
A Level Religion, Philosophy and Ethics Year 11 

Bridging work 

Ethics and Religion: Life Lottery dilemma (Short Essay). 

‘You have just moved to a new country. You like your new house and the weather is great. Everything 

is going well although this country has a Life Lottery. Every month, one person is picked at random 

and they are killed for their organs. Their organs are all used and can help 20 different people who 

need transplants’.  

I would like you to make a case for and against the life lottery. RPE at A level will require you to make 

judgements about issues. You need to create a for/against the life lottery by referring to key thinkers to 

justify your arguments. With regards to the Life Lottery, what would the key thinkers believe and why? 

Answer this question: ‘The Life Lottery is beneficial for society’. Evaluate this claim. 
This will require you to write at least three paragraphs (approximately ¾ to 1 full typed A4 page – but if you 

like you can write more).  

The key thinkers you should refer to are: 

- Jeremy Bentham (Utilitarianism) 

- Immanent Kant (Categorial imperative) 

- St. Thomas Aquinas (Natural Moral law) 

Your essay must include all three philosophers’ thoughts on the questions, so you should spend some time 

researching them on YouTube. 

Divide your essay into two parts. The first part, Part A, must be purely about the philosophers’ ideas 

themselves. You must explain the philosophers’ ideas in your own words.  In the second part, Part B, you 

need to analyse and evaluate strengths and weaknesses of the arguments/philosophers you have 

discussed in part a and then reach a justified conclusion.  

How to structure your work:  

Part i)  

Explain the idea/theory you are talking about with reference to specific scholars/philosophers. Try  

to include any new concepts you have learned from task 1.  

 

Part ii)   

Write a brief introduction to your evaluation explaining whether the argument is a successful one  

or not.   

 

Now present a range of arguments for both and against that demonstrate you have considered  

both sides of the argument to come to a logical conclusion. These should not just be your opinion,  

they should be your evaluation of the support and criticisms that philosophers have put forward  

about the arguments.  

 

Write a conclusion that logically follows from the discussion in your essay. Underline any quotes, 

key words or concepts that you learn . Write a list of any questions you were unable to answer 

through your own research 


