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Dear Parents

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

I have been delighted to have

NEWS AND
EVENTS

welcomed our students back

into school this half term and I
have been very pleased with
the way they have seamlessly transitioned back

WORD OF
THE WEEK

into learning in their classrooms. On Wednesday
of this week, we also hit our attendance target of
97%. I very much hope that this continues.
Now that we are coming towards the end of the

SPOTLIGHT
ON….

first half term I wanted to take the opportunity to
update you on key aspects of teaching and
learning, so that you can feel confident that
quality of education your child will receive going

THOUGHT
FOR THE
WEEK

forward will be of the highest quality, with little or
no interruption.
We as a school are very aware that nothing can
replace face to face teaching and whilst we do not

Jesse Owens was an American track and field
athlete and four-time gold medallist in the 1936
been planning for all possible eventualities. These
Olympic Games.
range from the self-isolation of an individual
anticipate a second national lockdown, we have

student to the large scale complete closure of the Owens specialized in the sprints and the long
school.
jump, and was recognized in his lifetime as
Despite the efforts of all the staff at The Compton "perhaps the greatest and most famous athlete
School during the last lockdown, we fully in track and field history". He set three world
appreciate that at times there were many records and tied another, all in less than an hour
at the 1935 Big Ten track meet in Ann Arbor,
challenges for our students and their families,
Michigan — a feat that has never been equalled
when trying to ‘home learn’. I would like to stress
and has been called "the greatest 45 minutes
that at this time, there are no plans for a Compton ever in sport“.
closure or indeed a two week half term which has
been mentioned in the media. However, I would He achieved international fame at the 1936
like to ensure that we are ready for any Summer Olympics in Berlin, Germany, by winning
eventuality and reassure you that your child will four gold medals: 100 meters, long jump, 200
meters, and 4 × 100-meter relay. He was the
be able to continue with their learning.
most successful athlete at the Games and, as a
black man, was credited with "single-handedly
Ann Marie Mulkerins - Headteacher
crushing Hitler's myth of Aryan supremacy",
although he "wasn't invited to the White House
to shake hands with the President, either".

Remote Education
Mr Hammond, Associate Headteacher, who leads on
Teaching and Learning, has been working on the
possible future scenarios which we may be faced with.

Scenario 1: Your child is required to self-isolate
at home, up to 14 days, but the rest of the class
remain in school with their teacher.
In this situation it would not be possible for the teacher to ‘live teach’ your child as they will be with the
other students in the classroom. The teacher will therefore provide the work that your child is missing
through either our MS Teams platform or through Show my Homework.

Scenario 2: The entire class or the entire year group has been sent
home to self-isolate, for a period of 14 days.
In this situation, all of the lessons that your child would have had, will be taught
‘live’, by their teacher, through MS Teams, at the time they appear on the
timetable. This will be to all year groups and this is a significant change to the last
lockdown, when priority was given to the exam year groups.

All students have been receiving homework in MS Teams to help them remember
how to use this platform and we have been doing refresher training in PDT
sessions at school as well.
The class teacher may at times also set work to be completed ‘off-line’ by
students during their lesson time; this is called ‘blended learning’ and you should
expect teachers to use both approaches.

Scenario 3: The local area or country enters an extended
period of lockdown that may exceed two weeks.
In this situation, all the above applies. We now have all the systems
and expertise in place to deliver ‘blended learning’ directly to your
child, whilst they are away from school.
In school, our teachers are working incredibly hard to develop the new
skill sets required for this blended approach and I am confident that if
necessary, we can move immediately to a remote education provision
that will continue to support your child’s learning from home.
I hope that this has given some reassurance that the school has
made significant leaps forward since the last national lockdown
and we are now in a position to offer every child the same home
learning experience, if it is needed.

Spotlight on…. Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE)
What RSHE is…
RSHE builds on knowledge, understanding, skills, attributes and values from
primary phase. Relationship, Sex and Health Education acknowledges and
addresses the changes that young people experience, such as transition to
secondary, adolescence and increasing independence and responsibility. It teaches
the knowledge and skills which equip young people for the opportunities and
challenges of life and how to manage diverse relationships, online lives and the
increasing influence of peers and the media.
The importance of RSHE for our young people…
It is important that young people learn about RSHE so they can make informed decisions that will protect their
well-being, to keep them safe and aware. It enables students to prepare for life outside of education, to ensure
that they are fully equipped not just in terms of academic skills but also those life skills that are important for
personal development. This is an opportunity for life success and laying firm foundations for the young people's
lives. It is a way of breaking down taboos and barriers - helping young people to consider what is important to
them. It covers essential content that is not covered in any other area in our national curriculum. It is learning
that goes beyond school and exams and is vital to enable our young people to live safe and happy lives and to
support them in developing the inter and interpersonal skills to make well-informed choices within school and
beyond.
Changes to the statutory guidance
The new curriculum has been compulsory from September 2020. The Relationships Education, Relationships and
Sex Education and Health Education and Social Work Act, makes Relationships and Sex Education (RSE)
compulsory for all students receiving secondary education. Health Education is also compulsory in all schools.
How the school is delivering the new RSHE curriculum
The school will be delivering RSHE through our Pastoral Curriculum which focuses on the core themes of Health
and Wellbeing, Relationships and Living in the Wider World. We will include topics such as mental wellbeing,
emotional health within relationships and sexual relationships and health. We will also deliver units on
relationships focusing on families, marriage and having children, alongside respectful relationships, including
friendships. We will also deliver sessions on online and media presence, youth generated sexual imagery,
pornography and being safe and the legalities of sexual relations. We will also consider honour based violence,
careers, refugees and drugs/tobacco/alcohol abuse as well as basic first aid.
So, as you can see, the breadth of the curriculum is very wide ranging but - we think - very informative and
hopefully very engaging for our students. We are currently working on the development of the RSHE page of the
website so that we can share full details of the curriculum content with you.
Louise Ismail, Associate Headteacher

Public Exams in 2021
On Monday, the Secretary of State made a statement in which he outlined that GCSE and A Level exams will go ahead next summer.
Most exams will be delayed by about 3 weeks, taking place between
7thJune and 2nd July. One maths and one English GCSE exam will be held
just before the May half term, giving any student who needs to selfisolate during the exam period the best possible chance of still taking a
paper in each of these core subjects. Some A levels with typically small numbers of students entering will also be
scheduled in the days just before half term. Vocational qualifications will be aligned with the same dates for
GCSE and A levels.

Results day will be Tuesday 24th August for A level and Friday 27th August for GCSES. There is
however, a long way to go until we get to June 2021 and a lot can change. I will keep you updated with any key
changes as soon as I know about them.
Ann Marie Mulkerins - Headteacher

Extracurricular Activities at The Compton School
This is the schedule for the extra-curricular activities at The Compton School this week. We would encourage all
students to read through the schedules.
Please make sure you know if your child is attending a club as they are unable to use the telephones to call
you and will therefore be home later.

English GCSE Updates
If you are a parent of a Year 11 student, please read the information below which will explain AQA’s planned
changes to this year’s English GCSEs. These changes will be greatly beneficial to your child and will ensure they
are able to meet their full potential in their examinations. They also mean that by the end of the Autumn Term,
students will have been taught all of the content for their exams; the rest of the time we will be able to spend
revising past content and exam technique.
English Language Update
There are no proposed changes to the English Language exams
English Literature Update: there are still two exams for Literature

Paper 1 is now worth 46% of students’ GCSE grade
It consists of two sections
Section A is on ‘An Inspector Calls’. Students will have a choice of two questions and should only answer one
question. They will have 50 minutes to write their response
Section B is on ‘A Christmas Carol’. Students will be given an extract and a question. They will have 50
minutes to write their response
There are no marks for Spelling, Punctuation or Grammar for Paper 1 this year
Students will have a short break in the exam room as Section A is collected and Section B is distributed
Paper 2 is now worth 54% of students’ GCSE grade
It consists of two sections
Students will be marked on their Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar in both sections
The exam will last 1 hour and 45 minutes
Section A is on ‘Macbeth’. Students will be given an extract and a question. Students should spend 55
minutes writing their response
Section B is on Unseen Poetry. Students will have 50 minutes to answer two questions on poems they have
not learnt in class

PE News
This may not appeal to all but some of you who like a challenge may be interested.
During November myself and some of my Year 13 A Level PE students will be challenging ourselves to complete a certain
amount of mileage in the month.
You have to decide:
1. how you are going to cover the set distance (e.g. walking, running, cycling or swimming)
2. how far you want to go (e.g. 10k, half marathon, marathon)
3. a charity you would like to support (when you buy your medal some of that money goes straight to that charity - you
can choose to raise more if you like but its not a requirement)
I've put two websites here for you to see, one is medals only www.medalmad.com and the other is medals which link to
charities www.racethedistance.com.
For those of you who support Movember you could double up and exercise at
the same time :-)
On Tuesday 1st December we will take a photo of all our challengers with their
medals for the website and newsletter.

I hope someone of you will get involved.
Good luck,
Nicki Milne
2 i/c PE Department

Clubs at The Compton
‘Excellence for All’

Creative Writing Club is Back!
Hi year 8s! Our first Year 8 Creative Writing Club session
was last Wednesday 7th October and we had lots of fun.
The theme for writing was superheroes and we created
comic strips based on our favourite superhero, or on one
we made up. We also played a game of ‘Guess the
Superhero’ in which year 8 students acted out a famous
superhero, without speaking, and others had to guess
who it was. If you enjoy writing, or want to experiment
more with a range of different types of writing genres
and techniques, then Creative Writing Club is the place
to go! We run sessions every other week (A1 and B1) on
a Wednesday in T7 from 2:45 – 3:45pm. Mr. Lee and Ms.
Houghton run the club and will be running competitions,
with prizes and certificates up for grabs, throughout the
year. Come and join us and have fun, whilst also
improving your creative writing.

CELEBRATING DIFFERENCES: WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 2020
World Mental Health Day was on 10th October and the theme for this year is ‘mental health for all’, focusing on
inclusivity and celebrating our differences.

Students

LRC News

Drama Stars
Well done to the students who have gone above and
beyond in Drama this week, creating fantastic group work
and making sophisticated contributions to class
discussions:
Year 7
Nasy Pearce
Hazel Lewis
Melissa Mina
Maggie Williams
Amadou Bah

Thank-you to all those
students who have returned
their library books from
before Lockdown. You have
helped your form in our great Book Return
Challenge.
8S and 9H are currently in the lead, so thanks also
to form tutors Maria Pitsillides, Hazel Adnitt and
Kalipso Panagi for their encouragement.
The final tally will determine who wins the treats
next week.

Year 8
Itai Insler
Soren Nabipour
Sophia Mohamud
Atif Aziz
Edward Hankin
Vinnie Falzone
Saya Gacayan
Year 9
Luca Majmudar
Jack Henwood-Pledger
Yasir Abdi
Ruby Hossack
Jahari Keshi-Clunis
Leo Levy-Wade
Sophia Mbazira
Era Berisha
Jolie Martin
Year 10
Blessing Tono - homework
Rachel Samuels - excellent devising skills demonstrated.
Year 11
Zara Russell - Commitment to learning
Andrew Buckingham - For taking on feedback linked to his
portfolio and exceeding his target grade through
meticulous editing.
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Y13 PARENTS EVENING

Half Term

Return to School—Week B2
Y11 PARENTS EVENING
Y7 Flu Vaccinations
6th Form OPEN EVENING (virtual)

