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PARENTS & COMMUNITY 

Haven House 

At The Compton School we are 
continuing to raise money for Haven 
House Children's Hospice. This week we 
have held our 'How Many Sweets in a 
Jar' competition during PDT sessions. 
Our students have now organised 
a healthy Smoothie Sale that will take 
place next week on Tuesday, 28th, 
Wednesday, 29th and Thursday, 30th 
January. It will be held at lunch time in 
the DT rooms and all funds raised will 
go towards meeting our target. The 
Sixth Form students have also organised 
an exciting Interform Football match 
after school on Wednesday, 5th 
February. Please support our students 
to reach our target by donating below 
to a worthy cause. 
https://www.havenhouse.org.uk/
appeal/the-compton-school-secondary-
school-fundraising-page 
 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

 

Joyce Diane Brothers was an American  

psychologist, television personality and  

columnist, who wrote a daily newspaper  

advice column from 1960 to 2013. 

 In 1958, she presented a television show 
on which she dispensed psychological ad-
vice, pioneering the field. She wrote a col-
umn for Good Housekeeping for almost 40 
years and became, according to The Wash-
ington Post, the "face of American psychol-
ogy". 
Brothers appeared in dozens of television 
roles, usually as herself, but from the 
1970s onward she accepted roles portray-
ing fictional characters, often self-parodies. 
Radio therapist Dr. Laura credited Brothers 
with making psychology "accessible" 

https://www.havenhouse.org.uk/appeal/the-compton-school-secondary-school-fundraising-page
https://www.havenhouse.org.uk/appeal/the-compton-school-secondary-school-fundraising-page
https://www.havenhouse.org.uk/appeal/the-compton-school-secondary-school-fundraising-page


Spotlight on… 

Growing Vocabularies 
 

A key focus for the 

Teaching and Learning 

Team this year is 

growing our students’ 

vocabularies. Limited 

vocabulary as a young 

child links to factors in 

later life such as employment, pay and even health and 

wellbeing as an adult (Quigley, 2018). As a school, we are 

really promoting vocabulary to support our students with 

their academic study and in their later working life.  

There are numerous ways that parents can be a part of 

this process: 

Use the ‘Word of the Week’ in real life contexts: at 

home, at work and with your child – you can find 

this week’s word and definition on the front page 

of the newsletter. 

Encourage your child to be curious about words; 

explore the history (etymology) of words or 

sayings – around 60% of our language has Greek/

Latin origins. Be ‘word explorers’ together to find 

out about how their usage has changed over 

time. A quick Google search can tell you the 

fascinating history of words that we use daily. 

For example, ‘Electric’ - William Gilbert coined 

Electric in his 1600 book De Magnete (as 

electricus) to mean ‘the flow of charged particles 

through a medium.’ It comes from the Ancient 

Greek for "amber", elektron, because if you rub 

amber on cloth it generates static electricity.  

Encourage your child to explore the ‘word parts’ of 

new or unfamiliar vocabulary (morphology); 

these could be roots, prefixes or suffixes. For 

example, the prefix ‘ex’ or ‘exo’ from Greek is 

very common in Science and means ‘outside of/

away from.’ Understanding this prefix can help 

children understand other scientific terms like 

‘exothermic’ (release of heat), 

‘exfoliation’ (removal of cells/scales from the 

surface) and ‘exoskeleton’ (hard outer structure). 

Emily Walker-Nolan, Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

 

CAREERS CORNER 
 
 
Looking ahead, there are a lot of 
careers related activities taking place 
in the New Year. 
 

Dear readers, 
 
The focus on careers this year continues to build 
momentum. We have a new careers page on the 
school's website which can be found using the 
following link: 
 
http://www.thecompton.org.uk/1708/careers-and-
transition 
 
Here you will find lots of information regarding the 
careers provision at The Compton School. You will also 
find information on the labour market for our local 
area and information on what to do if you would like 
to provide any careers information for our students. 
We also welcome contact from any business or 
organisation that can provide work experience or 
careers talks for our students. Guidance on how to 
contact the school can be found on the web page. 
 
Year 9 students are now in the middle of the process 
of selecting their Key Stage 4 subjects for next 
year. They received an assembly last week which 
explored potential career routes and things to 
consider before selecting their options and will receive 
their 'Making Choices' booklets this week which 
include detailed information on each of the subjects 
that can be studied next year. The Year 9 Parent 
Information Evening  is next week on Tuesday 28th 
January.  If you haven't already signed up, you can do 
so by visiting the Parent's Evening Booking System 
using the link below: 
 
https://thecompton.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 

THE COMPTON PODCAST 

The fantastic students of 8N have put 
together a 20 minute podcast raising 
awareness about homelessness and the 
great work that Homeless Action in Barnet does in the 
area.  
The link is https://thecompton.podbean.com/e/
special-edition-8n-first-give-final/ 

http://www.thecompton.org.uk/1708/careers-and-transition
http://www.thecompton.org.uk/1708/careers-and-transition
https://thecompton.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
https://thecompton.podbean.com/e/special-edition-8n-first-give-final/
https://thecompton.podbean.com/e/special-edition-8n-first-give-final/


    KEY DATES: 

ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 

Parents should, if at all possible, avoid making 
non-emergency medical/dental appointments for their child 
during school hours.  Authorised absences include: illness, 
emergency dental etc. Unauthorised absences include:  looking 
after brothers and sisters, birthdays, general trips such as shop-
ping etc. Please see Attendance and Punctuality Policy on school 
website, under Policies and Procedures. 

Parents do not have the right to take their child out of school 
for a holiday during term time and the school is unable to au-
thorise any holidays taken during the academic year. 

Jan     

28:  Y9 Making Choices Evening  

30:  Y12/13 – Donmar Warehouse Theatre Trip  

Feb   

06:  Y7 Parents Evening 

07:   Y12 University of Surrey Trip 

10:  Y11 GSS Conference 

  Y12 & Y13 Theatre Workshop  

12-13:  Y7 Diversity Role Model Workshop  

13:   Y9 Brilliant Club Graduation Trip  

Bedfordshire University 
On Monday, 20th January the Year 13 A Level PE class went to 

an A Level Revision Day put on for the first time by Bedfordshire 
University. The initial link with this university was formed with ex
-governor Caroline Reid and we have continued to attend various 
exciting opportunities there over the past four years. The day 
consisted of four sessions which were all linked to the A Level PE 
syllabus. The group listened to a Sport and Society session where 
the issues of inequality in sport were raised, followed by a Sport 
Psychology session looking at confidence in sport.  

The final two sessions were practical and interactive and involved the use of an altitude chamber and force 
plates to measure acceleration while jumping. The group thoroughly enjoyed the day and got fully involved in 
their revision. The highlight of the day was the introductory talk by the key notes speaker Dr Sophie Killer who is 
a high profile Sports Nutrionist. She was the nutrionist for the Team GB Athletics Team in the Rio Olympics and 
for Spurs FC last season. Her journey to where she is today was inspirational and very interesting.  

Group: Angel Alejo, Damini Depala, Callie Soutar, Zuzia Szelag, Alex Vonckx, Kacper Salik, Joe Le. 

Year 9 Interform Basketball 

Congratulations to 9T who beat 9C in the Year 
9 Girls Interform Basketball Final on Wednesday, 
22nd January. 

The level of competition was excellent and well 
done to all involved. 


