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Parents - please can you share this newsletter 

with your child each week. 

Message from the Headteacher 

Dear Parent, 

Following the recent government 

directive which all schools are 

required to follow, I am writing to 

you now to acknowledge the uncomfortable truth 

that we will regrettably not see students in Years 7

-9 able to return to school before the summer 

holiday. This makes the remote learning we 

provide to students in these year groups 

especially important in the coming weeks – 

something which is recognised by all of our 

teachers.  We are therefore moving towards the 

use of MS Teams and live clinics with Key Stage 3. 

Our intention for this term is to ensure that all 

students can access this platform and feel 

comfortable with its use. I am also hoping that this 

change will help students feel reconnected to the 

school and to each other. Mr Hammond has 

written a separate article detailing our plans for 

Key Stage 3 later in this newsletter. 

In line with the same government directive, we 

have written separately to the parents of Year 10 

and Year 12 students outlining our plans for their 

partial return to school from 29th June. We hope 

that these students have found the first 

Assessment Week beneficial in consolidating their 

learning from across the year and we have been 

very impressed with work submitted by students 

so far. 

As a school, we are committed to improvement 

and found the feedback from the parent surveys 

back in April invaluable. We are also starting 

student consultation groups so that we can gain 

further feedback from our students about what is 

working well and where we can make further 

improvements to our systems.  

Please encourage your child to take part in Mr 

Crump’s enrichment activity, where students are 

challenged to design, build and market a product 

using recyclable materials from their home. I am 

certainly looking forward to seeing the end 

results and hearing the sales pitches. I am sure 

that it will be just as entertaining as any 

Dragon’s Den episode. I would also like to 

continue to direct students to the enrichment 

activities suggested by departments and on 

Show my Homework Wellbeing Wednesdays.  

I want to express my thanks to so many staff 

who have worked tirelessly in recent weeks 

including the Site, Finance, Admin and Senior 

Leadership Teams. They have revised existing 

policies and developed new ones, installed new 

resources, displays and equipment and have 

transformed the school site alongside producing 

new timetables. Teachers are all looking forward 

to welcoming more students back into school 

and are understandably focussed on 

implementing new practices to ensure we keep 

ourselves and our students safe, many of which 

we expect to be in force in September at the 

start of the new school year. 

I also acknowledge the burden placed on our 

parents in providing continued encouragement 

to your child during this remote learning period. 

I know that it is not easy on top of your own jobs 

and pressures at home. I appreciate your 

support which is making a significant difference 

to our students and their learning.   

Ann Marie Mulkerins, Headteacher 

ParentPay Update   

The finance team have been working with     

ParentPay to enable us to provide refunds on 

trips that had to be cancelled due to school 

closure. This system in now in place and       

refunds have been issued for the following 

trips:  

Year 13 Theatre Trip to Stratford East  

Year 11 Theatre Trip ‘The Play that Goes 

Wrong’.  Year 7 Barleylands Trip  

Parents need to log into ParentPay to activate 

these refunds. If you have any queries, please 

contact office@thecompton.org.uk   

mailto:office@thecompton.org.uk


Spotlight On…  
Key Stage 3 Remote Teaching on MS Teams 
 

From next week, we will begin to use MS Teams with 

our Key Stage 3 students to add variety to our teaching 

methods used and to provide some further interactivity 

in their learning. We hope that this platform will help to 

reconnect students with school and their teachers and 

will increase motivation, easing the natural anxieties 

they may have about their learning. It is highly likely we 

will need some form of blended home/school-based 

learning in the future, so the work done now will also 

ensure our students can be fully ready to start the new 

term in September. 

We know that for our students and parents in Key 

Stage 3 this will be welcome news and an opportunity 

to re-engage with both teachers and the other peers. 

We will be using the experience already gained in 

rolling this out to Year 10 and 12 students to ensure 

that this next phase proceeds as smoothly as possible.  

We do anticipate that there may be some initial 

teething issues for students in getting used to accessing 

and using MS Teams rooms and they will need some 

training in how to be a student in a ‘virtual school’.  We 

will be supporting our students with clear guidance and 

a video tutorial that has already been posted by Mr 

Simkins on Show my Homework to help students 

through the steps to log on to Office365 and access MS 

Teams. If problems arise with this process, students 

should email  loginhelp@thecompton.org.uk to reset 

their password, or if they need any further support. 

The table below sets out what we are striving to 

achieve in the coming weeks and what we will embed 

as the new norm moving forward: 

As you can see, we will continue to set work on Show 

my Homework to compliment the work being 

completed in the live lessons. Teachers will be following 

the school timetable and hosting their lessons at the time 

they would normally have had the class to avoid clashes. 

However, as previously explained, this will not be for every 

lesson and teachers will send clear instructions via Show my 

Homework as to when live lessons will be taking place on MS 

Teams.  

We continue to be impressed by the reports of student 

endeavours during this period of school closure and are 

extremely proud of the high-quality work produced by 

students in Key Stage 3. We have tried to share some of this 

with you in the weekly newsletter and showcase it on the 

school website. 

The teaching staff at The Compton School are themselves 

learning new ways to teach remotely and use the full 

potential of MS Teams to ensure our students receive the 

best possible education. So far, we have only just started to 

understand what might be possible with MS Teams, but I fully 

expect our teaching staff to be leading the way nationally 

soon.   

Andrew Hammond, Associate Headteacher  

 

 
Gillian Leigh Anderson, OBE, is an American-British        
actress. Her credits include the roles of FBI Special Agent 
Dane Scully in the long-running series The X Files and 
many other award winning TV shows on the BBC and 
Netflix. Among other honours, Anderson has won a 
Primetime Emmy Award, a BAFTA and a Golden Globe. 
Gillian is a mother of three who talks openly about her 
sexuality in the media and has spoken about her             
relationships being  about loving another human being; 
and   gender being  irrelevant. 
Pride Month takes place in June and is an annual           
celebration of the LGBT community. 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

Subject Live Lessons Work set via 
SMHK 

Key Stage 3 
  

Music; Art; Drama; 
MFL; History; Ge-
ography; DT; PE; 
Science in year 7 

One lesson every 
two weeks as a 

minimum. 

Work will continue 
to be set over the 

two weeks, to 
support the live 

lesson- the num-
ber will vary from 
subject to subject 

Key Stage 3  
Core Subjects 

 Maths; English;  
Science 

One lesson every 
week. 

Work set weekly 
to support the live 

teaching and to 
reflect more 

taught periods 



The Compton 6th Form 
 
New Single 
Wonderful Year 12 student Natalie Large has recently written and re-
leased a fantastic single that you can listen to on Spotify. Simply search 
'Natalie Large' to listen to her new single 'Quiet'. Natalie has shared with 
us the personal reasons behind writing the song and how music brings 
her comfort and security in times of difficulty. 
  
I wrote the song ‘Quiet’ to get through some of the struggles in my life 
last year. The song is about the feeling of when everything gets too much 
and too hectic and all of that noise simply becomes silence because of 
how loud it is. I felt like nobody really understood me and I longed for 
someone to understand. Music has been a way for me to cope with issues 
I face in my life and I hope it can bring some comfort to anyone who may 
have their own struggles.  

Poetry 
 

Kat Adams in Year 12 wrote a poem for Exposure a couple months ago 
and it has recently been selected for London Youth's Poetry               
Publication! 
The full magazine can be found here: 
http://exposure.org.uk/2020/01/poem-rivers-of-plastic-flowing/ 
 

Rivers of plastic flowing 
Next to the half dead trees. 
Is this what you think of 
When you remember me? 
 
The oceans are rising, 
The floods are pouring, 
The evidence is there 
So why do we deny it? 
 
The animals are dying 
And the grasslands are drying 
The environment is crashing 
Why are we not crying? 
 
The polar bear’s ice has melted 
And frozen in our greedy hearts 
And yet we’re not concerned about 
Where our products start. 
 
Rivers of plastic flow 
Next to the dried up trees. 
This is not what I want you to think of 
When you remember me. 

http://exposure.org.uk/2020/01/poem-rivers-of-plastic-flowing/


Wellbeing Tips… 

Maintain connections 

Even the most introverted of us need some sense 
of connection to others for our mental as well as 
our physical health. Many working groups have 
created virtual forums where you can contribute 
or just sit back and enjoy the chatter. Staff teams 
have instigated virtual coffee groups, online book 
clubs and co-working spaces where you can work 
in the (virtual) presence of others. We are in social 
isolation, but we need not feel alone. Reach out to 
those who might be particularly isolated. 

 
App Programming 
With ACERA Summer School and Personal Robotics at the MIT Media Lab, four Compton students, Ved Patel (Y8), 
Shreya Shah (Y8), Pimpa Tawinampant (Y8) and Briana Avanu (Y7) completed an online course on app programming 
and artificial intelligence last week with university students out of MIT. They were chosen to participate because their 
excellent work in Design and Technology.  
We are so proud of them!  

LRC News 
AR champions 
 

 



Drama Stars 
 
A special well done this week to these students. 

Year 7 - Taksh Pujara and Catherine Hatt , Carlos Espinosa, Saya Gulcan,  Reed Kenny and Ellen 
Furness - wonderful detail in your character table. 
 
Year 8 - Eva Shah and Tarlan Mohammadi for creating some brilliant extension tasks for the His 
Dark materials SOW. 
 
Year 9 - Gianluca for his lovely creative writing for the War unit, Alisha Shah - Good detailed planning and        
organisation - excellent! Rosie Swindells - Good attention to detail - and always submitting work every 
week! Emma Payne - Fantastic voice recording of Dulce Et Decorum Est - well done! 
 
Year 10 - Savannah Dessouky for really improving her written skills for the Drama paper in preparation for      
assessment. 

INSTRUMENTAL AND VOCAL LESSONS 
  
We have recently received information from BEAT (Barnet Education Arts 
Trust, the provider of The Compton’s visiting music teachers) stating that 
parents can now book online instrumental and vocal lessons directly 
through them, using the following web page, which also contains lots of 

useful information about lessons: https://beatrust.org.uk/enrol/online-lessons/    
 
I would encourage all parents to sign up for online lessons at this time if you are in a position to do so.  Online 
lessons can work very successfully and are a fantastic way to maintain your child’s musical progress when       
options regarding face-to-face lessons are likely to be limited for a significant period of time.  
 
Please note that payment for online lessons will be via the above link and not through ParentPay.  Lessons for 
this term will continue into August, to ensure that students receive the usual number of 10 lessons.   
The deadline for lessons this term has been extended to June 22nd, after which, parents may start booking     
lessons for the Autumn Term.  BEAT currently expect all lessons in the Autumn Term to be online as well.  There 
is currently no deadline for booking online lessons beginning in the Autumn Term. 
  
All refunds for this term’s face-to-face lessons have now been issued to ParentPay accounts.  To access your 
refund, you should log in to your ParentPay account and follow the instructions on how to make a              
withdrawal.  
  
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me on  
katie.padilla-jones@thecompton.org.uk. 

https://beatrust.org.uk/enrol/online-lessons/
mailto:katie.padilla-jones@thecompton.org.uk


Artists of The Week 

Aleesa Bheekun - Year 8        Tiffany Lau -Year 9 

 

PE News 
 
Football is back! 
 
On 13th March 2020 the Premier league was post-
poned due to COVID-19 with aims to be back in place 
by the start of April. With that failing and the last 
Premier League game having been played on 9th 
March 2020 by Leicester City and Aston Villa, football 
and sports fans have been without football for just 
over three months. However, football is back with the first returning game held on Wednesday 17th June 
2020! 
 
Despite not being able to support their teams live within the stadium many fans are overjoyed and ecstatic 
that football is returning to their screens. Some have even described it as their pride and joy returning and 
many are glad to have something to follow and watch while they are at home with not much else to do. It is a 
great sign to see sports coming back into our lives, especially during this time as it unites 
us all together and can give us all a small part of normality back as we patiently wait for 
the bigger, brighter  future. 
 
This week’s 60 second challenge is by Miss Milne and is the 60 second star jump chal-
lenge. Miss Milne is able to do 66 star jumps in 60 seconds How many can you 
do? https://youtu.be/RJV9SdTmeRQ 
The video can be accessed through the link or on our YouTube account called  
'The Compton School PE'. A new challenge is posted each week so get involved and     
submit your scores via Show My Homework. 

Rachel Williams—Year 8 

https://youtu.be/RJV9SdTmeRQ%E2%80%8B


 KEYDATES                                                  

Jul   

20:  End of Term 

   

   

                            Students                                           

R.I.P. Bob the Street Cat 

He couldn’t hold a pen, he 

couldn’t type on a keyboard but 

this fellow became one of the 

biggest literary sensations this 

country has ever known. He was Bob the Streetcat.  

This week, Bob passed away at the age of 14. His 

story was so moving that over 8 million copies of the 

book were bought and in 2016 a movie was made. 

Both his owner, James Bowen and Bob were 

homeless in 2007 when James began to look after 

him. The guitarist and Big Issue seller took Bob along 

to his busking sessions in Covent Garden, where the 

wonderful cat attracted a lot of attention. 

In a statement on the official Facebook page for 

Bowen’s books, the author said Bob had saved his life.  

“It’s as simple as that. He gave me so much more than 

companionship. With him at my side, I found a 

direction and purpose that I’d been missing.” He said 

the success they found together was “miraculous”, 

adding: “He’s met thousands of people, touched 

millions of lives. There’s never been a cat like him. 

And never will again. I feel like the light has gone out 

in my life. I will never forget him.” 

Paul McNamee, editor of The Big Issue, said that Bob 

represented a second chance and 

hope and never giving up on 

somebody, things that are 

hardwired into The Big Issue 

DNA. 

Bob’s first book is available in the 

LRC. 

AR Millionaires 
This week Year 7 are the AR 
stars! We are delighted to 
see that three more students 
have become AR Word 
Millionaires. 
Congratulations! Certificates 
and prizes will be handed 
out upon our return to 
school.  
Carlos Espinosa 7N 
Gracie Moran 7N 
Alex Konstantaras 7S 
 
Well done to Tenesha Whittaker 7M for reaching 
over 2 million words.  
Keep reading and quizzing! 

 

 

 



WORKING FROM HOME 
Newsletter@thecompton.org.uk 

A big thank you to Joshua, Charlie, Sahil and Marika for sending us photos of your homework and photos of 

working at home.  

The next newsletter will be published on Friday, 26th June, until 

then stay safe and keep sending the wonderful photos in. 

Food Preparation & Nutrition 
This weeks theme is: Rice 

Students were tasked with making a dish which celebrated their cultures. Typically, 
we would make Risotto in school, often people perceive it to be quite 'fancy'... it is 
really quite simple and easy to make. Once again it was difficult to choose the 
superstars this week.  

A big thank you to Emily, Saffron, Max, Maryem, Vivaan, Freddie and Sophie K for 
sending your photos in, keep up the great work.  


