
The Virtual Cabinet of Curiosities 

One of the newest features in the real LRC is the attractive Cabinet of Curiosities. We’d like 

to invite you to stop by our virtual Cabinet. Imagine the lights twinkling within as you peer in to see the 

treasures laid out for you.  

On the top shelf we have a selection of Lockdown Literature. All of these well-known books feature 

characters either in isolation or who have been locked away.  

The Martian by Andy Weir                                                                                               

Book level: 5.4 AR Points: 16  After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to 

evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded and completely alone on 

Mars with no way to signal Earth. 

 Lord of the Flies by William Golding                                                                             

Book level: 5.0 AR Points: 9  A plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of 

schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. The 

boys can do anything they want. 

 And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie                                                            

Book level: 5.7 AR Points: 8  A curious assortment of ten strangers are summoned as  

guests to a little private island off the coast of Devon. All’s well until they start to be murdered 

one by one. All that the guests have in common is a wicked past they're unwilling to reveal. 

 Room by Emma Donoghue                                                                                             

Book level: 4.1 AR Points: 13  It's Jack's 5th birthday. Jack lives with his Ma in Room, with 

a locked door and a skylight, and measures 11 ft by 11 ft. He loves the TV but knows that 

nothing he sees on screen is truly real. Until the day Ma admits that there's a world outside. 

The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman                                                       

Book level: 9.3 AR Points: 21 This is a chilling tale of a woman driven to the brink of 

insanity in her bedroom, caused by the isolating ‘rest cure’ prescribed after her child is born.  

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte                                                                                        

Book level: 7.9 AR Points: 33 Jane, a plain and penniless orphan in nineteenth-century 

England, accepts employment as a governess at Thornfield Hall and soon finds herself in 

love with her melancholy employer, Mr. Edward Rochester, a man with a terrible secret 

locked away in the attic.                                                                                                                                           

Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe                                                                                  

Book level: 12.3 AR Points: 27 The highly-influential, classic isolation novel. A young sailor 

is shipwrecked and must survive on an uninhabited tropical island. But is he alone? (See also 

Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo and watch Tom Hanks in Castaway).   

The Bunker Diary by Kevin Brooks                                                                                 

Book level: 4.0 AR Points: 8  The terrifying story of a boy who wakes up in a an empty 

room. No windows, no door. If he’s right, a lift will come down but it won’t be empty. 



 

     On the next shelf down you can read strange and curious trivia from the world of literature. Here 

you will revel in the random pleasures to be found in reading. 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Two of Shakespeare’s plays (Hamlet and Much Ado About Nothing) have been 

translated into… Klingon! 

In 1890 a Mr. Eugene Schieffelin decided to import into America EVERY bird 

mentioned in Shakespeare’s plays. He introduced the starling to New York’s Central 

Park which has now become invasive. 

 

William Makepeace Thackeray, Victorian author of Vanity Fair, had such neat 

handwriting he managed to inscribe The Lord’s Prayer inside an area the 

size of an old threepence coin. Try it! 

 

Edgar Allen Poe, American gothic writer is very famous for his creepy tales. But his 

story, The Murders in the Rue Morgue is considered to be the first ever detective 

fiction story, published in 1841. 

Mystery surrounds Edgar Allen Poe’s death. At age 40, he was found slumped in the 

street over 100km away from home by a passer-by. He had on someone else’s clothes, 

which were ill-fitting. It has been suggested that he was a victim of ‘cooping’ where 

corrupt politicians paid thugs to kidnap, drug and disguise the homeless then force 

them to vote for them in multiple polling booths. 

 

Cabinets of Curiosities appeared around the 16th century and were also known as 

'wonder rooms'. These housed small collections of extraordinary objects which, like 

today's museums, attempted to categorise and tell stories about the wonders 

and oddities of the natural world. 

For more information: https://www.sothebysinstitute.com/news-and-events/news/cabinets-of-curiosities-and-

the-origin-of-collecting 
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