
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
‘Excellence for All’ 

 
The Compton School, Summers Lane, Finchley, N12 0QG      www.thecompton.org.uk 
Follow us on Twitter @thecompton                          Instagram: comptonsixthform 

27th March 2020                                                                                                                             ISSUE NO 25 

CONTENTS: 

 

NEWS AND 

EVENTS 

 

WORD OF 

THE WEEK 

 

SPOTLIGHT 

ON…. 

 

THOUGHT 

FOR THE 

WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents - please can you share this 

newsletter with your child each week. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Dear Parent 
A week after the closure of 
schools and I am still 
stunned and in disbelief at 
the speed that things have 
moved on. It has been a 
surreal week. As teachers, 
we found out the news that examinations 
would be cancelled and schools would be 
closed for the foreseeable future, at the same 
time as our students and yourselves. We know 
that the closures are the right thing at this time, 
however we would have liked more time to 
prepare and reassure our students. We will 
keep in regular contact with you and our 
students through our weekly newsletter.   
It has, I am sure, been a challenging week for 
our whole school community: students, parents 
and staff. We have all been forced to work and 
live in a totally different way. I am sure that we 
have all faced very similar challenges – the 
internet being down, forgetting passwords, not 
being able to get hold of your own laptop, 
coping with a huge number of emails many 
from random companies, ‘fighting’ over the 
best work space in the house, trying to convince 
your child that even though the sun is shining 
and the sky is blue, a trip to the park is out of 
the question or being number 427 in the online 
shopping queue for Sainsburys at 1.00am in the 
morning. As adults, it is difficult to accept that 
we can’t control this situation. The only 
reassuring part of this whole ordeal is that we 
genuinely are not alone. Whatever difficulties 
you faced this week, rest assured others did 
too.  
Teachers have worked tirelessly over the past 
week to produce online lessons and resources. 
However, it is important to remember that 
some teachers will have very young children of 
their own, elderly parents or underlying 
conditions so the quality of work and response 
rate may be different initially. But I can reassure 
you that all our teachers are committed to 

providing the best possible learning 
experiences for your child. Teachers are also 
busy producing enrichment activities, to 
broaden students’ experience.  
I am mindful that, as parents, you will also 
have your own pressure points and not all 
households will be equal. Your ability to 
support your child will be influenced by your 
own work demands and family 
circumstances, which I am sure will not be 
constant as the weeks go by. There will also 
be varying levels of IT expertise in 
households. Don’t panic if you or your child 
are struggling with technology or the whole 
concept of working from home. There is time 
(all too much of it now!) and staff will 
understand and help you to sort things out 
over the coming weeks. What I would ask of 
you during this period is to support your 
child as much as possible in establishing a 
routine for completing school work. One of 
the best things you can do to support your 
child is to ask them to explain to you or 
family members what they are learning in 
different subjects. Even having the 
conversation will help them.  
I am sure that we will all learn many new 
things during this most unusual period. Life 
and learning will go on in a changed way. 
“Necessity is the mother of invention.”  
Best wishes to you all 
Ann Marie Mulkerins 
Headteacher 

Wellbeing Tips... 



Spotlight on… 

Staying positive: Year 11 Students 

This article by the Teaching and Learning Team is 

aimed at ensuring you are remaining optimistic about 

your future and positive about the next steps of your 

learning journey. 

It is important to remember that the whole school 

community is extremely proud of you! Year 11 

students have worked incredibly hard over the last 

two years and although you and your parents may 

seem slightly adrift at the moment, it is important to 

know that you are not alone. Every student who was 

meant to be sitting their exams up and down the 

country are facing the same challenges. However, 

the government have guaranteed that you will be 

awarded a qualification that will support your 

movement into your next stages of education and 

work. 

It is also important that you listen to official advice 

and not believe in everything you read on various 

social media platforms. Keep informed by consulting 

The Compton School Website, The Compton Sixth 

Form Page, BBC News and the Department of 

Education for official updates. 

Make effective use of time at home:  

 Follow your school time table during the day – 

logging onto SMHW, uploading work requested 

by teachers, keeping busy and ultimately 

keeping learning. 

 Set up a nice, tidy study space! You'll need 

somewhere with good lighting, your pens close 

by, your phone out of sight and your TV 

unplugged. Try not to work on your bed, or 

you'll be soon procrastinating and losing focus. 

 Eat a healthy diet, do lots of home exercise and 

look after your mental health. 

Next Steps:   

 Keep completing and uploading the work which 

is set by your teachers as requested;  

 Remain positive, proactive and keep focused 

on your learning journey; 

 Support your friends, be kind and keep safe. 

Remember that we at The Compton School know you 

very well and know the potential you would meet 

should you have sat through exams. You want to 

make sure your teachers continue to see your 

progress before you start at The Compton Sixth Form 

in September. 

By John Flanagan, Assistant Headteacher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill (30 November 
1874 – 24 January 1965) was a British politician, army 
officer, and writer. 
He was the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1940 
to 1945, when he led Britain to victory in the Second World 
War, and again from 1951 to 1955. 
Widely considered one of the 20th century's most significant 
figures, Churchill remains popular in Britain and throughout 
the West, where he is seen as a victorious wartime leader 
who played an important role in defending Europe's liberal 
democracy from the spread of fascism. 



ENRICHMENT & CULTURAL CAPITAL 

At The Compton School, we recognise that parents and students are going to 

need extra help during these uncertain times. It is completely natural to feel 

anxious about establishing routine, getting your child into good habits and 

managing the balance between getting the work set completed. It is a new 

and uncertain landscape ahead for all of us, which we hope will pass as 

quickly as possible.  

Over the coming weeks, we will compile for you some links to websites and 

other resources with really clear, helpful advice about supporting your child at home. We will also share links to other 

resources which, whilst not being an explicit part of the National Curriculum, aim to broaden your child’s cultural capital 

and enable them to develop their knowledge in different ways: these will be activities, resources and ideas for the whole 

family to enjoy, not just your child. You could all use this time to learn a new skill/craft, bake together, sew, knit and try 

to get some exercise if you are able. It is important to note that these are all optional tasks and suggestions for students 

to enrich the work that has been set by their subject teachers. 

With this in mind, if you find any resources, activities, games or links that you would like to share, please contact us at 

newsletter@thecompton.org.uk  

We would also love to see some photographs of our students home learning, so please feel free to send images and a 

short description of what is happening to the same email address so that we can share these in future newsletters and on 

our official social media handles:  

@thecompton on Twitter  

comptonsixthform on Instagram. 

By Emily Walker-Nolan, Assistant Headteacher 

Some General Links: 

Supporting your child emotionally 

Here is a link from the Mental Health Foundation with advice on how to talk to young people about what is happening: 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news 
 

Keeping physically fit and healthy 

Barnet School Sports Partnership will be launching weekly #StayInWorkOut challenges; they are aiming to offer simple, 

accessible exercises with limited equipment to get as many people involved as possible. Each week, a challenge will be 

uploaded to their social media channels; the concept is that students, teachers and parents can 

practise the challenge as many times as they like before uploading their own video contribution. 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/BarnetSport 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/BarnetSport 

Joe Wicks has gone from a body guru to the nation’s PE teacher! Join him weekdays at 9am for a 

free 30minute workout that the whole family can enjoy. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1 

Museum and zoo tours 

The following zoos are offering free virtual tours: San Diego, Cleveland, Cape May… 

Here is a link to 10 museums that offer free virtual tours:  

https://www.virtualiteach.com/post/2017/08/20/10-amazing-virtual-museum-tours 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news
https://twitter.com/BarnetSport
http://www.linkedin.com/in/BarnetSport
https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1
https://www.virtualiteach.com/post/2017/08/20/10-amazing-virtual-museum-tours


BBC iPlayer 

The BBC has myriad programmes to broaden 

your child’s scientific, geographic and historical 

understanding.  

There are also cookery, art  history, travel,      

nature, lifestyle and documentary programmes 

to expand their horizons from your home at the 

click of a button. Please note that a Television 

License is required to watch BBC broadcasts 

online. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer 

Spotlight on… English and Drama! 

Our teachers from English and Drama are very excited about the online learning opportunities available for students  

during this time of school closure. The suggestions below may not only be of interest to the students, but to the families 

as well! 

This week, we will focus on English Literature’s most famous playwright, William Shakespeare! 

 
 
 

Learn about Shakespeare’s Plays with the Royal Shakespeare Company 

 

The Royal Shakespeare Company’s ‘Shakespeare’s Learning Zone’ has an abundance of resources for your child to 

read through, from simple summaries of the plot to more challenging tasks for those students who want to   

really stretch themselves!  

The website can be found below.  Students at the school study a broad range of Shakespeare texts over the course 

of their time with us, from ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in KS3, ‘Macbeth’ in KS4 and ‘Hamlet’ an ‘Measure for Measure’ 

at KS5. The website can be found below: 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone 

William Shakespeare’s ‘Othello’  

at the National Theatre 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone


Shakespeare on Film 

For KS4/5+: 

There is an abundance of films based on Shakespeare’s plays out there! We have 

compiled a list of some that we have seen if you are interested, but it is always 

worth checking for new releases. On the whole, the recommendations below 

are more for KS4/5 than KS3 due to the age ratings and themes included. 

Sky Store: 

Shakespeare in Love, with Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth Paltrow 

(available to rent for £3.49)  

Romeo and Juliet, with Leonardo Dicaprio and Claire Danes (1996- 

available to rent for £3.49) 

Macbeth, with Michael Fassbender (2015- available to rent for 

£3.49) 

Sky Box Sets: 

All seasons of ‘Upstart Crow,’ a comedy starring David Mitchell. This is a satirical show, 

similar to Blackadder in humour, about how friends, family, historical circumstances 

and his arch-rival Robert Green, who first coined the term ‘upstart crow,’ influenced 

William Shakespeare to write his famous plays. This series is also available on Netflix. 

 

Amazon Prime – included for free with membership: 

Macbeth (with Patrick Stewart, 2011)  

Henry V (1989) 

Macbeth (2015) 

King Lear, with Anthony Hopkins (2018 – a series) 

Twelfth Night, with Sheila Atim (2018)  

Richard III (2016) 

Much Ado about Nothing (2013) 

Julius Caesar (2012) 

Some may be slightly heavy, so it might be worth having a read of the plot 

summaries first and putting on English subtitles to help with some of the    

language. It is also useful to check the summaries and age ratings as a guide 

as to whether or not it is suitable for your child.  

For KS3: 

Some Shakespeare themed films or programmes suitable for KS3 include: 

Gnomeo and Juliet (based on ‘Romeo and Juliet’) 

She’s the Man (based on ‘Twelfth Night’) 

The Lion King (based on ‘Hamlet’) 

10 Things I Hate about You (based on ‘The Taming of the Shrew).  

Your child can read the summary plot in advance using the Royal Shakespeare 

Company’s website and can see what different interpretations have been made in these recreations of the original 



 KEYDATES                                                  

Apr   

5-19:  Easter Holidays  

20:  Inset Day 

May   

8:  May Bank holiday 

25-29:  Half Term 

Jul   

20:  End of Term 

                            Students                                           

Books To TV 
The BBC has come up 
with two cracking 
children’s book adap-
tations recently. One 
of The Compton’s 
favourite novels, 
Noughts & Crosses, 
comes to life on 
BBC1. This dystopian story, set in a futuristic London, tells 
the story of Sephy and Callum, who fall in love despite 
the odds, and attempt to breach the divide between the 
black elite and white underclass. Based on Malorie   
Blackman's hugely successful novels. 
Another entertaining series is Malory Towers, based on 
Enid Blyton’s books of the same name. Twelve-year-old 
Darrell arrives full of nerves and excitement for her first 
term at Malory Towers, that iconic girls’ boarding school 
by the sea. She and her friends embark on a series of  
gentle adventures with plenty of midnight feasts, lacrosse 
games, jolly picnics and a mysterious ghost story. Set in 
the 1940s, but updated for modern times, the pro-
grammes show how girls can work together and achieve 
their goals.  Both series are streaming now on iPlayer.  

News From the LRC 
 
The Carnegie Medal Shortlist Announced 
The eight-strong shortlists for the prestigious CILIP 
Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals, the UK’s oldest 
book awards for children and young people, have been 
announced. Selected by volunteer Youth Librarians from 
longlists of 20 books per Medal, these titles reflect the 
very best in children’s writing and illustration 
in the UK. 
With books promoting contemporary and highly relevant 
themes such as environmentalism, acceptance, kindness 
and bravery, the Awards’ mission is ‘to inspire and 
empower the next generation to shape a better world 
through books and reading’. We will not be doing the 
annual Carnegie shadowing event this spring but can look 
forward to reading these books on our return to school. 
 
The Carnegie shortlist: 
The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta, 
illustrated by Anshika Khullar (BL 4.7) 
Nowhere on Earth by Nick Lake   
Lark by Anthony McGowan (BL4.2) 
Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay 

(BL 5.3) 
Lampie written and 
illustrated by Annet 
Schaap  
Voyages in the Underworld of Orpheus 
Black by Marcus Sedgwick and Julian 
Sedgwick, illustrated by Alexis Deacon  
On the Come Up by Angie Thomas (BL 
3.8) 
Girl. Boy. Sea. by Chris Vick  

Titles without a book level (BL) will be added to AR soon. 
 

Keep Calm and Read a Book 
The current enforced social distancing 

offers an opportunity for students who 

are stuck indoors to catch up on all the 

reading they’ve been meaning to do. 

Ideally, they will be reading for 30 

minutes a day and can quiz as normal 

using the link to AR that has been provided. There is a 

competition to see who reads and quizzes the most and 

who makes the most progress, with prizes up for grabs 

when school reopens. Well done to the 110+ students 

who have already quizzed since we closed. There are 

numerous online learning resources and even some sites 

that allow you to download books for free. Keep checking 

The Compton website as we will be updating it regularly 

with links and information. 

Listen To Books 
Audible, which is owned by Amazon, is 
offering free audiobooks for kids. 
Just download the free app, and you'll see a 
variety of  children's stories, even the clas-
sics, for all ages up to teen. 
There are also six different languages to choose from. 
https://stories.audible.com/ 

https://stories.audible.com/

