
Hello year 12, 

Welcome to Sociology!  

One of the units you will complete in your first year is a unit all about the education system. You’ve probably never thought about the ‘type’ of school that you go to. But 

there are many different types. Sociologists are particularly interested in these different types of schools, because some schools give advantages to certain students.  

So, let’s imagine you want a really high status job. For example, a brain surgeon, Prime Minister etc. The ‘type’ of school you go to will probably give you help. It might be 

because you’ll get better results if you go there; it might be because you’ll meet people that will help your career if you go there; or it might be that you try out different 

hobbies that give you social status and respect from the types of people you’ll meet.  

PART A complete the research grid below, and answer the questions:  

1. Go on to the websites for the following schools, look around the websites, and find out the information about them. Fill the information into the table.  

2. Which school gives you the best chance at getting a top job when you leave? Explain why this is.  

3. Could you go there? Or is something stopping you going there? Explain what these things are. (Extension: would you WANT to go there?)  

4. Which of these schools would you WANT to go to? Explain why.  

5. Looking at this information, do you think all students in the UK start off equally when they start education?  

6. If your answer is no, what creates educational inequality? Think class, ethnicity and gender. 

7. Look at your answer to question 6. What is the most important factor that contributes to educational inequality? 

EXTENSION: Look at key leaders in the news today – EG Boris Johnson. Which school did they go to? Look at their school’s website.  

 
School 
name  

 
Who is allowed to go 
there?  
Any entrance 
requirements 
(GRADES)?  
Any gender?  
Any school fees to 
pay?  
What is the uniform 
like? 
Any religious 
requirement? 

 
What extra-
curricular 
activities are on 
offer? Clubs, 
sports, hobbies 
etc.  
 

 
What grades do 
students get – 
what were their 
grades in 2019?  
Where do 
school leavers 
go on to? 

 
What does it seem 
like the priorities 
of the school are? 
What does the 
school seem to 
care most about on 
its website?   
 
Equality? Kindness? 
Grades? Status?  
 
 

 
Do pupils 
receive financial 
support 
towards their 
fees? E.g. 
financial aid, 
grant or 
scholarship. 
 
If the school is 
free to go to, 
how does it help 
poor students? 

 
What is the overall 
quality rating by 
Ofsted? When was 
the inspection 
carried out?  
 
Private schools like 
Eton don’t get 
assessed by OFSTED 
– Look for their 
independent review.  

 
 
Was there any information 
that you didn’t find for this 
school on its website? Why 
do you think that is? Has it 
been deliberately made 
difficult to find? Has it been 
hidden from you? Has any 
website been made 
inaccessible for you on 
purpose? Why? 
 

 
Eton school  

 
 
 

      



 

 

 

 

www.etoncoll
ege.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Skegness 
Academy 
www.skegnes
sacademy.org  
 
 

    
 

   

 
Sutton 
Grammar 
school  
https://www.
suttongramm
ar.sutton.sch.
uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 
Thames 
Christian 
school 
 
https://www.
thameschristi
anschool.org.
uk/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 
Carshalton 
High School 
for Girls 
 
https://www.
chsg.org.uk/ 
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PART B: Look at the two report for fictional students at fictional schools: Read them. Answer the questions below. 

Lord Ellis Academy 

‘We’ll crush your children until they do as we say’ 

Stumperlowe Rd, Hackney, London E1 

Tuesday, 05 March 2013 

Miss D Cunningham 
Flat 6 

Rundown Estate 
Hackney, E1 

Dear Miss Cunningham, 

I am writing to inform you of your son’s recent poor behaviour and lack of commitment to his studies.  Enclosed is a list of his current predicted GCSE grades.   

Teachers have commented on Jordan’s poor behaviour in class (in particular History, French and English Literature) and his inability to work with others.  Additionally, he 

has been recommended to attend Monday afternoon catch up sessions to improve his literacy.  Teachers comment on Jordan’s reluctance to follow instructions and work 

with others.  Additionally, his uniform is of an unacceptable standard.  

As we have our Ofsted monitoring visit coming up next week, it is advised that Jordan ‘works from home’ and conducts ‘independent study’ during this period.  

Yours sincerely 

Michael Lafferty 
Headteacher 

Jordan Cunningham 11B             Ethnicity:  White British 

Extra curricular activities:   N/A      Meal status:  Free school meals        Attendance:  70.3% 

Behaviour points:  198     Achievement points:  4        School exclusions this year:  9 days 

Maths (set 6) E French (set 6) U 

English (set 6) F Design Technology D 

Science (set 6) E History (set 6) F 

Drama C 



 

 

 

High Lane, Highgate, N6 

Dr and Mrs Jameson 
The Lodge 

Fancy Lane 
Hampstead Garden Suburb 

London 
NW3 

 
Dear Dr and Mrs Jameson 
 
Please find enclosed Tarquin’s most recent school report.  We are pleased to report that he has maintained the high standards he has set since joining us in Y7.  A 
conscientious and well-mannered student, Tarquin has maintained excellent attendance and conduct and teachers comment on his cooperative and hardworking nature 
and ability to grasp very difficult concepts.  His role as head prefect demonstrates his commitment to the school and our rules.  His behaviour is impeccable and he 
impressed us all with his grade 7 Violin achievements, ably demonstrated at the schools Winter Classical Concert.  We are convinced that he is destined for great things. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Dr Warren De-Winter (BA, MA, MPhil Oxon) 
Headmaster 
 

Tarquin Jameson 11E – Accelerated Stream             Ethnicity:  White British 

Extra curricular activities: Football, Violin, Chess  Meal status:  N/A     Attendance:  98.8% 

Behaviour points:  0     Achievement points:  201        School exclusions this year:  0 days 

Maths (set 1) A* French (set 1) A 

English Language (set 1) A Classics (set 1) A 

English Literature A* History (set 1) A* 

Biology(set 1) A* Computer Science A* 

Chemistry (set 1) A Religious Studies (set 1) A* 

Physics (set 1) A* 

Academic Excellence: By any means necessary 



 

1. Find as many differences as possible between the two SCHOOLS e.g. strapline, language, address etc. Make a 

table to do this. 

 

 

Lord Ellis academy  Overachiever academy 

We’ll crush your children… Academic Excellence: By… 

The language used is… The language used is… 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

2. Now compare the students’ reports including extra curriculum activities, ethnicity, attendance and 

punctuality, achievement points etc. Make a table to do this. 

 

Jordan  Tarquin 

Behaviour is… Behaviour is… 

Grades are…  Grades are…  

Lives in…  Lives in… 

  

  

  

  

 

  

3. Which school is most likely to be a private school? (A school where you pay money for the teaching, like Eton 

school from the previous example) Justify your answer and explain why this may be the case. 

I think that … is most likely to be a private school because... 

4. Who is more likely to be disadvantaged at home? (think about the lack of space, computer, resources, 

parental support and so on). 

I think that … is most likely to be disadvantaged at home because… 

5. Why do you think Jordan and Tarquin’s performance vary? What could be contributing to Tarquins’ 

overachievement and Jordans’ underachievement? 

I think Tarquin is better at school because…. 

I think Jordan is worse at school because… 



6. Now, create a list of factors that contributes to educational inequality. You can use the two school reports to 

help you if you want, otherwise use your heads! 

Factors that contribute to educational achievement Factors that contribute to educational 
underachievement. 

Tutors paid for by parents. The better the tutor, the 
more expensive they are. Maybe, a tutor for every 
subject – hundreds of pounds a week.  

No tutor – parents cannot afford £30 a week.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Well done for completing your tasks! Hopefully, you found them 

interesting. Hopefully, they made you think about society and the different 

chances different people in society get. If so… Sociology is the perfect 

subject for you! 

Please e-mail your work to: 

alevelsociology@thecompton.org.uk 


