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Dear Parents and Students 
At the end of another 

extraordinary term and year, I 
know so many of us will look 
forward to saying goodbye to 
2021. Although a difficult year, 
there has still been much to 
celebrate.  

I am immensely grateful to 
the staff who have literally 
gone the extra mile(s) 
throughout the year and 
especially this term to sustain 
the quality of education, care 
and support we pride ourselves 
on at The Compton School. I 

hope that the weekly 
newsletters give you an idea of 
all of the exciting activities 
which have taken place this 
term. It is so rewarding to see 
so many students engaged in 
activities outside the classroom 
to support their learning. We 
would not have achieved what 
we have without the resilience, 
commitment and collegiality 
demonstrated by teachers and 
support staff, all of whom have 
remained committed to 
providing a first class 
education, as well as keeping 

our students and each other 
safe in these unusual times. In 
this respect, our students have 
been tremendous in adapting 
to new systems, routines and 
practices and we appreciate 
how fortunate we are to work 
with such wonderful young 
people.  

In this final newsletter of the 
term and 2021, I wish to thank 
parents, governors and all who 
have supported The Compton 
this year. I have never been 
more proud to lead our school, 
to serve our local community 
and to care for and educate our 
children and young people. I 
wish all a happy holiday 
season, a very merry 
Christmas and a happy and 
prosperous New Year. Stay 
safe and well. 

Ann Marie Mulkerins 
Headteacher
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Message from the Chair of  Governors 
Dear Compton Community, 

As befits end of year reflections, I wanted to both look back on 2021 
and also to share thoughts on a vital future challenge. Turning first to 
2021 I wanted to share the Governors’ deep appreciation of all the 
additional support and willingness of staff and students to go the extra 
mile to overcome the unprecedented challenges thrown up by the 
pandemic. This has, we know, not been stress free or straightforward. 
It has meant though, that high standards of teaching and levels of 
achievement have continued to be delivered. This was crucial in 
enabling last year’s Year 13 students to secure such varied and positive destinations. Likewise 
a huge well done to last year’s Year 11 students who have also persevered through 
unprecedented challenges and achieved so much. It is so pleasing to learn that the current 
Years 11 and 13 have been able to complete a full set of mock examinations - they are in a good 
place for 2022. 

We know how seriously young people take the pressing and urgent challenge of climate 
change. It is estimated that 39% of UK public sector carbon emissions come from schools. This 
means that a rising challenge for schools is to become more environmentally sustainable. So in 
2022 your Governing Body will be supporting The Compton community to become more 
sustainable and especially to reduce its carbon impacts. 

It leaves me to wish you all a relaxing Christmas break and a safe and happy 2022. 
 Howard Davies, Chair of Governors 
chairofgovernors@thecompton.org.uk

A message from the Headteacher

Ann Marie Mulkerins

Year 11 students were 
involved in a Sixth Form Taster 
Morning on 3rd December 2021. 
The day’s purpose was to allow 
students to experience a short 
taster lesson in three different A 
Level/BTEC subjects and to 
give them some experience of 
what Sixth Form teaching will be 
like in Years 12 and 13. They 
also received a key assembly to 
hear more about life in Sixth 
Form and making the transition 
into Key Stage 5. The outcome 
of the morning meant that 
students felt very excited and 
further supported in making 
those important decisions about 
what subjects they would like to 
study in the Sixth Form. Well 
done to all the Year 11 students 
for engaging so well with the 
day. Lots of you have carefully 
considered your options and 
hopefully all students have met 
the application deadline. We will 
be finalising all students’ 
applications in the new year and 
will be in touch.

Sixth Form Taster Day

Successful start for Year 12
Congratulations to Year 12 for a fantastic first 

term at The Compton Sixth Form. It has been 
lovely to see them settling in well, making a 
successful start to the academic year and we 
have enjoyed getting to know them. We were 
pleased to be able to run a school trip again and 
it was great to get the whole Sixth Form together 
for their start of term Thorpe Park Trip.  

 We are looking forward to expanding their 
opportunities throughout the year and will be 
encouraging them to get involved with 
enrichment in the coming weeks. As well as The 
Student Leadership Team, students have been 
given a list of the wide range of enrichment 
opportunities available to them including 
working with Exposure Magazine, Peer 
Mentoring and the Waste Wise Environmental 
Project. Students will also receive the Super 
Curricular Enrichment booklet that offers key 
tips to success to support and enhance 
knowledge in and around subjects. This is a 
useful resource for students to use in the 
coming months in preparation for starting their 
UCAS applications. 
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2021 A Level Success
We are delighted with this year’s set of A Level results, with a large number of students achieving top grades, despite the 

very challenging circumstances. It has been very rewarding to see students we have worked with over the last two years 
heading off to the destinations of their choice. We would like to say a huge well done to all our Year 13 alumni and wish 

them all the best as they continue in the next exciting stage of their careers. Below are some of the result highlights:
Laith A*,A*,A* Economics & Mathematics, University of Edinburgh 
Olivia A*,A*,A* Modern Languages, University of Nottingham 
Joe A*,A*,A* Physics, Imperial College London, University of London 
Mishel A*, A*,A Classical Studies, King's College London, University of London 
Joshua A*,A*,A Computer Science with a Year in Industry, King's College London, University of London 
Rkia A*,A*,A Psychology and Spanish Studies, Lancaster University 
Maya A*,A*,A Architecture (with placement), University of Bath 
Prisha A*,A*,A Classical Studies, King's College, University of London 
Busayo A*,A,A Law, University of Birmingham 
Eloise A*,A,A Social Policy and Sociology, University of Leeds 
Marian A*,A,A Accounting & Finance, Queen Mary University of London 
Matthew A*,A,A Geography, University of Leeds 
Mustafa A*,A,A Computer Science with a Year in Industry, King's College London, University of London 
Amanda A*,A,A English and European Law (4 years), Queen Mary University of London 
Sara A*,A,A English Literature, Durham University 
Prabhnir A*,A*,B Foundation Diploma in Art & Design, Central Saint Martin’s, University of the Arts London 
Kat A*,A,B Environment and Development, London School of Economics and Political Science, University of London 
Zaynab A*,A, B Biomedical Science, King's College London, University of London 
Joe A,A,A History and Politics, University of Sheffield 
Seda A,A,A BA Media, University College London, University of London 
Carla A,A,A English Literature and American Studies, University of Manchester 

Year 12 are Aiming High
The Aiming High programme for our new 

Year 12 cohort launched in October and 
Ana Hastoy, Outreach Officer from Christ 
Church College, University of Oxford, 
spoke to students about the experience of 
studying at the university. The programme 
supports our highest achieving students in 
making high-quality applications to top 
universities including Oxford and 
Cambridge and for entry to competitive 
careers such as Medicine and Law. 
Students who have been invited to 
participate have received a letter and we 
look forward to working closely with them 
on their Sixth Form journey.  

All Year 12s have now registered on our 
multi-functional careers platform Unifrog, 
which they will use throughout their time in 
Sixth Form to research and plan their post-
18 career pathways.  

Students have also been encouraged to 
explore the wide range of virtual work 
experience opportunities available through 
platforms including Springpod, Uptree and 
Speakers for Schools. These and a variety 
of other academic enrichment opportunities 
are regularly posted in Student PDT rooms 
on MS Teams.

Well done to the 11 students who submitted early entry 
applications to UCAS this October. They were required to spend significant time 
preparing their application, with most students sitting admissions tests in early 
November.  All other students had to submit their applications to the Sixth Form Team 
by Friday, 10th December 2021 in order to guarantee that they reached UCAS before 
the Christmas break. Remaining students who have not yet submitted their application 
for checking have until Thursday, 20th January (official UCAS dedline: Friday, 26th 
January 2022).  

Thank you for all your support throughout the UCAS process. We look forward to 
hearing about all the offers received.

Three of our Sixth Form students from 
the graduating class of 2021 comment on 
what stood out for them in their 
experiences of Sixth Form: 

Rkia  
Psychology and Spanish Studies, 
Lancaster University.  
A Level Subjects: Spanish - A*, 
Psychology - A*, Sociology - A 
Sixth Form involvement: Level 2 Peer 
Mentoring Qualification; Level 1 
Safeguarding Certificate; Spanish Sixth 
Form Ambassador/Revision Support; 
Aiming High Programme; Accomplished 
Musician 

"The teaching – 
definitely. It feels consistent 
here and all the lessons are 
the same high quality. It’s 
familiar and comfortable 
and you know what to 
expect.” 

Mishel 
Classical Studies, Kings College London  
A Level Subjects: English Literature - A*, 
History - A*, Psychology - A 

Sixth Form involvement: Sixth Form 
Leadership Team; Aiming High 
Programme  

“Honestly, the help and 
support is amazing. I am so 
grateful for my teachers, 
their support and feedback 
in particular. Really, I feel 
so lucky.” 

Joe 
Physics, Imperial College London  
A Level Subjects: Physics - A*, Maths - 
A*, Economics - A* 
Sixth Form involvement: Ricardo 
Engineering trip; Masterclass at Queen 
Mary University through the Aiming High 
Programme; Participated in the UK 
Maths Challenge  

“The Compton Sixth 
Form exceeds all 
expectations in creating a 
positive and supportive 
environment. My teachers 
were passionate and 

considerate, always encouraging 
curiosity and inquisitiveness in their 
students.” 

A huge well done to all of Year 13 
for recently completing their mock 
exams from 1st - 10th November 

2021. The students’ dedication and 
commitment throughout the period 

was exceptional and we are 
extremely proud of how all students 
conducted themselves. It is evident 
that students took the exams very 
seriously and can now continue to 
study towards their final exams in 

June 2022. 

applications underway

Focus on student success  



Year 9 students enjoyed 
a workshop with Voice Box 
Theatre Company on 
Friday, 26th November. 
The themes of the 
workshop were masculinity 
and wellbeing.  

The facilitator from the 
company delivered a 
mixture of discussion-
based and practical drama 
activities. He was so 
impressed with the mature 
and thoughtful way in 
which our students 
engaged in the workshop 
and the insightful 
contributions that they 
made to the discussions. 

Zoe Merritt 
Deputy Headteacher
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Drama Act 1 Scene 1

Year 7: Fairy-tales 
This year for the Drama Club showcase, 

the Year 7s were working on ‘Fairy-tales.’ 
Each group was allocated a script. The 
students got creative and adapted their 
own ideas to their fairy-tale, which was 
wonderful to see.  

We were lucky to welcome back an ex-
student of The Compton School who is 
currently studying her degree at The 
Chickenshed Theatre Company. Taylor 
Conway helped to direct and also 
choreograph some movement pieces for 
the groups. The rehearsals went very well, 
and there was much exciting and creative 
work put together by the students. It has 
been an absolute pleasure working with 
them. All of the students were excited to 
welcome their parents to the showcase in 
December. 

Natalie Kurland-Ali 
2i/c Drama 

Year 8: Postcards from Shakespeare 
Since September, Year 8 Drama Club 

students have been working hard as a 
group rehearsing a play called, ‘Postcards 
from Shakespeare’ – a comedy in one act. 
The play begins with the bard himself, 
William Shakespeare, getting writer’s 
block! He is writing to Elizabeth I and 
trailing some new plays. What ensues is a 
comedy packed montage of some of 
Shakespeare’s most famous plays, 

including Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream – just maybe 
not quite how you remember them!  

Natasha Stanton,  
2i/c Drama/English 

Year 9: View from a Room 
This term the Year 9 drama club 

focussed on an exciting new play called 
Same Room Different Story. Our actors 
presented different scenes, all of which 
took place in a teenager’s bedroom. This  
vignette play explored relationships and 
situations such as falling in love, telling 
secrets, building friendships, an impending 
divorce and conflicts in the home. The play 
provided great opportunities for students to 
also act as directors, stage managers and 
to add their own creative ideas to the 
sequence of the scenes. The play was 
presented as part our Drama Christmas 
Showcase on the 6th December.      

Eszter Jokay 
Drama Teacher

Variety Club Classics, Fairytales and Vignettes 

Year 7 Drama Club

Year 9 Drama Club 

The drama department have been 
working with Mousetrap Theatre 
Projects to deliver a series of Skills 
Workshops to Year 9 students as a 
taster of GCSE Drama. The skills 
explored included Stage Combat, 
Contemporary Acting Techniques and 
Stage Make Up and special effects. 
These workshops took place on 
Wednesday, 8th December.  

Thank you very much to Year 9 
student, Amy Murray who nominated 
the drama department to receive 
money from the Jack Petchey 
Foundation which enabled us to fund 
this project. A follow up West End 
Theatre Visit to The Play That Goes 
Wrong will take place in January.  

Zoe Merritt 
Deputy Headteacher

Up skilling 
Year 9s  

Year 8 Drama Club 

Voice Box Theatre Company -  
A drama workshop for Year 9
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Drama Act 1 Scene 2

All of Year 9 watched a live performance in the school hall on Thursday, 7th October. We were very fortunate to have Chickenshed 
Theatre Company coming into school to perform their acclaimed production of Crime of the Century.  

Crime of the Century explores the issues surrounding gang violence. Using words and movement alongside a contemporary score 
of hip-hop and dance music, the performance acts as a positive tool in the fight against knife crime.   

Our Year 9 students clearly enjoyed the performance; 'I found the play really relevant and edgy - it deals with knife crime which I 
think is an important issue we need to sort out' - Ellen Furness  

'We watched this play 
which centered around one 
person's experience of knife 
crime, but told multiple 
stories about knife crime - 
very inventive!' - Anedo Cara  

'It was a good play, I liked 
the part where they come up 
to the audience and tried to 
scare/shock us! It was really 
good' - Rinor Ahmeti  

Natasha Stanton 
2i/c Drama/English

Year 9s witness the Crime of the Century, live 

Freight Theatre Company lead devising workshop

A thought-provoking visit to Camp Siegfried at The Old Vic

In October, the Year 12 A Level Drama students had the 
fantastic opportunity to participate in a devising workshop led by 
the Freight Theatre Company. Throughout the workshop 
students experienced a variety of devising methods including the 
use of movement, dance, choral exercises and also stream of 
consciousness writing. The company brought in prompts related 
to technology to which the students responded extremely well 
and created well-crafted and creative pieces.  

Manuella Nyarko-Twum, Year 12 student, said, “We worked 
through a variety of devising methods including dance, stream of 
consciousness writing, choral exercises and use of movement. 
With the various devising methods and the stimulus, we got 
relating to technology, we created devised performances. The 
entire workshop was really fun, very enlightening and the 
information that they gave us was very beneficial for my 
Component 1 devising section in my A-level.” 

 Eszter Jokay 
Drama Teacher 

On 15th October, we went to see Camp 
Siegfried at the Old Vic Theatre. Camp 
Siegfried was excellent in portraying the 
love and terror of two teenagers in 1930s 
in New York at a summer camp for 
American youth of German descent.  At 
first, the summer camp seemed to be any 
normal summer camp where friends get 
together, party and have fun. I was 
shocked to discover that the camp’s real 
aim was preaching Nazi ideology to the 

teenagers throughout the play. The two 
teenagers became close and started to 
become brainwashed by the camp’s 
ideology and its intentions. It was thought-
provoking and shocking to see how the two 
teenagers became a part of the camp’s 
intentions and contributed to the Nazi aim 
of devastation and genocide.  

I thought that Patsy Ferran and Luke 
Thallon showcased impressive acting 
skills, as they were the only two actors on 

stage throughout the whole play. The 
sense of chaos towards the end where 
they become part of the Nazi plan to take 
over the world was a dramatic end to a 
play that started so innocently. Overall, 
Camp Siegfried was excellent! 

George Edwards  
Year 12

Chickenshed mash-up 

On Thursday, 25th November, 40 excited Year 7 students attended the theatre to 
see ChickenShed’s Opening night of EverAfter, a mash-up of various fairy tales and 
not exactly quite how you know them! 

The show was a fantastic success! There was so much singing and dancing 
throughout – it was thoroughly enjoyed by all who came. 

Natasha Stanton, 2i/c Drama/English 
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Grim but gripping Gothic reads 
This term Year 7 have been reading 

Darkside by Tom Becker, a gloomy but 
magical tale with 
all the hallmarks 
of a gothic novel 
and set in an 
alternative, dingy 
and dangerous 
London.  

Some of our 
most celebrated 
British novels are 
classed as gothic 

– Northanger Abbey, Wuthering Heights, 
Frankenstein, Dracula, Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde and The Woman in White, whose 
stories (often set in the past) contain 
mystery, supernatural elements, gloomy 
weather, spooky imagery, remote old 
houses and numerous tragic events. 
Older Drama students have the 
opportunity to study the theatre version of 
the creepy modern classic The Woman in 
Black by Susan Hill. We were lucky 
enough to have a brief visit from the 
ghastly Woman herself as part of the 
LRC’s focus on these gothic favourites. 

Paired reading 
At the start of each academic year a 

small group of Year 10 students are 
selected to buddy up with Year 7 students 
to support them in their literacy during 
weekly sessions in the LRC. These 
students are chosen for being excellent 
role models and for their own enjoyment 
of reading, and they provide valuable 
structure and guidance for their young 
mentees.  

Prizes 
There are lots of chances to win prizes 

from Ms Marshall’s cupboard for 
excellent reading, and also for strong 
participation in the LRC community.  

Tier 1 prizes are awarded via a draw for 
achieving individual termly Accelerated 
Reader points target and – each half term 
– being seen reading around the school, 
or for winning one of our literary 
competitions. Tier 2 prizes go to Word 
Millionaires and students who read and 
pass a quiz on a challenging classic book 
at least one whole level above their 
minimum ZPD.  

Natalia Marshall 
LRC Manager

Drama Act 1 Scene 3

RADA students ‘come to bury 
Caesar, not to praise him’

On Thursday, 9th December, we were thrilled to welcome second year acting 
students from the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts (RADA) for a performance of 
their ‘Shakespeare for Young Audiences’ version of Julius Caesar, directed by 
Che Walker.  

We were especially immensely proud of ex-Compton student Axa Hynes, who 
is the Director of Access and Participation at RADA and thrilled that she was 
returning to The Compton to watch the performance and participate in the 
Question and Answer session.  

Year 11 and 12 Drama students were invited to watch the performance and on 
Monday, 13th December, some of the actors returned to run a workshop based on 
the themes of the play, for our Year 12 A Level Drama students. 

Zoe Merritt  
Deputy Headteacher 

The Drama Department have 
successfully recruited student drama 
leaders from Years 9 – 13. The leadership 
programme will enable students to develop 
skills in one or more of the following areas:  

• Directing. Supporting with running 
drama after school workshops for younger 
students and co-directing the end of term 
showcases 

• Sound and lighting design and 
operation. Training will be provided and 
then drama leaders will create a ‘tech 
team’ to support with showcases, exam 
performances and productions 

• Front of house. Supporting the 
department with running events and 
performances 

• Providing feedback. Forming the 
drama consultation group to help develop 
the curriculum and extra-curricular events;  

• Writing. Writing reviews of productions 
and articles for the newsletter.  

• Photography. Learning how to take 
good quality photos of performance events  

Some of the exciting opportunities that 
they led on before the Christmas break 
were supporting the Drama department’s 
Drama Club Showcase on Monday, 6th 

December.  Our leaders supported front of 
house, welcoming staff and parents into 
the studio to take their seats. The Drama 
leaders were also involved in the technical 
aspect of the Drama club performance and 
worked as tech team and support with the 
lighting and sound of the performances. 

Thank you to those students who want 
to be a part of such an amazing 
opportunity in the Drama department - we 
can’t wait to work with you on more, 
exciting projects. 

Zoe Merritt 
Deputy Headteacher

Opportunities to develop skills for the world of theatre and performance

It has been such a joy to be able to take our 
6th form students to the theatre this academic 
year. One of the theatre visits that we went on 
was to the Bridge Theatre on the Southbank. 
The Bridge Theatre is beautiful and has some 
amazing views of London. The 6th form Drama 
groups for both Year 12 and Year 13 are a 
complete asset to our school, they attend trips 
with maturity and most importantly a clear 
passion for theatre. The students loved the 
performance and were blown away by some of 
the amazing performances from the 
professional actors on stage. 

Natalie Kurland-Ali, 2i/c Drama 

White Noise at The 
Bridge Theatre

News from the Learning Resource Centre

Do you believe in destiny? 
The displays in the LRC are always linked to our reading books and often get the 

students talking. We have featured 'Gothic Fiction', 'The Art of Manga' and 'The 
Wonder of Alice' among others. Sometimes we also start an interactive poll or we 
add a fun literary competition. This autumn, we displayed the question: ‘Do you 
believe in luck or destiny?’ and illustrated this with a selection of books featuring 

heroes either destined to save their people, like 
Neville in the Harry Potter series, or ordinary 
characters who had luck on their side, like Daniel 
Day Wing in the Legend series. 

We also asked the students if they ever carried a 
lucky charm? We were surprised to see so many 
wonderful charms fished out of their blazer 
pockets!   

Gillian Wolfe 
 LRC Assistant 
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At the beginning of the autumn term, we ran a poetry competition titled ‘Empowered’ in 
association with Young Writers. It was brilliant to receive so many contributions and each 
with their own unique definition and vision of empowerment. Across all year groups, our 
budding poets expressed themselves through various forms of poetry – lyrics to a song, 
acrostic, rhyming and free verse. The themes varied 
from perception of personal freedom to protection of 
our environment to acceptance of our differences 

which all contribute to a much more 
positive society. The maturity and 
resilience shown by our wonderful 
students is truly empowering. Enjoy these 
shared snippets from the contributions. 

Hawa Muhammad  
English Teacher

“I went for a walk I saw the poor 
The sadness filled me 

People gave them a look 
And never another thought 

I gave them kindness 
Happineess and righteousness 

Even as people glowered 
I stayed empowered.”

“Fighting for our rights wasn’t enough, 
We are ridiculed and mistreated 

And yet we continue 
To thrive, undefeated 

Millions and millions across the world, 
We can’tsay that we’re equal, 

Yes, its hard to be a girl. 

“It’s us, who decide to remain blind, 
And search for hope in physical places, 

When we can fill our freedom’s abandoned pages, 
In homes, outside, or even in the sky, 

Aslong as we discard the ‘Freedom’ lie”

Twisted Tales: Creative writing competition
The Compton School’s English 

department is giving students another 
opportunity to take part in a creative writing 
competition. The competition this time is 
about giving villains a voice and is called 
Twisted Tales. Please submit entries to 
Show My Homework. The post is called 
Twisted Tales Creative Writing 
Competition. 

 The rules for the competition are: 
• Only one entry per student, there is no 

limit to the number of entries per school.  
• Students' entries must be their own 

work. 
• Students' entries must include a title.  
• Each student's name, age and school 

name should be included on their entry. 
(Please type this onto your work before 
submitting.) 

•100-word limit for mini sagas (excluding 
the title). 

For more information about the 
competition and details of the prizes, visit 
the Young Writer website and click on the 
Twisted Tales competition.  

A planning sheet that can be printed is 
available in tutor trays and on SMHW.  

If you would like to speak to Ms 
Houghton about the competition, she is 
available in T7 on the English corridor.  

Deanna Houghton 
English Teacher 

Workshops explore the power of the spoken word
This term two groups of 

students across Key Stage 3 
have been exploring their 
identities and things that most 
matter to them through a series 
of Spoken Word Power 
workshops, facilitated by 
Eastside schools trust. 
Through mixed groups, the 
students have learnt a great 
deal about one another, 
making connections with 
others that they may not 

normally get the chance to 
befriend. Overall, they have 
explored their internal 
perceptions of what they are 
like as people, as well as what 
they think people might see 
externally; using Drama skills 
they worked in groups to share 
these perceptions with one 
another. This culminated with a 
“Museum of Self” wherein 
students chose one item to 
represent themselves, working 

in groups to create a devised 
Drama piece that would 
symbolise their object and, 
ultimately, who they are as 
people. Ms Goodfellow and Ms 
Hayes have been particularly 
impressed by some of the 
maturity and insightfulness of 
students’ ideas and creativity – 
we can’t wait to see what they 
come up with for the Spoken 
Word Poetry next term! 

Elaine Goodfellow 
3i/c English

Compton’s prolific poets

ENGLISH LITERACY AND LEARNING 

Reading, writing and imagination
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During the winter term, students 
attending Key Stage 3 Art Club have been 
working collaboratively during some very 
exciting projects.  

The first project had them creating a 
large mosaic out of old tiles. The students 
started by painting their own imagined 
designs/patterns onto the surface of the 
tiles using acrylic paint. We then smashed 
these tiles up and glued them in place to 
create a magnificent mosaic. The next step 

is looking for somewhere to display it 
around school!  

The second project that the students 
have recently started working on is another 
collaboration in smaller groups to create a 
large scale sculpture in the style of Claes 
Oldenburg. The students have chosen a 
range of everyday inanimate objects and 
are tasked with turning them into 3- 
Dimensional forms! 

Clubbing together for creativity
Art and Photography in focus Adam Inglis, Art Technician

On Friday, 22nd October, Year 12 and 13 students went on a trip with Art Department staff to the Affordable Arts Fair in Battersea 
Park. This trip gave the students a chance to see how Art can be presented and marketed. After looking around at all the work, each 
of the students took us to their favourite piece of work in the exhibition and explained why it appealed to them. Some excellent 
discussions were had between not only the students, but with some of the artists there exhibiting their own work! 

Key Stage 5 visit the Battersea Affordable Arts Fair

IN BRIEF 
Year 11 visit Tate Britain 

On Friday 10th December, a Year 11 Art class visited Tate Britain to soak up some 
of the amazing works on display. The trip turned out to be a good day out and 
provided the students with inspiration going forward with their coursework! 

Mock Exams 
A note to say; congratulations to all the Year 11 Art and Photography students and 

Year 13 Art students who sat their mock exam at the beginning of November. All 
students worked very hard and produced some amazing work in exam conditions. 
This has given them a boost and also an idea of what to expect when the exams roll 
around! 
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Follow us  
on Twitter @TheComptonDT 

and on Instagram 
@TheComptonDTdept 

Design and Technology 

This term has seen the food 
room once again hosting Cooking 
Club. A constant flow of tasty 
treats has been created by our 
students under the tuition of Mrs 
O’Shea. These include Garlic & 
Chilli Spaghetti; Teriyaki Chicken; 
Tiramisu; Falafel Burgers; Rocky 
Road; Hummus; and Festive 
Biscuits.  

There’s something there for 
everybody.

It’s hotting up in the food room again

Rob Hall 
Senior D&T Technician

Wool: the sustainable fabric choice - for heroes!
A competition is underway called Wool4School and our talented students hope to win some 

amazing prizes. Wool4School takes place each year and encourages students to become budding 
fashion designers.  

This year, the design brief asks ‘Who is your hero?’  Is it an environmental advocate? A fashion 
icon? Someone from the world of sport or a  family member? Using their hero as inspiration, the idea 
is for students to design an outfit using sustainable woollen fabric that will fulfil the needs of the client.  
The competition is international and students from as far afield as Australia, Italy, as well as across 
the UK, will compete against eachother. 

See more at:https://www.wool4school.com/gb/about-competition/ 

Last year’s winner Last year’s runner up

Formula One comes 
to The Compton

The roar of engines and the 
thrill of speed will soon be 
commonplace in D&T as 
Formula One cars come to life. 
Using 3D printing and other 
technological innovations, 
students will get the chance to 
design their own scalectrix 
cars and race them around the 
newly setup track which will 
test their skills to the limit.

Early Computer Science success in the Bebras Challenge
Years 10, 12 and 13 students took part in 

the national Bebras Challenge in 
November.  The challenge ran for two 
weeks and involved answering some 
complex and challenging problem solving 
questions.  Students completed the 

challenges enthusiastically and there was 
some good natured competition.  We have 
some amazing provisional results with 
some of our highest scores of 139 and 
136.  Students will be receiving their 
certificates in the forthcoming weeks.  Well 

done to all students who took part.  Why 
don’t you have a go at the puzzle below?  
Can you work out the answer?

Robot re-build - First Tech Challenge returns to 
The Compton School 

Following on from the hiatus last year the 
First Tech robot-building challenge is back.  
We have dismantled the old robot and are 
ready to take on the new challenge, Freight 
Frenzy.   We have a new group of students 
taking part, along with some returning 
students from 2020 ready to impart their 
expertise.  We are meeting every Wednesday to build and refine our 
robot and see if we can improve on our position last year.   Final 
competition is a little later this year in June so we have plenty of time to 
build and refine our robot.  So, good luck to the team and I will keep you posted of 
our progress.

Julie Yarwood 
Head of Computer Science
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1. Read the question carefully. 
Have your child read and reread the 

question to make sure that they 
understand what they are being asked to 
solve. Encourage them to read the 
question aloud and pay close attention to 
the final question of the word problem. 

2. Understand the problem. 
Encourage your child to simplify the 

word problem by highlighting the main 
words and important ideas. Have your 
child ask themselves the following 
questions: What am I being asked to do? 

What are the important facts? Do I have 
enough information to solve the problem? 
What operation will I use? 

3. Convert the verbal statement into a 
mathematical equation. 

Help your child break the word problem 
into manageable, ordered steps. It's a 
good idea to do the work one step at a 
time, particularly if it's a complicated 
problem with several parts. It's easier to 
keep the pieces of the problem in order, if 
your child works this way, and easier to 
avoid mistakes. Have them begin by 

identifying key words such as ‘add’, ‘less’, 
and ‘product of’ that indicate certain 
mathematical operations. 

4. Generate the result. 
Encourage your child to solve the 

mathematical problem using a technique 
such as drawing or mentally acting out the 
problem. After they finish, make sure the 
results make sense and that they write the 
answer in the appropriate units (eg. hours, 
metres, miles, etc.).  

David Spitz 
2i/c Maths 

Next term, we begin our 
London Design Challenge. The 
Mayor of London and architect 
and TV presenter George 
Clarke’s charity MOBIE are 
inviting young people in 
London to design a new village 

in the Royal Docks, East 
London. We need your help to 
create a masterplan for homes 
and green spaces in the area, 
set around four key themes 
central to London’s recovery 
from COVID-19: 

- Improving Air Quality 
- Sustainable Transport 
- Affordable Housing 
- Green Energy 

The free to enter challenge 
will help bring learning in 
subjects like geography, history 
and design and technology to 
life. The challenge will also 
introduce students to the built 

environment sector and the 
variety of jobs – from planning 
and architecture to engineering 
and construction – that exist in 
a sector that employs nearly 
10% of the UK workforce. 
Come and talk to Miss 
Kibblewhite if you are keen to 
get involved with us! 

Grace Kibblewhite 
Geography Teacher

Back in September, our Year 11 cohort  
completed their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award expedition. This adventurous 
weekend involved a two day hike and 
overnight camp in the New Forest 
National Park. During the weekend, 
students had to be entirely self sufficient. 
This meant navigating from the drop off 
points to the campsite, carrying all of their 
equipment throughout the journey and 
cooking for themselves at camp. All 
students managed to complete the 
challenging expedition. Congratulations 
to all students who participated. 

Jonathan Dunbar 
Head of Geography

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
adventures in the New Forest

Maths: tips to help students problem solve at home

Geography call out to all future designers and eco warriors

This term at Global Citizens club we have been investigating 
a sustainable life for the future. Our Key 
Stage 3 students have been 
investigating various 
elements of sustainable 
living and design and 
have even conducted a 
school-wide survey of 
classroom energy 
efficiency. (Stay tuned 
to hear our results on 
The Compton School 
Podcast!) 

Grace Kibblewhite 
Geography Teacher

Global citizens looking to the future
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What a fantastic term for the 
science department! Both Key 
Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 
students had the opportunity to 
explore aspects of science 
outside the curriculum. 

KS3 students learned about 
the chemistry behind potion 
making in Harry Potter and 
they created mini-wormeries 
which allowed them to 
appreciate the role that worms 
play in supporting plant growth, 
food chains and habitats. They 
also made plastics from milk to 
reduce environmental damage. 
However, their greatest 
accomplishment was building 
the one and only Compton 
DNA out of candies, with a size 
of 2.84 metres! (cover photo)  

On the other hand, KS4 
students were busy creating 
pleasant odours. They 
appreciated the importance of 
esters in perfumes, artificial 
flavourings, cosmetics, and 
organic solvents. They learned 
how to make their own soap 
safely and handled corrosive 
chemicals with great care. 
They had the opportunity to 

develop their teamwork and 
communication skills through 
taking part in the Royal Society 
of Chemistry challenge.  

It goes without saying that 
Science Club has been a great 
success this term thanks to our 
amazing Year 12 scientists 
who dedicated their time to 
helping younger students. 
They ensured that both key 
stages were conducting 
experiments safely. They used 
their expertise in the subject to 
help students to the best of 
their abilities. They have 
gained a profound sense of 
fulfilment from working with 
younger students and have 

been able to develop their 
organisational and their 
communication skills, self-
knowledge, and interpersonal 
skills. 

Oria Shuman 
3 i/c Science

Science: observation, investigation and experimentation
Potions, lotions, perfumes...and worms

PSYCHOLOGY 
Mental illness and a global pandemic
Since the beginning of the Covid-19 

pandemic, disorders such as OCD, 
depression and agoraphobia have 
increased among the population, 
negatively affecting quality of life for 
sufferers. During March 2020, the UK 
experienced its first lockdown.  For many 
people throughout the country it meant 
staying at home, possibly alone, or 
possibly in an abusive and unsafe 
environment.  

The lockdown meant that people were 
limited to a couple of hours of exercise 
outside and that contact with friends and 
family (not immediate) had to remain 
online. This lowered the motivation to carry 
out day to day activities such as taking 
care of hygiene and getting out of bed - 
characteristics of depression. Unrealistic 
standards of living were plastered by 
influencers everywhere, eg. waking up at 
5am, doing a 2-hour exercise routine, 
making a full breakfast, reading a book, 
and cleaning the room all before 10am. 
Increased time spent inside led to us 
consume an unhealthy amount of social 
media, and because we were not using 
our time as productively, many people 
developed feelings of low self-esteem and 
worthlessness, leading to a negative view 

of the self - ‘I’m so lazy, I’m unproductive 
and a failure.’ Along with this, many people 
were trapped in toxic family/relationship 
situations because of the lockdown. This 
abusive environment meant they would 
feel trapped and hopeless and as a result 
of this, the likelihood of developing 
depression also increased.  

Covid-19 is an airborne virus which can 
be spread through contact with 
contaminated surfaces and as a result, 
everyone suddenly became more aware of 
germs, diseases and viruses spreading 
through surfaces and even small 
encounters with other people. For some 
sufferers of obsessive-compulsive 
disorder (OCD), this would elevate the 
severity of their intrusive thoughts such as 
‘if I don’t wash my hands seven times I’ll 
catch covid and spread it to my family 
members and they’ll get poorly and die’. 
This would encourage the sufferer to give 
in to their compulsive rituals, and possibly 
create more obsessive thoughts. Many 
sufferers have disfunctioning frontal lobes 
which lead to the irrational thoughts and 
making decisions; they knew that their 
rituals like repeatedly washing hands is 
irrational but they were unable to seek 
professional help during Covid because of 

the over-crowded and overworked NHS, 
leading to more intense and unpleasant 
emotions. These unpleasant emotions are 
not processed in the way they need to be 
because many sufferers of OCD have a 
disfunctioning parahippocampal gyrus, 
where it is believed that sufferers 
experience the dysfuntion.  

Agoraphobia is a fear of being in 
situations where escape might be difficult. 
For many sufferers this means that going 
outside in an everyday Covid-free situation 
is almost impossible due to the amount of 
stress and anxiety paired with public 
situations. Sufferers may have been 
pleased with lockdown as it allowed them 
to be rewarded for staying at home, rather 
than being punished eg. loss of job. The 
behaviourist approach recognises this as 
positive reinforcement through operant 
conditioning as they are being rewarded 
for isolating by being able to do work at 
home or being put on furlough. Despite 
isolating being a required action by 
everyone, it enabled sufferers to stay at 
home without confronting their fear of open 
places.  

Edma Hyskaj 
Year 13
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Details of students’ return to school and testing arrangements 
in January have been notified in a letter to parents 

The  PE department’s top five moments 
of the term have been; 
1. The Year 7 football teams (photos 
below) playing their first matches 
representing The Compton School and 
working as hard as they possibly could. 

2. The Year 11 girls going to artsDepot 
(photo centre) where they were selected 
after their attendance of dance club last 
year. The girls watched and took part in an 
interactive piece about contemporary 
dance. 
3. The Year 9 leadership disability 
Pentathlon Event where Year 9 girls were 
hand picked to be trained and to run the 
event for a large number of primary 
schools. 
4. The Year 11 boys playing their first 
volleyball match and winning!. The boys 
(photo top right) have practised every 
single Friday for over a year now and their 
hard work and dedication really shows. 

5. The Year 10 boys’ football team (photo 
bottom right) playing the best they have 
done in a long time and remaining 
undefeated! 

Jasmine Adem  
PE  

PE’s top five moments of Autumn 2021

Baran in Year 10 has 
made a fantastic 
sporting achievement,  
securing  a Bronze 
Medal at the British 
Taekwondo National 
Championships.  Baran 
has also been chosen 
to be part of the British 
Team and will represent 
Great Britain in future 
Taekwondo events.  
Very well done indeed! 

Jane Morley 
Year 10 Manager

Sporting success stories: Taekwondo 

U16 Girls Football team through to quarter final of Barnet Schools Cup

Meanwhile, over one weekend in 
early November, Naveh, in Year 8, 
competed the UKTA tournament 
and he too achieved tremendous 
results. 

Despite the competition category 
being large and with some fierce 
competition, Naveh was triumphant, 
winning a gold medal for sparring 
and another for patterns.  

Naveh’s success in this 
competition means he is in the 
running to compete in the European 
Championship scheduled for 
springtime in Croatia. Good luck, 
Naveh!

Congratulations to the U16 Girls Football Team who beat 
Bishop Douglass Catholic School 4-0 on Tuesday, 30th November 
to send them into the quarter final of the Barnet Schools Cup. The 
girls played really well considering that it was their first match 
together. Marina Krcmar-Torres scored a hat-trick and Araya 
Sumaria scored the final goal. Scarla-Rae Cooper was unlucky as 

she hit the left post and the crossbar on two different occasions. 
Well done to everyone who was involved - a great win.  

Thanks to Miss Phillips for refereeing. 
Squad: Eva, Caitlin, Scarla-Rae, Christina, Jolie, Hasti, Aisling, 

Araya (all Year 10), Alike, Aaminah and Marina (Year 11). 
Nicki Milne  

2i/c PE

SPORTS News at The Compton School


