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Parents - please can you share this newsletter 

with your child each week. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Dear Parent 

To mark the 75th Anniversary of VE 
day on Friday 8th May, there will be a 
national silence at 11.00am. Although 
we are not together as a whole 
school community, we can still all mark this 
important date by holding the silence in homes. 
This whole experience, which has reduced our 
personal freedom, certainly makes it easier to 
empathise about past historical events and 
sacrifices and how we should never take anything 
for granted. Freedom is fragile. Our history 
department have produced an additional 
assembly with audio which we would like all 
students to view on Friday morning, so that they 
understand the importance of the day.  
Weekly assemblies for each year group will 
continue to run at 10.35am. Please ensure that 
your child views the assembly so that they are not 
missing any important messages, for example, 
there are key messages for Year 11 hoping to 
transition into the Sixth Form. 
Thank you for your detailed and informative 
recent feedback (via form tutor calls and the 
parent survey). We have spent time this week 
collating and reviewing responses. Attached to 
this newsletter are some responses to the most 
commonly asked questions. We were so pleased 
with what you said we were doing very well and 
we have much food for thought as to how to 
make things even better! As communicated 
previously, we continue to keep all aspects of 
Teaching and Learning under review and will of 
course communicate any changes to 
arrangements with you via the newsletter.  
I am sure that you, like I, are anxiously awaiting 
the government’s announcement on Sunday for 
further developments on how we “exit” lockdown 
and return to school. The headlines can be 
confusing, conflicting and overwhelming, due to 
the situation being so complex and unchartered. I 
like this quote by George Bernard Shaw, as it 
illustrates that all voices: scientists, doctors, 

politicians, planners, educationists, need to be 
listened to help us plan for every eventuality.   
“Both optimists and pessimists contribute to 
society. The optimist invents the aeroplane, the 
pessimist the parachute.”  
Thank you too, for sending in examples of your 
child’s work. I wish you and your families a 
happy and healthy bank holiday weekend.  
Ann Marie Mulkerins Headteacher 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

How you can join the UK to channel the 1945 
spirit of the nation during the lockdown? 
 

11am: A two-minute silence will be held to   
honour the service and sacrifice of the wartime 
generation and reflect on the devastating        
impact Covid-19 has had on so many lives across 
the world. 
11.15am: The nation is invited to join in with the 
Royal British Legion’s VE Day 75 Livestream. 
Grab a cup of tea and tune in as the generations 
of the Second World War and today are brought 
together to chat about their shared experiences. 
The 45-minute programme will feature stories 
from those who served and sacrificed, as well as 
recognising the difficulties people are                
experiencing today. 
3pm: The Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of World 
War Two. Take part by raising a glass, cheering 
and clapping on your doorsteps and saying: “To 
those who gave so much, we thank you.” 

9pm: A pre-recorded address by the Queen will 
be broadcast at the exact moment her father, 
King George VI, gave a radio address on May 8 
1945. 
9pm: Fancy a sing-along? After the Queen’s    
address, the nation is invited to come together 
in a rendition of Vera Lynn’s We’ll Meet Again 
on BBC One. 



6th Form News 

We have been asking students via twitter and Instagram 

@comptonsixthform on Instagram  

@Compton6thForm on Twitter 

"What have you been doing to stick to a routine and stay positive during this time?"  

Twitter At The Moment 

Over the next few days staff @thecompton will be sharing their 
favourite memories with you. The goal is to flood our Twitter page 
with happy/positive photos. Please share these memories with 
your children.  

Students who are interested in the following areas: Video, 
Filmmaking, Photography, Social Media and Marketing.  We have 
found video’s on YouTube that help, and you may find them useful.   

Here are the first few videos we have shared on Twitter: 

Video Post 1- 10 Mistake Every Beginner Film Maker Makes 

Video Post 2- Photography Basics in 10 minutes 

Video Post 3- How to Make YouTube Videos on Your Phone START 
TO FINISH!  

Video Post 4- Best CAMERAS for LIVE Streaming on Facebook Live, 
YouTube Live and Twitch 

Follow us on Twitter @thecompton 

Sixth Form Bridging Work -              
Summer Term 
To support the transition for students into The 

Compton Sixth Form, we will be launching a 

Bridging work programme for students to use this 

time to prepare for make the next step. There will 

be a letter sent out with complete details on how 

to both access and submit the bridging work to 

the relevant departments with a timeline for 

completion. Further to that, there will be an as-

sembly taking place virtually to explain the pro-

cess further. 

Virtual assembly taking place on Thursday 7th 

May.  Year 11 students and parents are invited to 

view this through the Compton school website at 

the following link from 10.30am onwards this 

Thursday: http://www.thecompton.org.uk/1818/

assemblies 

http://www.thecompton.org.uk/1818/assemblies
http://www.thecompton.org.uk/1818/assemblies


Wellbeing Tips... 

 

New Virtual Cyber Initiative For Teenagers 

The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport has announced an online 

initiative that aims to inspire school pupils to work in the cyber security sector 

through a range of extracurricular activities including online classes. This provides the opportunity to learn and 

develop the important skills required for future jobs in areas like cyber security from home. 

Full details of this announcement and the resources available can be found here: 

 

Calling all Artists – Create a National Book Token Design Competition 

National Book Tokens are running a competition where they will choose one child's design to put on a National Book To-

kens gift card every week for seven weeks! 

How to enter 

Use the link below or visit Caboodle website, Competitions, Create a National Book 

Token design and win for all the information!  

Use the A4 template on their webpage 

Complete the entry form on their webpage to see where to email your entries 

The design could be our school crest doodled in ink, a pencil drawing of the entire 

class, or something completely different! 

The competition is open from Wednesday 6th May and the closing date for entries is Sunday 28th June 2020. They will 

pick one winner each week until the competition closes. 

Prize The winners will be featured on nationalbooktokens.com and their social media channels 

The design will be printed onto £10 gift cards for each of your classmates – you can surprise them all when schools      

reopen! 

Year 11 Year Books and Hoodies 

Please know that if you are in Year 11 that the year 
books and hoodies are still available, and payment 
can be made through ParentPay.   

 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-virtual-cyber-school-gives-teens-chance-to-try-out-as-
cyber-security-agents-from-home 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/create-a-national-book-token-for-your-
classutm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=create&utm_campaign=schools-campaign-2020  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-virtual-cyber-school-gives-teens-chance-to-try-out-as-cyber-security-agents-from-home
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-virtual-cyber-school-gives-teens-chance-to-try-out-as-cyber-security-agents-from-home
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/create-a-national-book-token-for-your-class?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=create&utm_campaign=schools-campaign-2020
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/create-a-national-book-token-for-your-class?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=create&utm_campaign=schools-campaign-2020


Celebrate By Reading 

To help celebrate VE Day on 
Friday 8th May, why not try 
one of these books to 
understand better the times 
that people were living 
through? 

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank AR Book 
Level: 6.5 Points: 14 A precocious young girl is obliged 
by the encroaching Nazi regime to live in enforced 
seclusion with family and friends. 

Blitzcat by Robert Westall AR Book Level: 
5.9 Points: 9 During World War II, a black 
cat journeys all across war-ravaged 
England in an effort to track down her 
beloved master.  

War Horse by Michael Morpurgo AR 
Book Level: 5.9 Points: 6 In England, 
Albert is growing up on a Devon farm 
with his young horse, Joey. Albert, Joey 
and many other people will all be drawn 
into the nightmare of war as they all 

struggle to survive in the blasted wilderness of the 
Western Front. 

The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak  AR 
Book Level: 5.1 Points: 18 Trying to make 
sense of the horrors of World War II, 
Death relates the story of Liesel, a young 
German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling 
talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man 
they are hiding, as well as their neighbours.  

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden AR Book 
Level: 5.3 Points: 6 Bombs were falling on 
London, and Carrie and Nick were wartime 
evacuees billeted in Wales to an old Mr 

Evans. They were happy to visit their friend Albert at 
until Carrie did the worst thing she ever did in her life. 

 Goodnight, Mr. Tom by Michelle 
Magorian AR Book Level: 5.1 Points: 
13 A young boy with a disturbed mother 
is sent to the English countryside during 
World War II to avoid the horrors of 
war. 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith 
Kerr AR Book Level: 5.7 Points: 9 For nine-
year-old Anna, being a German Jew in 
1933 did not mean anything until her 

father disappeared and the rest of her family had to 
flee the country. 

Empire of the Sun by JG Ballard The 
extraordinary account of a boy's life in 
Japanese-occupied wartime Shanghai - a 
mesmerizing, hypnotically compelling 

 

Artists of the Week 
 
We have Asagi Rasanayagam  

 
 
and Lumini Van 
Trigt, well done and 
keep up the 
amazing work! 
 
 
 

novel of war, of starvation and survival, of internment 
camps and death marches. 

 

“How wonderful it is that nobody need 
wait a single moment before starting to 

improve the world”  Anne Frank 

Books Available 

As time goes on some students may be looking to expand 
their available reading material. Don't forget you can  
access various literacy resources in the Online Learning 
Resource Centre area of the school website. However, for 
KS3 students who cannot access material online we have 
some books available to borrow that can be sent out. 
Please email librarian@thecompton.org.uk for further 
details, and for any other queries regarding reading. 

http://bookshop.theguardian.com/back-home-4.html
http://bookshop.theguardian.com/when-hitler-stole-pink-rabbit.html


 
P.E. News 
Exercise is important to incorporate into your weekly routine, not only for 
its physical benefits of keeping you fit and healthy but it also helps to      
contribute to a positive mental health and wellbeing. Physical activity of any 
kind releases Serotonin which is the 'feel good' hormone discovered in 1935 
by Vittorio Erspamer.  Serotonin is released during exercise to make you feel 
happier and more positive so give exercise a try, even if it is for 10 minutes a 
day and see how good it makes you feel. 
 
This weeks PE star students are Harry Young for creating a chalk obstacle 
course for his community to encourage them to stay active. Harry also    
produced a Youtube video of his obstacle course to help spread the 
word. https://youtu.be/W06PiYOWPa8  
Well done to Aaminah Madharudeen and Yasmin Wilson in Year 9 for their 
great PE write ups and using their 
free time to get fitter and      
healthier. Have a look at their 
work to give you ideas on different 
ways to set up your exercise     
routine.  
Aaminah has focused on weight 
training and splitting her week up 
with a different body part each day 
and Yasmin has ensured she      
incorporates a warm up and a cool 
down with her exercise to reduce        
Injuries and to prepare her body 
for the activity that is coming. 
Great work from James Andrews 
who has been keeping very active 
using his indoor cardio equipment 
alongside his PE set workouts and 
has been enjoying his time outside playing badminton.  
 
I Challenge You! 
This weeks challenge is... How many jumping jacks can you do in 45 seconds?  
 

Keep Dancing... 

Ms Histed will be bringing 
dance videos to her      
Tuesday Dance Club every 
Tuesday going forward. These will be uploaded to 
Show My Homework for the students that have 
attended her classes since September 2019. There 

will be weekly videos of routines we have    started with new material to learn 
and add to create a finished piece.  

In the upcoming week Ms Histed will bring to you different styles of dance and 
new routines and songs you haven't seen before. It is important especially  
during this difficult time to get up and move about to keep healthy and     
keeping our brains active. 'forget your troubles and dance' 

Dear Parent,  
Please find the 
weekly email 
attached. In re-
sponse to your feedback to 
Form Tutors and the Parent 
Surveys, we have created a 
'Frequently Asked         
Questions' document to   
answer queries and con-
cerns that you raised. This is 
also attached to this email - 
we hope you find it useful. 

https://youtu.be/W06PiYOWPa8


 KEYDATES                                                  

May   

8:  May Bank holiday 

25-29:  Half Term 

Jul   

20:  End of Term 

                            Students                                           

Author Birthdays 

Check out the author 
birthdays each month.                                            
See if your favourite 
author shares your 
special day. 

May 
7th  Michael Rosen  - humorous poet and wordsmith. 
You can hear him talking about the English language 
on Radio 4 
9th  Richard Adams -  most famous for ‘Watership 
Down’, an epic tale told by rabbits escaping the 
destruction of their warren  
       - J.M. Barrie  - wrote ‘Peter Pan’ about the boy 
who never grew up 
14th Eoin Colfer  - The ‘Artemis Fowl’ series is about a  
12-year old criminal mastermind who battles the 
faerie world 
15th David Almond  - author of the strangely-beautiful 
‘Skellig’ 
       - L. Frank Baum who wrote 14 books about the 
Land of Oz 
16th Bruce Coville  - you might know his book ‘Aliens 
Ate My Homework’ 
17th Gary Paulsen  - wrote wilderness adventure 
novels such as ‘Hatchet’ 
23rd Susan Cooper -  mythological fantasy, ‘The Dark 
Is Rising’ 
28th Ian Fleming  - 007, need we say more?   

Drama Stars 

We are so impressed with our Year 7 this 
week we have Moosa Arslan who 
created the attached 
storyboard  
and Laila Aziz who created 
some great work for Curious 
Incident!  

 

 

 

 

 
Online Help 
Just a reminder that if you are 
having issues logging into 
SMHW please contact 
loginhelp@thecompton.org.uk for technical support 
giving your child's full name and Tutor Group. 



WORKING FROM HOME 
Newsletter@thecompton.org.uk 

Food Preparation & Nutrition Weekly Cooking Challenge 

Each week there will be a new challenge to all Food         
Preparation & Nutrition students. Last week the task was 
“Afternoon Tea or desserts”. A time for us all to indulge a 
little with our families but enjoy in moderation.  

All students send in pictures via Show My Homework, so it’s 
was hard to choose the best. A massive thank you to      
Aaminah, Riva, Max, Maya, Kitty, Saffron, Sophie and 
Harry, for your delicious delights. 

But all Food Preparation & Nutrition students should 
check SMHW for this week’s challenge. 

  

A big thank you to Saleh, Luca, Alex, Flavius, Laura, Cheryl and Victoria for 

sending us photos of working at home.  

The next newsletter will be published on Friday, 15th May, until then stay 

safe and keep 

sending the 

wonderful photos in. 



 
 

 

Creative Writing Competition Runners Up 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who submitted a poem or story      
created around the theme of ‘freedom’ for the Creative Writing              
Competition. We loved reading all your stories and poems and have been 
blown away by the amazing writing talent of our students, so well done to 
you all! 

To create a bit of tension we are going to announce our winners in reverse 
order! And celebrate the fantastic work of our runners up first… 

This week we are announcing those creative writers that came in third 
place (a great achievement).  

The bronze award for poetry goes to… 

Melvin Samuel (8N) 

The bronze award for short story goes to… 

Alex Roe (8P) 

Well done to you both. Look out for your Bronze Award certificates in the 
post! 

Please take the time to read their wonderful entries. 

Freedom? 

The man woke up to a bright but silent world. He had been buzzing with excitement the previous day. Quarantine had 

officially ended. Years spent cooped up in the disheveled shack he lived in. He had been evicted out of the house after 

the economy collapsed.  

He leaped out of bed, excited for his hew found freedom. He quickly put on a plain, drab t-shirt and rushed outside. 

For the first time in what felt like years he breathed in fresh air. He breathed a deep sigh of relief to be out of his 

house. He was free! But there was something wrong... The lack of noise. Not a single sound penetrated the bleak and 

heavy silence. Not a single sound aside from his shallow repetitive breathing. He quickly scoured the streets looking 

for a sign of life, but he found no one, not a single soul. His excitement at being free had quickly turned to despair as 

he searched for the sign of life, human or animal. How could everyone just disappear? How long was he in his house 

for? Surely there was somebody out there that was still alive. Surely it could not be just him? The penetrating silence 

gradually bore down on his shoulders and shaking, trembling in fear he returned to his home as the reality of his    

situation gradually bore upon him, but surely, he wasn’t the only guy alive, right?  

The next day he awoke, tired after the whirlwind of emotions and thoughts that had assaulted him the day before. He 

left his house to sort out his main priority, food. He strolled down to the supermarket, a heavy weight on his heart. As 

he made his way to the supermarket, he noticed the lack of anything human on the streets. No cans, no empty 

bottles, no rubbish. It was as if any trace of humans were gone. When the man got there, he was greeted by rows and 

rows of empty shelves, barren and desolate save from a few cans containing an assortment of fruit and vegetables. 

He grabbed as many of them as he could and went back home, he had no more energy to react to his newly acquired 

food and so fell asleep, having eaten a can of fruit salad. 

Day after day he completed the same routine, eat sleep, repeat. Eventually he became a shell of a man, a mindless 

zombie, repeating the same thing over and over again. 

One day he ran out of food. 

The next day every single human was gone and the earth finally breathed a sigh of relief. 

By Alex Roe (8P; Key Stage Three) 


