
 
THE  
COMPTON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
“Outstanding” Ofsted Issue 2: April 2022 

Power from a lemon: Science clubbers investigate which fruit provides the most ‘juice’ 

Keep up to date with the latest news and events; visit the school website on www.thecompton.org.uk

 
THE  
COMPTON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
“Outstanding” Ofsted EXCELLENCE FOR ALL



This term has seen an 
extremely successful Peer 
Mentoring Programme take 
place.  Twenty nine Year 10 
students have been fantastic 
peer mentors to some of our 
Year 7 and Year 8 students.   

We are extremely proud of 
all the students who took part 
in this programme.  They have 
been very reliable and 
punctual to all sessions.   

Jane Morley 
Year 10 Manager

Dear Parents and Students 
Schools have always been 

about much more than 
teaching children and young 
people a range of subjects. If 
ever there was a 
demonstration of this, it is 
reflected in the various 
activities which have taken 
place this term. It is also 
reflected in the conversations 
we have with students, the 
decisions we take and the 
sanctions we use as we strive 
to support our students to 
make good choices, learn from 
consequences and be 
responsible citizens beyond 

the school gates, now and in 
the future. I would like to thank 
parents for your support of the 
school as we seek not only to 
set high standards and 
expectations, but also to 
maintain and reinforce these.  

We have had a real push on 
punctuality this half term and 
will continue with this focus 
next term. High educational 
achievement is supported by 
high attendance and excellent 
punctuality. It is a bit like the 
lottery – “you have to be in it to 
win it!” However, punctuality is 
not like the lottery in the sense 
that all students have it within 

their power to always be on 
time for school. If students are 
late, they miss essential 
explanations given by the 
teacher at the start of the 
lesson. It is also disruptive to 
teachers and other students in 
the class when students arrive 
late. 

Our new Sixth Form Student 
Leadership team was 
announced last week, along 
with our new Key Stage 4 
Prefects.  We will be discussing 
with our student leaders what 
more we can be doing to 
support people in crisis around 
the world and what we can be 
doing to ensure our school has 
sustainability at the heart of 
everything we do. 

The clocks going forward 
combined with some much 
needed sunshine recently is a 
good start to Spring.  

I wish you all a happy and 
peaceful holiday. 

Ann Marie Mulkerins 
Headteacher
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Message from the Chair of  Governors 
Dear Parents, 

We all fervently hope the worst of the Covid pandemic is behind us, 
and so the Governors have been engaging with the School on two 
critical issues: (1) activity to enable recovery from Covid and its impact 
on learning and (2) the School’s work to improve sustainability. On  
Covid recovery, the Governing Body are pleased that engagement with 
the National Tutor programme has been very positive. More broadly this 
programme is one of a host of activities and initiatives across the school 
aimed at addressing gaps and learning loss arising from the pandemic 
and the lockdowns. The energy and commitment applied to these by staff and students is really 
impressive. 

Developing sustainability in schools is a key issue for school communities across the country. 
Schools have a significant role to play in helping us to reach net zero and becoming a more 
sustainable society. This is best summarised through the four C’s - curriculum, campus, 
community and culture. So we are working with the School to examine how stronger 
sustainability practices are being developed and applied across the four C’s. And this is now a 
standing item for all our Governing Body meetings. It is great to learn the progress the school is 
already making. From October, its new energy contract will be purchased from 100% renewable 
sources. We know this is an issue which matters greatly to Compton students and we look 
forward to hearing  more on their ideas for onward improvement.  

Finally, we have a vacancy for a Governor - please let me know if you are interested in an 
informal discussion. Please contact me via chairofgovernors@thecompton.org.uk. Thank you. 

Wishing everyone an enjoyable and safe Spring break.  
Howard Davies, Chair of Governors 
chairofgovernors@thecompton.org.uk

A message from the Headteacher

Ann Marie Mulkerins

Hiba shares 
her story

Peer Mentoring Success

Hiba decided that she 
wanted to write a book 
about her life to gift to her 
mother for her birthday in 
January. The Curriculum 
Support department at The 
Compton helped her to edit 
the book and the Art 
department offered their 
expertise to help create the 
front cover and bind the 
book together. Hiba says “I 
did it because I wanted to 
share my story with other 
people”. Her mum loved it!  

Taylor Richter 
Teaching Assistant



This year, Year 8s have been working on a great project provided to us by First Give. The First Give programme inspires 
and empowers young people to take action to make a positive change in society. And this is exactly what they have been 
doing.  

Over the past few months, our Year 8s have been researching social issues in our community.  They selected charities based on 
issues they feel strongly about and want to support and over the last few weeks, each tutor group has been working to raise money 
and awareness for their chosen charity.   

They have come up with some amazing ideas. They have run stalls, written articles, created podcasts and run events such as 
football, basketball and dodgeball competitions to raise money and teach students about these charities. They have selected some 
amazing causes to support such as Mayhew Animal Charity, Cancer Research, Rays of Sunshine, New Citizens Gateway, Stand up 
to Racism and Inequality, Victim Support, British Youth Council and The Muslim Youth Helpline.   

After Easter they will be creating a presentation, which they will then deliver to the year group, First Give representatives and a panel 
of judges who will crown a 
winner who will win £1000 to be 
donated to their chosen charity.   

The Year 8s have already 
worked extremely hard on their 
projects and it has been 
incredible to see how engaged 
and inspired they are about 
giving back to these charities 
and helping others.   

We look forward to the final 
presentation in May.   

Kathryn Jackson 
Year 8 Manager  
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Back in December, Year 9 were 
working very hard with Ms Rowell 
in supporting the local charity, 
Homeless Action in Barnet, 
where, across the year group, 
over 200 items were donated to 
help support the local community. 
The donations meant a lot to all 
who received them.  Well done to 
Year 9 and Ms Rowell! 

Hannah Mann 
Key Stage 3 Leader  

Charity begins at...The Compton School

Thursday, 10th March marked a very 
important day in the futures of our Year 9 
students; the students and their parents 
visited the school for our annual Making 
Choices Evening, where they finalised 
their subject choices for next year.  

This is the first time we have been able 
to run this event in person for over two 
years and it was really nice to have 
students and their parents on site. Each 
student with their parents had a one-to-
one meeting either with their Tutor or a 
senior member of staff where they talked  
their options through for next year. 

It was a really successful evening 
which was a culmination of all the hard 
work students have been doing over the 
last six months, researching their subject 
choices and looking at potential future 
career paths.  

Students and parents both indicated 
that they felt well-supported during the 
Making Choices process and talked very 
highly of the subject information videos 
on the school website. Students will 
receive confirmation of their subject 
choices in the Summer term. 

Morgan Alexander-Crump  
Assistant Headteacher

Making Choices Evening 2022 Well done to our 
Brilliant Club Graduates 

On Friday, 25th February 2022, at 
SOAS University of London, eleven 
Year 9 students did themselves and the 
School proud by becoming graduates of 
the Brilliant Club. 

The Brilliant Club is a UK non-profit 
organisation that aims to widen access 
to university for students from 
underrepresented groups of students. 

Structured around a number of 
tutorials and trips to the most 
competetive universities, our students 
learned about university life through a 
special programme delivered by PhD 
students. In order to graduate, the 
school students had to submit a final 
assignment which was marked using 
university grades. 

So, we would like to say a big well 
done and congratulations to the 
students below who graduated as 
follows: 

Zacari Rackal (1st) 
Arian Rahimi (2:1) 

Matija Jovanovic (2:2) 
Haifa Kassim (2:1) 
Raqiya Hashi (2:1) 
Mujib Syed (2:1) 
Eva Charles (1st) 
Luke Noble (2:1) 

Saffron Conway Brand (1st) 
Martina Hyde (2:1) 
Matti Strelitz (2:1) 

Hannah Mann 
Key Stage 3 Leader 

Congratulations to our new Prefects 

Thank you to every Year 10 student who submitted their application form this term 
and undertook the rigorous selection process to be a Prefect at The Compton School. 

After a lot of consideration and many meetings to discuss the very impressive level 
of interviews across the board, we have now selected 32 successful students for the 
roles. 

The new prefects will make a start in their new roles after Easter and will be 
allocated a Year 7 or Year 8 form to support during PDT. 

We would like to celebrate their success and will be in touch with them after the 
holiday with further information about their roles and responsibilities. 

Shukri Kemal, Key Stage 4 Leader and 
Jane Morley, Year 10 Manager



Sixth Form at The Compton School
We are delighted with the high number of applications we received from students applying to join our Sixth Form from 

September 2022.  There has been huge interest from both our internal students and those applying from other schools and 
it has been a pleasure meeting with students this term to discuss their next steps towards joining the Sixth Form.  We would 
like to wish them all the best in their upcoming exams and look forward to seeing them on results day in August. 

Meanwhile, read on to see why students are keen to be part of the Sixth Form at The Compton School...

On Monday, 14th March, Year 12 students 
attended the UCAS Discovery Exhibition at 
the Excel Centre in Docklands London. 
Students were able to visit stands from 
almost all university providers in addition to 
a range of employers offering employment 
and training opportunities for school leavers. 
The day was also a chance for students to 
gather resources to take away with them as 
they begin an essential phase of the careers 
decision making process. Students have 
been working on career plans with their 
tutors during Personal Development Time 
and the exploration of Post 18 Options will 
continue throughout the coming months. 

Dominique Doyle 
Careers and Study Supportline 

UCAS Discovery 
Exhibition

Sixth Form Success Strategy Conference
On Wednesday 9th February, all Year 

13 students took part in a Sixth Form 
Success Strategy Conference. The 
conference was delivered by senior 
Teaching and Learning staff and the 
Sixth Form Team and covered a range of 
topics to support students to kick start 
their revision and preparation for their 
summer exams. Students received 
resources to help support planning and 
structuring their revision and build on the 
following tips that were suggested from 
the morning: 

• Students need to identify areas of 
weakness or gaps in knowledge 

• Students need to discuss with their 
teacher to target areas for improvement 

• Students need to ensure they have a 
full set of class notes and additional 
resources to support revision (including 

subject textbooks, revision guides, past 
paper exam questions) 

• Students must ensure that any 
outstanding NEA/ Coursework has been 
completed 

• Students must ensure they have a 
clear revision plan and that they are 
completing structured revision (a 
minimum 5 hours per week per subject) 

• Students must ensure that they are 
attending all lessons and additional 
intervention / revision sessions offered 

Over the Easter break students should 
continue to manage their time effectively 
using the strategies and resources given 
to ensure that they have the best 
possible chances of success in their 
exams.  

Dominique Doyle 
Careers and Study Support

Waste Wise Environmental Project
Over the course of five sessions, a group of Year 12 students have been taking part 

in a Waste Wise Environmental Project which aims to create awareness of how we can 
have a sustainable approach to consuming and producing food which will help climate 
change and our health.  

Firstly, we looked at what is climate change and how our daily food intake contributes 
to carbon emissions. Then we investigated how we individually can reduce emissions 
in our everyday life like eating seasonally and growing our own food. We looked at 
growing our own food and were given the opportunity to sow seeds and study their 
growth at home so we could then use what we had grown in our own recipes. The next 
part of the project was learning what is food waste and what we can do to avoid food 
waste. As a part of this session, we were able to pick from a range of recipes to make 
that aimed to reduce food waste and understand the benefits of a plant-based diet. 
Lastly, at the end of the project we were shown, as young people, what we can do to be 
an activist for climate change and teach others about what we have learnt.  

Within our group, we created four videos highlighting key areas of the project that 
interested us that would be shared on social media so others can understand how to 
have healthy nutritious food whilst being environmentally aware. Our videos looked at 
what is a plant-based diet, recipes to avoid food waste and the effects the food system 
has on the environment. Personally, I have really enjoyed the project and loved making 
a homemade alternative to baked beans and I have grown my own pea shoots which I 
have been able to use in salads. The project has been facilitated by an external local 
company BreadnButter -  https://breadnbutter.org.uk/  

We have really enjoyed being able to take part in this opportunity and look forward to 
sharing our completed videos once they have been finalised.  

Scarlett 
Year 12 

The Introduction of Academic 
Mentoring in early January was an 
opportunity for a group of Year 9 students 
to develop and excel in their academic 
studies with the help of some Year 12 
Mentors. Every Wednesday, students sit 
down with their Academic Mentors during 
their PDT sessions, where they have any 
work clarified including Maths, Science 
and English. Within these sessions, 
students go over any work that they may 
be struggling with and they work with 
their mentors to help them feel more 
confident within their subjects and ensure 
they understand the work they are doing.  

This has been a really wonderful 
opportunity for Year 12 Academic 
Mentors to get to work with students in a 
younger year group to develop many 
skills which will benefit them in the future, 
and as an added bonus, Academic 
Mentoring is a great additional 
enrichment activity to highlight in future 
UCAS applications.   

Denissa   
Year 12

Academic Mentoring
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In all my years attending The 
Compton School, nothing can 

compare to the last two years 
of this journey. What made 
Years 12 and 13 so special for 
me was the amazing 
opportunity of becoming the 
Head Girl of my school. This 
role challenged me in so many 
ways and as a result helped 
me to grow even more as an 
individual. In particular, I have 
seen a rise in my confidence 
that I didn’t know I could ever 
be capable of. The thought of 
speaking in front of hundreds 
of students and parents almost 
seemed impossible for me. 
Being Head Girl made me 
realise that I shouldn’t be 
constrained to the barriers I 
had built in my mind. I 
remember Miss Cran asking 
me if I was nervous before my 
interview with the Head 
teacher, I replied that I was 
excited instead. If you think 
about it, excitement and 
nervousness have the exact 

same physiological reaction -  
it’s just the way that you 
choose to perceive the 
situation that changes it from 
negative to positive. This is 
what I believe led me to landing 
the title of Head Girl and this is 
what I carried throughout my 
role, replacing the doubtful 
thoughts with words of 
encouragement. 

I would like to congratulate 
the future Head Girl and Boy 
and say that I am extremely 
proud of you. It was a very long 
and difficult application process 
but your perseverance has 
shone through and it has all 
paid off. One piece of advice I 
would give you is to know that 
you are human and nerves   
are completely normal. 
Understanding when your 
mental health is suffering is 
one of the best things you can 
do in your role to ensure that 
you don’t feel overwhelmed 
and can fulfil your duty. On 
behalf of the whole Leadership 

Team, well done and we hope 
you enjoy these next two 
years.                                 

Jessica 

There has been a myriad of 
opportunities available to 

me throughout my time at The 
Compton but none have been 
as rewarding as the role of 
Head Boy. It is a really inspiring 
role that allows you to form a 
stronger connection between 
your peers and the Sixth Form 
Team. This hasn’t been the 
most normal of Sixth Form 
experiences for my year but I 
have really enjoyed making the 
most out of the opportunities 
that we have had. Being a part 
of the Sixth Form Leadership 
Team means that you really 
can make positive changes for 
your peers and you can help to 
create lifelong memories for 
you and your year group.  

My favourite experience as 
Head Boy would have to be 
when Jessica and I spoke to 

the large groups attending the 
Headteacher’s speech at the 
Open Evenings held by the 
school. It was a great privilege 
to speak alongside Ms 
Mulkerins at these events and I 
was proud to be sharing my 
experiences at the school with 
the prospective students. 

I am excited to welcome the 
new Head Boy and Head Girl 
into the role and I would like to 
wish them both, along with the 
rest of Year 12, a happy and 
successful Year 13. A huge well 
done to all of the shortlisted 
candidates for the roles; it is an 
achievement in and of itself to 
be shortlisted and you should 
all be really proud of 
yourselves. I wish the next 
Sixth Form Team all the best in 
making the positive changes 
that you would like to see 
during your tenure. 

Harvey 

Sixth Form at The Compton School

Hi! My name is Prina, and I am in Year 12. I am currently doing my A-Levels in French, Geography and 
Politics, they are all super interesting and fun! 

As part of an extracurricular activity, I recently was offered a place on K+. This is a 18-month programme 
that is run by Kings College London, which enables A-Level students to learn all about the University and 
helps them with university applications, personal statements and more! There are a few perks too, for 
example, if you successfully complete this programme, you get a £1000 bursary and a two-grade reduced 
offer if you submit an application for Kings College London. This programme was recommended to me by 
Miss Doyle, Careers Advisor; however, the selection process is very niche (only 300 people got in out of 800 
applications!) I highly recommend this programme to anyone who is interested in doing it in the future! 

Prina, Year 12

K+ package: an in-road to life at Kings College

This house believes...that the Year 12 debates were hotly contested
On Wednesday, 2nd March, students in 

Year 12 took part in the interform debate 
final during an assembly. This was a 
culmination of all the debates that had 
taken place between tutor groups across 
the Spring 1 Term. 

The final table finished up as: 
Form Wins Draws Points 
M 6 18 
P 6 18 
T 5 15 
O 3 1 10 
C 3 9 
N 2 1 7 
S 2 6 

This meant that teams from 12M and 
12P contested the final. The topic they 
were debating was ‘Will your gender affect 
your future?’ 

Both teams produced very strong 
arguments that were backed up with 
excellent evidence. However 12P 
managed to deliver the opposition 
argument in a slightly stronger manor 
meaning that they came out on top as 
overall winners. 

Congratulations to them, although also a 
commendation is deserved by all tutor 
groups for a fantastic and ultra-competitive 
debating league. 

Peter Christensen 
Key Stage 5 Leader

MESSAGES FROM OUR HEAD GIRL AND BOY 
Challenges, opportunities 

and lifelong memories

PTO to see who’s made it into 
the new Sixth Form Leadership 
Team...
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Sixth Form at The Compton School
Introducing The Sixth Form Leadership Team  

Congratulations to the following students who secured a place on the New Student Leadership Team for 2022-23  

Salvador                           
Gaida                                    

Roberto  
Hannah                                    

Yahia                                    
Anuyah             
Mania  

Scarlett 

Ioana  
Melisa                                      
Khali                                      
Elona  

Alice                                    
Shaadika                                

Pratik  
Archie                                  

Sabahoth                            
Anay  
Eliza 

Manuella  

Tom  
Ruby                          
Prina 
Andre  

Head Girl 
Head Boy 

Deputy Head Girl 
Deputy Head Boy

Students had to submit a CV and cover letter which was then followed up with an interview. 
As with every year, the calibre of student applications was extremely high so this made the 

process of selecting students exceedingly difficult. All students who applied should be rightfully 
proud of themselves. Students will receive their final committee positions shortly. We look 

forward to working with them over the next year.
Leadership Team Members:

Denissa 
Ashraf 
Badra 
Joshua

YEAR 12 PSYCHOLOGY 

 The Covid effects on attachment 
Ben, a Year 12 Psycholgy student, looks at 

the impacts Covid has had on young 
peoples’ formative relationships with others. 

Effects of covid on babies forming 
multiple attachments 

The act of cradling a baby or singing 
softly to them to calm them may seem like 
simple tasks, however these first kind of 
interactions are crucial for the infant's 
emotional and cognitive development. The 
quality and frequency of these interactions 
are associated with the quality and security 
of caregiver-infant attachment.  

Unfortunately, Covid-19 has meant that 
for some people these simple, yet 
meaningful interactions have not been 
able to take place. Schaffer and Emerson’s 
research into the stages of attachment 
(1964) proposed that by the age of around 
nine months, babies begin to extend their 
attachments beyond their mother, e.g. 
fathers, grandparents etc. However, due to 
self-isolation grandparents and extended 
family have been deprived of these crucial 
interactions with the infant, meaning that 
an attachment between babies and their 

extended family will not form, e.g. many 
elderly people have had to isolate in care 
homes for around six months, thus 
depriving them from playing, holding, and 
interacting with their grandchild. 
Psychologists have proposed that a baby 
has a sensitive period of six months; if 
attachment does not form during this 
period, the child will find it much harder to 
form these attachments later. 

The effects of schools closing on 
attachments 

Research has shown that secure 
attachments in the initial stage of life build 
the synaptic connections between neurons 
in the brain, forming pathways and 
networks over time, which allow infants to 
develop emotionally, socially, and 
intellectually. Growing neurons and 
forming connections between them does 
not stop at a certain age. It is a lifelong 
process, which means that we can support 
a child’s attachment ability at any stage, 
even after the sensitive period of six 
months. It may take time and effort, but 
even a child who has not had the 

opportunity to experience secure bonds 
with their caregivers as a baby can learn to 
form meaningful attachments with others 
in later life. For children with less stable 
backgrounds, the school environment 
presents an opportunity for vital 
attachment-building work to take place. 
e.g. teachers often provide the emotional 
support and secure base that some 
children may not be able to experience in 
their homes. Due to the closing of schools, 
school aged children had disrupted these 
particularly important interactions.  

With the covid pandemic predicted to 
have devastating and long-lasting effects 
on the population’s mental health, it is 
crucial that children form strong and 
secure attachments to aid them with their 
emotional development. With schools now 
reopened, there is a focus on teachers 
providing a secure, safe and calm 
environment, to begin to repair children’s 
emotional and intellectual development.  

Ben  
Year 12

Year 12 Politics students learn with a Lord
Year 12 Politics students had 

the unique opportunity this 
term to interview a member of 

the House of Lords from the 
Labour Party and ask him 
exactly what being a Lord 
involves.  

Baron Knight of Weymouth, 
who was made a life peer in 
2010 after serving in Gordon 
Brown’s cabinet from 2009 to 
2010, joined the class via 
Zoom to answer questions 
ranging from the functions of 
the Lords to his views on what 
could be done to encourage 
more young people to engage 
in politics. He spoke in detail 
about his views on reforming 
the House of Lords and his 
frustrations with the House of 
Lords receiving less press and 

public attention than the House 
of Commons. This was 
followed by a lively discussion 
around whether the Lords 
should be reformed further, 
scrapped completely, or 
remain as it is. This supported 
students with their studies in 

UK Government as they study 
the functions of the House of 
Lords in detail at A-Level, and 
compare it with the power of 
the House of Commons.  

Sakunthala Wijesinghe 
Teacher i/c Politics 
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History: Learning the lessons of the past
The Compton School’s Year 9 History 

students visited the Imperial War Museum 
in Lambeth this term and spent the day 
selecting different historical artefacts from 
the World War One exhibition. Having 
chosen three main artefacts, they were 
tasked with filming their own documentary. 

Meanwhile, at school, Year 12 Historians 
spent a session working with the 
Holocaust Educational Trust and 
completed the Auschwitz Online course. 
Said Milo in Year 12, “The course helped 
me to see the Holocaust as more than a 
singular event.  It taught me about the 
unique, individual stories and 
experiences.” 

Zaynab Khanom 
2i/c History 

Exam Preparation Conference gives Year 11s a plan of action
Back in January, Year 11 

took part in an Exam 
Preparation Conference here 
at The Compton School. The 
conference was designed to 
upskill students in preparation  
for their coming exams.   
Students had an opportunity to 
learn about the theory behind 
exam revision. They also 

implemented and planned a 
revision timetable and learned 
key strategies to give them 
confidence when revising.  

Thank you to both Year 12 
and 13 students who shared 
their experiences and many 
useful strategies with Year 11.  

Shukri Kemal 
Key Stage 4 Leader
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The Compton School Art Gallery
Year 10 are working on Unit 1 of 

their coursework - Still Life 

Jolie Martin

Arjun Natt

Hanin Hamid 

Diamond Bello 

Amelia Bieklecka 

Shaniya Weekes
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The Compton School Art Gallery

 A portrait of 
Ioana by 

Melissa Aliya 
(Year 12)

Isabel Santucci 

Vera Leka 

Isra Kurtisi 



On 8th March, our Year 13 
students embarked on their 
Component 2 Performance 
Exam. This is a scripted piece 
of theatre, where they have to 
learn it off by heart and stage it 
in their own original way.  

There was one group 
performance from the play Be 
My Baby. Set in the 1960’s in 

the north of England in a 
mother’s home for unmarried 
women, it follows a group of 
pregnant girls and their 
sometimes tragic stories.  

There were also three 
monologue performances: one 
from Shakers, about a bar maid 
and her recent pregnancy; 
Shallow Slumber about an 

inmate and her experience at a 
train station and Goodbye 
Charles about a woman’s 
rejection of engagement due to 
commitment issues.  

All of these performances 
came together to produce 
some fantastic work due to the 
hard work and dedication of our 
students. 

Well done girls - each of you 
has done a fabulous job! 

Natlie Kurland and  
Natasha Stanton

Hard work and dedication pays off in fabulous Year 13 Performance Evening
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Drama Act 1 Scene 1

Over the last month the Year 12 Drama 
A-level group have been working on their 
devised projects. As part of their A-level 
course they must create a piece of Drama 
developed from a stimulus. The class 
have read Love and Information by Caryl 

Churchill and have also been studying the 
practitioner Berkoff to develop their 
storylines. 

Both groups have contrasting ideas 
and themes, ranging from mystery to 
mental health, the students have 
developed their storylines through 
workshops, practical exploration and 
independent research. 

This component carries 40% of their 
final grade, students will be expected to 
perform to a live audience and to 
complete a written response of the 
development process.  

The Year 12 performances are on 
Thursday 19th May in Drama Room 1. 

 
Natalie Kurland 

2i/c Drama 

From devising to performing

It’s been an exciting couple of weeks 
as we have been rehearsing for the 
school musical Matilda. Miss Histed 
kicked off the rehearsals with a huge 
number - Revolting Children - followed 
by our Music department running a 
singing rehearsal for the entire cast 

The students were fabulous and very 
hardworking, we have amazing talent at 
The Compton school and very much 
looking forward to Show week in July. 

A rehearsal schedule has been put 
together and finalised and will be sent 
out to parents and cast as soon as 
possible. 

Please make sure you read all 
messages on Teams and SMHW. 

Natalie Kurland 
2i/c Drama  

Full steam ahead with 
Matilda rehearsals  

On 22nd March, Year 9 students visited the Duchess 
Theatre to see The Play that Goes Wrong. The play 
starts as a classic murder mystery set-up: a body has 
been found at a remote Country Manor and a police 
inspector is sent to unmask the culprit!  

When Cornley Polytechnic Drama Society decides to 
stage a 1920s murder mystery, as the title suggests, 
everything that can go wrong... does! These accident-
prone thespians battle against all odds to make it through 
to their final curtain call, with hilarious consequences.  

The students will certainly learn great techniques 
about improvisation, comedy and what to do if one 
forgets their lines! 

Eszter Jokay 
Drama

Hilarious happenings on Year 9 theatre trip
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Drama Act 1 Scene 2

On 3rd February 2022, I was 
lucky enough to take part in the 
drama iampro workshop with 
Charlie Brooks and Niall 
Phillips. I really enjoyed this 
experience and I thought 
meeting a famous actor was 
something I could only have 
dreamt of.  

During the workshop, we 
tried out loads of different 
acting styles and techniques 
and we got to create little 
pieces and show off our acting 
skills to Charlie and Niall. My 
favourite activity was when we 
made up an advert for random 
objects that we found in the 
drama studio. I enjoyed this 
because we worked with 
people we didn’t know and got 
to watch other great 
performances as well as 
getting feedback from two 
professionals. Furthermore, I 
thought the Q&A with Charlie 
and Niall was inspiring 
because they talked about how 
they got to where they are 
today and gave me ideas about 
how I can become a famous 
actor. Additionally, I learnt that 
once you try something out of 
your comfort zone everything 
else that you thought was out 
of your comfort zone becomes 
a lot easier. For example, when 
Niall was asking for volunteers, 
once you had a go on your 
own, the rest of the workshop 
became more enjoyable 
because you were more 
relaxed and less nervous.  

Finally, during the workshop I 
think I improved as an actor 
because I learnt that your tone 
can really change the meaning 

of your words and instead of 
using physical theatre and 
exaggerated acting to convey 
your mood, if you use the right 
tone, it can be just as powerful.  

Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed 
the workshop and I hope I get 
more opportunities like this in 
the future. 

Aisling Kellam  
Year 10 

Personally, I really enjoyed 
the iampro workshop. Charlie 
Brooks and Niall Phillips were 
very friendly and encouraging; 
this made me feel very 
comfortable and overall 
boosted the enjoyment of the 
workshop. They constantly 
made us feel comfortable to 
push ourselves to be confident 
enough to be put on the spot 
and improvise.  

At one point I was chosen to 
improvise a scene. At first, I 
was very nervous but after 
being reassured I would do 
great, I had an extremely fun 
time.  We also learnt how to 
take a simple exercise of 
saying yes or no and making it 
into a conversation. In addition, 

something that stuck with me 
was to not always take a 
character in a sad or angry 
direction (it is one of the easiest 
ways), also to always stay in 
character even when walking 
off stage or not being the focus 
of the scene.  

To finish the workshop, we 
had a Q&A session. We asked 
questions on how to get into 
the film industry and iampro is 
a very good way to start out. 
Also if someone is not 
comfortable with doing 
something in the industry, it has 
evolved to support the needs of 
the actors and actresses. 

Overall, I really liked the 
workshop and I would love to 
do it again and meeting a real 
actress and director was very 
enlightening. They made it very 
educational and enjoyable. 

Aleesa Bheekhun  
Year 10 

I really enjoyed the iampro 
workshop with Charlie Brooks 
and Niall Phillips. I especially 
liked when we went around in a 
circle and we all had to say the 
same phrase. It was so 
interesting as no two 
actions/vocal expressions were 
the same. I had so much fun in 
the Q&A section where we had 
the opportunity to ask Charlie 
and Niall about the TV & film 
industry. It was great to hear 
about Charlie's EastEnders 
career, playing Janine Butcher. 
It was an experience I'll never 
forget!  

Emily Warburton 
Year 10 

My improvisation skills 
definitely improved and my 
ability to think on my feet was 
challenged. I thought it was 
great that we did so many 
group activities which helped 
me with my team work skills!  

Sophia Mbazira  
Year10 

The iampro workshop was a 
very fun experience to take part 
in. Charlie Brooks and Niall 
Phillips were very welcoming 
and inclusive. My favourite 
activity was the one where we 
had to enter the space and just 
start a scene by only saying 
yes or no. You had to use your 
tone of voice and your body to 
convey what you wanted to 
say. Overall, it was a very 
engaging experience.  

Toby Lyons 
Year 12

IAMPRO workshop for  Year 10 drama leaders and Year 12 students

On February 28th and March 1st, the Year 10 Drama students embarked on their first formal 
GCSE exam - their Devised Performance. Students were put into groups and had to come up with 

an original performance based around the stimulus 
of ‘Diversity’. Performances ranged from the BLM 
protests to the gender pay gap to LGBTQ+ rights. 
We invited parents, friends and teachers to see the 
final performances in the evening, and they were 
beaming with pride at the hard work, creativity and 
attention to detail contained in each of these 
carefully crafted performances. Ms. Mulkerins came 
to watch them and praised them as outstanding and 
highly original - some of the best she has ever seen! 

Well done again to all of the hard working drama 
students for the long hours of rehearsal you put in - 
you did so well! 

Eszter Jokay and Natasha Stanton 

Fabulous Year 10 Performance Evenings
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Drama Act 1 Scene 3

On 7th March, a group of Year 11 GCSE 
Drama students went on a trip to the Old Vic 
Theatre in Waterloo to watch a play called  A 
Number. The play revolves around cloning and 
later unfolds to reveal other events. The play 
received lots of positive reactions from the 
students and the rest of the audience and they 
enjoyed it a lot. Some key moments that stood 
out was the creative set colour palette, the 
quick transitions between the different scenes 
and the intriguing storyline. A big thank you to 
Ms Kurland for organising the trip. 

Rangina  
Year 11 

A Number for Year 11

On 24th January, we were joined by 
members of Freight Theatre Company, 
who ran a fantastic workshop for our Key 
Stage 3 Drama Club members. The 
Company work mainly on devised and 
original theatre and were currently 
creating a performance about 
technology and tracking our digital 
footprint. The person who created this 
idea, mysteriously disappeared from all 
technology and was never found again, 
so they are exploring this idea of hiding 
our digital selves and asking if this can 
this be possible.  

As they base their work on physical 
theatre and improvisation, we worked in 
small groups to create short movement 
pieces that explored these concepts. We 
then showed them back to the whole 
group, creating a seemless yet 
unrehearsed group performance.  

It was an original and educational 
experience for students and teachers! 

Natasha Stanton, 2i/c Drama

Freight Theatre 
Company Workshop

The Year 12 and 13 A Level 
Drama students went to the 
National Theatre on the Southbank 
to see a production of A Small 
Island which is an acclaimed, five-
star production of Andrea Levy's 
prize-winning novel of the same 
name.  

The story follows Hortense who 
yearns for a new life away from 
rural Jamaica, Gilbert who dreams 
of becoming a lawyer and Queenie who longs to escape her Lincolnshire roots. A Small 
Island follows their lives through the Second World War until the arrival of HMT Empire 
Windrush at Tilbury, where hopes for the future soon meet the stubborn reality of post-
war Britain. The play was adapted by Helen Edmundson and directed by Rufus Norris 
and brings to life the tangled history of Jamaica and the UK. 

Zoe Merritt, Deputy Headteacher

A Level take a trip to a Small Island

Barnet Culture Youth Advocates
Joel and Rangina 

(two of our Year 11 
Drama Leaders) were 
part of a team of 
young advocates who 
hosted a celebration 
event at artsdepot to 
showcase the work 
they have been doing 
since the summer to make a difference to arts provision in 
the borough of Barnet. It was an excellent event including 
a Q&A session with a panel of representatives from 

different theatres and 
arts organisations, a 
social media take-
over and an 
exhibition of art work. 

Zoe Merrit 
Deputy Headteacher

This year, our Drama Leader initiative. launched. We are 
so proud of all that the drama leaders have achieved and 
so thankful for all their support and time. A round up of 
some of their activities is summarised as follows:  
Drama Leaders win place at RADA’s Youth Company!  

Huge congratulations to Fiorella Andreani-Tsukame and Lianne 
Borges who have been selected on a Theatre Production Course at the 
prestigious London drama school, RADA. The course will enable 
Fiorella and Lianne to explore practical elements of theatre making 
including production, management and design from concept to stage. 
In the coming weeks, they will be introduced to a range of technical and 
creative roles and in the summer term, will collaborate with the Acting 
Youth Company to create a production in RADA’s Jerwood Vanbrugh 
Theatre. We are very proud of both girls and look forward to updating 
you on their progress!  
Support at Key Stage 3 Drama Clubs  

Big thanks to our drama leaders who have been supporting with our 
Key Stage 3 Drama Clubs. It’s been wonderful to have you as part of 
the team!  

Front of House Teams at Drama Showcase events 
A huge number of drama leaders from Year 9 – Year 13 have been 

running the front of house teams for our GCSE and A Level 
Performance Events. Their help has been invaluable.  

Year 9 Drama Leaders as lighting and sound technicians  
Thanks to six of our Year 9 Drama Leaders for operating the sound 

and lighting for the Year 10 devised performance evenings. You did a 
brilliant job!  

Script extract performances  

In February, Year 11 students completed their final 
performance exam of Key Stage 4. Each student worked 
on staging a monologue, duologue or group scene from a 
published play. The extracts explored themes such as the 
criminal justice system, family ties, knife crime and World 
War One. They did a brilliant job and we were very proud 
to showcase their performance work to friends and family. 
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Twisted Tales
Well done to the students listed 

below, whose entries to the 
Twisted Tales creative writing 
competition have been selected for 
publication. Congratulations to the 
new students who have been 
selected for publication.  

Adam Kanok, Andrei Popovici,  
Jessica Vali-Tsang, Jolie Martin,  

Lissie Marsh, Maya Corrall,  
Morgan Davidson, Natalya 
Hibberd, Reema Vara,  

Saima Sharma,  
Theodoros Theocharis,  

Zakia Karim 
This is a fantastic opportunity to 

express your creative writing skills. 
You will receive bookmarks and 
certificates for this brilliant 
achievement. Please ensure that 
you seek permission for publication 
from your parents or your entry 
cannot be published. You will find 
clear instructions on SMHW and 
this has also been emailed to 
parents. 

Deanna Houghton and Aliye Hassan 
English 

This term has seen the exciting 
climax of our Key Stage 3 Spoken 
Word Power poetry competition. 
The theme for the entries was 
‘Speaking my Truth’, and our 
young poets were encouraged to 
write a poem which expressed 
some truth about themselves 
through poetry. 

A selection of students from Key 
Stage 3 were helped in composing 
and performing their poems by 
professional actors and poets 
from Eastside Schools 
Foundation. All students from Key 
Stage 3 were encouraged to enter 
the competition via Show My 
Homework. 

On 3rd March we held our final 
Poetry Slam workshop, in which a 
professional spoken word poet 

guided the students on how best 
to perform their poems to a live 
audience. A judging panel, made 
up of our own Ms Mulkerins, Ms 
Afghan and Ms Goodfellow, was 
hugely impressed by all the 
entries and eventually selected 
Rimay Harlow, Zakaria Benoauti 
and Joseph Wadell as the first,  
second and third place winners. 

All the entrants were then 
invited to attend the Eastside 
Schools Foundation Poetry Slam 
final at The Criterion Theatre in 
London’s West End, where our 
talented winners had the unique 
opportunity of performing their 
poems again in front of finalists 
from schools across the UK. 

Elaine Goodfellow 
English Teacher

English Literacy and Learning

We were delighted to celebrate a Roald 
Dahl-themed LitWeek from 28th February  
until 5th March, with the LRC given over to all 
kinds of literary events and activities.  

On Tuesday, we ran a fun LitQuiz for Year 
7 where around 40 contestants took on some 
challenging rounds on all manner of book-
related questions. Well done to Team Book 
Builders, Joseph Waddell, Jacob Walker-
Wilkinson, Hattie Adnitt, Sam Field and 
Nicola Nieto, who all claimed a prize from Ms 
Marshall’s cupboard.  

On Thursday, 4th March we celebrated 
World Book Day in the LRC. Willly Wonka, 

assisted by the Joker and an Oompa 
Loompa, gave out chocolate to our numerous 
Accelerated Reader quizzers. Luckily nobody 
was swept away by a chocolate lake or blew 
up and turned purple on their visit to the 
‘chocolate factory’.   

On Friday, some lucky Year 7s received a 
special Golden Ticket which they could 
exchange for a book in our giveaway and all 
students in Years 7 and 8 received the usual 
£1 book token that can be used to buy 
specially published books or redeemed 
against any book in a bookshop. 

Natalia Marshall, LRC Manager

The Power of the Spoken Word
English revision has been a huge success this term. 

Attendance has been excellent and the English 
Department have been impressed with Year 11’s 
positive attitude and approach to these sessions. This 
term we have covered key skills required for the 
Literature and Language mock exams that students 
sat in March. These sessions have provided students 

with the opportunity to revisit what has been taught in 
class and practise their understanding of these skills 
on different unseen texts and questions. All sessions 
were planned and taught to ensure all of Year 11 were 
well prepared for their Mock Exams.  

Next half term our revision sessions will cover 
Literature,  Macbeth and A Christmas Carol plus 
Language Paper 1.   

The English Department would like to thank all 
parents for their support and say a massive well done 
to all Year 11 students for attending these sessions 
and working hard.  

Rebecca Collins 
2i/c English

English revision success

World Book Day in the Learning Resource Centre



Follow us  
on Twitter @TheComptonDT and on Instagram @TheComptonDTdept 

Design and Technology 
It certainly has been a busy term in D&T! 

All our Year 13 and Year 11 students have 
been busy creating their final prototypes 
and dishes, whilst Year 12 and Year 10 get 
to grips with key practical skills to support 
them next year when they complete their 
Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)! Who 
knew that burgers could come in cat form 
and egg cups could be square?  

Year 9 are about to go into their final Key 
Stage 3 rotation and we are looking 

forward to making more products and 
dishes with them and putting Science and 
Maths into action.  

The extra-curricular opportunities have 
never been better; these will continue in 
the summer! From Dungeons and 
Dragons to Cooking Club to the brand new 
Photography Club. We have even been 
installing new homes for local birds!  

During the summer term, keep an eye 
out for past students from the exclusive 

clubs because they will be wearing a shiny 
badge on their blazer!  

We will continue to run our clubs but are 
recruiting for Gardening Club members in 
the new term. If you are interested in any 
of our clubs speak to a member of the D&T 
team.  

Thank you to all students and parents for 
your continued support. 

Josephine Binns 
Head of Design & Technology 
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What does a successful reader look like?

Here are some of our successful readers:- 
Rieyyan Ali, Aidan Rodrigues, Justino Machon Elma, Dennis Marsala, Eden Pulik for consistent reading and quizzing. 

Shoham Solomon for reading over 7 million words. 
Alihan Diyenli for passing every quiz. 

Richard Ter Horst Valentine, Louis Coyle, Ekrem Beyaz, Taksh Pujara for reading whole series of books. 
These are some among many who have impressed us in the LRC. We reward students for any efforts made with their reading. 

Gillian Wolfe, LRC Assistant

They dont always 
look like this...

Successful readers 
love going to other 
worlds 
 
FANTASY BOOKS

Successful readers 
find the right book 
for them

Successful readers 
know which books 
make them laugh 
 
FUNNY BOOKS

Successful readers 
don’t want a book 
to end

Successful 
readers enjoy 
being scared 
 
HORROR BOOKS

Successful 
readers have 
feelings 
 
ROMANCE 
BOOKS

Successful 
readers put in the 
hours

Successful readers 
don’t like to be 
disturbed 
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Every year, students from Moss Hall 
Primary school visit the Compton School 
for some cool science activities. This time, 
however, it was the Compton’s turn to pay 
a visit.  

The theme for this year’s British Science 
Week was ‘growth’ and we wanted 
students at Moss Hall to 'grow' in 
knowledge, so we decided to do a variety 
of interesting demonstrations on the signs 
of a chemical change, i.e. how can we tell 
a chemical reaction has taken place and a 
new substance is produced? To make this 
even more exciting, we carried out the 
experiments on a larger scale. These 
included: the reaction of lead nitrate and 
potassium iodide to form a yellow 
precipitate (solid), the blue bottle, rainbow 

fizz, giant elephant toothpaste and the 
whoosh bottle.    

A huge thank you to our amazing senior 
science technician Mrs Khamar for 
preparing all the equipment and chemicals 
needed to make this assembly one to 

remember and a huge thank you to our 
fantastic Year 12 scientists: Mania, 
Roberto and Rhianna for taking part in the 
assembly and sharing their future careers 
plans with primary school students 

Oria Shuman 
3i/c Science 

We prepared a range of activities for British Science Week for 
all key stages: competitions, Science Club activities revolving 
around the theme of growth and virtual careers talks. During PDT, 
Key Stage 3 students learned about famous scientists as well as 
some interesting science facts and myths. They then spent their 
time designing a poster (independently or in groups) for this year’s 
theme with a chance to enter the competition and win some 
exciting prizes.  

Meanwhile, Year 7 students were busy designing their lab coats 
around the theme of food and food waste during their science 
lessons. All science teachers were keen on judging and selecting 
the top two designs to enter the competition. May the best lab coat 
win! 

Oria Shuman 
3i/c Science

We have had another 
fantastic term with Science 
Club running twice every week. 
Both Key Stage 3 and Key 
Stage 4 students have 
developed a love for science 
and improved many skills such 
as teamwork, communication, 
and critical thinking skills. They 

have been able to make the 
most of Science Club thanks to 
our wonderful Year 12 
scientists who have been 
dedicating their time to helping 
others whenever there is a 
need.      

We kick-started the term with 
a student’s favourite for both 

key stages: a dissection! The 
hands-on approach of 
dissection enabled students to 
see, touch and explore various 
organs and this has, in turn, 
strengthened their 
comprehension of biological 
systems.   

Throughout the term, 
students have learned the 
science of hand creams, bath 
bombs, bouncy balls, lava 
lamps, and even ice cream! 
They have had the opportunity 
to apply their knowledge of 
variables to carry out all sorts 
of scientific investigations such 

as the effect of temperature on 
the heart rate of water fleas 
(Daphnia), the effect of 
changing the type of fruit on the 
amount of electric current 
produced and the effect of 
using different types of water 
on the brightness of LED lights.  

Well done to the many 
students who have been 
attending the club on a weekly 
basis! 

Oria Shuman 
3i/c Science 

Science: observation, investigation and experimentation
Compton scientists reach out to local primary schools

Twice weekly Science clubs prove extremely popular

Science students get busy for British Science Week 2022 
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Students return to school: 

Wednesday, 20th April 2022

This term all sports teams have competed and represented the school really well in a range of different sports which include 
Netball, Football and Rugby.  

We want to congratulate the boys football teams (photo: Year 9 - below, centre; Year 10 - below, right) who have progressed to the 
next stage of their leagues and have shown many improvements since the start of the term. We have given out badges to all year 
groups who have represented the football teams in celebration assemblies so this can be noticed around school. 

Well done to the Year 7 girls netball team (photo below, left) who came second overall in their tournament. The girls drew all of 
their matches until the final where they played a close game but unfortunately lost. The Year 9 netball team won their first match 
this season 18-0 which was an incredible result for them.  

Lastly we want to congratulate the Year 10 girls rugby team who have played amazingly well this term and also the GCSE students 
who have completed their practical assessments this term. Everyone has been working extremely hard and it shows through the 
results of these fixtures. 

Jasmine Adem 
PE 

Fantastic rugby effort at The London Schools Games
The Year 9 and 10 girls' rugby team travelled to Barnes in 

southwest London on Thursday, 10th March to represent The 
Compton School and Barnet in the U15 Girls' Rugby 
competition. The team played four pool games against Croydon, 
Richmond, Newham and Kingston; they lost two, drew one and 
won one. These results placed them 3rd in the pool and meant 
that they played Bromley for 5th/6th place in London. 
Unfortunately, we lost that game but were happy to have 
competed and pleased with finishing 6th in London. 

Well done to: Sophia, Beth, Eva, Pimpa, Baran, Ria, Christina, 
Jolie (all Year 10) and Valentina (Year 9). 

Nicki Milne 
2i/c PE 

Impressive Cross Country finishing 
at County Championships

Congratulations to Laddie (Year 7) and Eddie (Year 10) who 
represented Barnet and The Compton School at the County 
championships, held on 27th January 2022 at Harrow School. 

Laddie finished a very impressive 5th out of 60 competitors - 
huge congratulations to him!  

Eddie finished 38th out of 63 competitors and has another year 
in this age group next year - well done Eddie! 

Nicki Milne 
2i/c PE

SPORTS News at The Compton School


