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Parents - please can you share this newsletter 

with your child each week. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Dear Parents and Students 
I hope that you found some enjoyment 
over the last two weeks and managed to 
relax during this surreal time. It seems 
like only nature is the winner, completely 
unaware of the turmoil that we are facing. With 
beautiful weather and Spring well under way, it seems 
like all the colours of the flowers and trees are more 
vivid and the air much cleaner. Lockdown has certainly 
helped the environment and the human response has 
nurtured a greater sense of togetherness.  
Most importantly, I hope that you and your extended 
family members have remained healthy over this 
period.  
No Clear Date for Re-Opening 
I am sure that most of you will be aware of the 
speculation about schools and colleges re-opening. 
However, at the moment, there is no clear date for this 
to happen. The Chief Medical Officer, Chris Whitty, 
commented that social distancing will continue for 
some time and that careful planning will have to take 
place before schools can reopen. As we are likely to be 
in lockdown for several weeks, I want to ensure that 
we are keeping connected as a community. Therefore, 
there will be a weekly assembly for each year group.  
Keeping in Touch  
Assemblies for all year groups will be running on 
Thursdays, with the first taking place on Thursday 30th 
April, at 10.35am. Students should view the assembly 
on Show My Homework and parents will be able to see 
it on the website afterwards. It is important that all 
students view the assembly as there will be important 
information given. This is especially the case for Year 
11 and Year 13.  
Additionally, over the next few weeks, form tutors and 
other staff will also be making phone calls home to 
check in with students. Please be aware that staff will 
be calling from a withheld number. 
In order to help us receive feedback and continually 
improve our practice, parents will be asked to 
complete a survey over the course of next week. It 
would be most helpful if this was completed by 
Tuesday 5th May.  
Next week, we will also be producing a webinar to help 
you and your child with home learning. Please look out 
for it.  
Year 11 Results and Year 13 Results 
Schools have now been given clear instructions on their 

part in the awarding of grades in a process that every 
school in the country will have to follow. Essentially, 
teachers will be asked to award a grade that a 
student would most likely achieve, using evidence 
from a range of sources and these grades will then be 
sent to The Office of Qualifications and Examinations 
Regulation (Ofqual) who will make the final decision 
by looking at the national picture and by using their 
own standardisation procedures. This means that the 
grades students finally receive will not necessarily be 
those submitted by your teachers. However, I am 
fairly confident that these grades will reflect the 
effort students have put in over the years and will 
take into account the fact that there would have 
been some improvement between mock exams and 
final outcomes.  

A Level / BTEC Results Day will be on 13th August 2020 
GCSE Results Day will be on 20th August 2020 

 
Year 11 Careers/ Bridging Work  
As Year 11 no longer have to complete work/revision 
for their GCSEs, we are now going to start preparing 
students for Key Stage 5. On Show My Homework on 
Monday 27th April, there will be a unit of work titled: 
“Year 11 Careers Bridging Work- Your first steps 
towards a successful transition to Key Stage 5”. In 
this pack, there will be an additional link to a website. 
Mr Crump has produced an introduction to this work 
and a series of videos to talk students through each 
activity. Students should work on this over the next 
two weeks. On the 8th May, subject specific bridging 
work will be issued to students.  
Year 10 and Year 12 Mock Exams  
These will be taking place during this term. It is 

therefore vital that students are completing the work 

set and seeking help if they are unclear on tasks. 

More details to follow.  

Ann Marie Mulkerins Headteacher 

Wellbeing Tips... 



Spotlight on… 

Year 10 and 12 Summer Examinations 
2020 

 
We are exceptionally proud of all the hard work 
being completed by students at home. This half 
term it is going to be just as important to keep up 
with the excellent work ethic demonstrated but 
also to act on the feedback you are receiving 
from your teachers. Whilst exams have been 
cancelled for Year 11 and Year 13, you will be    
delighted to hear that we will not be depriving 
you of this valuable experience.  
 
You will have mock examinations for all 
subjects in June and July. 
 
In order to help you prepare for these important 
mock examinations, your teachers will continue 
setting you work and will be giving guidance on 
where to focus your attention. You also have the 
opportunity to ask  
questions of your 
teachers via Show My 
Home Work.  
In case you were asking 
yourself why we have 
examinations here are 
just a few reminders: 
 
1)     They help you to stay focused under 
pressure 
So many students tell us they feel stressed about 
exams which is why we try to   provide as many 
opportunities for you to experience exams and so 
that you can overcome the stress and instead 
remain focused under pressure 
 
2)     They improve your learning 
There is no doubt that we all learn from the 
mistakes that we make. Completing your exam is 
just the tip of the iceberg. The real work comes in 
understanding how you can reduce any 
knowledge gaps and improve and develop exam 
technique. This is the biggest part of the iceberg, 
hidden underneath the water. 
 
3)     They help to develop effective time 
management and self discipline 
When you are working at home, you may be 
taking     regular breaks or spending more time on 
the activities you enjoy and less on the ones you 
find challenging. In an exam, you have to 
complete the paper in an allocated amount of 
time and give the right amount of attention to 
the number of marks a question is worth. These 
are important skills for exams but also important 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Video Messages from Teachers 

 

The teachers at The Compton have left more 

video messages on twitter. Please check 

them out and parents please share with your 

children.  

We believe that it's nice for students to see their teachers 

sending out positive and encouraging messages during this 

difficult time.  

Please follow us on twitter @thecompton and get           
involved.  

for the world beyond education. 
We appreciate and understand that it has been a 
highly unusual time for you and that your learning has 
had to take place in a different way; nonetheless, we 
anticipate you will all focus your attention on these 
upcoming exams. All that we ask of you is that you try 
your hardest. In order to do this, it will be important 
that you begin preparing your revision materials 
now and continue to complete every task set by your 
subject teachers. 
We wish all of our students the best of luck in 
preparing for their upcoming examinations. 
 
Karen Hand - Deputy Head 



Tips for families to support students with reading 

Encourage your child to read for at least 30 minutes a day and monitor. 

Make sure your child is reading books at the appropriate level of challenge - 

within his/her ZPD (your child’s latest ZPD or reading level should be written 

in the AR pages in the learning journal). 

Talk to your child about what he/she is reading – discuss the characters, (what 

are they like? What motivates them?) the plot. Ask your child to make predic-

tions about what will happen next. Where and when is the story set? (for fic-

tion) 

Listen to him/her read aloud. Give lots of praise. 

Encourage him/her to look up and record new vocabulary with definitions. 

Use Home Connect and explore the Accelerated Reader site with them but please do ensure they are com-

pleting quizzes independently. 

Use www.arbookfind.co.uk to search for suitable books (an advanced search will let you search for books 

within your child’s ZPD and by genre). 

If your child has access to a computer or electronic device, they can access 7000 ebooks on MyOn via the 

school website. Go to students > online Learning Resource Centre and click on the link (or image) for 

MyOn. You can find the book level which by checking ATOS (see the information for individual books) 

to ensure that the book is within your child’s ZPD. 

Some good news  
Mr Stone was contacted before the Easter holidays to ask if he could donate The 
Compton School’s science departments goggles to the NHS. The answer of course 
was yes! 
Simon Darnley, Head of Nursing and Quality at Lambeth Hospital, wrote back to 
schools who donated their goggles:   
 

“There has been a national shortage of goggles and the ones provided by the NHS are not really suited 
for working with Covid in mental health settings. Often people have different understandings about the 
current situation and frequently are unable to comply with self-isolation as well as being aggressive as 
part of their illness. The sturdy goggles you have provided went straight into use the minute we received 
them and are cleaned and reused constantly. They have really reduced staff anxiety and prevented cross 
infection and we can’t thank you all enough”.  
 

Additionally, the Design & Technology department at The Compton have 

teamed up with Andy Pearce at Southgate School. We donated a lot of plastic 

and Andy has been 

amazing by turning 

them all into visors , so 

far he has made 169 in 

4 days, we are now 

part of a small team 

delivering them to     

local care homes. 

 

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk


KS3 MATHS CHALLENGE – Update! 

The Maths Department at The Compton School want to find ways to help you keep your brain going whilst 

staying inside – so we have relaunched our Maths Puzzle of the Week! We will be uploading a new puzzle on 

Show my Homework to each student in KS3 every two/three days. If you think you have an answer, just com-

ment it on the task and we will reply with whether you were correct or not (and maybe even give you a handy 

clue). Alongside each post we 

will be  uploading a score-

board so you can see how 

many points you have 

achieved so far! 

So far there have been 10 

puzzles with 21 points up for 

grabs!  

PUZZLE 10 – A pretty 

tricky challenge! 

Each week, in the newsletter, 

we will be including names of 

some of the legends who have 

got questions right over the 

past week! 

The following students have got an amazing 21/21 so far: 

Abdullah B, Asagi R, Minha L, Moosa A, Shunsuke K and Rebecca C 

Other honourable mentions: Vaidehi T, Laila A, Aleena L, Alma S, Reed K, Aisling K, Martina H, Ria V, Pooja A, 

Anusan R and Sofiane B 

A massive well done to the nearly 90 students who have got involved so far – you are all doing amazingly. 

Keep an eye out for the next maths puzzles to be released and keep trying to complete all the puzzles that 

have been set so far!  

By Mr Janner-Klausner, Mathematics Teacher 

Science Update 
The Seneca Easter Champions League results are in, and it can be revealed 
that students at The Compton completed an impressive 4660 study sessions in 
the month to 9th April.  Seneca is an interactive learning platform developed by        
neuroscientists who take account of the research into memory and recall.  Users are given information that 
they later recall in a range of different formats, to help embed the knowledge in long-term memory.  Every 
subject and course is covered, right from Y7 to Y13, so why not give it a go? 
 

Additionally, from next week, all KS3 science tasks will have links to 
Flocabulary raps - a novel way to learn about concepts as diverse as 
magnetism and inheritance.  Some may say a chemistry rap video is a 
little "cringe", but the numerous students bopping along to the Flocab 
beats in the science corridor would beg to differ...  "  



THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

 

Michael Jeffrey Jordan, also known by his initials, MJ, is an 
American former professional basketball player and the 
principal owner of the Charlotte Hornets of the National    
Basketball Association. 
He played 15 seasons in the NBA, winning six champion-
ships with the Chicago Bulls. In 2006, he became part-
owner and head of basketball operations for the Charlotte     
Bobcats (now Hornets) and bought a controlling interest in 
2010. 
In 2014, Jordan became the first billionaire player in NBA 
history. With a net worth of $2.1 billion, he is the fourth-
richest African-American. 

 

Emotional Health and Wellbeing 

Advice and Guidance from the Support and Intervention Team 
Dear students and families we hope you are all doing well during the lockdown and 
managing to keep physically and mentally active. Below are a few suggestions of 
resources that parents can access to support you with your children over the    
coming weeks. 
 
Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health 
Advice and support for parents and carers (NSPCC) 
An online hub providing advice and support for parents and carers during the coronavirus outbreak. Content includes: 
information on keeping children safe from abuse; tips and advice to help parents working from home; and ways to talk to 
a child who is anxious or worried about coronavirus. 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/
#163961_20200414105703 
 
Physical Activities 
Weekly challenges for schools, families, carers and children to use to encourage 15 minutes of jogging or running out-
side:#DailyMileAtHome 
https://thedailymile.co.uk/at-home/ 
 
PSHE Topics 
Online Safety At Home: Home activity packs from ThinkUKnow 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets?
utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=46e6250b3e-
TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_07_04_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-46e6250b3e-
55070757 

Learning in Lockdown Programme 
Experts from across the built environment and education sectors have joined forces to 

launch a fully accredited  virtual work experience programme open to all Year 10 students 

in UK secondary schools. 

Led by public sector procurement specialists the Scape Group, Learning in Lockdown is a 

free to join, week-long programme created by Class of Your Own, Learn Live, EDT (The 

Engineering Development Trust) and Industrial Cadets. 

The programme will run from 18-22 May and will be delivered by a panel of industry experts, spanning some of the UK’s 

biggest contractors and consultants, and include daily sessions with industry and career insights, mentoring and fully 

moderated live chat to engage and inspire the young learners. 

http://www.infrastructure-intelligence.com/article/apr-2020/industry-leaders-unite-deliver-learning-lockdown 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MTYuMjAyMjEzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vdHJhbnNpdC5saW5leHN5c3RlbXMuY29tL3RyYWNrL2NsaWNrLzMwMzcwODYxL2NhLmxpbmV4c3lzdGVtcy5jb20_cD1leUp6SWpv
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/#163961_20200414105703
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/#163961_20200414105703
https://thedailymile.co.uk/at-home/
https://thedailymile.co.uk/at-home/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=46e6250b3e-TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_07_04_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-46e6250b3e-55070757
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=46e6250b3e-TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_07_04_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-46e6250b3e-55070757
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=46e6250b3e-TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_07_04_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-46e6250b3e-55070757
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=46e6250b3e-TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_07_04_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-46e6250b3e-55070757
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=46e6250b3e-TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_07_04_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-46e6250b3e-55070757
http://www.infrastructure-intelligence.com/article/apr-2020/industry-leaders-unite-deliver-learning-lockdown


Current Investment20/20 vacancies for school leavers 
 
At a time when you may be feeling anxious about your next steps, we are delighted to share Investment20/20 Trainee vacancies 
that are currently open.  These are brilliant opportunities for young people to begin a career in the global investment management 
sector. 
 www.investment2020.org.uk 
 

Supporting students: CVs and covering letters 
 
If you need extra support in the development of your CVs, covering letters and you are interested in a career in investment         
management. – please do send them to info@investment2020.org.uk. 
 

6th Form News 
 
UK University Search - Webinar Wednesdays 
As part of our commitment to helping students aged 16
-19 during the COVID-19 crisis, UK University &          
Apprenticeship Search are proud to announce  Webinar 
Wednesdays. In the absence of open days and events 
each session will provide expert information from     
universities and apprenticeship representatives to help students make the right decisions and perfect their         
applications. Each webinar will feature a Question and Answer session to provide students with the                
opportunity to gain personalised advice. Use the links below to sign up as soon as you can as places are limited 
and very popular. 
29 April - Choosing a University - How to Make the Right Choice at the Current Time 
Join us for a panel session with four institutions from across the UK as we discuss choosing the right university 
for you. We will be exploring how to choose a course, considering locations, breaking down the different     
higher education groups and guiding you through how virtual events, online support and social media can help 
you narrow down your options. 
Q&A Session - Our expert panellists will be answering your questions live. 
Presented by: University of Glasgow, Northern School of Art, University of Huddersfield & University of Win-
chester. 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hMugsWbjS0K0BrwXEJOJBw 

mailto:info@investment2020.org.uk
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hMugsWbjS0K0BrwXEJOJBw


 KEYDATES                                                  

May   

8:  May Bank holiday 

25-29:  Half Term 

Jul   

20:  End of Term 

                            Students                                           

Author Birthdays 

Check out the author 
birthdays each month.                                            
See if your favourite 
author shares your 
special day. 

April 
2nd Hans Christian Andersen – Danish writer, famous 
for his fairy tales including The Little Mermaid;  
4th Maya Angelou – she depicted the struggles of the 
African American experience. Famous book, ‘I Know 
Why the Caged Bird Sings’ 
5th Anthony Horowitz – wrote the Alex Rider series 
23rd William Shakespeare – famous for writing ‘To be 
or not to be’ 
28th Harper Lee – wrote ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’. The 
novel takes readers to the roots of human behaviour 
- to innocence and experience, kindness and cruelty, 
love and hatred  

Drama Stars 

Excellent best practise from Andrew 

Buckingham in Year 10, the level of 

detail in his responses really shows that 

he has been staying on top of the tasks set and putting a 

lot of effort in to his Drama work– amazing job Andrew, 

well done!  

Some lovely scripts were submitted by Year 8. We really 

enjoyed reading Scarlett Peters work which was based on 

history and included a great script layout with narration 

and dialogue - excellent work Scarlett! 

500 Words 
500 Words is the UK’s most successful short 
story-writing competition for children. Our 
very own Luke Collins, Year 8, has been 
selected to go through to the next round of 

judging, with his own story “The Under Links” 
The competition receives nearly 135,000 entries and only 
around 5000 go to the Reading Agency for the second 
round of judging. We are very proud of Luke and will hear 
in May if he has been selected for the final 50. 

 

 

 

AR Reading  

We now have access to a large number of free            

e-books from Renaissance Learning at https://

readon.myon.co.uk/.  

You can browse or search for books by title or genre, 

then check the BL and points by clicking onto the 

book, then the information icon. 

Escapism Is My Favourite Reality 

It’s a foreign language to me – 
Not knowing what to say yet I always have something to say 
My loudest thoughts are my most silent ones 
Because 
My thoughts need a voice, but I cannot voice my thoughts. 
My concrete throat, so full yet so empty 
Of broken words I scream so quietly. 
An optimal high I dream to reach 
When my thoughts are no longer silenced by the emptiness 
of emotions 
Trapped in the room. 
But a dreamer is all I can be 
For right now. 
 
Until you showed me that your room is everything but  si-
lence. 
A room filled with space, 
To breathe when I need to catch my breath 
And to grow 
Into the person I truly am – a warrior. 
Because even when those demons fed on my thoughts, 
A battlefield on my mind, body and soul, 
You reminded me that although they are the most vicious 
and unkind, 
They are not mine. 
So that’s when I knew: 
I don’t want to stay in hell, I want to escape it. 
And my escape is you. 
Basma Mohamed – Year 13 Student  

https://readon.myon.co.uk/
https://readon.myon.co.uk/


Food Preparation & Nutrition Weekly Cooking Challenge.  
 
Each week there will be a new challenge on SMHW to all 
Food Preparation & Nutrition students. Last week we 
asked  Year 11 students to send a picture of what they 
had been making. The dishes they made in their practical 
exam blew all of the judges away, so we had high hopes 
and we were not disappointed. Here are some images 
submitted by Holly Good and Zahrah Iqbal.  
Holly made salmon and tiramisu, while Zahrah made a 
Victoria Sponge.  

WORKING FROM HOME 
Newsletter@thecompton.org.uk 

Artist of the Week 

Beth Jordan and 
Melisa Shirvani 
from Year 8  
and  
Hannah Mansaf 
from Year 13. 
Well Done !! 

A big thank you to Sofiane (who 

is making pizzas) and  Emily for 

sending us photos of working at 

home.  

The next newsletter will be 

published on Friday, 1st May, 

until then stay safe and keep 

sending the wonderful photos in. 


