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NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

First Tech Challenge Robotics Club 

On Friday, 7th February the First Tech 

Challenge robotics club went to Duxford for 

the regional finals of the competition.  We 

have spent many hours after school working 

on our Robot since September. In the 

competition the robot needed to manoeuvre 

around a course and pick up blocks.  We had 

to work with other teams to score the most 

points.   

The qualification rounds involved 5 matches, 

by the end of this the team was ranked 8th out 

of 17.  A great position for our first 

competition.  We then progressed into the 

elimination round and worked with two 

further teams to try to qualify for the semi-

finals.  Unfortunately, we were knocked out in 

this round.  But an excellent performance from 

the team.  We learnt a lot on the day and have 

come back with some great ideas for 

improving our robot for the competition next 

year.  

Well done to Alisha, Asagi, Anusan, Amir, 

Rolan, Beth, Adam, Sam, Emilym Zacari and  

Harry.  Specially thanks to Mr Hall for his help.  

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

RESPECT from the LEARN DNA  
Venus Williams is an American professional 
tennis player. A former world No. 1, Williams is 
generally credited with ushering in a new era 
of power on the women's professional tennis 
tour. She first reached the No. 1 ranking on 
February 25, 2002, the first African American 
woman to do so in the Open Era creating a 
path for her younger sister Serena to follow. 
 
Venus has been Wimbledon Champion 5 times! 
She has reached 16 Grand Slam finals, most 
recently at Wimbledon in 2017. She has also 
won 14 Grand Slam Women's doubles titles, all 
with Serena Williams; the pair is unbeaten in 
Grand Slam doubles finals. 
 
At the age of 39 she is still competing as a    
professional player demonstrating her career 
longevity and passion for the sport she loves. 



Spotlight on… 

Spotlight on Reading and Literacy 

Reading is an important life skill and essential to 

students’ academic progress and well-being. It is a fact 

that the top 10% of students read for more than 40 

minutes a day and students who read for more than 

25 minutes a day will progress at twice the rate of 

those who read for 5 minutes or less. At The Compton 

School, we currently run a very successful literacy 

programme, Accelerated Reader, and use this to help 

monitor our students’ reading ages and capabilities. As 

parents, one of the many ways you can help your child 

is by ensuring you are signed up to Accelerated Reader 

Home Connect so that you can monitor the progress 

your child is making. 

Here are some other ways you could use to help your 

child develop their literacy levels and improve their 

reading culture: 

 As with anything, performance improves with 
practice 

 Encourage your child to read for 30 minutes 
each day 

 Create a culture of reading in your household by 
reading with your child, starting a home library, 
visiting your local library, charity shop or 
bookshop on a regular basis and by letting your 
child see you reading. 

 Listen to them read and praise them. 
 Discuss their books, the book level and the 

progress they have made in their reading. 
 Encourage them to look up and record new 

vocabulary; your child to keep a personal 
glossary book filled with words you could use in 
lessons for different subjects. 

 Use Home Connect. 
 Encourage your child to correct literacy errors 

identified by their classroom teacher using a 
green pen. 

 
By Ipek Egemensoy, 3i/c English 

 

 

Science Updates 

Y9 students have been 
investigating the GCSE 
concept of osmosis using a 
range of unsuspecting 
gummy bears!  Some grew to 
several centimetres in size 
while others shrank, 
depending on the solution they were placed in.  Careful 
measurements were taken to allow students to compare 
the size before and after, and deduce which solution led to 
the greatest absorption. #GummyBearOsmosis 
 
Y9 students have been learning about the world of 
engineering in a challenge to build the tallest tower with 
limited resources (of spaghetti and marshmallows).  They 
had to submit a labelled design and the finished product 
had to be able to support a free-standing marshmallow for 
5 seconds without falling.  There were several creative 
ideas... but only one winner per class.  See some of the best 
efforts at #EngineersOfTheFuture 
 
KS3 students have been discovering 
the wonderful world of specialised 
cells with students challenged to 
create 'Dating profiles' and draw 'Cell
-fies' of some of the most common ones.  They then carried 
out a complex experiment to extract the DNA from 
different foods such as strawberries and peas.  The 
translucent slimy-looking liquid in the photo is all the DNA 
from the strawberry cells' nuclei.   You can find out how to 
do it yourself here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=67KXatgoNKs #DNA 
 
Science Club has been very busy this academic year!  We've 
had cargo drop, bath bombs, rocket launchers, microscopes 
and festive electrical Christmas cards.  Come along to the 
science corridor on Thursdays after school to join the fun! 
#STEM 
 
Bibi, one of our A Level students has been hard at work at 
an undergraduate-level physical chemistry question which 
requires students to apply their skills of quadratic equation 
solving (from A level maths) to the study of chemical 
equilibria.  #alwaysshowyourworking 

Health Matters 
In light of the recent outbreaks, we have attached 
an email on advice we have received from the   
Department of Education regarding Coronavirus. 
Also attached is a flyer from the NHS giving advice 
on Childhood Illnesses and what to do. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67KXatgoNKs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67KXatgoNKs


Parents and Community 

 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

   Year 8 Parents’ Evening will be taking 

place on Thursday, 27th February from 

3.30pm to 7.00pm. It will be an 

opportunity to meet with all of your child’s teachers. In 

order to book appointments, you must use the online 

booking system, which can be found under the Parents 

tab on the school website. Your child’s Form Tutor will 

have delivered an information session on how to use 

the system and your child will help to guide you through 

the process.   

Students   
CREATING PERIOD EQUALITY IN EDUCATION 

Period products, such as pads and tampons, should be 
available for all who need them, when they need them.  
Having periods should not be a barrier to education for 
any student.  We believe that period products should be 
made available to those who need them in education as 
they're a necessity, not a luxury. 
 
The Department for Education's (DfE) Period Product 
scheme to provide free period products to young 
people who need them in schools and colleges across 
England is now available at The Compton School.  This 
scheme will enable all learners to participate fully in 
education by making period products available as and 
when they are needed. 
 
Research with students has found that they prefer 
products to be available to them without them having 
to ask members of staff, to avoid feelings of 
embarrassment. However, students also indicated that 
the stigma and embarrassment around periods should 
not still exist and were keen to break this cycle. 
 
So going forward in the future we will try to make 
arrangements for period products to be available 
without being manned by staff.  But for now they will be 
available to all students, free of charge in Student 
Services and Sixth Form Office.  
 
We are working together to end period poverty in 
education, and create period equality. 

 

Artist of the Week 

Kiyan Faridi—KS4 

 
 

Attendance & Punctuality 
 

Keep an eye out for  early signs of your child not 
wanting to go to school, such as moodiness, headaches 
or stomach aches, especially at important times like the  
transition into Year 7 or after the school holidays.   

Act upon these signs early, please 
don’t be frightened to speak to Form 
Tutors or Year Managers at the 
school. 

Year 12 Careers Programme 
On Friday, 7th February, Year 12 students went to the       
University of Surrey in Guilford. As part of our careers      
programme we endeavour to give all students the oppor-
tunity to visit a   university campus to help them decide if 
attending university is the right choice for them.    
Students got to experience a lecture style presentation 
where university staff explained the important things to con-
sider when choosing a university and exploring the correct 
course. Students also received key information about the 
UCAS application process. Students gained an insight in to 
the  benefits of a campus university and met some university  
ambassadors including hearing from current undergraduates 
about taking a year in industry and a year abroad. This was 
an invaluable day in preparing our Year 12s to choose Post 
18 options. 



 KEY DATES                                                    

Feb   
17-21:  Half Term Week 
24-25:  Y11 Trip to Docklands  

25:  First Give Workshop  

27:  Y8 Parents Evening 

Mar   

1-3  Y13 Biology Trip To Epping Forest  

   

   

                                SPORTS NEWS  

Congratulations to the undefeated Year 7 girls’ netball team who won their match 
against Whitefield School 3-1! The girls are an amazing team and support one another 
throughout every match.  
A massive well done to Lola , Diya , Martina , Lale ,   Amelie , Connie  and Valentina who 
received player of the match. The same girls played in a year 7 netball Tournament on 
Wednesday at Copthall where they played 3 pool games. They beat Saracens High and 
Christ College and drew 0-0 with JCoss. Unfortunately they missed out on a place in the 
semi-finals on goal difference. They should be very proud of their efforts. 
 

An incredible win for the Year 9 girls’ netball team who 
beat Whitefields School 8-1 in their match this week. The Umpire was hugely im-
pressed with the girls as she said they showed great sportsmanship to the other team 
throughout the match. A great representation to the Compton School!  
Well done to Lianne, Rani , Thiesca , Alike , Marina , Emma, Wafa and Blessing . 
 
A great handball game by the U13's boys’ team against 
Totteridge Academy. Well done on your first game 
Matija, Luke, Stephen, Daniel, Joe, Jules,    Adrian and  
Angelos. 
 
The U15 boys Handball team won 21-8 in their match 
against Totteridge Academy.  They are a great squad 
who worked really well together as a team. Well done 
to Eron, Ryan, Fareed, Ilhan, Mobeen, Javonte,     
Quandre and Adil. 
 
 
Another incredible match by the U14's girls foot-
ball team who won their Barnet Cup Match 
against Mounthouse 6-0. Great Goal keeping by 

Scarla-Rae who didnt let a single goal concede and a huge well done to the star 
players Araya and Marina. The girls played really well together, so well done to 
the rest of the team which is made up by Eva, Aisling, Caitlin, Alike, Najma, 
Chloe and Wafa. 
 
A big congratulations to Holly Conway and Ruby Conway who have both been selected for County Rugby Squads. 
Holly trialled for Middlesex and Hertfordshire and has been picked for the U18 Girls Hertfordshire Squad and will 
play in three County Festivals throughout February and March. Ruby has been selected for the U15 Girls Middlesex 
Development Squad and will attend her first training session this weekend. Exciting times for both girls, well done 
and good luck.  


