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Dear Parents  
 

Welcome to Year 7 

Evening 

We are delighted with 

how our Year 7 students have started 

their education at The Compton School 

and it was lovely to meet so many 

parents on the evening. We hope that 

you found the workshops useful and 

informative in supporting your child.  

Further to this, there is an 

announcement on Show My Homework 

for year 7 parents this week which 

shows you how to register for Home 

Connect. This is a platform that will 

enable you to track your child's progress 

on Accelerated Reader, our KS3 reading 

programme (see page 6 for details).  

Update on Public Examinations 

The government announced that 

students will sit GCSE, BTEC and A level 

exams next year, with adaptations to 

recognise the disruption to their 

education over the past two years.  

GCSE, AS and A level exams in England 

next summer will be adapted to 

maximise fairness.  

Following a public consultation, the 

government and Ofqual (Office of 

Qualifications and Examinations 

Regulation) confirmed changes, such as a 

choice of topics in some GCSE exams; 

advance information on the focus of 

exams to aid students’ revision in subjects 

where there is not a choice of topics; and 

support materials like formulae sheets in 

maths. Advance information will not be 

shared with schools and students until 

the end of February next year. This is to 

ensure that as much subject content is 

covered as possible so that students are 

better prepared for their future studies.  

Ofqual have also set out its approach to 

grading, following the last two years 

which saw an overall higher proportion of 

students receiving top grades compared 

to pre-pandemic years. Next year will be 

a transition year to reflect the recovery 

period, with grade boundaries to be set 

by exam boards reflecting a midway point 

between 2021 and 2019 – so that more 

students get higher grades in 2022 than 

before the pandemic. This approach will 

provide a safety net for this year’s 

students as well as a step back to 

normality, with results expected to return 

to the usual grade profile by 2023. 

Results days for exams will return to their 

normal dates, with A levels/BTEC being 

released on 18 August, and GCSEs/BTEC 

on 25 August.  

However, the government have also 

announced plans for a further 

consultation in the unlikely event that 

examinations do not take place.  

I will keep you updated on any changes to 

examinations as the year progresses. It is 

absolutely essential that Year 13 students 

and Year 11 beginning preparation for 

The Headteacher’s Message Continues on Page 2 



  

 

Photo captured 

from Crime of 

the Century 

performed 

by @CHICKENS

HED_UK to our 

drama students 

last 

week. #Theatre 

#Drama 

#KnifeCrime 

#Powerful  

their mock examinations, which commence on 1st 

November and 16th November respectively. You 

will find the mock exam timetables within this 

newsletter, as well as a timetable of revision 

classes, which will provide support for students 

(pages 4-5).  

Uniform  

Finally, I would like to thank parents for supporting 

our high standards of uniform and appearance. 

Uniforms give students a sense of belonging and 

we want our students to be proud of being part of 

The Compton School. Wearing a uniform shows 

unity and identity and builds a sense of community, 

in much the same way as footballers wearing a team 

kit. We also believe that they prepare our students 

for working life. Whether it is wearing safety gear in 

a construction job, a nurses’ uniform or corporate 

wear in an office, most jobs require a certain 

standard of dress. We want to ensure our students 

are focussed on learning and not clothing. Research 

has also shown that where uniform policies are 

enforced, a better learning environment is 

established - students are more disciplined and 

listen better. So thank you again for supporting us 

with uniform.  



  

 

 

There have been a number of changes, 

introduced by the Department for Education, 

to new teacher induction from September 

2021.  Teachers new to the profession are 

now called Early Career Teachers (ECTs), 

rather than Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs).  

Their induction period now lasts for 2 years 

and there is a greater amount of support for 

new teachers following a new national Early 

Career Framework. 

The Compton is working as a delivery partner 

of Ambition Institute, and the North West 

London Teaching School Hub, to deliver 

training in Barnet to over 70 Early Career 

Teachers and their mentors across the 2 year 

period.  This is a new aspect to our               

long-established outreach work.   

Ambition Institute has developed a curriculum 

from the Early Career Framework for partners 

so that Early Career Teachers are                    

well-supported and mentors understand their 

role in further developing their colleagues’ 

teaching practice.  This extended period of 

support reflects the professional development 

on offer in other professions, which have a 

longer training period.   

So far, members of the senior team at The 

Compton have held two induction conferences 

for colleagues involved in the Early Career 

Framework programme.  As the year 

progresses, we will deliver additional clinics for 

Early Career Teachers and mentors, one to 

ones with each secondary mentor in Barnet, 

and conferences. 

Emma Hazlegreaves, Associate Head 



  

 



  

 

Year 11 GCSE intervention has started. Interventions are aimed to supporting your children in the build up to 

their examinations. Students will be completing exam practice and strategy and revising key topics. The 

timetable will be shared weekly with students during PDT and in the newsletter. 



  

 

 

Dear Year 11 Parents, 

I would like to invite you to the virtual Year 11 Parents’ Evening with your child’s subject teachers on Wednesday 

3rd November from 3.30pm to 7.00pm, which will take place via The Compton School's parents' evening 

booking system. 

The evening will give you and your son/daughter the opportunity to speak to subject staff to discuss current 

academic performance, identify any areas for improvement and to set clear and achievable targets that will 

ultimately help your child prepare for their Mock Exams after half term and achieve their very best in their 

GCSEs. Students are expected to attend the meetings with you so you are both aware of important messages 

being discussed. 

In order to book appointments, you must use the online booking system which can be found under the Parents’ 

login tab on the school website. The system is very straightforward and is used widely in schools across Barnet 

and it gives you the control over the appointments that you make. This year all meeting will take place virtually 

within the parents' evening booking system, so no parents will need to attend the site on the evening 

If anyone does require assistance or support with booking please contact your child's form tutor in the first 

instance, or Ms Histed, Year 11 Manager or Mr Kemal, Key Stage 4 Leader. 

 

Dear Parent, 

Your child uses a software program called Renaissance Place at school. This program has a special feature called 

Renaissance Home Connect, which you and your child can access outside of school from any computer with an 

Internet connection.  

Renaissance Home Connect is fun and easy to use. It allows the teacher, you and your child to share information 

about your child’s progress in Accelerated Reader.  

You can log in to Renaissance Home Connect from any computer with an Internet connection and compatible 

browser. For a list of compatible browsers, type the following URL in any browser: http://support.renlearn.com/

techkb/techkb/10624292e. 

For full instructions on how to set up Home Connect please see How to Register Parents with Home Connect. 

If you have questions about Renaissance Home Connect, please contact your child’s English teacher or Ms 

Oakley. 

 

 Thank you. 

http://support.renlearn.com/techkb/techkb/10624292e/TCS-FILE-02/Departments/Jsmith/Barnet
http://support.renlearn.com/techkb/techkb/10624292e/TCS-FILE-02/Departments/Jsmith/Barnet


  

 

 

Students' Favourite Books 

After all the excellent Accelerated Reader quizzing last year 

we've produced this poster (left) showcasing our students' 

top-rated books. It's a wonderfully diverse array of books 

and includes new stories and classics. If you'd like to try one, 

pop in to the LRC and speak to either Ms. Marshall or Mrs. 

Wolfe. Keep up the reading and quizzing!  

Black History Month 

As part of Black History Month, we have been looking at 

the work of some of the prominent 20th century Black 

writers such as Tony Morrison, Malorie Blackman, Rosa 

Guy, Maya Angelou, Alice Walker and Chinua Achebe.  

But the history of Black writing goes back much further. For 

example Charles Ignatius Sancho (c. 1729 – 1780) was a 

British abolitionist, writer and composer. Born on a slave 

ship in the Atlantic, Sancho was sold into slavery as a small 

child and then was given to three sisters in London where 

he remained a slave for 18 years. Eventually he was able to 

escape and set up his own business, while also starting to 

write and publish various essays, plays and books. 

Sancho quickly became involved in the British abolitionist 

movement, which aimed to outlaw slavery. He was also the 

first Black man to vote in an election. After his death, The 

Letters of the Late Ignatius Sancho, an African was 

published in 1782. It is one of the earliest accounts of 

African slavery written in English from a first-hand 

experience. 

 
Global Citizens Club started last week and 
already our KS3 students are coming up with 
amazing and innovative ideas for a sustainable 
future. Come and join the fun every other 
Thursday if you want to learn about how we can 
create a greener future! Meeting again 
Thursday 21st October at 3pm in HT4. 
 
Also be sure to check out the BRAND NEW 
Geography instagram page : @TCSGeography to 
stay up to date with all things Geography! 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/blue-plaques/propose-a-plaque/


  

 

 

 

 Maths revision strategies 

Tips for revising Maths for assessments at half 

term and for mock exams: 

1. Before you start revising, get all your notes 

sorted, and draw up a list of all the topics 

you need to cover. This serves two purposes: 

you will definitely cover everything you need 

to cover, and a bit of tidying and sorting out is 

a nice relaxing way to ease yourself into the 

revision process.                               

2. Plan exactly when you are going to revise, 

and be strict with yourself. Don’t just wake 

up one Saturday and say that you are going to 

be revising all day, because you probably 

won’t get a lot done. Say that you will work 

from 10 until 11, then take a half hour break, 

then work until 12.30, then have some nice 

lunch, then do another hour, then go for a 

walk, and so on. If you are only revising in 

small chunks, and if you know the next break 

is just around the corner, your revision it likely 

to be much more focused and effective. 

3. Give yourself little treats and things to 

look forward to. If you do a good day of 

revision, take the night off, watch some telly, 

go and see your friends, put all thoughts of 

maths and school to the back of your mind. 

Buy yourself some chocolate, but only let 

yourself eat it once you have achieved what 

you need to do. 

4. Don’t just read through the textbook! The 

only way to revise maths is to do maths. You 

will do much better spending 20 minutes 

doing maths questions than spending two 

hours just reading a textbook. The more 

questions you do yourself, the more you will 

get right, the higher your confidence will be, 

the more you will enjoy your revision, and the 

better you will do in the exam. 

5. Use the internet. The internet is like 

having your own personal teacher who is 

available for you whenever you like; 

 - There are websites that can set you 

 questions and mark them for you, take 

 you through step-by-step how to tackle 

 certain topics, and use fancy illustrations 

 and animations that might just make that 

 really annoying topic finally make sense. 

   - There are maths games which you can 

 play to practise crucial skills in a more 

 fun way. 

All this stuff is out there for you, so use it! 

6. Don’t just practice the topics you can do. If 

you are really good at fractions, for example, it 

is very tempting to keep doing lots of fractions 

questions and then smiling as you keep getting 

them right. But unfortunately the exam is 

probably not going to have more than one or 

two fractions questions. Although it can be 

painful, work your way through the topics that 

you struggle with, because it is much better to 

struggle on them at home, when you have time 

on your side and the answers available, than it 

is to struggle in the exam. 

7. Make sure you ask for help. Again, once you 

are in the exam you are on your own, but 

during revision you are certainly not. If you are 

stuck on a topic or a question, then ask one of 

the people from your class, or your teacher, or 

someone at home, or look on the internet. 

Don’t suffer alone! 

8. Practice doing questions under exam 

conditions. Get someone to pick you a set of 

questions from your textbook, or get some 

from a maths website, and try doing them in 

silence, with no help, for a fixed amount of 

time. This will get you used to what it will be 

like in the exam, how fast you need to go, and 

is the best way of checking that you really 

understand a topic. 



  

 

 

 

9. Practice using your calculator! Many 

people seem to assume that any question that 

lets you use a calculator is easy, and all 

calculators work the same. Those people are 

wrong on both counts. All calculators work 

differently, and unless you have used yours 

for lots of different types of questions (trig, 

Pythagoras, negative numbers, indices), you 

might come unstuck in the exam. Find out if 

there are any problems early enough to 

correct them! 

10. If it works for you, try revising with a 

friend for a bit of the time. You will find that 

one of you understands one topic more, 

whilst the other is a bit of an expert on 

another. Just by explaining things to a friend, 

you will find that your understanding 

increases, and likewise you might learn a 

different way of thinking about and 

understanding a topic. 

11. Most important of all, try not to worry. A 

little worry is not a bad thing as it keeps you 

focused, but revision certainly shouldn’t be a 

stressful time. It should be a time where your 

brain gets chance to sort all the information it 

has been bombarded with and make sense of 

everything. If you follow the tips above, 

especially about getting yourself a revision 

schedule and always asking for help, you 

should find that revising for maths (or any 

other exam) is not that painful after all. 

At The Compton School, calculators are a compulsory piece 

of equipment and students in all years are required to bring 

in their own calculator every day.  It is essential for exams 

and lessons.   

The Casio FX-83GTX is the specific calculator supplied and 

used at The Compton and is available to purchase from the 

LRC for £8.50. This is cheaper than most shops. 

Other scientific calculators can be used but this is preferred.  

We teach students how to use it in order to get the best out 

of it, enabling them to do better in exams. 

Maths Calculators 



  

 

 

 

 

 KS3  

 

Jack Martin  

A creative and 

inventive cartoon 

produced 

individually 

outside of school, 

lovely work - well 

done!  

KS4  
 

Rubie Brown  

A stunning pen 

drawing created 

as part of the 

beginning of the 

GCSE Art course -  

keep up the good 

work!  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-MbWFmWfCk-8iTMAaF8NZE7FIfJ2mm1Dkr9JjVES5utUMlA3MzQzTFRZS1JTUEZWQkRBWlhXVTRORS4u
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RaZtoO11RlGk7HzuDRVYMA
https://eedi.typeform.com/MACourse?typeform-source=www.google.com


  

 

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/black-cowboys
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-21768669
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkmD-vpQ4Qs


  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Level Theatre Trips: White Noise at The Bridge 

Theatre  

On Thursday 14th October both A Level Drama classes went 

to the Bridge Theatre to watch the European premiere of 

White Noise (Left). The playwright, Suzan-Lori Parks has won 

a Pulitzer Price and has also written Topdog/Underdog and 

Father Comes Home from the Wars. 

 

 

 

 

Launch of Drama Leaders  

The Drama Department are recruiting student drama leaders from Years 9 – 13. The leadership programme will 

enable students to develop skills in one or more of the following areas:  

 Directing. Supporting with running drama after school workshops for younger students and co-directing 

the end of term showcases;  

 Sound and lighting design and operation. Training will be provided and then drama leaders will create a 

‘tech team’ to support with showcases, exam performances and productions;  

 Front of house. Supporting the department with running events and performances;  

 Providing feedback. Forming the drama consultation group to help develop the curriculum and extra-

curricular events;  

 Writing. Writing reviews of productions and articles for the newsletter.  

Students in Year 9 and above should see their drama teacher for more information if they are interested in 

applying.  

Drama Club Showcase dates for your diary:  

Monday, 6th December 

6pm 

Year 7 Drama Club 

Showcase  

Tuesday, 7th December 

6pm 

Year 8 & 9 Drama Club 

Showcase  

Key Stage 3 Drama Clubs 

All Key Stage 3 students are welcome to attend. The 

clubs run on the following days:  

Monday, 2.50pm—4pm  Year 8  

Thursday, 2:45pm—4pm Year 7 

Friday, 2:50pm—4pm Year 9 



  

 

 

With Halloween just around the corner, our KS3 wizards and witches 

have been busy making Harry Potter potions ranging from exploding 

filibusters, to veritaserum, and even a potion that makes things grow. 

But more importantly, they have appreciated the Science behind 

potion-making. Professor Snape would have been very proud! 

 



  

 

 
 
 

Another week of fixtures has come to a close with a 

range of year groups representing The Compton 

School in multiple different sports. 

The year 8 boys football team started off the week 

with a 3-0 win against Wren academy where the 

boys showed great team spirit ands sportsmanship 

throughout. 

The year 11 football team played a close match 

against Ashmole and unfortunately lost 2-1. 

The girls year 7 football team (pictured above) 

played their first match together against Ashmole 

School and won 1-0 with Zainab scoring the 

winning goal and Aida not letting any goals past 

her. The girls worked well together and were so 

supportive of one another throughout. 

The girls year 8 and 9 team (pictured below) also 

played their first match of the season against 

Ashmole School. The team haven't been able to 

play together yet but despite this their 

communication was strong throughout and they 

adapted effectively to suit each others strengths 

and weaknesses. 

There was also a cross country competition held at 

Allianz Park where a range of students from year 7

-10 competed in teams of 4, representing The 

Compton School. Every student showed resilience 

and dedication as they continued to run through 

the rain and wind. You can see results from the 

event below.  

Cross Country 

Year 8/9 Boys     

1 QE Boys 33 5 Mount House 97 

2 Ashmole 45 6 Compton  98 

3 Wren A 60 7 NGL 134 

4 Archer  81   

Year 8/9 Girls  

1 Ashmole  26 

2 St Michaels 36 

3 Wren A 48 

4 Henrietta B 56 

5 Compton  138 

6 Archer 143 

7 Mount House 173 

Year 10/11 Boys  

1 Ashmole 33 

2 Compton 43 

3 NLG 61 

Year 7 Boys  

1 Compton  36 

2 Wren A 55 

3 QE Boys 70 

4 Mount House 76 

5 NGL 80 

Year 10/11 Girls  

1 St Michaels  38 

2 Compton 47 



  

 

PE Extra-Curricular timetable (until 17th December) 

   MON TUES WED THUR FRI 

YR 7 

  

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

Mixed Indoor Games 

Gym 

  

Games include 

dodgeball, Danish long 

ball, bench ball, indoor 

Frisbee, volleyball, 

badminton and many 

others 

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Signup sheet outside of 

the PE department- 20 

spaces. New signup 

sheet each week. 

YR 8 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

Mixed Indoor Games 

Gym 

  

Games include 

dodgeball, Danish long 

ball, bench ball, indoor 

Frisbee, volleyball, 

badminton and many 

others 

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Signup sheet outside of 

the PE department- 25 

spaces. New signup 

sheet each week. 

YR 9 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

  Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Signup sheet outside of 

the PE department- 25 

spaces. New signup 

sheet each week. 

Y10 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro  

 Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

Girls Fitness club 

Fitness suite 

  

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Girls Volleyball 

Sports hall 

Y11 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

   Girls Netball club 

Playground 

Girls Fitness club 

Fitness suite  

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Boys Volleyball 

Gym 

  

GCSE PE catch up 

Extra-Curricular timetable – Autumn Term 2021 
  

   MON TUES WED THUR FRI 

  

  

KS3 

  
  

Year 8 
Drama Club - 
Ms Stanton 

DR1 
  

Maths Drop 
in Clinic – 

Mr Heron & 
Mr Steele 

MG1 
  

  

  

  

Art Club 
Years 7, 8, 

9 
Ms Spark 

Art1 
  
 

Computing – Ms 
Yarwood SG1 

  
Cooking Club – Ms 

Binns G7 
  

Table Top Gaming – 
Mr Pearce G4 

  
Product Design Club 

– Mr Hall G6 
 

Music – Vocal Group 
– Ms Barlow Hall 

Geography – Global Citizen Club Miss 
Kibblewhite - HT4 

  
Year 7 Drama Club - 

Ms Kurland DR2 
  

History and RE Club – Mrs Khanom 
ST6 

  
Instrumental Ensemble 

Ms Barlow – Music 1 
  

Science Club – 
Miss Suhman M9 

Year 9 - 
Drama Club 

Ms Jokay 
DR3 



  

 



  

 

KEYDATES                        
 
                           

Oct   

17  Year 13 Devon Trip (Geography) Returns  

19  Year 13 Parent’s Evening  

21  Year 12 and 13 Thorpe Park Trip 

22  Year 12/13 Art Trip to Battersea Fair 

25-29  Half-Term 

Nov   

3  Year 11 Parents Evening  

11  Sixth Form Open Evening 

 

Who wants to hear a 

new Episode of The 

Compton Podcast? All 

eight episodes are 

available on #Spotify 

#Podcast #Poetry 

#Music #MyHistory 

#Year7Advice 

#ComptonCommunity 

#ExcellenceForAll 


