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Dear Parent 

It is the end of a very busy half term, with Year 11 and Year 13 being incredibly 

focused on preparation for their summer examinations. Year 13 have been 

supported this week by having a conference on Wednesday to help them 

identify how to plan and manage their time, so that productive revision can 

take place, alongside students looking after their mental health. Year 9 have begun the 

process of considering appropriate courses for their GCSEs next year. Lots of enrichment has 

taken place, including auditions for Matilda. I would also like to thank the Equalities group 

for all of their work this have term, including producing an assembly.  

I wish you all a happy half term.  

Reminder: Making Choices Information for Year 9 Parents 

If they have not yet done so, parents of Year 9 students should watch the Making Choices 

Parents Information Video that can be accessed using the link below: 

Making Choices 2022 - The Compton School 

It can also be accessed by visiting the school's website and hovering over the 'Parents' tab, 

and then clicking on 'Making Choices 2022'. On this page, parents and students will find 

subject information videos for each of the option subjects available to study at Key Stage 4.  

Students and parents should discuss the subjects that they are interested in studying next 

year, and if there are any further questions students are reminded to see the subject 

teachers.  Questions can also be directed to makingchoices@thecompton.org.uk. 

Additionally, you can also access the Making Choices Booklet on the webpage by scrolling to 

the bottom; this document contains all the information required to support the process of 

selecting GCSE and vocational subjects. 

http://www.thecompton.org.uk/2626/making-choices-2022


  

 

Our Mission  

This year at The Compton School there is a great focus on the explicit 

teaching of vocabulary across all subjects, not just English. Our aim is for 

all students to have a deep and rich vocabulary at their disposal in order 

to successfully access the secondary curriculum and beyond.  

The more words pupils know, the greater their knowledge 

–this is something that you can encourage at home! 

Why is Vocabulary important? 

 In order to properly understand something you read, you must know 

at least 95% of the words. 

 

 The typical vocabulary of a teacher is 50,000-60,000 words! 

 Day to day spoken language uses only around 2,000 words on 

average, which really emphasises the need for ‘academic’ language in 

the classroom. 

 

 If we explicitly teacher 300-400 new words a year, a pupil’s 

vocabulary will grow by 3000-4000 words. 

Poor Vocabulary Instruction: 

 Relies on rigid dictionary 

definitions 

 Uses superficial methods of 

recording new vocabulary 

Great Vocabulary Instruction: 

 Well-planned and linked to 

learning 

 Relies on deeper 

understanding of potential 

meaning 



  

 

How can I support my child? 
Research suggests that students who read on average a book a month come 

across over 1 million words each year - around 20,000 of these are unfamiliar! 

In order to stand the best chance of understanding as many of these words as 

possible, your child needs support both inside and outside of school. Luckily, 

there are a variety of strategies that can be employed to help. 

Recognising parts of words (morphology): Even if unfamiliar, pupils can often 

recognise parts of a word. Common prefixes (starts of words like pre-, un-, re-) 

and suffixes (ends of words) offer strategies for pupils to recognise words and 

connect them to their prior knowledge.  

Word families: The common patterns and features offered by word families are 

helpful to recognise tricky new words. Faced with a complex word like 

‘oligarchy’, pupils can recognise the familiar root ‘archy’ meaning ‘rulership’. It 

offers an essential hook to understand the word through, providing a connection 

to more familiar related words like ‘monarchy’. 

Multiple meanings: Deep word knowledge needs pupils to actively connect words 

and to explore layers of meaning. Many of the complex words used at school 

have multiple meanings. A word like ‘trend’ means something different in day to 

day life compared to in Science. 

Synonyms and antonyms: Sometimes unfamiliar words are simply more 
sophisticated labels for familiar words e.g. ‘avarice’ simply means excessive 
greed. Exploring these can deepen understanding as well as introduce new 
vocabulary items. 

Word histories (etymology):  Complex words often have Latin and/or Greek 
origins. These word stories can offer vital hooks to better understand the 
meaning of an unfamiliar word. For example, the Greek word ‘hydro’ means 
‘water’. 

Ms E Goodfellow, 3ic English KS3 



  

 

1st Feb B Side (am) Chemistry (50 mins) - Hall 
  

A Side (pm) Chemistry (50 mins) Hall 
  

2nd Feb All (am) Biology/Physics (85 mins) - Hall 
 

25th March All (pm) - Hall 
  

30th March B Side (am) - Hall 
  

A Side (pm) - Hall 
  

Year 11 Science  

1st March All (am) Literature – Hall - 1hr 30min 
  

15th March All (am) Language Paper 2 – Hall - 1hr 45min 
  

Year 11 English 

27th Jan P3+4 Non-Calculator – in classrooms 
  

3rd Feb P3+4 Calculator – in classrooms 

4th Feb P3+4 Calculator – in classrooms 
  

22nd Feb All (am) Non-Calculator – Hall 
  

3rd March P3+4 Calculator – in classrooms 
  

8th March All (pm) Calculator – Hall 
 

9th Feb 19 students (am) ST2 and Curriculum Support 
  

21st-23rd 
March 

These will run in the PE department from the 21st-23rd March 
Students and parents will be informed of their timings 

Between 7th-
10th Feb 
24th Feb 11B 

Year 11 GCSE Component 2 Drama Performance– 11B rescheduled to Thursday 24th February.  
Due to take place in Drama department on the 7th (Ms Kirland’s class) and 9th Feb (Ms Meritt’s class) 
Students and parents have been informed regarding timings 

Between 28th 
Feb- 4th 
March 

Year 10 GCSE Component 1 Drama Performance 
Due to take place in Drama department on the 28th Feb (Ms Stanton’s class) and 1st March (Ms Jokay’s class) 
Students and parents have been informed regarding timings 

8th March Year 13 Component 2 Drama Exam (all day) 
Due to take place in Drama department. Students and parents have been informed regarding timings 

3rd Feb (am) Hall – 1 hour 

Year 11 Maths 

Year 11 Health and Social Care 

Year 11 PE Practical Assessments 

Year 9 and 10 Maths Challenge 

Year 11 Drama 

Year 10 Drama 

Year 13 Drama 



  

 

 

Information Session 

Kooth's monthly information sessions for parents & carers offer information about the service and a chance 

to ask any questions. Please use the link below to attend.  

Thursday 24 February 2022, 6pm-7pm 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/discover-kooth-parent-carer-information-sessions-tickets-241136986217 

Think about whether your child feels ready to talk 

Just because you want to talk doesn't mean they feel ready to. Look out for the things they say, and 

their body too, for indicators on whether they really want to talk about their feelings.  

Ask them what they need  

It can be tough to talk about how you feel, and when we want 

to talk about things as parents, children don’t always want to 

or feel ready. Asking what a child needs from you can help 

them feel more in control, heard, and respected.  

Children might also not know what they need, so suggesting a 

few options can be a good starting point. For example, “Do you 

need some space right now?” 

Take away the intensity  

It can be pretty daunting (on both sides) to sit down to talk 

about something as important as feelings. But decreasing 

some of the intensity can sometimes reduce the pressure 

and make things a little less stressful.  

Think about the setting  

Talking about feelings can be really sensitive, so making sure 

the space is private, comfortable, and feels safe for your child 

can be key to a positive outcome.  

Choose your timing wisely  

Talking about feelings, or any difficult subject, can be quite 

sensitive. Choosing a time when you are both calm and relaxed 

can be more useful than choosing a time when there are any 

heightened emotions already at play.  

Name it  

Sometimes it can be hard for children to identify their 

feelings. Naming what you observe can help them to do this. 

For example, when talking to a young child you might say, 

‘You seem really angry today. I can see you are clenching 

your hands, and don’t have a happy face. I wonder if 

anything has made you angry or upset?’ 

Model it  

Being more open and honest about how you 

yourself feel (in an age appropriate way, of 

course) can normalise the idea of talking 

about emotions. Children who see that 

adults also have big feelings, doubts, get 

scared or anxious, get frustrated with others 

at work, etc. might feel more comfortable 

opening up themselves.  

Get creative  

We might feel a pressure  to have all the 

answers and say the right things, but 

sometimes, we just need to think a little  

differently. Helping our children express their 

feelings through play or use art materials can be 

just as important and useful, especially for much 

younger children whose natural language is 

often play.  

Listen carefully  

This sounds pretty straightforward, but sometimes, when we 

care, we may jump into problem-solving mode a little too 

hastily. And while it might come from a really good place, it’s 

not always helpful.  

Top tips on 

how to talk to 

your children 

about their 

feelings 

Kooth Is a free online counselling and emotional wellbeing support service targeted at young people. As part 

of this, it provides support and resources to aid parents. To learn more, see below for some of the help 

Kooth offers or visit their website.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/discover-kooth-parent-carer-information-sessions-tickets-241136986217
https://www.kooth.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

To support Children's Mental Health Week 2022, we've displayed some relevant books in the LRC alongside a 

list of helpful websites. We asked our students what they do if they ever feel a bit fed up and got them to 

write their answers on Post-It notes. You can see some of their responses below.  

AR Millionaires 

Well done to Anya Lazarevic Lewis (8P), who has read over 2 million words, and to Jessica Beeston (8S), who 

is now a Word Millionaire having read the Harry Potter series. Several students are close to becoming 

Millionaires, they just need to read and quiz on one more book. They are...Benio Bochniak (7O), Kotaro Ida 

(7P), Fatima Marong (8P) and Sebastian Steel (8P).    



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trips Update  

Year 9 Theatre Trip – 22nd March 

The Drama Department have organised a trip for Year 9 students to see The Play 

that Goes Wrong at the Duchess Theatre in the West End. Letters were sent home 

last week. If you have paid for your child to attend the trip, please ensure that 

they return the permission slip to their drama teacher by February 4th. There are 

still 4 places available, so if your child would like to attend, please pay via Parent 

Pay.   

Year 11 Theatre Trip – 7th March  

The Drama Department have organised a trip for Year 11 

students to see A Number at the Old Vic theatre in 

Waterloo. Letters were sent home last week. There are 20 

places available on a first-come first-serve basis. The play 

has had five star reviews and features Lennie James and 

Paapa Essiedu as father and son.  

 

Update on Matilda Auditions: 

The cast have been informed of their parts and the rehearsal schedule will 
be published after half term. We are very excited to start working with you 
all on this fantastic musical!  
Backstage, props and costume crew will be called for a meeting first week 
back after half term. Thank you for all of your hard work so far. 
 

Drama Performance Evenings and Exams  

Well done to the students who came into school to rehearse 
last weekend; your work is looking fantastic.  

We are looking forward to welcoming friends and family into 
school after half term to watch our wonderful Year 10s and 
11s perform their script extracts and devised pieces.  

 

Year 11 Component 2 Performance Exam – 24th February  

Students should arrive in school by 5pm.  

The audience should arrive at 5.45pm for a 6pm start. Please 

wait in the concourse and the Front of House Team will bring 

you down to the drama studios once the performers are 

ready.  

Drama Performance Exams: Dates  

Year 11 Component 2 

Performance Exam 
24th February 

Year 10 Component 1 

Devising Exam 
28th & 1st March 

Year 13 Component 2 

Performance Exam  
8th March  

Year 12  Component 1 

Devising Exam  
19th May 



  

 

National Apprenticeship Week: Monday 7th to Sunday 13th February. 

National Apprenticeship Week continues until Sunday 13th February and the Skills Minister Alex Burghart has 

written to all parents and students this week to ensure that they are aware of the opportunities available for 

young people through apprenticeships. 

A very quick guide can be found in 8 key facts about apprenticeships. Both parents and company 

representatives discuss aspects of the working world for apprentices in the Parent Perspective Podcast. 

A recommended resource is the Hints and Tips for Parents and Carers - this contains everything you need as a 

parent or carer to support your child in exploring and applying for apprenticeships. 

For students considering their options, a range of films has been produced to show how apprenticeships are 

available to suit the interests of students studying every curriculum subject. 

The UCAS website now offers a comprehensive source of advice and guidance on apprenticeships and not just 

university. This resource is highly recommended.  

A number of Year 13 students are currently making apprenticeship applications and we wish them well as they 

progress through the various application stages. Students in Year 12 will begin exploring their Post 18 options 

in more depth after half-term with their tutors, including higher and degree apprenticeships. 

 

Sixth Form Conference 

On Wednesday 9th February at 8.35am, all Year 13 students took part in a Sixth Form Success Strategy 

Conference. The conference was delivered by senior Teaching and Learning staff and the Sixth Form Team, and 

covered a range of topics to support students to kick start their preparation for their summer exams. Students 

received resources to help support planning and structuring their revision and build on the following tips that 

were suggested from the morning, to ensure that they have the best possible chances of success in their 

exams: 

 Students need to identify areas of weakness or gaps in 

knowledge; 

 Students need to speak with their teacher about target 

areas for improvement; 

 Students need to ensure they have a full set of class notes 

and additional resources to support revision (including 

subject textbooks, revision guides, past paper exam 

questions); 

 Students must ensure that any outstanding NEA/ 

Coursework has been completed; 

 Students must ensure they have a clear revision plan and 

that they are completing structured revision (a minimum 5 

hours per week per subject); 

 Students must ensure that they are attending all lessons 

and additional intervention/ revision sessions offered. 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2021/09/What-is-an-apprenticeship.pdf
https://anchor.fm/theparentperspective/episodes/Episode-1-The-Careers--Enterprise-Company-and-Gen--Healthy-Minds-e146qj0/a-a63lrbm
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2022/01/Apprenticeship-Hints-Tips-for-Parents-Carers-V2.pdf
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/?films=1


  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spanish Club 

Year 7 and 8 students are invited along to Spanish Club: 3-

4pm  on Wednesdays in MFL 1. 

We'll be playing games in Spanish, listening to (and singing) songs, 

watching films and learning about Spanish culture. 

Year 10: Daphnia  Experiment 

Last Monday, our very keen Year 10 biologists investigated the effect of changing the temperature of pond 

water on the heart rate of Daphnia. A Daphnia is a water flea with a small heart that is easily visible when 

viewed under a light microscope. Our wonderful KS4 biologists first used a Pasteur pipette to transfer a 

single Daphnia to a Petri dish and immediately added pond water at room temperature until the water flea 

was just covered by it. They then placed the Petri dish on the stage of a microscope and observed it under 

low power. Next, they used a stopwatch to count the number of heart beats at fixed time intervals. The 

heartbeat of Daphnia is very rapid, so they had to count the beats by making dots on a piece of paper. They 

then repeated the experiment using different temperatures of pond water. At the end of the experiment, 

they returned the Daphnia promptly to the holding tank.   

This activity was a great way to promote a good ethical attitude towards organisms used for scientific 

purposes.   

A massive thank you to our Year 12 scientists: Anuyah, Roberto, Fardous, Sana, and Mania for their help, and 

a special thanks goes to Sophia (Year 12) for taking a video of Daphnia under the microscope! 

Career Meetings 

Year 11 Sixth Form and Career meetings will be taking place from 21st February to 4th March. Students 

will be made aware of individual slots this week. Please make a note of the date, time and location of your 

meeting. If you have any questions, please come and see the Sixth Form. 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 10 Netball - Barnet Schools League 

Congratulations to the Year 10 Netball Team, who 
beat Henrietta Barnett in the Year 10 Barnet Schools 
League on Monday 7th February. It was a convincing 
17-4 win and a good team performance. 

Well done to: Aisling Kellam (Capt.), Caitlin Escudero, 
Eva Chalisey, Christina George, Sophia Mbazira, Asagi 
Rasanayagam, Ria Johnson & Pimpa Tawinaampant. 

 
 

 

Middlesex Cross Country Championships 

Well done to Eddie (10O), who represented Barnet at 
the Middlesex Cross Country Championships on 
January 27th, which took place at Harrow School.    

Football 

Well done to the U13 Girls Football Team who 
played against Highlands School on Thursday at 
home. The girls played in a quarter final match and 
represented the school really well. 

Year 10 Girls Rugby 
Congratulations to the Year 10 Girls' Rugby Team 
who took part in a match against Saracens High 
School at Stone X Stadium on Wednesday 9th 
February. The girls have varying experience and 
pulled together very successfully to win 55-5. There 
were some fierce tackles and strong runs to secure 
our 11 tries. Well done to: 

Beth Jordan (Captain), Eva Chalisey, Christina George, 
Sophia Mbazira, Asagi Rasanayagam, Ria 
Johnso, Pimpa Tawinaampant, Baran Kaywan and 
Jolie Martin. 



  

 



  

 

Time  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before School  Geography  Geography 
History 

Business 
Studies 

 

After School English (Core)  Maths (Core) 
Food & 

Nutrition 

History 
MFL 
DT 

Science 
PE 

PE Extra-Curricular timetable (until  1st April) 

 

   MON TUE WED THU FRI 

YR 7 
  

3:10 – 

4:10pm 

  
Girls Football Club 

Please bring shin pads 
Astro 

  
Boys Football Club 

Please bring shin pads 
Astro 

  Table Tennis  
20 spaces available. Sign up sheet 

weekly. 
Sports Hall 

  
Rugby club 

Please bring boots 
Field/Astro 

  
Girls Indoor Games 

Gym 

Girls Netball 
Playground 

  

. 

YR 8 
3:10 – 

4:10pm 

  
Girls Football Club 

Please bring shin pads 
Astro 

  
Boys Football Club 

Please bring shin pads 
Astro 

  Table Tennis  
20 spaces available. Sign up sheet 

weekly. 
Sports Hall 

  
Rugby club 

Please bring boots 
Field/Astro 

  
Girls Indoor Games 

Gym 

  
Girls Netball 
Playground 

  
Trampolining Club 

20 spaces available. Sign up 

sheet weekly. 
Gym 

  

YR 9 
3:10 – 

4:10pm 

Girls Football Club 
Please bring shin pads 

Astro 
  

Boys Football Club 
Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  Table Tennis  
20 spaces available. Sign up sheet 

weekly. 
Sports Hall 

  
 Rugby club 

Please bring boots 
Field/Astro 

Girls Netball 
Playground 

  
Trampolining Club 

20 spaces available. Sign up 

sheet weekly. 
Gym 

  

Y10 
3:10 – 

4:10pm 

Girls Roller Skating Club 
Sports Hall 

  
Basketball Club 

Gym 

 Rugby club 
Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

Girls Netball 
Playground 

  
Trampolining Club 

20 spaces available. Sign up 

sheet weekly. 
Gym 

  

Y11 

3:10 – 

4:10pm 

Girls Roller Skating Club 
Sports Hall 

  
Basketball Club 

Gym 

   
Rugby club 

Please bring boots 
Field/Astro 

Girls Netball 
Playground 

  
Trampolining Club 

20 spaces available. Sign up 

sheet weekly. 
Gym 

  
Boys Volleyball 

Gym 
  

GCSE PE 

intervention 



  

 

Extra-Curricular timetable 

  

   MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

  

  

KS3 

  
  

Year 8 Drama Club 
Ms Stanton DR1 
2:45pm – 3:45pm 

  
Maths Drop in 

Clinic 
Mr Heron & Mr 

Steele 
MG1 

3pm- 4pm 
  

  

  

  

  

Art Club Years 7, 8, 
9 

Ms Spark 
Art1 

2:50pm – 3;50pm 
  

First Tech Robotics 
 Ms Yarwood 

 SG1 
3:30pm – 4:10pm 

  
Cooking Club 
 Mrs O’Shea 

 G7 
3pm – 4:30pm 

  
Wool4School 

Mr Hall 
 G5 

3pm – 4pm 
  

Music Vocal Group 
Ms Barlow 

 Hall 
3pm – 4pm 

  
Cantonese Club 

Ms Oakley 
PDT – LRC 

  
French Club 

Ms Rodne 
G1 3pm – 4pm 

  
Indoor Games 
 Miss Nicolaou 

Gym 
3pm – 4pm 

  
My History Club 

 Ms Khanom 
ST6 

3pm – 4pm 
  

Table Tennis Club 
 Mr Magnitis 
Sports Hall 
3pm – 4pm 

 
Spanish Club 
Mr Fairhurst  

MFL1 
3pm—4pm  

 

Global Citizen Club 
Miss Kibblewhite 

 HT4 
3pm – 4pm 

  
Year 7 Drama Club - 

Ms Kurland 
DR2 

2:50pm – 3:50pm 
  

History and RE Film 
Club – Ms Khanom 

ST6 
3pm – 4:15pm 

  
Instrumental 

Ensemble 
Mr Jansen 

Music 1 
3pm – 4pm 

  
Science Club 
Miss Suhman 

 M3 
2:50pm – 3:50pm 

  
The Compton 

School Podcast 
Mr Janner-Klausner 

S1 
3pm – 4pm 

  
Basket Ball Club 
Miss Adem Gym 

3pm – 4pm 
  
  
  

Trampolining Club 
Gym 

3:15pm – 4:15pm 
  

Year 9 Drama 
Club 

Ms Jokay 
DR3 

2:55pm – 3:55pm 

  

KS4  

& 5 

  
KS4 Science Club 

Miss Shuman 
M3 

2:50pm – 3:50pm 
  

KS4 Basketball 
Club 

Mr Rouabah 
Gym 

3:20pm – 4:20pm 
  

KS5 Young 
Enterprise 
 Mr Lyons 

HT3 
3:15pm – 4:15pm 

    
My History Club 

  Ms Khanom 
ST6 

3pm – 4pm 
  

Politics Club 
 Miss Wijesinghe 

HT10 
3pm – 4pm 

  
  

  
Economics Club 

Mrs Deen 
 ST6 

3pm – 3:45pm 
  

The Compton 
School Podcast 

Mr Janner-Klausner 
S1 

3pm – 4pm 

  



  

 

KEY DATES                        

 

                           

February 
Half-Term  

21st
 Return to School 23rd Year 13 Student Finance Talk 

March 
1ST Year 7 Book Quiz: 15:00 2nd Year 8 Parent’ Evening 

3rd Spoken Word Power Workshop 4th A-Level Biology Field Trip Begins 

10th Year 9 Making Choices Evening  10th A Level Biology in Action Trip  


