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26th November 2021                                                                                                                    ISSUE NO. 10 

Dear Parent 

 

Reading has always been a 

priority at The Compton 

School, but it has an even 

sharper focus this year as we support all 

students to get back on track after the 

school closures. There is a strong link 

between knowledge and reading – the 

more you know, the easier you will find 

reading. All of the research from around the 

world supports the view that the ability to 

read impacts directly on educational 

outcomes for students, and positive health 

and wellbeing in adulthood. 

To support us with this priority our INSET 

day on Monday was devoted to reading – 

more specifically how teachers can help 

students to become better and more fluent 

readers. We invited David Didau (right), a 

prominent educationalist, to train staff on 

strategies for supporting students with their 

reading. The strategies which David focused 

on related to techniques for skimming and 

scanning text.  

Nearly there………. 

Well done to Year 11 students who have 

completed a second week of mock 

examinations. Only two more days to go, with 

Computer Science, Health and Social Care 

and Music next week.  

Students have impressed us with their 

mature approach towards examinations. 

However, there is still an issue with students 

arriving at their exams without the correct 

equipment. Please ensure that your child 

brings the correct equipment to school. 

Have a good week, 

Ann Marie Mulkerins, Headteacher 

The Compton School, Summers Lane, Finchley, N12 0QG      www.thecompton.org.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @thecompton                          Instagram: comptonsixthform 
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Didau 



  

 

 
On Monday 22nd November, part of our INSET 

involved a visit from David Didau, a highly influential 

educationalist on the subject of literacy. We have 

made a conscious decision to prioritise the teaching 

and the promotion of reading. This is because the 

evidence shows that there is a clear link between 

being an frequent reader and academic success 

across all subjects. The effect of cumulative advance 

applies to reading, often known as ‘The Matthew 

Effect.’ The more you read, the easier it becomes to 

be a better reader; the less you read, the harder it 

becomes to improve. This means that a ‘reading 

gap’ can start to emerge between readers and non-

readers, which goes on to affect students’ academic 

success generally. As such, we encourage children 

to read as much as possible in their own time.  

When it comes to reading, there are two main areas 

of reading that are most important for you to be 

aware of as parents:  

Decoding: This is being able to recognise words 

and pronounce them. 

Comprehension: This is the actual understanding 

of what is being read. Strategies children need to 

use in order to comprehend texts are as follows: 

 Visualising what is being read (making ‘mind 

pictures). 

 Linking what they read to what they already 

know. 

 Making connections between different parts 

of the text. 

 Making inferences (like a detective) – can they 

work out the ‘hidden meanings’ in the text? 

 Identifying key words. 

 Using ‘fix-up’ strategies when something they 

are reading doesn’t make sense, such as re-

reading or looking up an unfamiliar word. 

It is possible for a child to be excellent at decoding 

and pronouncing words, but not actually 

understand what they are reading. Conversely, it is 

possibly for a child to have superb comprehension 

skills, but they struggle to recognise and pronounce 

the words.  The ‘Simple View of Reading’ captures 

this idea very well in the graph below.  



  

 

 
Things you can do to support your child’s reading fluency and comprehension at home: 

 Ask them to read aloud to you. If there are mistakes, or your child is frequently stopping and starting, 

ask them to read the passage a second time to help develop their fluency and confidence. Gently provide 

them with feedback and corrections before they do this, and celebrate their success with them the 

second time, when they read with more fluency.  Congratulate them for the effort they have put in! 

 If your child uses their finger to track words, try and encourage them to use a book mark instead if you 

feel a physical prompt is needed. This is because finger following encourages children to see words 

individually rather than group them into phrases, which negatively impacts their comprehension and 

understanding of what the text might mean as a whole.  

 Read chapters from books aloud with them in their entirety, paying close attention to your pauses and 

your phrasing. This might not help your child with their decoding skills, but it will certainly help with their 

comprehension. They don’t have to physically read the words themselves to develop this area! 

 Read sections of text aloud to your child, and ask them to read this back to you. This is called ‘echoed 

reading’ and gives children an opportunity to practise sections of text fluently through paying close 

attention to your example. 

 If your child is in KS3 and is really struggling with their understanding, ask your child to speak with their 

teacher about choosing books at the lower end of their ZPD as part of the Accelerated Reader 

programme in order to build their confidence. Making sure reading books are at the right level of 

difficulty for the child makes a real difference for their independent reading. 

 If your child has completed some reading, ask questions about what they have read. This will get them to 

think, and also, by remembering aspects of the text, it is more likely for the information to go into their 

long-term memory.  

 Make reading a regular enjoyable part of your family routine. 

 

Jen Afghan, Deputy Headteacher 



  

 

 

The Year 11 mock exam period will run from Tuesday 16th November to Tuesday 30th November, with the Art 

exam spanning Friday 12th and Monday 15th November. The full timetable for the exams can be found on the 

following page.  

 

Morning Exams 

If students have a morning exam, they should make their way to school for the normal time of 8.25am. If 

students have a core exam (English, Maths or Science), they should make their way to their Period 1 lesson 

where they will leave their coats and bags, before being brought down to the Hall by their Period 1 teacher. 

If students have an exam which is not one of the core subjects, they should make their way to the cloakroom, 

where they will hang up their bags and coats. Next, they will go to the school café, where they should sit silently 

in their Tutor Group areas. Senior members of staff will then direct them to the Hall. 

Once a morning exam has finished, students should collect their bags and coats and will then be able to have 

their break time during PDT, where they will be supervised by their tutors. 

 

Afternoon Exams 

Where students have an afternoon exam (Period 5), if it is a core exam, students should make their way to their 

normal Period 5 lesson where they will leave bags and coats before being brought down to the Hall. For 

afternoon exams which are not the core subjects, students should make their way to the cloakroom to hang up 

bags and coats before going into the school café. 

On finishing an afternoon exam, students should collect their bags and coats before promptly leaving the school 

site. No after school intervention sessions will run during the mock exam period. 

 

Mock Examination Period 

During this period, if students do not have an exam, all other lessons will run as normal. 

Students are reminded that all other rules and expectations apply as normal during the exam period. 

Time  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before School  Geography  Geography 
History 

Business 
Studies 

 

After School English (Core)  Maths (Core) 
Food & 

Nutrition 

History 
MFL 
DT 

Science 
PE 



  

 



  

 

http://www.thecompton.org.uk/account/login/?redir=/595/applications-for-september-2022


  

 

Dear Parents, 

We are really looking forward to meeting you at the online Parents Webinar next week on ‘Positive 

Relationships with my child’.   

At Khulisa we are passionate about seeing families thrive and young people's social and emotional health 

promoted.  We know how important it is for Parents to feel supported and equipped and hope you will find this 

session informative and helpful. 

The first of three webinars for parents is next Tuesday 30th November, 5pm-6pm and will focus on Positive 

Relationships and include:  Why our teenagers behave the way they do;  Parenting Strategies to support you to 

connect and build positive relationships with your child and Parental Well being; how to take care of yourself as 

you parent your child through the teenage years. 

My name is Helen and I will be delivering the session.  I am a Parenting Coach and Trainer, a parent myself and 

know only too well how challenging parenting a teenager, with all the challenges there are, can be.  I am a birth 

parent, foster carer and adoptive mum and have parented fifteen children with typical challenges, various 

additional needs and developmental trauma.  I've learned some things the hard way but have lots of great things 

to share with you.  The session will be open, honest and full of ideas to help you parent your child. 

Join us: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89755047957?pwd=STlreWkwdHd1QmxvemlSdVV6Z2p2dz09  
Meeting ID: 897 5504 7957  

Passcode: 829442 

There will also be two more sessions to continue this support: 

Tuesday 7th December - 5pm - Nurture, structure and boundaries 

Tuesday 14th December - Managing challenging behaviour 

See you next week, 

Helen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take the LRC classics challenge 

This term we have been asking students to try out a 

classic book from the LRC or from home. These novels, 

many of them written over 100 years ago, are 

challenging due to the often old-fashioned language and 

eras in which children had extremely different 

expectations, education and lifestyles. So far students 

have read and quizzed on favourites such as Little 

Women, Lord of the Rings, Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland, The Wind in the Willows, White Fang and 

Treasure island. Prizes are awarded (one per student per 

term) to successful quizzers. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89755047957?pwd=STlreWkwdHd1QmxvemlSdVV6Z2p2dz09


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Millionaires  

This week we have seen one student clock over 2,000,000 words by reading 

and quizzing consistently. Well done Shoham Solomon 7N. This is an 

achievement. 

The following have all become Word Millionaires: Marbiya Muhtar 9T, Eden 

Pulik 9N, Anya Lazarevic Lewis 8P, Zicheng Zhang 8P,  Ansh Nawathe 7C and 

Tanai Chal 7O. They all receive a certificate and a small prize from the LRC.  

Don't forget that students who are reading shorter books have a chance to 

earn a postcard by quizzing. 

The LRC is on Instagram where we feature books, literary 'photos and 

libraries from around the world. @thecomptonlrc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fixtures 

A huge well done to the year 10 boys football team who played against Wren Academy last week and drew 4-4. 

The boys worked well together and supported one another with them having a 2 goal lead up on Wren 

Academy. 

Another congratulations for the year 11  boys volleyball team who played their first competitive match and 

won against London Academy. The boys have been working really hard every single week in their Friday 

practices and it really showed as they were no match for the other team. 

Taekwondo 

Huge congratulations to Baran Kaywan 10H who recently 

competed in the British Taekwondo National 

Championships and secured a Bronze medal at the 

event.  Baran has now been chosen as a member of the 

British Taekwondo National Team, which is a fantastic 

achievement! 



  

 

PE Extra-Curricular timetable (until 17th December) 

   MON TUES WED THUR FRI 

YR 7 

  

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

Mixed Indoor Games 

Gym 

  

Games include 

dodgeball, Danish long 

ball, bench ball, indoor 

Frisbee, volleyball, 

badminton and many 

others 

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Signup sheet outside of 

the PE department- 20 

spaces. New signup 

sheet each week 

YR 8 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

Mixed Indoor Games 

Gym 

  

Games include 

dodgeball, Danish long 

ball, bench ball, indoor 

Frisbee, volleyball, 

badminton and many 

others 

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Signup sheet outside of 

the PE department- 25 

spaces. New signup 

sheet each week 

YR 9 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

  Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Signup sheet outside of 

the PE department- 25 

spaces. New signup 

sheet each week. 

Y10 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

Girls Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

Astro 

  

Boys Football club 

Please bring shin pads 

 Girls Netball club 

Playground 

  

Boys & Girls Rugby club 

Please bring boots 

Field/Astro 

Girls Fitness club 

Fitness suite 

  

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Girls Volleyball 

Sports hall 

Y11 

3:10 – 4:10pm 

   Girls Netball club 

Playground 

Girls Fitness club 

Fitness suite  

Mixed Table Tennis  

Sports Hall 

  

Boys Volleyball 

Gym 

  

Extra-Curricular timetable – Autumn Term 2021 
  

   MON TUES WED THUR FRI 

  

  

KS3 

  
  

Year 8 Drama 
Club - 

Ms Stanton DR1 
  

Maths Drop in 
Clinic – 

Mr Heron & Mr 
Steele 
MG1 

 
Year 10 Science 

Club - 
Miss Shuman M3 

Art Club 
Years 7, 8, 

9 
Ms Spark 

Art1 
  

 

Computing – Ms 
Yarwood SG1 

  
Cooking Club – Ms 

Binns G7 
  

Table Top Gaming – 
Mr Pearce G4 

  
Product Design Club 

– Mr Hall G6 
 

Music – Vocal Group 
– Ms Barlow Hall 

Geography – Global Citizen Club 
Miss Kibblewhite - HT4 

  
Year 7 Drama Club - 

Ms Kurland DR2 
  

History and RE Club – Mrs 
Khanom 

ST6 
  

Instrumental Ensemble 
Ms Barlow – Music 1 

  
KS3 Science Club – 

Miss Shuman M3 

Year 9 - 
Drama 
Club 

Ms Jokay 
DR3 



  

 

This week’s film is The Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89755047957?pwd=STlreWkwdHd1QmxvemlSdVV6Z2p2dz09
https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2021/nov/18/the-eu-border-where-refugees-are-treated-as-human-weapons-podcast
https://time.com/6119488/belarus-poland-border-dispute-humanitarian/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHXlvG7S8mI


  

 

Diffusion and Cementation 

Last Thursday, team diffusion and team cementation were engaged in an exciting head-to-head walking 

water competition. Both teams first had to figure out how they could get coloured water to step out of a 

glass and into another using tissue roll and plastic cups. They then had to rearrange the cups to create a 

shape that is scientifically relevant and give a short presentation explaining what shape they decided to 

make. Team diffusion made a water molecule as water is vital for all known forms of life, while team 

cementation made the infinity symbol to show the infinite possibilities in science. Both teams did extremely 

well, and we had to get a third judge involved to decide who would be the winner. After thorough 

discussion, we concluded that the winning team would be team cementation.  

Congratulations to both teams for their amazing work!  

A big thank you to our year 12 scientists Badra and Ikran for helping with the club!  

Chemical Reactions 

Year 8’s have been looking recently at the periodic table and chemical 

reactions. Take a look at the copper sulphate crystals we were able to 

produce over the last week!  

(Pictured Right: Jeremiah and Adam 8M) 



  

 

  

 

 

Key Stage 3 Drama Clubs 

Rehearsals are underway for the end of term 

Monday, 2.50pm—4:30pm  Year 8  

Thursday, 2:45pm—4:30pm Year 7 

Friday, 2:50pm—4:30pm Year 9 

Drama Club Showcase dates for your diary:  

Monday 6th December 6pm – Year 7, 8 & 9 Drama 

Club Showcases 

A letter will be sent home soon, which will enable 

parents to request tickets for this event.  

Year 9 Drama Workshop—Voice Box 

Year 9 students enjoyed a workshop with Voice Box Theatre Company on Friday 26th November. The themes 

of the workshop were masculinity and wellbeing.  

 Skill Up Programme for Year 9  

The drama department are working with Mousetrap Theatre 

Projects to deliver a series of Skills Workshops to Year 9 

students as a taster of GCSE Drama. The skills explored will be 

Stage Combat, Contemporary Acting Techniques and Stage 

Make Up and special effects. These workshops will take place 

on Wednesday 8th December.  

Visit from the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts (RADA)  

We are thrilled to be welcoming second year acting students from 

RADA to perform their ‘Shakespeare for Young Audiences’ version of 

Julius Caesar, directed by Che Walker. They will be in school on Thursday 9th December. Year 11 and 12 

Drama students will be invited to watch the performance. Additionally, some of the actors will be returning on 

Monday 13th December to run a workshop, based on the themes of the play, with the Year 12 A Level 

Drama students.  

Year 7 

Forty Year 7 students visited the Chckenshed Theatre (right) on 

Thursday 25th November to watch their Christmas Show – Ever After. 

The students (and staff!) had a great time and were fantastic 

ambassadors for the school. It was great to spot some Compton and ex-

Compton students on stage too! Thank you to Ms Hughes for 

accompanying the drama department on the trip.  



  

 

 

 

 

How to Study Maths: 7 Tips for Solving Maths Problems 

Mathematics is a subject that you cannot avoid. Some love it, but sometimes people can fear it. The 

importance of maths for students has never been greater. STEM subjects are the basis for 

technologies of tomorrow. Most university courses include some level of maths while almost every 

profession uses maths in some form on a daily basis. The problem many students have is that they 

don’t know how to study maths to get good results. 

Maths is one of those subjects which you can easily spend hours studying, but end up none the 

wiser. However, much you have studied, if you cannot solve the problem on day of the test, you are 

lost. Thankfully, there are some techniques for studying maths that you can do regardless of your 

level.  

1. Practice, Practice & More Practice 

It is impossible to study maths properly by just 

reading and listening. To study maths you have to 

roll up your sleeves and actually solve some 

problems.  The more you practice answering maths 

problems, the better. Each problem has its own 

characteristics and it’s important to have solved it in 

numerous ways before tackling the exam. There is 

no escaping this reality, to do well in a Maths exam 

you need to have solved a LOT of mathematical 

problems beforehand. 

2. Review Errors 

When you’re practising with these problems, it’s 

important to work through the process for each 

solution. If you have made any mistakes, you 

should review them and understand where your 

problem-solving skills let you down. Understanding 

how you approached the problem and where you 

went wrong is a great way of becoming stronger 

and avoiding the same mistakes in the future. 

3. Master the Key Concepts 

Do not try to memorise the processes. This is 

counter-productive. It is much better and rewarding 

in the long-run to focus on understanding the 

process and logic that is involved. This will help you 

understand how you should approach such 

problems in the future. 

Remember that Maths is a sequential subject so it’s 

important to have a firm understanding of the key 

concepts that underpin a mathematical topic before 

moving on to work on other, more complex 

solutions which are based on understanding the 

basics. 

4. Understand your Doubts 

Sometimes you can get stuck trying to solve part of 

a maths problem and find it difficult to move on to 

the next stage.  It’s common for many students to 

skip this question and continue on to the next. You 

should avoid doing this and instead spend time 



  

 

 

 

trying to understand the process of solving the 

problem. Once you have grasped an understanding 

of the initial problem, you can use this as a stepping 

stone to progress to the remainder of the question. 

Remember: Maths requires time and patience to 

master. 

It is a good idea to study with a friend who you can 

consult with and bounce ideas off when trying to 

solve complex problems. 

5. Create a Distraction Free Study Environment 

Mathematics is a subject that requires 

more concentration than any other. A proper study 

environment and a distraction free area could be 

the determining factor when solving complex 

equations or problems in geometry, algebra or 

trigonometry! 

Studying with music can help create a relaxing 

atmosphere and stimulate the flow of information. 

Having suitable background music can foster an 

environment of maximum concentration.  

6. Create a Mathematical Dictionary 

Mathematics has specific terminology with a lot 

of vocabulary. We suggest you 

create Notes or Flashcards with all the concepts, 

terminology and definitions you need to know. You 

should include their meanings, some key points and 

even some sample answers so you can consult them 

at any time and recap. 

7. Apply Maths to Real World Problems 

As much as possible, try to apply real-world 

problems when approaching maths. Maths can be 

very abstract sometimes so looking for a practical 

application can help change your perspective and 

assimilate ideas differently. 

Probability, for example, can be used in everyday 

life to predict the outcome of something happening 

and determine whether you want to take a risk such 

as if you should buy a lottery ticket or gamble. 

Oh and don’t forget that it’s also important to have 

confidence in yourself and face the exam knowing 

that you have prepared properly! 



  

 

KEYDATES                        

November 
30th   Science Enrichment/Careers/Women in STEM Event  

December 
1st Year 11 Sixth Form Taster Day 1st Flu Nasal Vaccinations  

2nd Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge (Year 10) 3rd IET Faraday Challenge Day (Year 8) 

6th Year 7, 8 & 9 Drama Club Showcase (6pm)  6th Year 11 Triple Science Enrichment Day  

 9th  Year 10 Parent's Evening  9th RADA Shakespeare Production (pm)  

10th Year 11/12 Art trip - Tate Modern  13th Year 12 Drama Workshop (P5&6) RADA 

 14th Christmas Concert (7pm) 15th Student Xmas Lunch 

15th Sixth Form Measure for Globe Trip (7:30pm)   

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_L6uBw4QkQ7uUsWAGC2X0Ew
https://eedi.com/school-league/TCS-FILE-02/Departments/Jsmith/Barnet


  

 

https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/register
https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/register
https://schoolgateway.co.uk/help/

