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Dear Parent 

Testing at home throughout the Easter holidays 
Following the success of our on-site Covid testing programme, it is 

vital to keep testing at home throughout the Easter holidays and 

into the summer term. Students and parents should: 

 test twice a week at home from now on   

 report results online to the NHS as positive, negative or void. 

This information is critical in helping the NHS to understand 

the prevalence of the virus across the country 

     report results to the school here 

 continue to test twice weekly over the Easter holidays 

 test before returning to school for the summer term, either 

the night before, or morning of, the first day back, to find and 

isolate any positive cases 

We encourage everybody in your house to test themselves twice a 

week. You can pick up free test kits at your nearest home testing 

collection point (the nearest to the school is Osidge Lane Car 

Park in East Barnet) or by ordering online here 

 

Ann Marie Mulkerins Headteacher 

Wellbeing Tips 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-MbWFmWfCk-8iTMAaF8NZBh4EVDaowBEpfjSGJ5hWzVUMUZKT1paQjkySU4yQU5MQUFPSzVTVEdVRi4u
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


Year 9 - Vaccinations 

The Barnet immunisation team was due to visit our school for the 

Year 9 diphtheria, tetanus and polio, Meningitis ACWY and catch 

up HPV programme.  Due to the school Covid testing we had to 

postpone.   

The new dates are Tuesday 22nd June and Friday 25th June 2021. 
Please continue to fill out the online consent forms as not all of them have been completed, even if you child 

is not having the vaccinations. 

Please note that you will need to complete 2 forms one for diphtheria, tetanus and polio and Meningitis 

ACWY and the second separate consent form for HPV. 

Year 8 – Vaccinations 

The HPV (Human papilloma virus) vaccine has been offered to all girls in school Year 8 for over ten years. 

From September 2019 the vaccine has also been offered to year 8 boys. This is because the evidence is clear 

that the HPV vaccine helps protect both boys and girls from HPV related cancers.  The vaccination consists of 

2 doses within a period of 24 months; therefore dose 2 will be given when your child is in year 9. The course 

must be completed for full protection.   

This vaccination will take place at the school on Thursday 24th June and Friday 25th June 2021 

You can access the forms on the school website  

Year 9 Letter  

Year 8 Letter 

If you have any questions about the injections, please contact your local team on 0208-447-3622 or you can 

visit http://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations 

Safety Awareness for Students 
 
A reminder to parents that students should be vigilant at all times when travelling to and 
from school.   
Where possible, they should travel through busy areas and not talk to strangers.   
Students should be reminded that if they are suspicious or worried they should call 101.  
Students should also be reminded to: 
 
 Inform parents if they are staying late or going elsewhere - parents should always know where they are  
 Walk on main roads whenever possible 

 Stay alert and have no distractions 
 Do not play fight or act unsafely 

 Walk in well-lit areas and if possible with a friend 
 If they are concerned at any point on their way home, they should return to school if it is nearer or go 

into a shop to ask for help. 
Student safety is very important to us. 

 

https://thecomptonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Immunisations-for-Young-People-Year-9-Parents.pdf?t=1616593618//TCS-FILE-02/Departments/CMilitello/Charlotte%20stuff
https://thecomptonschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Immunisations-for-Young-People-Year-8-Parents.pdf?t=1616593630//TCS-FILE-02/Departments/CMilitello/Charlotte%20stuff
http://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations


Spotlight on…Revision Techniques 

With both Year 13 and Year 11 students sitting assessments over the 

next few weeks, the Teaching and Learning Team wanted to             

re-share some key revision strategies and advice to help support 

students in their practice and preparation time at home. We know 

how daunting revision can sometimes feel but it can be a very       

valuable and rewarding process, if done well. 

It can be tempting for students to spend a long time making fancy 

flashcards and pretty diagrams – this is not always effective use of 

revision time. Instead, students should follow the guidance below to 

ensure that they maximise the impact of their exam preparation 

time at home. Students have been introduced to these concepts by 

their teachers and form tutors in school. 

 

Planning for Revision – Spacing and the Science of Memory 

Just like at school, having a timetable for revision time is recommended as it helps students revise in a targeted 

and strategic way. Using the assessment timetable, ensure that adequate slots are dedicated to each subject; 

exams that are scheduled earlier in the timetable should naturally be tackled first.  

However, the key to effective revision is to start early and spread it out – this is called spacing. To commit   

something to memory takes time – actors don’t attempt to learn all of their lines in the night before a              

performance – therefore, spreading out the revision of one subject in shorter chunks over several days allows 

time in-between to ‘forget’ and then ‘re-learn’ the material; this technique has been proven to be one of the 

most robust in the field of educational science and memory. 

Moreover, plan ahead for time to be as productive as possible by avoiding distractions, like mobile phones and 

televisions, and planning slots around meal times. 

Students should also spend some time considering how they like to learn; everyone learns in different ways. 

Some like visual diagrams and charts; others like to listen to instructions: revision is a hugely personal topic and 

it is worth testing out a few methods to see what suits the individual learners the best. 

Revision Strategies 

 

Past Papers/Tests 

Leading researchers suggest that self-testing and attempting past papers is the most effective way to improve 

students’ ability to recall information. Taking practice tests FIRST also allows students to identify gaps in their 

own knowledge so that they can revise in a more strategic way. Students should ensure that they know their  

examination board for each subject (there are several used within the school) and have adequate materials to be 

able to self-test using actual past papers. Students could also quiz themselves after a revision session to see 

what they can remember. 

Techniques for Organising and Remembering Content 

After students have self-tested and identified gaps in their understanding, they should then revisit the subject 

content to address the gaps in understanding. There are several tried and tested techniques that students can 

use to synthesise and them remember large chunks of information:  



Mind Maps: Mind-mapping is a 

method for storing, organising,    

prioritising and reviewing            

information. It presents an       

overview and a summary of         

information that often combines 

words and pictures together. A 

central theme needs to be located 

in the middle of the page (birthday); 

from the central theme,                

associations then radiate out (party, 

gifts, location etc.), then second 

level associations, third level and so 

on. When associations are created, connections are made; connections are essential for learning and                

remembering. Some psychologists argue that connections should be made with curved lines, rather than 

straight, as the brain likes curved lines. Students should also be careful not to overload their mind-maps with 

associations as this can feel overwhelming. Colour-coding can also be helpful for remembering key concepts:   

research shows that people who use colour and images in their imagination, when they are learning, are better 

in remembering than those who don’t. 

Knowledge Organisers: Knowledge organisers are a simple tool that provides clarity for both students and 

teachers. A successful knowledge organiser summarises and condenses all the most vital information and      

powerful knowledge about a topic or sub-topic on a single page. These can look different in every subject area; 

some example templates can be seen 

here: 

 
History Knowledge Organiser – Nazi 

Germany 

Geography Knowledge Organiser 



Flashcards: Flashcards are sets of small, double-sided cards used to learn and revise details, keywords and  

vocabulary. They are useful for learning the relationship between two pieces of information. Students write a 

question or key term on the front and then the answer or definition on the back. The most effective way to use 

flashcards is actively – flashcards should be used to test knowledge, not just as a way to condense notes    

further. Rereading notes is a passive activity and not the most economical use of revision time. Equally,    

students don’t want to overload their brains with wordy answers and should remember this simple rule: one 

idea, one flashcard. 

Take it to the next level by combining words and pictures. The Pictorial Superiority Effect (PSE) explains that 

our brains find it easier 

to recognise and recall 

visual inputs – pictures 

are easier to remember 

than words.  

John Medina, memory 

expert, explains that text 

is pretty inefficient as 

words are actually 

viewed by our brains as 

lots of tiny little images that it has to process to find meaning. This takes time so pictures beat text – especially 

in the revision world. Medina discovered in his research that, after three days, someone is likely to            

remember around 10% of information they read. If an image is added to text this figure increases and 65% of 

information is remembered! 

 

Some ideas for images that could be added to flashcards: 

· Authors and people – draw a simple portrait or stick figure 

· Places – a quick map 

· Dates and sequences of events – a timeline 

· Process or system – a flowchart. 

These pictures should not be works of art – quick and simple sketches are great. 

 

Podcasts: Seneca offers free online podcasting materials for GCSE and A Level students. Spotify also hosts a 

wide range of revision podcasts for students to listen to on the move. 

Revision Website and Online Learning Platforms: Each department will signpost for students where to find a 

range of online resources for revision. The school’s Firefly page (every student has a login) has a range of      

revision materials for every subject: English and the Humanities subjects use this platform. Students have     

access to Seneca and Educake which have revision materials for every subject area. The Oak National Academy 

also has full lessons and resources for students to explore across the curriculum. Students can also use 

MyMaths and Mathswatch at home.  

 

Revising Together/Teaching Others 

The ‘Protégé Effect’ is a proven scientific technique that has been shown to improve memory and recall. After 

students have learned something, they should attempt to teach someone else. Teaching others forces you to 

reorganise understanding in a clear and structured way. Students could use social media in a positive way at 

home – be careful not to allow distractions! 

 

Emily Walker-Nolan, Assistant Headteacher 

http://brainrules.blogspot.co.uk/2009/12/worth-thousand-words.html


Mini Assessments  Timetable May 2021 



Students 
‘Excellence for All’ 

Year 9 SATS 
Due to the school closure Year 9 SATS exams due to take 
place in January were postponed. Year 9  Students will now 
be sitting their end of KS3 SATS exam on Friday 25th June 
2021. Students will have been preparing for this assessment 
before Christmas.  
The topics and skills to be assessed were shared via 
showmyhomework and still apply.   
 
Can any students who have paid for a KS3 science study 
guide (green) and or workbook (white) please come to the 
science office before the Easter Holiday to collect them, or 
ask your science teacher. 

Online Timetable until 1st April 
MSTEAMS 

Ms Shuman is running Year 7 Online Chess club on Wednesday’s 
Ms Barlow is running Year 9 Music club Wednesday 3.30-4.15pm 

SHOW MY HOMEWORK 
Ms Binns will be setting weekly tasks on Thursday’s for the new Year 9 Architecture Drawing club 
Creative writing club tasks for KS3 and KS4 will be set fortnightly- get involved to become ‘English Star of 
the Week’  
Weekly Maths puzzle for KS3 and KS4. 



THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

 
Science Club - Year 9 Crest Award Glider Project 
 
Week 1 Glider 
 
Can you explain why an aircraft stays in air?  
 
If you are interested in answering this question then attend the science club - glider project. 
 
You will build a glider over a 9 week period 
and receive a Crest Award. 
 
Interested?  
Sign up outside M3.  
Please sign up early to avoid disappointment. 
 
Where: 
Room M3 
Every Wednesday starting from 24 March 
2021 
Time: 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

AR Millionaires  
 
Congratulations to the following students for quizzing steadily on AR, they have each read over a                    
million words!  A million words is about the same as reading the seven Harry Potter books.  
These students may come and collect a prize. There are 
many ways to win prizes, please come and ask in the LRC. 
 
Assiyah Seba 9M 
Joshua Singer 9M 
Anedo Cara 8S 
Max Lyons 8M 





Post 18 Options 

Parents of Year 12 students have been e-mailed a letter 

about the Post 18 Options Information Evening taking 

place next week, which will provide an overview of the 

pathways available to students after Sixth Form. The    

video presentation will cover key areas such as the UCAS 

application process, financing a degree, higher and      

degree apprenticeships and other alternatives.  

It will be available to view from 5pm on Wednesday 31st 

March on the Sixth Form website, together with a wide 

range of resources to support parents and students with 

the exploration and decision-making process of choosing 

the next steps beyond Sixth Form. 

Science News 
Year 9 students were asked to design a filter to purify dirty water in order to obtain potable water. Here 
are examples of work from Luke and Darcy on the topic Separating Mixtures. 

LRC News 

We challenged Year 7 to design a face mask with a literary theme.  

We absolutely loved Sama Shafiq’s colourful and fun design.  

Well done!  

Sama from 7O wins a prize 
from the LRC. 
 



 

TAKE A BREATHER  

Take a few minutes out, get a 

well-deserved cup of tea and 

work out which two            

celebrities faces have been 

merged together in the     

photos below. Answers will 

be in the next newsletter 

along with a new challenge. 

Good luck! 



National Story Telling Week Competition –   The Results! 

In second place is Emma Payne (10M). Here’s her entry: 

Life 

Shaking, suffering and trembling : My lifeless body became stiff like a rock. 
Screaming sirens surrounded me. Lights shining, heart racing, anxiety rising. 
My timid eyes started to blur. Is this what death feels like?  Floating upwards - freely like a feather.         
Tranquillity overwhelmed me; the war inside me had vanished. I peered down upon myself, swimming in a 
crimson pool of blood. I despised that me, that me was criminal, evil and dangerous. I needed to go back - 
fix what I had done.  A resplendent light blinded me. People surrounding me, attached to machines. I made 
it! I was alive! 

Well done Emma! 



 KEYDATES                                                  

Apr   

2-16:  Easter Holidays 

19:  INSET DAY—STAFF ONLY 

20:  Students Return to School 

May   

3:  Bank holiday Monday 

   

 

 

Road to Tokyo 

Another incredible week by The Compton School in our 'Road to Tokyo' challenge as we have walked, ran, 

skipped and jogged from Berlin in Germany all the way to Kiev in Ukraine. This week as a school we have hit 

over 1300km which is more than last week.  

We will be in Tokyo for the 

Olympics way ahead of time. 

Well done to everyone who has 

taken part and to those         

students who have really 

pushed themselves this week. 

Achievement points have been 

awarded to over 50 students 

this week who really gave it 

their everything.  


