WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
‘Excellence for All’
The Compton School, Summers Lane, Finchley, N12 0QG
Follow us on Twitter @thecompton

www.thecompton.org.uk
Instagram: comptonsixthform

12th March 2021

CONTENTS:

NEWS AND
EVENTS
WORD OF
THE WEEK

ISSUE NO 22
Dear Parent
Thank you very much for your support this week with regards to testing. Your
children have been amazing, attending on time and being exceptionally mature
and calm throughout the whole process. By the end of this week, we will have
completed 2,200 tests. We are looking forward to next week when the whole
school will return to face to face lessons.
Your child will have 3 lateral flow tests in school. After their 3rd test they will receive a box of home
testing kits. A letter with more information about the testing and the reporting of results was sent
out yesterday. It is essential that results are reported both to the school and the NHS, the links are
provided on the letter. Your child will also have a session with their tutor on how to conduct the
tests. If you need any support, please let us know.
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Free writing course for children, with David Walliams
I would like to draw your attention to a wonderful
opportunity for all students to engage in a writing course
led by David Williams.
It is an opportunity for students to learn from the bestselling author how to write books for children. The sign up
for this free. The course contains twelve video lessons and a
fun activity book on writing amazing stories, for ages 7-12.
A parent or guardian, 18+, must complete the sign up process to access the course for the child.
Submit your creations to the prize draw for the chance to win a lesson with David and an illustrated
cover of your masterpiece! I would be very interested to read any stories created by our own
students.
https://www.bbcmaestro.com/courses/david-walliams/mini-maestro-writing-course
Ann Marie Mulkerins Headteacher

Spotlight on…The Awarding of GCSE and A Level Grades 2021
Following the decision to cancel examinations, it has been confirmed that this year examination boards will be asking
teachers and schools, who know students best, to use their judgement to assess what has been learned and to
determine student grades. The arrangements being put in place will only take account of what students have been
taught, not what they have missed, making it no harder overall for this year’s students to receive a particular grade than
students in previous years.
We wrote to the parents of Year 11 and Year 13 students on Tuesday 9th March briefly explaining what we currently
know about the decisions made on how GCSE, AS, A Level and vocational grades will be determined in summer 2021. This
Spotlight will briefly summarise the timeline, how we anticipate that we might arrive at grades for our students and will
also look to answer any questions you might have about this process.
It is completely natural to feel anxious about any kind of assessment; please feel assured that, as a school, we are
confident about how this might look in our school and we are pleased with the decisions made by government following
the consultation about how best to support teachers and centres through this process. We feel that the proposed system
is fair and robust and allows every Compton student to make improvements to their grades.
We have also produced a short presentation which we would like you and your child to view if they are in Year 11 or Year
13. We will also go through key points with students during their Personal Development Time this week. The link to the
presentation is here, please take the time to watch all of this with your child to help you understand the process: https://
youtu.be/aJh2rses2Io

What will the Spring/Summer term look like for students?
Students in Key Stages 4 and 5 have already returned to face to face teaching from Wednesday 10th March. We continue
to be impressed by our students’ maturity and resilience during such challenging times. Testing is still currently underway
to ensure that all students return to school in the safest way possible.
Below is an approximate timeline detailing what might happen in lessons over the remainder of the spring term and the
start of the summer term to assist with the internal assessment of students in Years 11 and 13; please do remember that
some dates might change as we receive more guidance.

Some in-class assessments might take place before the assessment
window in line with normal departmental practices. It is important to
stress that students will be carefully prepared for the mini-assessments;
these will also be carried out in the same way that students have been
working, using the same mark schemes and materials provided by the
exam boards. If there are topics that the students have not covered in
depth or learned, they will not be used in the mini-assessments. Equally,
departments will endeavour to provide students with a broad
curriculum so that they are prepared for the demands of higher education.

How might grades be arrived at?
The grading system will work differently in every subject area; once we receive more guidance, we will put subject specific
information together for students in one document so they clearly understand how they will be assessed. This important
information will also be shared with parents.
We appreciate there will be lots of questions that both parents and students will want answers to quickly; we ask that you
are patient with us and trust us during this time to put together the right support for our students to help them achieve the
best possible outcomes.
Below are some theoretical examples about how the system could work in different subject areas; we hope that by sharing
this with you, we can allay any anxieties you might have about the process.

How will the school ensure that grades are awarded fairly compared with other centres?
All schools are given the same guidance to follow to ensure that the process is fair and robust. The assessment materials
are prepared by the exam boards; this will also ensure parity between centres. All centres will use evidence that is
specific to their students and settings however this will be similar. As with all in-school assessment and mock examinations,
we will moderate students’ work carefully both within The Compton School and across the multi-academy trust; this
process will also take place locally across Barnet.
Furthermore, all schools are subject to the same quality assurance processes, both internally and externally, from exam
boards. Exam boards may choose to visit centres to quality assure the evidence that has been collated to assess students.

We also hope that it will be reassuring for both parents and students to remember that, as educators, we are very used
to using teacher assessment to make final judgements on students’ overall grades for example in 100% portfolio
subjects; this process is no different – it is simply larger in scale.
Finally, all judgements are based upon the quality of work that is produced by students: behaviour and relationships
with staff, whilst hugely important, are not part of the assessment process. It is a data and evidence-led decision.

What protection do students have in this process?
Students will be able to appeal their grades following Results Day. Students are only able to appeal in two ways:
Firstly, to appeal to the school to ensure that no administrative error has been made;
Following this, students can appeal to the exam board to review our evidence base.
It is important to remember that, like with any appeal, results can go up, stay the same or go down.

What should my child do now?
This is the advice that will be shared with students as a part of the presentation this week:
Keep going with your work. Attend the COVID testing. Be patient, wait to have details confirmed for each subject
How can I improve my grade? Attend lessons, work hard, follow teacher instructions and ask for help where you
need it.

Home Testing for Students
As many of you will be aware, following the latest Covid-19 guidance from the government, all
students will need to carry out lateral flow tests at home twice a week until further notice.
A Lateral Flow Test (LFD) is a simple and established device, designed to detect proteins
(antigens) that are present when a person has COVID-19.
Your child will be given a Lateral Flow Test kit by the school after they have had their third LFD
test in school.
In order to supervise and support your child with the testing process we have sent out an email to all parents
Read the email with the attached privacy notice to understand what will happen with your data.
Read the Instructions for Use booklet issued to your child with the test kit (please disregard the instruction
booklet inside the test box and use the version that will be handed to your child with the test kit box).
Please be aware:
If your child is aged 11 you will need to help administer the test; if your child is aged 12-17, they can swab themselves
but you should supervise them doing this.
Your child will be familiar with the system for testing because it replicates the testing which they have been taking part
in at school. The guidance for this has also been shared with all students via a PDT session this week; and this
information is also available on the school website and via the linked How to Guide.
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jYv0MjFyIIbzgPn_1S10OuRgfrj_b5_P
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ
Written consent is not required for home testing, as completing the test provides consent.
Your child does not need to carry out a lateral flow device home test if they have had a positive Covid- PCR test result in
the last 90 days.
Whilst participating in testing is voluntary we would strongly recommend all our students to be involved and help keep
Covid-19 out of our school community. If you would like to access testing yourselves, please visit the link below for
information on your nearest test sites.
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-information-and-advice/covid-testing-nhs-test-and-traceservice/rapid

Barnet Young Carers Day
Young carers in secondary schools
Barnet has an estimated 4,000 young carers. They are of all
ages ranging from 5 through to 17. The tasks and level of caring undertaken by Young Carers can vary according to the nature of the illness or disability, the level and frequency of
need for care, and the structure of the family as a whole.
Some young carers are known to their schools. Many more are invisible and only come on to the schools radar
because of one too many absences or behavioural difficulties.
We are working hard to identify young carers, enhance the understanding of the issues that these children and
young people face and support them with this.
We believe that young carers can be supported to ensure that their education does not take second place to
their caring responsibilities. Please contact your Year Manager if your child is a registered carer with Barnet, or if
you think your child is a carer but is not registered to discuss.
#YoungCarersActionDay will be about Protecting Young Carers’ Futures and making sure that all young and young
adult carers get the support they need to go after their dreams.
The focus of this years Young Carers Action Day is to focus on the future of our young carers, highlighting the incredible skills they have developed through being a carer – like resilience, time-management and empathy.
These are all important skills, not just for young people moving into higher education - but also for those looking
to enter the workplace. What’s more, they are skills highly valued by employers.
We will be celebrating young carers action day in school over the next couple of weeks during PDT!

Year 9 Making Choices Update
All Year 9 parents should have received an email and a
letter (both provide the same information), detailing the
next steps for Year 9 Making Choices. Within this letter is
a web address which should be copied into the web browser of a laptop or computer to access a Microsoft
Forms page; this form should be completed and submitted with the GCSE subject choices of the your
child. Please ensure this
happens by the deadline of 25th March 2021.
If you have any queries or concerns please email
makingchoices@thecompton.org.uk

Wellbeing Tips

Students
‘Excellence for All’

Online Timetable until 1st April
MSTEAMSMr Pearce is running KS3 GAMES Workshop’s Warhammer 40,000
Ms Shuman is running Year 7 Online Chess club on Wednesday’s
Ms Barlow is running Year 9 Music club Wednesday 3.30-4.15pm

SHOW MY HOMEWORK
Ms Binns will be setting weekly tasks on Thursday’s for the new Year 9 Architecture Drawing club
Creative writing club tasks for KS3 and KS4 will be set fortnightly- get involved to become ‘English Star of the Week’
Weekly Maths puzzle for KS3 and KS4.

Drama Stars
Here are the Drama stars of the
week:
Year 7
Sebastian Steel, Ethan
Lustig and Zakaria Bentouati and Amadou
Bah, Samuel Shah, Sami Mouffok and Diana Pricop for creating excellent raps/poems linked to infatuation
a theme in A Midsummer Nights Dream
Elisabeth Marsh, Zahra Khoram and Sophia
Khan, Sota Matsumura, Jayden Leahy-Yarwood - for
creating in depth character profiles and
drawings linked to A Midsummer Nights Dream
characters

Year 9
Scarlett Peters - for completing the extension
task; writing her own soliloquy and performing this
linked to the Dulche poem and for thoroughly
planning her take two assessment ideas for when we
return to school
Leoni Theophanous - For really thinking about her
tone of voice when performing her section of the
poem with added sound effects
Ria Vara & Jules Robel - for thoroughly planning
their take two assessment ideas for when we return
to school thinking about acting and design elements
Kimi Tibbutt and Sophie Kariya for their excellent
script writing in preparation for their performance.

Zicheng Zhang - for coming to his first ever Drama
lesson at Compton half way through a topic and
producing an excellent storyboard linked to A
Midsummer Nights Dream
Leah Patel and Lauren Des Landes - for
creating excellent storyboards explaining the story of
A Midsummer Nights Dream
Monica Georgieva and Himani Valani - for their
fantastic rap based on A Midsummer Night's Dream.
Oliver Ashberry, Omer Elkin, Maisie Harper, Oliver
Mortensen. Eleena Phull, Deen Bhagat, Marwa
Wakily, Olivier Szymanski - Amazing Soliloquys about a
surprising and unexpected day
Year 8
Eva Charles 8T and Isabella
Yang - for writing wonderful
theatre reviews for Episode
5 of His Dark Materials
Aleena Latif - who has
managed to catch up on all
the work provided to her all
term after some
internet issues

Atif Aziz, Alexander
Catacutan, Andronicos Dionissou, Aziz Maclachlan,
Leticia Magenda Preece and Amir Jelbaoui - for
getting 100% first time on their His Dark Material
quizzes.

Abdullah Ally, Intisar Mumin, Rebeca
Carvatchi, Hanin Hamid, Mariella Dibanzilua, Josh
Foster, Woorim Lee - Fantastic Scripts responding to
the theme of War
Year 10
Joe Goodman Spears - for the excellent level of
detail in his online work on The Crucible
Year 11
Marcie Harris and Max Sheffield - for writing model
live theatre responses that I could share with the
class
Ioana Raileanu - for her superb commitment to
learning by developing her knowledge on The
Crucible through fantastic design ideas and her
detailed improvements for her live theatre response
work.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Acceptance: Be comfortable with who you are
No-one's perfect. But so often we compare a negative
view of ourselves with an unrealistic view of other people.
Dwelling on our flaws - what we're not rather than what
we've got - makes it much harder to be happy. Learning
to accept ourselves, warts and all, and being kinder to
ourselves when things go wrong, increases our enjoyment
of life, our resilience and our well-being. It also helps us
accept others as they are.
How can you be kinder to yourself (like you would be to a friend)?

Take a breather!
Take a few minutes out, get a well-deserved cup of tea and work out this week’s activity. Answer will be in the
next newsletter along with a new challenge. Good luck!
This week’s activity:
Work out the movie titles from the plot below!
1. Man searches for missing patient who happens to be himself.
2. I have a special list. I will find you and I will save you.
3. The poorer you are a level lower you live.
4. Paranoid billionaire wants to get rid of a popular immigrant.
5. Cops have a rat and the gangsters have a rat and everybody dies.
6. Kind hearted guy doesn't realize he has been in the middle of every major event in American history in the second half of
the 20th century.
7. Two small men walk for almost a year to return a piece of jewellery.
8. The events of the movie take place when the entire cast are asleep.
9. Team fights to get people offline.

10. A future king was raised by two happy go lucky males.
11. I can't talk about it as it is against the rules.
12. The cannibal has escaped but we got the serial killer.
13. God outsources to a local TV reporter.
14. A school teacher, a dentist and a man-child have no memory.
15. The man who killed her business is her pen pal.
16. Two people meet thrice but at different stages of life.
17. A group goes to find a young man who wants to stay and
most of them get killed.
18. Survived three years with a dog, died after one day with a
woman.

There will be a non- school uniform day on Friday 19th March!
You can pay your £1 donation via the following parent pay link:
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=3397
Payments should be made by Friday 18th March

KEYDATES
Mar
24:
Apr
2-16:
19:
20:

Y12 Parents Evening
Easter Holidays
INSET DAY—STAFF ONLY
Students Return to School

