in protection
and preservation of environment and
wildlife. In the Year 7 science club, our
future scientists (currently in Year 7) were
exploring chemical reactions with a Harry
Potter twist - with marks on Ms Celik's lab
ceiling as evidence of the fun! (Only joking
site team).

Year 8 classes learnt about the
importance of animal ethics whilst
investigating the habitat of woodlice using
choice chambers. Year 8 classes also
developed their investigative skills by
planning and experimenting to find out
which of the unknown acids were the
strongest. It has been a busy term for Year
9 science lessons filled with exciting
demonstrations that involved air pressure
and hands-on chemistry practicals. One of
the practicals was to recreate the
experiments of English scientist Robert
Hooke, who lived from 1635-1703. This
involved adding masses to a spring and
measuring how much it extended. Our
Year 10 Biologists observed and
investigated how plants use transpiration
to absorb water. We cannot wait to see
what 2021 brings!
Burcu Celik
3i/c Science

Behind the laboratory doors...

Another exciting lesson takes place behind
the classroom doors of M2 as 8O continue to
learn about chemical reactions. With goggles
on faces, Bunsen Burners blaring and
chemicals at the ready, students have been
carrying out an array of experiments of
burning magnesium ribbon, making crystals,
doing displacement reactions, making slime
and investigating the properties of slime. All
in the... name of Science. Looks like we have
some scientists in the midst.
Fabienne Pulizzi Brown
Head of Health and Social Care

...and the practicals continue into Years 12 and 13

Practical work is an integral
part of all A level courses, and
this will also be the case for
the Applied Science BTEC
running at The Compton next
year. This term has seen Year
12 physicists in Mr TaylorMoore's class investigating
density and viscosity of fluids
by measuring the flow rate of
ball bearings through glass
tubing.
Mrs Khamar, our
senior science technician,
stunned Year 13 chemists

with a colourful demonstration
of reversible reactions and Ms
Thana's Year 13 biologists
collected empirical evidence
of woodlice's preferred habitat
conditions. A Level and BTEC
Appled Science students are
assessed on their practical
techniques throughout the
course and our current cohort
are certainly honing their
skills.

Kdevin Moulton
Head of Science
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SPORTS

News at The Compton School

Clocking up the miles (and money!) in the November Fitness Challenge
During November, Ms Milne
and some of her Year 13 A Level
PE
students
challenged
themselves to complete a certain
amount of mileage in the month.
Not to be outdone, staff joined in
the challenge too!
They all had to decide how they
were going to cover the distance
and how far they wanted to go (eg
walking, running, cycling or
swimming, etc; 10k, half
marathon, marathon or more).
They also chose a charity to
support and ‘bought’ a medal,
with some of the money spent
going straight to that charity and if
they wanted, they could raise
more.
Congratulations to the following
staff and students who certainly
pushed themselves to the limit
over the month of November:

Mr Stone shows off his Movember medal. Movember was one of the charities that benefitted (to the
tune of over £1600!) from the November Fitness Challenge that the above staff, plus a few who didn’t
quite make the photoshoot, took on in the name of fundraising and fitness

Omari Caro - 190kg 1 rep. max
squat - weightlifting challenge
Holly Conway - 42km - run
Jonathan Dunbar - 645km cycled
Annie-Rose Dunn - 94.66km walk/run/cycled
John Flanagan - 100km - run
Victoria Freed - 42km - run
Holly Hawkins - 42km - run

7C interform rounders champs!

Tom Magnitis - 310km - cycled
Annie McAnulty - 50km - run
Adam McDonnell - 340km run
and 480km cycled
Jonathan McDonnell - 200km cycled
Stuart Merritt - 100km - run,
50km - cycled
Nicki Milne - 200km - run/cycled
Jane Morley - 50km - run

Ann Marie Mulkerins - 133km cycled
David Neilson - 64km - run
Jeremy Stone - 544km - cycled
Siobhan Tate - 360km - cycled
Emily Walker-Nolan - 52km - run
- *and raised £650 for The North
London Hospice*
Nicki Milne
2i/c PE

...and a final word

As the year is coming to an end it is important that we all
reflect and remember our achievements this year as well as
starting to plan our new targets for the next year. This year has
been different and challenging for most however we used our
time at home wisely and together we completed home workouts,
written reflections and online 60 second challenges.

Well done to 7C who
beat 7H 8-2 in the Year 7
Girls' Rounders Final, on
Monday, 19th October.
Congratulations
to
Lauren, Mbali, Himani,
Valentina, Trisha and
Maja, in the back row and
to Bella, Aisha, Monica,
Radhika, Melissa and
Leah in the front. You did
your class proud, girls.

TCS on Facebook
You are all invited to like our page and share it with family and
friends for all the latest news, videos, daily notices as well as
important school updates.
www.facebook.com/thecomptonschool
Facebook- @thecomptonschool
You can also follow the school on our Twitter
@thecompton

The Compton
School Podcast:
The link to our new Podcast
site is -The Compton School
Podcast • A podcast on Anchor
We are now on Spotify just search The Compton
School

Thank you to
Mr & Mrs Yang!
A massive ‘thank you’ to Mr
and Mrs Yang, as they
generously donated a large
box of 2000 disposable
masks for The Compton
School to use.

The PE department’s top three moments of 2020:
1. 13th February 2020 - Our Young Leaders helping out at the
Primary school Sports Festival (photo)
2. Harry Young creating a chalk obstacle course for his
community to stay active and upbeat during lockdown in April.
3. All the contributions to the 60 second challenges and online
workout challenges that we received via Show My Homework.
Make next year count and set yourself a challenge; something
that is will improve your health and fitness. It could be a target to
walk for 30 minutes a day, or a challenge to be able to run a 5km
race by the end of the year or even to join a sports club and
aspire to represent the school in a sports team.
As you may already know, sports and physical activity has an
uncountable amount of benefits for the participants which can be
physical, mental, emotional and social.
So set yourself a challenge for next year and do this for you.
Jasmine Adem
PE

Return to School: Tuesday, 5th January 2021
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