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Dear Parent  

Having completed four 

weeks of lockdown during 

the darkness of winter, I am 

sure that you and your 

children are feeling the strain. The proposed 

date of 8th March does seem like a long way 

off. It has certainly been a tough start to 

2021. But I would like to say a big “thank 

you” for your help and support for your child 

whilst they are at home, learning. I know 

that it is especially difficult, if you are having 

to work from home and/or look after 

younger children. (In fact, it can be difficult 

anyway without the two conditions above, 

just having teenagers at home, getting them 

up in the morning can all be a challenge!) If 

you need support in any way, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. Although, we are 

closed to most students, we are still open! 

Over the course of next week, we will be 

collating feedback from the surveys to 

ensure that we reflect on current practices 

and seek to improve where possible. Thank 

you to all of our school community who are 

key/critical workers, including our own staff.  

I am also acutely aware of the anxiety that 

many students (and parents) are facing 

regarding how they will be graded at the end 

of Year 11 and Year 13. The consultation 

ends today with the outcome hopefully 

being shared after half term. We will be 

providing you with an opportunity to ask 

questions (via a MS Teams link) about the 

potential process and arrangements for the 

awarding of grades and outline potential 

scenarios. There is a balance that we need to 

strike, so that students continue to work to 

the best of their ability, without becoming 

stressed that every single piece of work 

completed will count. It is so important that 

students take time off from their studies, to 

be active so that their physical and mental 

health remains healthy.  

This week’s newsletter focuses on 

“transitions” at different stages. If your child 

is in Year 9, please ensure that they view the 

“Making Choices” presentation as well as the 

subject videos. Talk to your child about their 

choices.  

Congratulations to Year 13 students for 

completing their UCAS applications and 

meeting today’s deadline! 

Our newsletter seeks to celebrate all that is 

good about our school community; I am 

exceptionally proud of the quality of work 

being submitted by so many students.  

Have a good weekend. 

Ann Marie Mulkerins  

Headteacher 

Wellbeing Tips 



 
Spotlight on…Key Transitions at The 

Compton School 
 

This week sees our students entering the fourth 
week of online learning; whilst school as we know 
it may look and feel a bit different, we wanted to 
remind parents and students about several key 
transition points that are coming up for students 
across the school. Despite lockdown, our students 
have many exciting educational opportunities to 
look forward to over the coming weeks. 
 
Year 13 Transition and Post 18 Options 
Year 13 students are currently considering the vast 
array of options available to them when they   
complete their courses at the end of this year. For the majority of our students this has involved the significant process of     
applying to University. Around 95% of our Year 13 students will be applying to Universities across the country this year, 
with the final application deadline this Friday 29th January. 
 
For those students in younger year groups, it is worth considering your career goals early. There are over 50,000 under-
graduate courses at more than 395 providers in the UK, so it is important you do your research. The process of               
applications begins around March in Year 12 and so the next group of students will already be starting to consider their 
options this term. The Post-18 Information Evening that will take place on-line this year on Wednesday March 24th will be 
an important opportunity for students and parents of Year 12 to find out more about the range of options out there. 
Please look out for more information nearer the time. 
 
Although University still remains the most popular choice for students completing Year 13, there are now a much wider 
range of options available to students after they finish school. One event coming up about such opportunities is 
the National Apprenticeship week which is just before half-term (8th - 12th Feb). Apprenticeships have really changed in 
the last few years and are becoming an increasing popular way for students to gain degree qualifications whilst also    
working, earning money and gaining valuable industry experience at the same time. These are by no means an easy option 
as students will need to be disciplined enough to work and study at the same time. The rewards however can be great, 
with many students finishing their apprenticeships debt free and extremely well qualified to go directly into employment. 
Please have a look at the article later in this newsletter for more information on Apprenticeships and the events taking 
place over the National Apprenticeship week. 
 
Transition after Year 13 however is not simply about getting onto the next stage of a student’s education. It will also, for 
many, mean leaving home for the first time and having to be a lot more independent. Lockdown can be a great               
opportunity to practise some of those key skills needed for living away and students should make the most of this time to 
develop some of the skills needed. Looking across a range of articles, the key skills that come up time and again include; 
cooking, cleaning, budgeting, managing money and time management. Students and parents may like to read more details 
in the article outlined here: 
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/jun/19/how-to-prepare-for-uni-a-few-key-life-lessons-to-smooth-the-
transition 

 
The next few weeks gives students a great opportunity to get in the kitchen and learn to cook a 
family meal once a week, to wash and iron their own clothes or to talk through with parents, ideas 
about bank accounts and how to budget. 
 
Whatever the next few months hold regarding summer grades, assessments and getting back into 
school, learning a few good life skills alongside keeping on top of their studies will really stand stu-
dents in a strong position to be prepared for the next exciting stage of their lives. The teachers 
and staff on the Sixth Form team will be here to support you at every step of the way and if you 

have more questions about anything discussed in the article please get in touch via Sixthform@thecompton.org.uk 
 

By Jonathan McDonnell Director of Sixth Form 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/jun/19/how-to-prepare-for-uni-a-few-key-life-lessons-to-smooth-the-transition
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/jun/19/how-to-prepare-for-uni-a-few-key-life-lessons-to-smooth-the-transition
mailto:Sixthform@thecompton.org.uk


Year 9 Making Choices Process 
The Making Choices process for our Year 9 students is well underway and this week marked a significant point in the 
programme of students selecting their subject choices for Key Stage 4. 
 
Following on from students receiving 12 weeks of dedicated Personal Development Time to research their future pathways 

and viewing their first Making Choices assembly, the school hosted its first virtual Making Choices Parent Information 

Evening which was designed to give parents the necessary information to support their children in selecting options for 

next year which will give them the most chance of being successful at the end of Year 11. All content can be found on our 

website under the 'Parents' tab and then selecting 'Making Choices 2021'. Alternatively, you can visit the page by using the 

following link: 

Making Choices 2021 - The Compton School 
On this new dedicated page for the Making Choices process, students and parents have access to all the necessary           
information required including: 

• A parent information video detailing the entire process. 

• Subject specific videos for all the subject options available to students next year, outlining course content, demands of 
each course and how each course is assessed. 

• Student assemblies on making choices for Year 10 - A further assembly will be uploaded in two weeks’ time. 

• Testimonials from some of our current students on what was important to them when selecting their Key Stage 4     
subjects. 
The Making Choices booklet is available to download - this includes really important information about the whole process 
and it is strongly recommended that parents and students read through this together. 
Please do not worry if you were unable to visit the page on Wednesday as all content will still be available to access for the 
next few weeks. It is also important to point out that as this is such an important time for our Year 9 students who have 
some big decisions to make regarding their future choices, parents may have further questions or require additional      
support from the school. If you would like to request further information, would like to talk through your child's option 
choices or would like to request a meeting with a senior member of staff, please contact the school using the email        
address:  makingchoices@thecompton.org.uk 
 
The next important date in this process is Thursday, 11th March. On this date, Making 
Choices forms will be sent home for students and their parents to complete. These will 
require students to select their confirmed option choices for next year alongside two reserve 
subjects. Parents and students will then need to sign this document and return it to school.  
However, more guidance will be provided closer to the time. 
 
We are immensely proud of our Year 9 students during this difficult time and they have been 
doing brilliantly in their online lessons. Teachers of Year 9 will be providing additional 
information in lessons this week and next on what it is like to study their subjects at Key Stage 
4, so students are encouraged to ask any further questions they have as well. 

 

By Morgan Alexander-Crump Assistant Headteacher 

Year 10 Prefects 
Year 10 students are in the process of finishing their Prefect applications. This was launched in their Personal Development 
Time sessions on Monday, 18th January and the deadline is today. Year 10 Form Tutors have worked hard with their        
students to explain the process of application for this exciting opportunity and we are delighted to announce that we have 
had many applications. 
 
Students will be told if they have an interview next week. Interviews with take place with a panel of staff and students: a 
member of SLT, a Year Manager and two Sixth Form students and will take place in ten-minute time slots on Wednesday 
10th and Thursday 11th February between 9.00-2pm. These interviews will be held virtually on MS Teams.  All Year 10 
students will be told about their results from their interviews and if they have been successful, they will take up these    
positions before Easter.  We wish all our aspiring Year 10 Prefects luck with their interviews. 
 
Year 10 Peer Mentoring 
Miss Histed, Mr Kemal and Holly Conway in Sixth Form have been working with Year 10 students during Personal            
Development Time delivering training on how to be a successful mentor. Year 10 Peer Mentors will start to be paired with 
their Year 7 mentees online as of next week. This will provide the Year 7s an opportunity to get to know their mentors.   

By Shukri Kemal Key Stage 4 Leader 

http://www.thecompton.org.uk/2626/making-choices-2021
mailto:makingchoices@thecompton.org.uk


Spotlight on… 

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week 1st – 7th February 2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming this coming week is Children’s Mental Health Awareness week.  At the Compton we will be marking this with 

Children’s Mental Health Charity Place2Be’s “Express Yourself” campaign through PDT sessions, fundraising, the launch of 

our Student Wellbeing Hub on Teams and other activities. We would love as many parents and students to be involved 

across the week as possible. 

We are aware how much young people’s mental health has been affected over the past year 

and has left many of us feeling out of control and helpless. The theme ‘Express Yourself’ is 

about finding ways to share feelings, thoughts, or ideas, through creativity. It is not about 

being the best at something or putting on a performance of what we think others want. It is 

about finding a way to show who we are, and how we see the world. This could be through 

art, music, writing and poetry, dance and drama, photography and film, and doing activities 

that make you feel good. 

There are lots of great resources and activities to get involved with @Children's Mental Health Week 2021, including well-

being activity ideas you might like to try at home. Also, look out for the charity release of the Billy Ocean and Young     

Voices choir single and a virtual assembly from BAFTA kids and Oak Academy available from 9am on Monday. 

Please let your child know that if they are worried about something, they should always talk to an adult they trust. It 

could be you, someone in your family, a teacher, form tutor or member of our support staff such as a Year Manager, Form 

Tutor or your GP.  

Step Up! 

CALLING ALL DANCERS, and those who enjoy dancing to beat the 
lockdown blues with a positive, energising online fitness class,  
focusing on good physical and mental health. Keep fit, have fun, 
and try out a range of different dance styles, delivered direct to 
your home for FREE. Join weekly on Tuesdays and Thursdays and 
Step It Up with the Royal Academy of Dance. 

Classes are open to everyone, no need to sign up- if you want to 
dance, you’re welcome to join. You can access the classes live at 
12.30pm via Facebook and Youtube on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Simply type into the search bar RAD step it up. If you 
can’t join live, don’t worry! Classes will be available on the RAD’s Youtube channel and Step into Dance’s Facebook 
page afterwards so you can take part anytime. There is a range of different dance styles available and the cur-
rent schedule is below: 

Jazz with Ali Golding: Tuesday 2 February, Tuesday 9 February & Tuesday 16 February, 12.30pm 
Ali will take you through an American Smooth inspired routine in her Jazz/Musical Theatre class, perfect for fans of 
Strictly. 

A variety of street styles with Chris Bean: Thursday 4 February, Thursday 11 February, &  Thursday 18 February, 
12.30pm 

Have a go and let us know what you think! 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/stepintodance
https://www.youtube.com/c/royalacademydance/featured
https://www.youtube.com/c/royalacademydance/featured
https://www.facebook.com/stepintodance/
https://www.facebook.com/stepintodance/


THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

 

Schoolgateway 
  

To improve the communication you receive from the school please download the School Gateway App. 
  
The app enables the school to share information with parents and carers 
efficiently and effectively. It also saves the school money as sending a     
message via the app is free. 
  
You can also let the school know of your child’s absence or lateness via the 
app, as well as check your child's achievements, behaviour and            
attendance.  You will also be able to update the school with any changes 
to your contact details. 
  

If you do not have a smartphone, please visit the website  
http://www.schoolgateway.com and click on 'New user'.  You will receive a 
text message with a PIN which you can then use to login to School Gateway. 
  

Any problems with activating your account can be because the school does 
not have your current email address or mobile number on record.  Please 
email office@thecompton.org.uk with your correct information and we will 
update our records.  

http://www.schoolgateway.com/
mailto:office@thecompton.org.uk


Students 
‘Excellence for All’ 

National Story Telling Week – 30 January to 6 February 

National Storytelling Week is the perfect chance to get you writing down your own short stories whilst you’re at 
home during lockdown. You could write a true story about the most interesting or exciting thing that ever     
happened to you – or you could write a made-up story about anything which catches your fancy!  

Your story can be poetry or prose or even a cartoon. The only rule is that it has to be short: make it 100 words 
or less, including the title.  

It is open to all years. The winners will receive APs, a 
phone call home and be published in the school        
newsletter! 

You have until February 6th to write your story and     
submit it to me via SMH. 

Good luck!!! 

SMSC Update - Holocaust Memorial Day 2021 

During PDT this week students reflected on Holocaust Memorial Day 2021. A presentation was delivered by tutors       

detailing the purpose of the reflective day. A video of the Holocaust Memorial ceremony was shown to students and can 

be viewed from the following website: https://www.hmd.org.uk/ceremony  

The ceremony is an hour long and aims to raise awareness and reflect on the atrocities of the Holocaust. 

This year’s theme is… BE THE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS. The theme encourages everyone to reflect on the depths 

humanity can sink to, but also the ways individuals and communities resisted that darkness to ‘be the light’ before, during 

and after genocide. 

We can all stand in solidarity. We can choose to be the light in the darkness in a variety of ways and places – at home, in 

public, and online. 

“We will continue to do our bit for as long as we can, secure in the knowledge that others will continue to light a candle 

long after us” 

Gena Turgel MBE, survivor of the Holocaust (1923-2018) 

https://www.hmd.org.uk/ceremony


Higher and Degree Apprenticeships 
 
These offer excellent opportunities for students to enter employment straight from Sixth Form, with high       
profile companies providing quality training and progression routes. Higher apprenticeships (Level 4) and       
Degree Apprenticeships (Level 6 - equivalent to degree level) provide a salary and a structured pathway towards 
competency in a specific career sector, as well as invaluable work experience.  
Some examples of these apprenticeships are on the following pages of the newsletter and the full Parent Pack 
for January can be downloaded here:  
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2021/01/Parent-Pack-Jan-2021.pdf 
 
There are also a number of other useful sources of information, advice and guidance available for parents and 
students in Years 12 and 13 which are highly recommended: 
www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk  
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/ 
http://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk 
www.thejobcrowd.com 
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/apprenticeships-england/what-apprenticeships-are-
available/higher-apprenticeships 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2021/01/Parent-Pack-Jan-2021.pdf
https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/
http://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/
http://www.thejobcrowd.com/
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/apprenticeships-england/what-apprenticeships-are-available/higher-apprenticeships
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/apprenticeships-england/what-apprenticeships-are-available/higher-apprenticeships


 





Drama Stars 

Well done to the following stu-
dents who have gone above and 
beyond in Drama this week and 
really impressed their teachers! 

 

Year 7  

Maisie Harper and Selin Ismailogullari 7N - For      
working really hard on their own original radio plays. 

Samia Bharmal 7T - For taking part in an extra-
curricular Drama club activity, learning a published 
monologue and recording herself performing it - great 
job Samia! 

 

Year 8  

Amelia Radnedge 8M 
and Aneesha Nagasha 
Bukenya 8M for their 
fantastic monologues- their recordings were really   
impressive as they used believable tones of voice. 

Max Lyons 8M for his commitment to learning when 
completing the extension task.  

Alma Shabtay, Saffron Conway-Brand 8P - excellent 
extension work linked to the His Dark Materials topic 
in Drama. 

Eva Charles 8T - For creating an excellent set design 
thinking 
about scenery and 
actor positioning. 

 

Year 9  

Joshua Singer 
9M, Saleh        
Moamensiamy 9M, Huda Mudey 9M, Era Berisha 
9P, Donia Almas 9P, Tanesha Sheth 9M - Outstanding 
writing and performing of   soliloquys. 

Erin Andrews 9M - Excellent creative writing.  

Aleesa Bheekhun 9N for all of her work on the current 
War topic. 

Pimpa Tawinampant 
9O - amazing empthetic  
monologue and her 
letter based on The Boy 
in the Striped Pyjamas. 

 

Mia Yeremenko 9O- Fantastic contributions and     
dedication to online learning. Fantastic letter! 

Sophie Kariya 9O and Athina Bello 9C for their 
'poster' on Alan Turing. 

Emily Warburton 9T - For reading Cyrus's letter out 
to the whole class and producing a diary entry 
written from his perspective.  

Jolie Martin 9T -
For submitting a voice 
recording of Cyrus's 
letter considering tone 
and emphasis.  

Esha Daryanani 9T - 
For working really 
hard in Drama before and during lockdown            
producing some really creative tasks both practical 
and written. 

Olympic Trials  
Congratulations to Daniel Drienovsky Y10!   
Daniel has qualified for the Olympic trials in 1500m free-
style swimming.  Well Done! 

Reading is Good 

As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, next week is 

Children's Mental Health Week, with the theme ‘Express 

Yourself’. Creative writing is one way to offload and to get 

your voice heard and is complemented by reading books 

that feature a diverse range of characters. Reading widely 

can help build understanding of how to navigate          

challenges and to develop more empathy. There are     

numerous children’s books available in the LRC that       

celebrate the diversity of our society and portray          

characters who are rising to the challenge of being 

‘different’, of  experiencing mental health issues or of 

having difficult personal circumstances. There is a 

suggested list called Appreciating Differences available in 

the Online Learning Resource Centre on the school 

website. 

Reading in general is also good for mental health.          

Research shows that reading as little as six minutes a day 

can reduce stress levels by 60% by slowing your heart 

rate, easing muscle tension, and altering your state of 

mind.  

The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse by Charlie 

Mackesy has become a global publishing phenomenon. 

With its message of empathy and self-care, this heart-

warming picture book has lifted the spirits millions of 

readers of all ages. 



Music Department News   
  
Extra-Curricular - Y9 Music Club Wednesdays 3-4pm  
  

Considering taking GCSE Music? Or want to learn more about how to compose? Or simply want to get more in-
volved in music during lockdown?   
Reply to Ms. Barlow’s message on SMHW so you can be added to MS teams. 

  
Special mentions:  
Well done to the following students for their engagement in remote lessons:  Arber Deliu, Ali Haghi, Eva Charles, 
Jessica Vali-Tsang, Adam Romandane, Luke Noble-Attanasio, Iduna Rochelmeyer, Leticia Magenda-
Preece, Max Lyons, Tenesha Whittaker and all of our GCSE Music students. 

  
Using Music Technology to create Music 
This week students have been shown how to use DAW (Digital Audio Workstations) to 

create music, this is optional but can make making music simple and fun.  
We have flagged up garageband (Apple), Soundtrap and Bandlab in our lessons.  
Garageband is automatically installed on all Apple devices.   
Soundtrap you can sign up via their website www.soundtrap.com (free 30-day trial) and BandLab via https://
www.bandlab.com/   Please discuss this with your child.     
Soundtrap Tutorial https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knnwFaqfmQE  
Bandlab tutorial https://youtu.be/bIteDMwbzBg  

Take a breather! 
 
Take a few 
minutes out, get a 
well-deserved cup 
of tea and work 
out the below 
maze. Next 
week’s newsletter 
there will be a 
new challenge. 
Good luck! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers to last weeks quiz. 
1. Hadrian’s Wall, 2. White Cliff of Dover, 3. Blackpool Tower, 4. St Paul’s      

Cathedral, 5. Eden Project, 6. Angel of the North, 7. Buckingham Palace,            

8. Stonehenge, 9. Giant’s Causeway, 10. Tower of London. 

PE News 
Well done to every student to took 
part in the 'Take on the Teacher'     
challenges this week.  Keep your eyes 
peeled for next weeks challenges.   
The winners of this week are:  

http://www.soundtrap.com
https://www.bandlab.com/
https://www.bandlab.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knnwFaqfmQE
https://youtu.be/bIteDMwbzBg


Bird Watcher 

It was great to have some snow at the weekend. 
Mrs Wolfe looked out of her window and saw that 
lots of different animals had visited the garden and 
left their tracks in the snow. 
There are at least 5 different tracks in the 'photo. 
Can you identify or guess any of them? 
CLUES: There are 3 bird tracks. One of these birds 
walks around in circles. One bird hops. One bird 
struts about. 
The track on the left is from a regular night-time 
visitor. 

If you've enjoyed this, you can join in The Big     
Garden Birdwatch over the weekend 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/
birdwatch/ 
 
ANSWERS to the animal tracks BELOW 
Pigeon  Blackbird  Magpie Fox  Cat 
 

Word Millionaires  
Well done to all students that continue to read 
and quiz on AR. 
This week's new Millionaires are: - 
Ali Haghi 7M  
Asim Ozdemir 9P  
Maia Rosenberg 9N 
Ishaq Maclachlan 9N 
They will all be receiving their Millionaire             
certificates by email. They can also claim a prize 
from the LRC when we all return to school.  

Remember that every time you take an AR quiz, 
the number of words in the book are recorded and 
count towards becoming an AR Millionaire.  
Well done to all! 
 

 

The LRC Book Titles Synonyms Quiz  
 

In the following famous book  titles, 
the blue words are synonyms for the 
real words. Can you work out what 
the real titles should be? 
ANSWERS NEXT WEEK 
A synonym is a word with the same 
meaning. 
E.g. James and the Enormous       
Nectarine = James and the Giant 
Peach 
 
 
1. Harry Potter and the Cup of Conflagration 

2. Alice’s Escapades in Astonishment-land 

3. Journal of a Enfeebled Juvenile 

4. Charlie and the Cocoa Works 

5. Homicide Most Vulgar 

6. The Big Cat, The Sorceress and the Closet  
7. The Idiots  
8. Cavities 

9. (Skulduggery Pleasant) - Realm of the Immoral 
10. Bloke v. Fiend (A Cherub Book) 
11. One of Us is Fabricating 

12. The Defect in Our Heavenly Bodies 

13. The Loathing U Grant 

14. The Starving Pastimes 

15. Pebble Chill 
16. Of Rodents and Blokes 

17. Zeros and Xs 

18. The Nobleman of the Jewellery 

19. The Bizarre Occasion of the Hound in the Dark Hours 

Boreal Illuminations   
    

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/


 KEYDATES                                                  

Feb   

4:  Y7 Parents Evening (virtual) 

15-19:  HALF TERM 

24:  Y8 Parents Evening (virtual) 

   

Mar   

16:  Y12 Parents Evening 

   

   

 

 



 


