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EXCELLENCE THROUGH
DEDICATION AND RESPECT

Mashed up Gummy Bears or polystyrene-eating alien’s blood?
See inside for what was brewing in the Science labs this term

Information from the Headteacher
you will also see the fantastic
range of enrichment activities
that take place within our
school. I am exceptionally
proud of all students for
contributing to our school
community in so many different
ways.
It is important for us all to
remember that there is lots to
celebrate this term, in terms of
student success, and I am
certain that there will be more
to celebrate in the term ahead.

Dear Parents and Students

For our newsletter this term,
the majority of the articles were
written before we knew about
the enforced closure of schools
and the cancellation of public
examinations. Despite this, I
still want to share these articles
with you as they celebrate the
brilliant work and showcase the
dedication of our students in
preparing for their public
examinations: the fabulous A
Level Art exhibition at artsdepot
and the amazing performances
of our Drama GCSE and A
Level cohorts are just a couple
of the many highlights.
Throughout the newsletter,

I have written a separate
letter to Year 11 and Year 13
regarding their GCSEs, BTEC
and A Levels explaining how
their grades will be awarded.

This letter can be found on the
school website. My advice to
all students is just to keep
learning. I will communicate
with all students once the DfE
have established the exact
mechanism for awarding
grades.
In preparing for the school
closure, I asked staff to upload
resources and lesson materials
onto Show My Homework, our
online learning tool. I hope that
this is supporting you and your
child. Please do not panic if
you are having difficulties; we
will support you as much as
possible. It is not our intention
to cause undue stress or

Ann Marie Mulkerins

anxiety. I hope that the weekly
newsletter, which contains
ideas of enrichment activities
that can be done at home,
proves helpful.

The Governors would like to applaud the huge and magnificent efforts made across The Compton
School community to deal with the exceptional and unprecedented situation we find ourselves in. We
are especially grateful to members of staff who are continuing to keep in touch with students during
these extraordinary times and also to the unstinting efforts by staff to
keep teaching and marking going. We are also very mindful of how
upsetting the uncertainty is for students in Years 11 and 13, and we
know Ann Marie Mulkerins and the team are doing all they can to
help support and reassure students and parents. We know a good
number of former Compton students are now at work in the NHS, as
Doctors and in other key roles. This is an inspiring and timely
reminder of the moral purpose and good which comes from the
dedication and hard work of all the team and students.

Finally,
I
have
been
overwhelmed
by
your
incredible
messages
of
support; there have been so
many kind words from so many
of you that it has been quite
humbling. But now is the time
for us to take stock of where we
are. After the initial shock and
feeling of crisis, it is probably
time for us all to draw breath.
This is my favourite quote at
the moment: “However long
the night seems, the sun will
rise
in
the
morning.”
Anonymous.

On behalf of all the team of Governors, we wish everyone at The
Compton to stay safe and well.

I wish you and your families
a healthy and peaceful holiday.

Howard Davies, Chair of Governors
chairofgovernors@thecompton.org.uk

Ann Marie Mulkerins
Headteacher

Message from the Chair of Governors
Dear Compton School Community

A little Compton School charity goes a long way
JUST ONE TREE
Thank you so much to all our students and their families for
supporting Just One Tree. Every £1 really does make a
difference, so thank you, Just One Tree really do appreciate it.
Your tree purchase will be supporting a reforestation project in
one of the following countries: Mozambique, Nepal, Haiti,
Indonesia, Madagascar and Kenya
An incredible £1065 was raised meaning 1065 seeds will be
chosen and planted by our partners in one of their nurseries.
Once the next rainy season is upon us, your seedlings will be
transported to their carefully selected new homes, where they
will be planted and nurtured over the coming years.
Your 1065 trees will then start to remove roughly 13.1 tonnes
of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere each and every year.
SWEET CHARITY
Students have also been fund raising for the Haven House
Charity this term and many had a charitable go at guessing
‘How Many Sweets in the Jar?’
Volunteers used their Personal Development Time (PDT) to
visit classrooms and offices, sweet jar in tow, to collect guesses
at 50p a go.
John Flanagan
SMSC Coordinator
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AWARDS AND WINNERS

Celebrating the Achievers of
Autumn 2019
Congratulations to all these students whose efforts and hard work last term have been recognised through The Compton School’s Award system
Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 7
Year 12 Subject Awards
Moosa Arslan, Rocco Blangetti, Shaan Bhartiya, Eva Charles,
Jerome Addy (French), Busayo Akinyemi (Psychology), Eloise
Saffron Conway Brand, Sharad Depala, Shunsuke Katsumata, Anderson (Sociology), Francesca Andreani Tsukame (Art), Luca
Zahra Khan, Adea Litja, Freya Jane McCarthy, Sebastian Ortiz,
Annecchiarico, (Religion, Philosophy and Ethics), Samaneh
Leticia Magenda Preece, Fiona Rusta, Amelia Ruszel,
Aranji (Biology), Matt Beirne (Physical Education), Caitlin Carter
Ayyoub Salih, Matti Strelitz
(Drama & Theatre Studies), Nicole Colucci (Business Studies),
Joseph Dembina (Computer Science), Bibi Hanifa Farid
Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 8
(Physics), Penny Ghanat (Economics), Zaynab Hussain
Golzar Abby, Erin Andrews, Kacper Babinski,
(Chemistry), David Ikoko (Accounting and Finance), Lauren
David Dimgba, Auron Gashi, Sophie Kariya, Aisling Kellam,
Keifer-Sullivan (Geography), Hana Leka (Politics), Mustafa
Elias Khurram, Nam Le, Vanessa Lewandowska,
Mohamed (Maths), Jaheem Morrison (BTEC Level 3 Double
Ishaq Maclachlan, Tarlan Mohammadi, Asim Ozdemir,
Award Business Studies), Carla Neto (English Literature), Aloki
Jules Robel, Yumi Tibbutt, Emily Warburton
Rochelmeyer (Product Design - Graphics), Mishel Stefanova
(History), Joshua Wong (Further Maths), Olivia Wood (Spanish)
Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 9
Enrichment Award: Jack Crosby, Amanda Rusta
Marcel Baczek, Rani Depala, Katie Freehilly,
Achievement
Points: Francesca Andreani Tsukame
Joe Goodman-Spears, Diyan Halai, Guuleed Jama,
Tutor
Awards:
Emmanuel
Adu (12T), Deeya Gohel (12M), Holly
Raneen Jerashy, Cassia Lima, Gianluca Mezzomo, Kitty Moir,
Hawkins (12P), Armin Keyvanifar (12O), Nathalie Large (12N),
Aleksi Nikolov, Harrison Radnedge, Lyla Rossi Thorne,
Alisha Shah, Ankit Shah, Yasmin Wilson
Said Sibabi (12C), Lewis Smith (12S)
Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 10
Year 13 Subject Awards
Ramlah Abdulahi, Mania Akhgar, Aagna Alaiya,
Angel Alejo (Physical Education), Muzamel Azizi (Maths), Bilal
Georgiana Dobre, Isobel Hooper-Greenhill, Asha Horbacki,
Bardou (Economics), Samir Bendjahene (BTEC Level 3 Double
Housseina Jibril, Louisa Karpa, Shaadika Keshu,
Award Business Studies) , Sophia Charalambous (Drama &
Andre Knowles, Toby Lyons, Ashraf Miah, Aayush Mungur,
Theatre Studies), Amanda Edirisinghe Arachchige (Accounting
Huda Paracha, Milo Peters, Marven Praisoody,
and Finance), Kauthar Elkhalat (French), Mariana Ferreira
Anuyah Rasanayagam, Zara Russell, Pablo Sanz, Noah Simon, (Spanish), Kiran Gurnani (Religion, Philosophy and Ethics), Ali
Tanat Tawinampant, Miklos Tomosvary, Arya Tshering,
Kaymak (Business Studies), Kacper Laskowski (Computer
Rohan Vara
Science), Ceyda Mehmed (Psychology), Basmah Mohamed
(English Literature), Harry Morgan (Politics), Blaine Neville
Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 11
(Biology), Yash Pankhania (Geography), Krina Ruparel (Product
Design - Graphics),Fatma Shallo (Physics), Ruby Snell (Art),
Paniz Nikougoftar Afkham, Abdulkadir Ahmed, May Ahmed,
Callie Soutar (History), Zuzia Szelag (Chemistry), Alexandra
Fiorella Andreani Tsukame, Naomi Carvatchi, Caleb Chan,
Toca (Further Maths), Mizgin Van (Sociology)
Natalie Chu, Ivana Ignatova, Ido Insler, Jared Lewis,
Enrichment Award: Amanda
Omar Maaouane, Ivan Murenko, Atrina Novinfard,
Achievement Points: Joe Kilduff,
Ola Ogunyimika, Atifah Oke, Yash Patel, Wilma Osei,
Nafisa Rahman, Ashagan Rasanayagam, Keir Reid,
Overall Achievement: Vedarth Kommaraju, Ceyda Mehmed,
Jasmine Sabri, Elif Sogut, Kenn Yamaguchi
Josephine Woods

Graduate success in The Brilliant Club Scholar’s Programme
Twelve of our Year 9 students successfully completed the Scholar's Programme this term and 'graduated' from SOAS, University of
London on Thursday 13th February. They achieved amazing results with seven students gaining a first and five students being awarded
a 2:1. As part of the graduation ceremony Gianluca and Shekeinah made a speech about the impact of the programme. Many thanks
to Ms Histed and Mr Inglis for their support with the programme and the university trips.
Congratulations to: Gianluca Faoro Mezzomo, Oscar Krokatsis, Harrison Radnedge, Gwen Rico, Valentina Theodoulou, Blessing
Tono, Youssof Gomaa, Amee Le, Shekeinah Nanpunu, Benjy O’Shaughnessy, Lyla Rossi-Thorne, Ankit Shah.
Zoe Merritt, Deputy Headteacher
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Art and Photography in Focus

Adam Ingliss
Art Technician

Year 13 exhibit at artsdepot

During the spring term and over the half term holidays we held an
exhibition of work by Year 13 students in an exhibition space at the
artsdepot in North Finchley with each and every student exhibiting at
least one piece of work. On Wednesday, 26th February we held a private view inviting along members of staff, students and friends
and family. It was all a great success and the work was very well received and praised by all! Congratulations to all students involved!

Key Stage 3 Art Club tackles the 4th Plinth
Students who attended KS3 Art Club this term have been designing work to
be submitted for the Fourth Plinth Schools Award 2020. This is a competition
that runs annually with entries from schools all across London – so a lot of
competition! The students came up with a range of vibrant and exciting ideas
for what they would want to adorn the top of the plinth. A good effort by all
students – fingers crossed!

Thoughts on the Fourth Plinth on paper, from L to R, by Vanessa Lewandowska, Yumi Tibbutt and Zacari Rackal

...and Stop Motion
Geography field notes
animation too!
Geography field trip to The London Docklands

Following the Fourth Plinth Schools
Award, students attending Key Stage 3
Art Club have started a new exciting
project – Stop Motion Animation!
Only the first week of the project has
taken place so far, but students have
created plans and storyboards for their
animations already – so plenty of time still
to come and join if you are interested!
In the weeks to come students hope to
make any props that they need and then
will start filming!
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Year 11 Geography students
travelled to The London Docklands
in February 2020 to collect
fieldwork data for their GCSE. The
students investigated the urban
regeneration and whether it had
benefited everybody equally in the
area. Students were exceptionally
well behaved whilst completing
questionnaires,
environmental
quality surveys and field sketches.
John Flanagan
Head of Geography

Drama - Act I, Scene I
Richard III re-told at The Donmar
On 30th January, the Year 12 and 13 A
Level classes joined together to take a trip
to Covent Garden's Donmar Warehouse.
We had managed to obtain free tickets for
the students to see a modern retelling of
Richard III. It was set in an American High
School and explored perceptions of
disability as well as the impact of social
media on the lives of young people. The
students really enjoyed the play and felt
that the themes and message were
interesting and relevant.
The trip was followed by a workshop
given by the Donmar staff at The Compton
School and this allowed the students to
consider the play and its subject matter in
more depth. Thanks to Ms Balcombe for
organising the opportunity.
Zoe Merritt
Deputy Headteacher

Drama practical exams done and dusted
Congratulations to our talented Year
13 Drama cohort who completed their A
Level practical exam this term and each
performed a monologue and a full play
to friends and family in early March
(photo). They did a great job with two
very challenging and demanding
projects which showcased their acting
skills brilliantly
Congratulations also to our Year 11

GCSE Drama students who performed
extracts from 16 different plays over
two evenings in February. The plays
were varied in theme, genre and style
and the students performed brilliantly.
They showcased their acting talents as
well as their professional and hard
working approach to staging plays.
Zoe Merritt
Deputy Headteacher

High School Musical Auditions
The auditions for the summer term musical took place this term with over
one hundred students participating! The drama, music and dance teams are
working on casting! Look out for updates in the next newsletter.
Zoe Merritt
Deputy Headteacher

A day filled with Spanish film and literature
On Friday, 6th March, A
Level Spanish students and
teachers attended the A Level
Spanish Film and Literature
Revision Day. It was a whole
day of preparation for the
Paper 2 exam. Students
benefited from the advice of
subject specialists across
national exam boards and
were given first hand tips to
use in the exam.
“The speakers were very
concise and informative. They
included and attempted to
engage all students” Kiran
“They helped us understand

the difference from GCSE to A
Level complexity” Diana
“This experience allowed us
to interact with other students
who also study Spanish A
Level” Megan
“They gave us suitable
breaks to allow us to
compartmentalise all the
information
given
which
allowed us to maintain our
focus” Melissa
“Following this experience
we can now utilise the
information given that was
highly informative” Persia
Cristina Cabeza
Head of Modern Foreign Languages
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The Compton School Sixth Form
University of Surrey visit kick starts Post-18 options research

On Friday, 7th February, Year 12
students travelled to the University of
Surrey in Guildford to experience life on a
campus university. They attended
presentations from university staff about
choosing a university and choosing a
course and obtained key information about

the UCAS application process which
students will be embarking on in June.
Current university students who have
taken an international placement year in
industry as part of their degree course also
shared their insight into the excellent
opportunities available to them whilst

studying at higher level.
The day was an important opportunity to
begin the Post 18 Options research
process and further time will be allocated
in school with tutors to continue this over
the coming months.
Dominique Doyle
Careers and Study Support

This house believes...in a great debate

Year 12 students spent the first half of the Spring term battling
it out for a place in the Debate Final that took place on Friday, 14th
February. Forms 12O and 12P put together arguments for and
against the statement ‘Supermarkets should be required to have

a cap on the amount of Non-Vegan products sold in order to
encourage more people to become vegan’. They did extensive
research into the matter and five confident students from each
tutor group took to the stage and put their cases to the house.
After a tense debate, Year 12 and 13 students voted for who they
wanted to win and Mr Stone’s 12P came out victorious!
Errin Keefe
Year 12 Pastoral Leader

Over 400 applicants for the Class of 2022
This term we held over 400 Sixth Form Application meetings for both internal and external Year 11 students who wish to join
The Compton Sixth Form in September 2020.
The quality of applications has been outstanding this year and we met with a very high number of students who are predicted
to do very well.
We would like to wish all our candidates the very best with their applications. and look forward to seeing many of them in
September 2020.
Zekiye Kubilay
Sixth Form Administrator
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The Compton School Sixth Form
Strategic examination
Year 13 took part in an afternoon where
they learned about exam strategies. A
range of topics were covered to enable
students to kick start their revision,
planning and preparation for exams.
With exam timetables and a booklet to
help, students should be using all their
resources, continuing to practise past
questions/papers and testing themselves
regularly.
Vicky Cran
Year 13 Pastoral Leader

Compton Careers Corner
Another term has come and gone and it
has been a term packed full of careers
education and activities.
Within the Sixth Form, Year 13 students
successfully made their applications to
university through UCAS and also
received a fantastic student finance talk
from representatives of Leicester
University. Meanwhile, our Year 12
students enjoyed a day out at the
University of Surrey, receiving bespoke
tours and talks from current students there.
The
‘Making
Choices’
process
concluded for our Year 9 students –
culminating in the Making Choices
Evening on Thursday, 12th March, where
students finalised their Key Stage 4
subject choices ready for next year. A
team of Year 9 students also participated in
a very successful trade fair at London’s
Old Spitalfields Market as part of their
Young Enterprise competition, raising a
considerable amount of money for charity.
A team of Year 9 and 12 students have
also been competing in a business and
enterprise competition against other
schools in North London, to raise as much

money as possible for Haven House
Children’s
Hospice,
using
their
entrepreneurial skills to do so. Ably
supported by Ms Kubilay and Ms Histed,
this has included a series of fundraising
events, with the students hosting smoothie
sales, raffles and competitions to raise as
much money as possible for this excellent
charity (photos). If you would like to donate
to this cause, the link can be found on our
website.
Our Year 10 students received a series
of pastoral curriculum sessions readying
them for the working world, looking at
personal finance and their consumer and
future employee rights and this will
complement the work they do next term
when they begin to research in further
depth their potential career paths. This,
will conclude in them selecting their Key
Stage 5 options around the end of the
calendar year.
A new careers page was created for the
school’s website that includes The
Compton School’s updated careers policy
and weekly updates of all the careersrelated activities going on within the
school. The page also includes up-to-date
labour market information on our local
area, allowing students to analyse the
range of careers that may be available to
them
once
they
leave
school.
Furthermore, there is information on the
page for parents or readers of the website

on how to contact the school if they or their
business would be able to provide work
experience for our students.
Next term there is a lot to look forward
to; Year 8 students will begin their Careers
Pastoral Curriculum sessions and this will
include looking at employability skills and
matching these to an ever-changing labour
market, equality within the workplace and
how to find career happiness. Year 12
students will begin the UCAS process and
this will be supported by a personal
statement workshop delivered by the
University of Hertfordshire. They will also
complete a week’s work experience at the
end of June and also begin attending
university open days in a bid to help them
narrow down their choices to find that all
important final list of five institutions.
As always, if students want any further
guidance on their future careers or the
world of work, they can come and see Mr
Alexander-Crump or Ms Doyle, our in
school Careers Advisor.
Have a lovely Easter.
Morgan Crump
Assistant Headteacher
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ENGLISH, LITERACY AND LEARNING

Reading, writing and imagination
Natalia Marshall, Learning Resource Manager

Emerging stars
Students and LRC staff regularly review
books for the Times Educational
Supplement (TES). This term we read and
reviewed The Year We Fell From Space by
Amy Sarig King. Well done to Maia
Rosenberg,
Sophie
Kariya,
Lara
Malhamoub, Pimpa Tawinampamt and Beth
Jordan in Year 8, and Freya-Jane McCarthy
in Year 7 who between them wrote some
cracking reviews of this thought-provoking
new novel.

World Book Day Celebrations 2020
The Compton celebrated World Book
Day on 5th March. Teachers shared tips
on their favourite books and staff from the
English department and the LRC dressed
up as book characters. There was a very
challenging anagram-based competition
in the LRC – well done to Maha Ahmed
and Ria Vara who correctly guessed the
book titles. Students in Years 7 and 8
were given a book token which can be
redeemed in bookshops, and there are
also four specially-written books that can
be exchanged for these tokens. After

school the LRC hosted a very well
attended book swap, where over 100
donated novels were up for grabs.

Wellbeing Club
There is a new Wellbeing Club taking
place in the LRC conference room between
3.15pm and 4.15pm on Thursdays, hosted
by Ms Militello and Ms Powder. Activities
include crafts, drawing, board games and
mindfulness practices, all to a background
of relaxing music.

A step back in
time
We have recently
introduced our Cabinet
of Curiosities, a small
display cupboard where
we will be showcasing
unusual vintage items
that may be of interest
to
the
students.
Currently
we
are
displaying antique and
retro books from Ms
Marshall’s and Ms
Wolfe’s own collections.
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Ms Marshall and Ms Wolfe appear as evil The Other Mother (‘buttons for eyes’) from
Coraline and none other than Harry Potter (with Hedwig the owl)

My Mad Manga March
Throughout March there was a special focus on manga, anime and graphic novels
in the LRC. We have created a new shelf area with lots of new manga books which
has proved very popular with the large number of manga fans across all year groups.
Students from across the school produced some amazing artwork for our display –
there are certainly many talented artists in the school.

ENGLISH, LITERACY AND LEARNING

Reading, writing and imagination

Quantum Theatre brings post-Christmas entertainment and learning
Year 11 students enjoyed a live
performance of A Christmas Carol
performed by the Quantum Theatre
Company in January.
The performance was an ideal
opportunity for students to revise the plot
of the novella and key quotes in
preparation for revision on this topic. The
play followed the original text closely and
was performed by three actors who

changed between characters impressively!
After the performance, students were
given a chance to test their memories and
completed a retrieval quiz in class on key
quotes, characters, themes and plot. The
performance was a success with many
students able to answer all of the
questions correctly. A great way to
consolidate their learning!
Rebecca Collins
English Teacher

Comedy gives way to Poetry, Live at The Apollo
On Friday, 24th January the English Department took 46 Year
11 students to attend Poetry Live! being held at The Apollo
Theatre in Victoria. Students were given the opportunity to listen
to poets read their poems and ask questions to develop their
understanding. The poems are ones included in the GCSE exams
and so the experience was useful revision. An examiner gave a
talk on how to approach the unseen poetry section of the exam
and gave some useful tips on how to structure answers. These
useful tips were then shared within lessons the following week. A
highlight for all was John Agard who gave an exciting
performance of his poem, Checking Out Me History and other
favourites which included Half-Caste.
The English Department look forward to attending this again
next year!
Rebecca Collins
English Teacher

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Students in regional robot-building challenge
Last term the Robotics Club
attended a scrimmage at
Greig Academy to test out
their robot. This lead to lots of
design work and engineering
to improve the design of the
Robot.
Robot Mark One could
move but we had not
designed a lifting or grabbing
mechanism for the blocks.
We also needed to work out
tactics for the game.
During
January
and
February we spent many
hours developing our robot to
be ready for the regional finals
in Duxford. This was Robot
Mark Two with the lifting
mechanism attached.
We
then had to think about a
grabbing mechanism and
decided to create a lever
device and add lots of elastic
bands to help with grip. We
managed to program it and it
worked. Lots of practice with
the device followed to make
sure we could manoeuvre it
and pick up the blocks. We

had a few issues with the
lifting mechanism but could at
least get it to move up.

a course and pick up blocks.
We had to work with other
teams to score the most

On Friday, 7th February we
were ready and the First Tech
Challenge robotics club went
to Duxford Imperial War
Museum for the regional finals
of the competition.
In the competition, the robot
needed to manoeuvre around

points.
The qualification
rounds involved five matches
and by the end of this the
team was ranked 8th out of
17. A great position for our
first competition.
We then progressed into the
elimination round and worked

with two further teams to try to
qualify for the semi-finals.
Unfortunately,
we
were
knocked out in this round. But
the team gave an excellent
performance. We learned a
lot on the day and have come
back with some great ideas
for improving our robot for the
competition next year. The
whole team worked well
together
and
showed
excellent
skills
when
collaborating
with
other
teams.
Well done to Alisha, Asagi,
Anusan, Amir, Rolan, Beth,
Adam, Sam, Emilym Zacari
and Harry. Special thanks to
Mr Hall for all his help.
Congratulations, students,
on turning a collection of
components into a working
robot.
Julie Yarwood
Head of Computer Science
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The Compton Loves Maths
A fascinating insight into Engineering at Ricardo PLC
On 9th March 2020 a group
of 30 Year 12 Maths, Physics,
Chemistry and Computer
Science students made the trip
to Shoreham-On-Sea to visit
one of the UK’s leading hightech businesses,
Ricardo
PLC. Founded over 100 years
ago by Sir Harry Ricardo, this
engineering consultancy has
been an innovator in the
automotive industry since their
inception and it was a real
privilege to get a first-hand
perspective on how they work.
Much of Ricardo’s pioneering
work can be seen in vehicles
on our roads today, including
turbo diesel engines, 4x4
drivetrains in passenger cars
and, more recently, hybrid and
electric propulsion. Ricardo
work with almost every major
automotive manufacturer but
they service the rail and energy
industries as well as providing
expert advice to government
on policy development.
The students were met by
Caroline Mawdsley, who is

responsible for Learning &
Development at Ricardo. A
keynote talk was delivered by a
senior engineer who gave the
students a detailed overview of
engineering and how it shapes
the man-made world we know
today. This was an invaluable
insight for the students as
although the STEM subjects
they study at A-Level form the
building blocks of engineering,
the subject itself is something
they won’t encounter until
university and beyond.

The cohort was split into
smaller groups and a tour of
the facilities followed. That
included vehicle environment
testing cells, emission testing
cells,
engine dyno runs,
noise/vibration/harshness
anechoic chambers and an
overview of the powertrain
production for McLaren road
cars. Recent graduates hosted
the tours and brought the
experience alive by paralleling
the content the students are
currently studying with the real

life application they saw in front
of them.
The day ended with an
opportunity over lunch with the
Ricardo graduates, to learn
more about the transition
between sixth form and
university, before the return
journey to London. The trip
was a wonderful experience for
our sixth form students and
enabled them to make the
connection between their
studies in Maths and Science
and real life applications of that
work in industry. Everyone
enjoyed the day and felt it was
a very worthwhile enrichment
exercise.
The school is indebted to
Ricardo PLC for the time and
effort they put into hosting our
visit and we were delighted
when they invited us back with
the next cohort of Year 12
Maths students in 2021.
David Neilson
2i/c KS5 Mathematics

Rising to the UKMT Maths Challenge
Well done to Ankit Shah and Gwen
Rico in Year 9 and Jules Robel and
Asagi Rasanayagam in Year 8 for
their fantastic participation in the
UKMT Maths Challenge. The
students attended the event at
Preston Manor School, and had lots of
fun engaging with lots of difficult
mathematical
challenges.
The
competition was fierce but the
students did excellently to place 19th
out of 26 schools who had selected
their best mathematicians.
Emma Berlyn
Mathematics
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Science: observation, investigation and experimentation
British Science Week tops off a very busy Spring term
The Spring Term has been a busy one in
the science department, with a range of
exciting practical opportunities both in
lessons and in Science Club.
After their internal ‘SATS’ exams, Year 9
students took a break from academic
studies and tucked their stools firmly under
the desk. They set about extracting DNA
from foods such as strawberries and peas,
competed to build the tallest spaghetti
tower in an engineering challenge and
carried out a novel experiment with
gummy bears to investigate water
absorption in animal tissue. The aim of
these activities was to practise problemsolving and hands-on skills in preparation
for the rigour of the GCSE course ahead,
with its theoretical and practical elements.
Key Stage 3 Science Club has had a
wide variety of activities from light-up cards
to rocket launching. This term also saw an
extra special programme of events for
British Science Week. Ms Celik launched
a new CREST Award club on Mondays
giving students the opportunity to design
and build a handwashing device for use in
Kenya, with the aim of preventing the

spread of disease – an obviously rather
relevant topic given the backdrop of this
year’s pandemic. Budding physicists
made ‘squishy’ circuits and built working
electric motors – a sneak preview of Year
11 work - while Friday’s attendees got to
make alien blood, a mysterious orange

liquid capable of eating through
polystyrene. For the first time there was
also a Year 10 and 11 Science Club,
launched by Mr Hooton, looking into the
practical applications of electrochemistry.
Meanwhile, form groups in Years 7 to 9
were busy designing posters celebrating
biodiversity for a national competition.
The world is in increasing need of
scientists and engineers and the careers
available are myriad. British Science
Week aims to widen the public’s
knowledge of science’s vital place in our
society and we encourage our students to
consider a future in one of its many fields.
Kevin Moulton
Head of Science

Applied sampling
Year 13 Biology students had the
opportunity to attend the Field Study
Centre in Epping Forest to practise
a variety of qualitative and
quantitative fieldwork sampling
techniques for estimating the
abundance and distribution of plant

and animal species. The course
allowed the students to apply
investigative approaches and
methods, safely using a range of
practical equipment, making and
recording observations and gaining
an understanding of the roles and
limitations of equipment and
techniques.
Gajeni Thanabalasingam
2i/c Science
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Design and Technology
Well done for your fantastic work
A huge congratulations to all Year 13 and 11 students for their efforts with
their Non Examined Assessment. For both the A Level and the GCSEs, each
has a Non Examined Assessment component worth 50% of the final grade.
The GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition students all completed their
practical exam in Februaryin which they were required to make three dishes
in three hours (and wash up!). All the judges were in agreement that the food
was some of the best dishes made in school to date; savoury choux buns,
lasagne (note, the pasta, bechamel and ragu were all made from scratch),
scotch eggs and the list goes on...
Thank you to all parents and guardians for supporting us by allowing their
children to attend after school and even weekend sessions: it was much
appreciated through the department.
Josephine Binns
Head of Design & Technology

Boxty with an egg on top!
The cooking club has
been cooking up a storm
since Christmas with
recipes that included
potato wedges and oaty
cookies.
To celebrate St Patrick’s
Day we made ‘Boxty’ – a
delicious
breakfast
pancake made using
potato, spring onion and
flour and served with
rashers of bacon and egg
on top.

Garden Club news

Now that the spring is here, the Garden Club is
back up and running. The raised beds have been
dug over and are ready for planting. The polytunnel
has had a spring clean and is now home to basil,
coriander and chive seedlings which, when they are
ready to be harvested, will be used in the Food
Room to add even more flavour to the delicious
food.
The Garden Club is open to anyone who wants to
try out growing their own produce and learning
about plants and the wildlife that inhabit the school
site.
If you have any seeds, plants or anything that
could be used in the garden, your donations will be
more than welcome.
If you need more information, please contact Mr
Hall.
Rob Hall
Senior DT Technician

Jacqueline O’Shea
D&T Technician

Follow us on Twitter @TheComptonDT and on Instagram @TheComptonDTdept

A PE first for the University of Bedfordshire
On Monday 20th January
the Year 13 A Level PE class
went to an A Level Revision
Day put on for the first time
by Bedfordshire University.
The initial link with this
university was formed with
ex-governor Caroline Reid
and we have continued to
attend various exciting

opportunities there over the
past four years.
The day consisted of four
sessions which were all
linked to the A Level PE
syllabus. The group listened
to a Sport and Society
session where the issues of
inequality in sport were
raised, followed by a Sport

Fitness testing in the altitude chamber
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Psychology session looking
at confidence in sport. The
final two sessions were
practical and interactive and
involved the use of an
altitude chamber and force
plates
to
measure
acceleration while jumping.
The
group
thoroughly
enjoyed the day and got fully
involved in their revision.
The highlight of the day was
the introductory talk by the
key note speaker, Dr Sophie
Killer who is a high profile
Sports Nutrionist. She was
the nutrionist for the Team
GB Athletics Team in the Rio
Olympics and for Spurs FC
last season. Her journey to
where she is today was
inspirational
and
very
interesting.
Nicki Milne
2i/c Physical Education

Fitness testing at sea level

SPORTS

News at The Compton School - Round 1
by Nicki Milne and Jasmine Adem

The PE department have been firing on all cylinders this term. From the beginning of January, there have been nonstop matches, tournaments, clubs and championships covering every sport and activity from basketball to trampolining.
In January, 9T beat 9C in the Year 9 Girls Interform Basketball Final; the Year 10 and 11 Boys Basketball team were
triumphant against Totteridge Academy; Trampolining Club was a huge success, with more and more participants each
week; Key Stage 3 Handball Club got underway; GCSE students had a successful swim practice for their mock
moderation and there was a frantic flow of Year 7, 8 and 9 Netball fixtures.
In February, the activities continued with some great U13 and U15 Boys Handball matches; the Year 7 Girls Netball team
remained undefeated; Year 8 and 9 students helped run a Primary School festival of activities; the Year 8 Girls Rugby
team won the Saracens Champions & Challenge Cup and represented Barnet at the London Youth Games; a group of
Year 10 girls took part in a whole day course called ‘Female Learn to Lead, representing The Compton School brilliantly;
and of course, Football was a PE staple.
And so, it continued...

Year 9 Interform Basketball winners

Year 10/11 Basketball team

The undefeated Year 7 Netball team

Year 7 Football team

U13 Handball team

Year 10 Female Learn to Lead participants

The Compton students who ably assisted in the running of a Primary School Festival
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News at The Compton School - Round 2

The Year 8 Girls’ rugby team represented Barnet in the London Youth Games on
Thursday, 12th March. There were 20 schools at the tournament which was held in
Barnes in Southwest London. The team had a tough opening game against the
reigning champions Robert Clack School from Barking & Dagenham which they
lost but fought hard. The girls played another six games in the tournament,
winning two and narrowly losing the others. All players put incredible effort and
determination into each match. Some excellent ‘special 7 point’ tries were scored
and some crunching tackles put in. Everyone should be immensely proud of their
efforts and achievement

Well done to the Year 8 boys football team who played JCOSS and won 1-0 with
only 10 men! The team was Musawir Azizi, Teddy Chalk, Mirko Jovanovic, Aron
Mairs , Jules Robel, Khyran Robinson, Adam Romdhane, Francis Rusta, Ross
McElvany and Daniel McGowan who received Player of the match.

...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...
A big shout-out, in the first week of school closure, to PE star of the week
Shaan Bhartiya in Year 7, for working incredibly hard in his online PE lessons
from home and getting the whole family involved!
Everyone can join in a PE session every morning with Joe Wicks on
YouTube - many students have been taking part already. Many others have
been in touch with their coaches outside of school to get circuits and at-home
training plans, which is great to hear. Well done to every single one of our
students from Years 7 to 11 who have been taking part in our weekly
workouts!
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Congratulations to Edward who
represented Barnet and came 26th out
of 75 in the Junior Boys Middlesex
Cross Country Championships held at
Harrow School at the end of January

Congratulations to Holly and Ruby who
have both been selected for County
Rugby squads.
Holly trialled for Middlesex and
Hertfordshire and has been picked for
the U18 Girls Hertfordshire Squad and
will play in three County Festivals
throughout February and March. Ruby
has been selected for the U15 Girls
Middlesex Development Squad and will
attend her first training session this
weekend. Exciting times for both girls,
well done and good luck.

