
  

 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
‘Excellence for All’ 

 
The Compton School, Summers Lane, Finchley, N12 0QG      www.thecompton.org.uk 
Follow us on Twitter @thecompton                          Instagram: comptonsixthform 

INCLUDES: 

 

SPOTLIGHT 

ON 

 

THOUGHT OF 

THE WEEK 

 

MOCK EXAM 

TIMETABLES 

 

MESSAGES 

FOR PARENTS 

 

DEPARTMENT 

NEWS 

 

SPORTS AND 

CLUBS 

 

WORD OF 

THE WEEK 

 

CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 

22nd October 2021                                                                                                                    ISSUE NO. 6 

Dear Parents  

A highlight of this week for 
me was listening to our 
wonderful Year 10 Music 
class hosting a Lunchtime 
Concert on Tuesday. It certainly 
brightened up a grey and rainy day.  

We look forward to virtually meeting year 
11 parents, on Wednesday 3rd November, 
to discuss how we can work together to 
secure the best possible outcomes. 

I have been hugely impressed with the 
number of Year 11 students who are 
attending additional lessons and 
intervention sessions before and after 
school, for a range of subjects. These 
sessions will prove to be invaluable in 
preparing students for their mock 
examinations. All students should be using 
their half term wisely, allocating sufficient 
time for revision.  

Year 13 Mocks begin on Monday, 1st 
November 

Year 11 Mock exams begin on Tuesday, 
16th November  

COVID Lateral Tests  

All students were issued with COVID test 
kits this week. Please encourage your child 

to complete their twice weekly testing. I 
want to ensure that we keep our school as 
COVID free as possible and the lateral flow 
testing is a key measure in protecting our 
school community so that education can 
continue uninterrupted.  

UCH will be providing COVID-19 catch up 
clinics during the October half term. 
Children aged 12-15 who missed out at 
school will be eligible for these clinics. 
Please use the link below to book an 
appointment:  

https://schoolsvaxx.eventbrite.co.uk 

You will also be able to book via the NHS 
website for any of their local COVID-hub 
centres from the Saturday 23rd of 
October.   

The Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi 
and Health Secretary Sajid Javid have 
written a joint letter to parents of 
secondary school and college students to 
thank them for all their efforts in keeping 
education safe for all during the pandemic 
and discuss the importance of vaccinations 
and regular testing. I have included their 
letter as part of this newsletter.  

Thank you for all of your support this half 
term.  

https://schoolsvaxx.eventbrite.co.uk/


  

 

 Your upcoming mock exams will be taking place 

after half term. You will be provided with a taster 

of what sitting your real GCSE’s / A Levels may feel 

like in summer 2022. Half term is an excellent 

opportunity to ensure you are fully prepared for 

your exams. 

Make use of revision time during half term: 

 Follow a revision time table during the day. 

Ensure that you build in times for a break. 

 Set up a nice, tidy study space! You'll need 

somewhere with good lighting, your pens 

close by, your phone out of sight and your TV 

unplugged. Try not to work on your bed, or 

you'll be soon procrastinating and losing 

focus. 

 Don't spend a long time making your notes 

look pretty as this is just wasting time. For 

diagrams, include all the details you need to 

learn, but don't try to produce a work of art. 

 Try a variety of different revision techniques 

— answering practice questions, writing 

down notes from memory, and using 

Revision Guides, Flash Cards, Exam Practice 

Workbooks, websites, online quizzes etc. 

 Ensure you know definitions of command 

words within your subjects and practice 

decoding what a question is asking you to 

do. 

 Make sure you get a good night sleep – stick 

to a regular sleep pattern. 

 Eat a healthy diet, do lots of home exercise 

and look after your mental health. 

 Be proactive and communicate with your 

teachers – message them on SMHW if you 

are struggling with a topic. 

The benefits of doing mock exams: 

 Allows you to practise exam technique. 

 Motivates you to do revision early. 

 Tests effective revision strategies. 

 You can get used to exam pressure. 

 It is an opportunity to ask for help. 

 Helps you to identify topics you need to 

revise. 

 Increases your confidence for the “real 

thing”. 

Remember you are not alone. All year 11 and 13 

students across the country will be sitting their 

mock exams around this time of year. Go into this 

period of exam practice and preparation with a 

positive attitude, focusing on how you can 

continue to make exceptional progress this year. 

John Flanagan, Assistant Headteacher 



  

 

The Year 13 Mock Exams will run from Monday 1st November until Wednesday 10th November. All Year 
13 students will be off timetable on study leave for these exams and they will be returning to school 
on Wednesday 10th November. 
 
If students have a morning exam, they should come to school for their usual time of 8.35am. Here they 
will be greeted by a member of staff before putting their belongings and any notes in their lockers and 
making their way to the Sixth Form Block. The same applies to afternoon exams, except that students 
should make their way to school for 1.10pm. 
 
Please note that wrist watches are now no longer permitted in exam rooms and these should either be 
left at home or placed in lockers before sitting exams. 
 
Once an exam has finished, students should collect their belongings and make their way home as quickly 
as possible. 
 
Students should ensure that they continue to revise effectively over the half-term break in preparation 
for these important exams and everyone at The Compton School and Sixth Form wishes them the best of 
luck. 



  

 

Time  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before School  Geography  Geography 

History 

Business Studies 

 

After School English (Core)  Maths (Core) 

Food & Nutrition 

History 

MFL 

Science 

PE 



  

 

This year, the theme of World Mental Health Day has been to open the discussion, breaking down stigmas and 

recognising that we all have mental health that needs to be looked after, just like our physical health. With that 

in mind, this week we have been celebrating World Mental Health day by asking ourselves, “What do you do 

when you have a bad day?”  

Students were keen to share their expertise and experience of what works for them. With over 150 responses 

on SMH, we think it is fair to say that there is a lot of knowledge about what to do when we recognise we’re 

having a bad day to help us. Thank you to each and every contributor. Below are some of the tips we received. 

Look out for more of those in the future and further ways to contribute to our school community’s mental 

health conversation.  

“On a bad day, I choose to light a candle, do some yoga, read a book, and if I’m really up for it, cook a 

meal for the family!”         Hemisha, Year 13 

“On a “bad” day, I choose to reach out to a friend, try to get out for a walk/run in a park, talk to my 

parents, or read a book/watch one of my favourite tv shows.” 

Fardous, Year 12 

“Whenever I am having a bad day and I am angry, I usually write it down on a scrap piece of paper 

and then scrunch it up and throw it in the bin. It usually helps calm me down” 

Phillip, Year 7  

The Compton Wellbeing Team  

Stigma = unfair attitudes to-
wards people with mental 

health problems 

Discrimination = unfair be-
haviour towards people with 

mental health problems. 

 

Your child uses a software program called Renaissance Place at school. 

This program has a special feature called Renaissance Home Connect, 

which you and your child can access outside of school from any 

computer with an internet connection. 

Renaissance Home Connect is fun and easy to use. It allows the 

teacher, you and your child to share information about your child’s 

progress in Accelerated Reader.  

Students in Key Stage 3 have recently been set a homework task on Show My Homework explaining how to 

register parents with Home Connect. If you have not already done so, please work with your child to register,  to 

ensure that you are receiving up to date information about your child's reading. 

Ms Oakley (English Teacher) 



  

 

 

Attached to today’s newsletter is information 

from Barnet Local Authority about Papyrus, an 

organisation which supports young people with 

mental health issues.  

Sometimes it is difficult to broach some topics 

with your child. There is a helpline contained 

within the leaflet. You can of course contact the 

school for additional support.  

Set up during the pandemic, Talk the Walk is an initiative designed to combat loneliness and isolation in London. 

Created by a local couple, the event involves a large group of adults, with ages ranging from 20-60 years old, 

going on community walks together. As well as walking, they all chat and play games together. So far there have 

been two events, one on Hampstead Heath and the other along Regent’s Canal, with almost 300 people getting 

involved with the last one.  

If you would like to learn more, you can read about the event in My London, using the link below:  

London couple who set up scheme to combat loneliness - and hundreds of people showed up - MyLondon  

Their next event is a Halloween dress up, and is  taking place on Saturday 30th October.  

Please note, this is an adult only event. 

https://www.mylondon.news/news/north-london-news/london-couple-who-set-up-21838036


  

 

  

 

  

 

 

Year 13 Geography - Trip to Slapton Sands, Devon 
 
Last weekend, our Year 13 Geographers took the long drive down to Slapton Sands in Devon. Students were 
conducting a wide variety of independent geographical investigations in and around the area over their four day 
trip as part of the coursework element of their A Level. During the trip, the students investigated the impact of 
storm events on coastal defences and looked at the changing character of Totnes, the first transition town in the 
world. The below photograph was taken at Start Bay Point, just before the students hiked the coastal path to 
Torcross. 

Lunchtime Concert Tuesday 19th October  

Many thanks to the Y10 Music Class for hosting 

our 1st informal Lunchtime Concert of the 

academic year.  You were all brilliant! 

If you missed it, here is a video snapshot of the 

concert: Y10 GCSE Music Class LUNCHTIME 

CONCERT - YouTube  

Vocal Group & Instrumental Ensemble 

A reminder to everyone that you are still welcome 

to join.  Sessions after Half Term will be gearing up 

towards our Christmas Concert 

  

 

 

 

Interested in widening your musical 

palette?  

Check out the composer Debbie Wiseman | 

Composer | Music, facts and compositions 

(classicfm.com)  

 

Vocal Group Wednesday      Hall 

Instrumental 

Ensemble 

Thursday 3-

4pm 

Music 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kp9wZDykQlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kp9wZDykQlI
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/debbie-wiseman/
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/debbie-wiseman/
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/debbie-wiseman/


  

 

 

 

 Mathletics 

Are your children spooked by sums, nervous about numbers, or freaked by fractions? Perhaps they're 
anxious about algebra, disturbed by decimals or perturbed by percentages?  
  
Maths can be a daunting subject for many.  
  
Mathletics takes the fear out of learning maths, replacing it with fun. With a host of exciting interactive 
activities, games, motivators and rewards, it's frightening how much fun maths can be! 
 

Mathletics Free Trial For Home | 48 Hour Free Trial (You're welcome) 

https://www.mathletics.com/uk/for-home/free-trial/


  

 

 

 

Year 7 

Year 7 have been drawing tin cans in          

order to practice drawing ellipses 

accurately using  exploratory markmaking. For 

homework they have designed labels 

to dress the can – taking inspiration from Pop 

Art (see below).   

Year 8 have been trans-

forming the city skyline 

into characterful buildings 

in Mike Perry style.  

Year 8 

Artists of the Week 

KS3  

Briana 

Avanu   

 

A beautiful 

tonal 

observational 

study of 

'Story Inside' 

by the 

photojournali

st Zuhair Al-

Traifi! 

KS5 

Elisabeta 

Mecja  

 

A lovely 

portrait 

painting 

from 

Elisabeta's 

ongoing Year 

13 project. 

Keep up the 

good work!  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-MbWFmWfCk-8iTMAaF8NZE7FIfJ2mm1Dkr9JjVES5utUMlA3MzQzTFRZS1JTUEZWQkRBWlhXVTRORS4u


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black History Month Competition 

To commemorate Black History Month, the Art Department have tasked 

their students with creating a piece of artwork that celebrates an icon of 

Black culture and/or history. If any other students want to get involved or if 

any students have any questions about the competition, please come and 

see the Art Department! 

Year 8 Reader Leaders 

We were delighted to appoint our new Year 8 

Reader Leaders this week. Cameron, Jameela, 

Michelle and Shiv (below)  were selected due to 

excellent behaviour in the LRC and a keen interest in 

literature. They will be helping out in the LRC this 

term, preparing new books for loan, organising the 

shelves and visiting classrooms to chase up any 

overdue books.  

Reading star 

We have our very first 'word millionaire'                     

as calculated by our Accelerated 

Reader literacy programme. Well done to Lammy in 

Year 9 who has been working her way through Rick 

Riordan's popular fantasy series. She will receive a 

certificate and a prize. 

Book Donations 

This week was a bumper week for book donations. 

We received the annual collection of brand new 

books from BookTrust, plus an amazing donation 

of over 100 books from a member of the local 

community. Thank you to these generous donors. 

This term has seen the introduction of a new club for Cantonese speakers. The 

group is meeting during PDT on Wednesdays in the LRC and it is open to anyone 

who speaks Cantonese or has a connection with the language. This is providing an 

opportunity for students across all year groups to get together and work on a range 

of projects.  The students are currently working on a dual language podcast in both 

Cantonese and English for the school website which focuses on what it feels like to 

join The Compton.  It will have some top tips on settling in and how to get support 

both academically and pastorally. Please check the school website next half term 

and do have a listen. 



  

 

https://www.elenanonwochei-garcia.com/copy-of-septimius-severus-painting-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKm2UEkmeYk&t=24s


  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3 Drama Clubs 

All Key Stage 3 students are welcome to attend. The clubs run on the following days:  

Monday, 2.50pm—4pm  Year 8  

Thursday, 2:45pm—4pm Year 7 

Friday, 2:50pm—4pm Year 9 

Year 11 Drama Revision Sessions  

The Drama Department are running revision sessions for Year 11 students on the following 

dates:  

 Thursday 21st/Friday 22nd October 3pm – 4pm – The Crucible – Act 3  

 Thursday 4th/Friday 5th November 3pm – 4pm – Live Theatre – Cookies and a 

vocabulary recap  

As well as attending these sessions, here are some top tips for revision:  

 Read Act 3 of The Crucible – annotate with performance and design ideas.  

 Make a design ideas page for each of the four acts of the play – carefully consider the 

setting of each act.  

 Make a flashcard for each character – note key characteristics and the vocal and 

physical skills you would use to show these.  

 Write a quiz on plot, characters and key terminology. Then test yourself to see how 

much you remember.  

 Re watch Cookies – focus on the key moments  

Half Term Drama Activities  

 Watch a play performed at the National Theatre on your sofa!  

  https://www.ntathome.com/ 

 Do a workshop at The Globe Theatre on the Southbank.  

 https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/seasons/telling-tales-2021/ 

 Consider joining a local youth theatre:  

 http://www.barebonesdrama.co.uk/ 

 https://www.chickenshed.org.uk/takepart 

 http://www.bodens.co.uk 

 https://www.jigsaw-arts.co.uk/performing-arts-school/finchley/ 

 

https://www.ntathome.com/
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/seasons/telling-tales-2021/
http://www.barebonesdrama.co.uk/
https://www.chickenshed.org.uk/takepart
http://www.bodens.co.uk
https://www.jigsaw-arts.co.uk/performing-arts-school/finchley/


  

 

Year 7 Water Particle Stories  

 

Year 7 have been using their creative writing 

skills to describe the scientific processes of the 

changes of state from the perspective of a 

water particle.  Students gained credit for 

describing how particles vibrate and move 

more as they are heated. We were pleased to 

see a range of pictures and plotlines in the 

stories submitted! 

Mini-Wormeries 

Last Thursday, our enthusiastic KS3 pupils were very busy making mini-wormeries! They had a lot of fun 

hunting for some Compton worms in the field and were very careful with the way they handled them. The 

students learned where worms like to live and their importance for healthy soil and plants.   

A big thank you to our Year 12 scientists: Badra, Ainaz and Zareena, for helping with the Club. 

Guess the number under 

the microscope! 

It was an exciting week for Year 7 students 

using microscopes for the first time in 

Science. Students first learnt the parts of a 

microscope and how to work out total 

magnification. Then they practised using the 

microscope and adjusting the coarse focus. 

Students wrote a number on paper without 

showing their lab partner, and then their 

partner found the number under the 

microscope and was able to work it out. This practice allowed students to focus on the microscope, this time 

using a strand of hair and leaves! Year 7 students were enthused and astonished by the details 

produced. Year 7 students are looking forward to making their own microscope slide and observing under a 

microscope after half term! 



  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Taekwondo Success!  

Last weekend Naveh, 8O 

(right), participated at    

the ITF Taekwondo 

Championships 2021 in 

Kettering. This is the first 

competition in  two and a 

half years (due to the 

pandemic).  

Evidently, all of Naveh’s 

hard work paid off, as he 

won a silver in the 

Sparring event and a 

bronze in the Patterns 

category. Well done 

Naveh!  

 

 

 

 

Football  

Well done to the boys year 11 football team (below) 

who won 5-0 in their match against Wren. The goal 

scorers were Bilal, Ty, Tamba and Eurico. 

 

Another huge win for the year 10 boys football team 

(right) who played St James school and won 6-0 with 

the goal scorers being Danial, Francis, Mirco, Adrian 

and Ross.  

Interform Finals 

The PE department held this year’s first interform 

finals for year 7 and 8 (above). The boys competed 

within their forms and played against each other 

in football where 7N  came out on top. The girls 

played netball and both 7P and 8M were the 

winning forms. 



  

 

 

Cross Country Competition 
 

Congratulations to all 29 Compton students who competed in the second Borough Cross Country meet on 
Tuesday 19th October at Oak Hill Park. Year 7's ran 1.5km, Year 8 & 9 - 2.25km, Year 10/11 Girls 3km and Year 
10/11 Boys 3.5km. 
 
We had two double Borough Champions - Posie Shaw won the Year 8/9 girls race and Arthur Phillips won the 
Year 8/9 Boys race for the second week in a row. Well done to both. Laddie Shaw came 2nd in the Year 7 Boys 
race while both Marina Krcmar-Torres and Eddie Powell both came 6th in their respective Year 10/11 
races. Camille Nicaolou (Year 7) and Caitlin Escudero (Year 10) both came 8th in their races. All of the above 
students have qualified to represent Barnet at the London Youth Games in November at Parliament Hill. Good 
luck to all! 

Team Results 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 7   

1 St Michaels  37  

2 Archer  48 

3  Compton 56 

Year 7   

1 East Barnet  38  

2 Compton 41 

3  Wren 50 

Year 8/9   

1 Finchley 25 

2 Ashmole  27 

3  East Barnet 75 

4  Compton  77 

Year 8/9   

1 Ashmole  27 

2 St Michaels   40 

3  Archer   58 

4 East Barnet   59 

5 Compton  80 

Year 

10/ 11 

  

1 St Michaels  29 

2 Compton  36 

Year 10/   

1 Compton  44  

2 East Barnet  48 

3  Finchley 49 

Year 7  

2 Laddie Shaw  

10 Louis Coyle  

11 Magnus 

18 Roberio 

Year 7  

8 Camille Nicalou   

12 Roxy Gogarty   

15 Bella Campbell   

Year 8/9  

1 Posie Shaw  

24 Marwqa Wakily  

25 Jameela 

 Lillie Day 

Year 8/9  

1 Arthur 

21 Seth Rennie 

22 Raphael 

Strang  

33 Ali Haghi  

Year 10/11 

Girls 

 

6 Marina Krcmar-

Torres 

8 Caitlin Escudero 

10 Scarlett Peters 

12 Erin Andrews 

15 Selin Camlar 

 Eva Chalisey 

Year 10/11 

Boys  

 

6 Eddie Powell  

9 Jay Patrick  

14 Gianluca 

Prievom  

15 James 

Andrews  

16 Oliver 

Bamford  

17 Harry Ng  

18 Bradyn Mon  

20 Luke Collins  

Individual Results 



  

 

PE Extra-Curricular timetable (until 17th December) 

   MON TUES WED THUR FRI 

YR 7 

  

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

Mixed Indoor Games 

Gym 

  

Games include 

dodgeball, Danish long 

ball, bench ball, indoor 

Frisbee, volleyball, 

badminton and many 

others 

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Signup sheet outside of 

the PE department- 20 

spaces. New signup 

sheet each week. 

YR 8 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

Mixed Indoor Games 

Gym 

  

Games include 

dodgeball, Danish long 

ball, bench ball, indoor 

Frisbee, volleyball, 

badminton and many 

others 

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Signup sheet outside of 

the PE department- 25 

spaces. New signup 

sheet each week. 

YR 9 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

  Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

  Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Signup sheet outside of 

the PE department- 25 

spaces. New signup 

Y10 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

 Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

Girls Fitness club 

Fitness suite 

  

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Girls Volleyball 

Sports hall 

Y11 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

   Girls Netball club 

Playground 

Girls Fitness club 

Fitness suite  

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Boys Volleyball 

Gym 

  

Extra-Curricular timetable – Autumn Term 2021 
  

   MON TUES WED THUR FRI 

  

  

KS3 

  
  

Year 8 
Drama Club - 
Ms Stanton 

DR1 
  

Maths Drop 
in Clinic – 

Mr Heron & 
Mr Steele 

MG1 
  

  

  

  

Art Club 
Years 7, 8, 

9 

Ms Spark 
Art1 

  

 

Computing – Ms 
Yarwood SG1 

  

Cooking Club – Ms 
Binns G7 

  
Table Top Gaming – 

Mr Pearce G4 

  
Product Design Club 

– Mr Hall G6 

 

Music – Vocal Group 
– Ms Barlow Hall 

Geography – Global Citizen Club Miss 
Kibblewhite - HT4 

  

Year 7 Drama Club - 
Ms Kurland DR2 

  
History and RE Club – Mrs Khanom 

ST6 
  

Instrumental Ensemble 
Ms Barlow – Music 1 

  
Science Club – 

Miss Suhman M9 

Year 9 - 
Drama Club 
Ms Jokay 

DR3 



  

 



  

 

KEYDATES                        
 
                           Oct   

25-29  Half-Term 

Nov   

2  Spoken Word Power Workshops 

3  Year 11 Parents Evening  

11  Sixth Form Open Evening 

17  Year 9 Geography Trip 

17  Spoken Word Power Workshops 

19  Year 9 Geography Trip 

English Star of the Week  

Noemi in 11T for such a thorough effort in 

her homework and creation of revision 

resources (and one of the most 

beautifully presented exercise books Ms 

Goodfellow has ever seen!) 



  

 

Letter to parents from the Education Secretary Nadhim 

Zahawi and Health Secretary Sajid Javid 

  

“We know that children and young people have been hugely affected by the pandemic, both in terms 

of their education and their ability to socialise and participate in activities that benefit them outside of 

formal education. 

We want to thank you as parents and guardians of secondary school and college students for your 

support over the last eighteen months. We know this time has been difficult for many of you, as well 

as for the young people you care for. 

As students return to the classroom, we would ask for your continued support to make sure your 

children are able to stay in face-to-face learning, by encouraging them to: 

test themselves for COVID-19 twice a week, and more frequently if they are specifically asked to do 

so. This way, we can find individuals who have the virus but are not showing symptoms, and stop 

them from passing it on to others. 

come forward for the COVID-19 vaccine. This is one of the best things young people can do to protect 

themselves and those around them. 

We know that students have missed a lot of time in school and college since the pandemic started, 

and that there is no substitute for face-to-face learning. Keeping students in the classroom in the 

coming months is therefore a Government priority, both for their immediate and longer-term 

wellbeing. 

We know that some of you will be concerned about the health risks to the young people you care for. 

We want to reassure you that the evidence shows that young people remain at very low risk of serious 

illness from COVID-19. 

However, we need to continue to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Young people who get ill will need 

to miss school or college, and may spread it to others. That is why we are encouraging you all to 

support your children to get vaccinated and to continue to test regularly. This will help to detect cases 

early, reduce spread, and keep students in education. 

Vaccination 

Vaccines are our best defence against COVID-19. They help protect young people, and benefit those 

around them. Vaccination makes people less likely to catch the virus and less likely to pass it on. 

The COVID-19 vaccination programme for children aged 12-15 years has now started. Thousands of 

young people across the country have already taken the opportunity to receive their vaccine.  

We remind you that 16- and 17-year-olds can book their vaccination through the National Booking 

Service or find a convenient walk-in site. Please do help your 16- and 17-year-olds to book a 

vaccination for yourself if you have not done so already, or if you have missed a second dose. 

Testing 

We ask that you support and encourage your children to test twice a week at home, every week, with 

Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests. This will help us reduce the transmission of COVID-19 among our 

children. Please report and upload test results online, even if they are negative or void, as this allows 



  

 

us to understand the virus and take additional action when needed. 

In addition to regular twice weekly testing: 

 Children who receive a positive LFD result should isolate and book a PCR test to confirm their 

result. 

 Children who are identified as a close contact by NHS Test and Trace should take a PCR test 

and continue to go to school while they wait for their result. 

 In response to potential outbreaks, your school, college or local health team may advise 

additional testing. For example, if your child is identified as a close contact, they may be 

asked to take daily LFDs, while they wait for their PCR result. In this scenario, they should 

continue to attend school as long as their LFD results remain negative. 

Additionally, please encourage your child to follow guidance on wearing face coverings in crowded 

spaces with people they don't know well, for example on school transport. 

We know that many of you will have questions or concerns about this, and we understand that. 

The NHS website (www.nhs.uk) is an excellent source of advice, which we hope will be able to 

answer many of your questions about testing or vaccination. If not, you can call the 119 service 

who should be able to help with questions on testing. When you get a vaccination consent form 

for your child, it will include details of how you can ask further questions of your local teams. 

Thank you again for your support” 

 

Here are some frequently answered questions for parents, from Dr Mary 

Ramsay, Head of Immunisation at the UK Health Security Agency 

 

Why do young people aged 12 to 15 years need to get the vaccine? 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) infection is typically mild in most young people, but it can be very 

unpleasant for some and one dose of the vaccine will provide good protection against severe 

illness and hospitalisation. 

Vaccinating 12 to 15 year olds also helps reduce the need for young people to have time off school 

and reduces the risk of spread of COVID-19 within schools. The vaccine will protect young people 

from COVID-19 and reduce disruption to education, which is good for their welfare and mental 

health. 

Why did the JCVI say young people didn’t need the vaccine? 

The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) looked at the direct health benefits 

of vaccines, and in the case of 12 to 15 year olds, they said that there was only a small advantage 

for young people in getting a dose of the vaccine. 

The Chief Medical Officers (CMOs) took into account the extra health benefits from avoiding 

children missing education and concluded that there were public health grounds to recommend 

vaccinating 12 to 15 year olds. The UK CMOs' advice sets out their reasoning here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/universal-vaccination-of-children-and-young-

people-aged-12-to-15-years-against-covid-19 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/universal-vaccination-of-children-and-young-people-aged-12-to-15-years-against-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/universal-vaccination-of-children-and-young-people-aged-12-to-15-years-against-covid-19


  

 

My child has already had COVID-19 - should they still get the vaccine? 

Yes, they should be vaccinated regardless of whether they have already had a COVID-19 infection 

because: 

 research has not yet shown how long people who have had COVID-19 are protected from 

getting it again after they recover 

 vaccination helps to boost your protection, even if you’ve already had COVID-19 

Has the vaccine been given to 12 to 15 year olds in other countries? 

Trials in thousands of children have shown that the vaccine works very well in this age group. The 

vaccine has since been given to millions of 12 to 15 year olds in a number of countries, including 8 

million in the United States. Data from these countries show that the vaccine has a good safety 

record. 

Key questions on the children and young people’s COVID-19 vaccination programme 

(continued) 

Does the COVID-19 vaccine cause heart problems in young people? 

Worldwide, there have been very rare cases of inflammation of the heart called myocarditis or 

pericarditis reported after COVID-19 vaccines. Most of these young people felt better following 

rest and simple treatments. These cases have been seen mostly in younger males and mainly 

occurred within a few days of the second dose; it is extremely rare after the first dose of the 

vaccine. 

Is the vaccine safe for children with allergies or other medical conditions? 

There are very few children or young people who cannot receive the vaccine. If in doubt, young 

people and their parents or carers should check with the school immunisation team or consult 

their GP or specialist clinician. 

I have seen fake stories on social media about the vaccine 

You may have come across false or misleading information about the virus or the vaccine. It is 

important that you get your information from trusted sources such as: 

The children’s programme information 

The parents' guide is on the link below with the guidance for schools: https://www.gov.uk/

government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools 

Here is the leaflet for the children and parents: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/

covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-young-people 

 

Further information can be found here: www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccine-children. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-young-people
http://www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccine-children.

