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Dear Parent 
It has been a strange end of 
term this year, much subdued 
from other years.  Due to 
COVID restrictions, we have 
been unable to do the usual 
end of term activities which celebrate the work 
of our students and the festive season more 
generally.   
Our celebration assemblies have been recorded 
so that form tutors can share them next week. 
They will also be placed on the website, so that 
you can view them. I would like to congratulate 
all students who have been nominated or have 
won the Headteacher’s Award. It is a great 
achievement for students, a result of excellent 
commitment and dedication towards their 
studies.   
Big Word Booklets- coming next term 
A key School Improvement Priority for The 
Compton School 2020-2021 is the explicit 
teaching of subject specific vocabulary across all 
Key Stages.  
Recent educational research has found that the 
transition into Year 7 highlights a shift in the 
variety, quantity and purpose of vocabulary; in 
fact, in an average day at secondary school, 
students are exposed to three or four times as 
much language as at primary school, purely in 
terms of quantity. 
To support our current Year 7 students with the 
growing academic demands of the Key Stage 3 
curriculum, we are introducing Big Words 
booklets in the Spring Term. These will replace 
the 'Student Activity' during Personal 
Development Time with their Form Tutor and are 
designed to foster 'word consciousness' and 
encourage students to explore and apply 
academic vocabulary. 
Each week, students will be given 10 Tier 2 
words: these are high-frequency, academic 
words that occur across a wide range of subject 
areas; these words have been mapped against 
the Year 7 curriculum by Heads of Department to 
ensure that they are useful and will feature in 
the students learning in the Spring Term across 
their subjects in some way. 

The booklet provides students with some 
questions about the new words and some short 
tasks about their characteristics. There will be 
opportunities for pupils to explore the history of 
some words (etymology) and their wider 
relationship with other word families 
(morphology). Our aim is not only to equip our 
pupils with rich, academic vocabulary that they 
can apply directly to their learning but to also 
give them the skills needed to tackle other 
unfamiliar vocabulary and develop a broad 'word 
hoard' needed for further academic study and 
beyond, in the world of work. 
The Form Tutor will set the tasks as a weekly 
homework on Show My Homework and the 
answers will be shared in Personal Development 
Time so students can mark their work. Parents 
are also invited to discuss and use the words 
with their children at home and these 
words will be shared here in the weekly 
newsletter for the duration of the Spring Term. 
There will also be exciting rewards for the tutor 
groups who get the most questions right. 
We take vocabulary very seriously at The 
Compton School and appreciate your support at 
home with the Big Words project. 
 

Ann Marie MulKerins—Headteacher  

18th December- is a home learning day 

 

4th January is an INSET day 

Students return on Tuesday,  5th January 

(Week B1) 



THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

Tenzing Norgay was a Nepali-Indian Sherpa mountaineer. 
He was one of the first two individuals known to reach 
the summit of Mount Everest, which he accomplished 
with Edmund Hillary on 29 May 1953. Times Magazine  
named him one of the 100 most influential people of the 
20th century. 
 
Mount Everest is Earth's highest mountain above sea   
level, located in the Mahalangur Himal sub-range of the 
Himalayas. The China–Nepal border runs across its      
summit point. Its elevation (snow height) of 8,848.86 m 
(29,032 ft) was most recently established in 2020 by the 
Nepalese and Chinese authorities. 

Christmas Lunch  

Christmas lunch will be served on Wednesday, 16th December. The 
meal will cost £2.40. Please ensure you check your child’s lunch balance 
prior to this date and top up if necessary as this is a very popular meal 
amongst the children.  

Please top up your child’s dinner money on ParentPay, to ensure no 
delays in getting Christmas lunch, before Wednesday, 16th December.  

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline – holiday hours 

The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline and the PHE Advice Service (option 1) will be available 

over the holidays to answer any questions you have about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to education settings and    

children’s social care. These helplines will, however, close on the bank holidays, and have shortened opening hours on 

Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 

24 December – 8am to 4pm 

25 to 28 December – Closed 

29 to 30 December – 8am to 6pm 

31 December – 9am to 4pm  

1 January – Closed 

2 to 3 January – 10am to 6pm 

Until 24 December, the helpline opening hours are:     Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm.  Saturday and Sunday from 

10am to 6pm.  Please listen carefully to all of the available options before selecting the most appropriate option for your 

nursery, school, college or university. 



 

Spotlight on…Teacher Training 

 

Last week, we focused on teacher training at The Compton.  This week, two trainee teachers share their           
experiences of training within our partnership of schools. 

 

My name is Mr Baron and I am a trainee teacher of science at Hendon School. I applied 
to The Compton due to positive reviews and recommendations from other teachers.  
My motivation for teaching is that I love working with young people and having an    
influence on their lives and development. I am also passionate about my subject and 
sharing my knowledge with our amazing students.  This year has so far been a difficult 
year for everyone but I am enjoying developing new skills whilst training during such an 
unprecedented time.  In the longer term, I see myself in a management position,     
aiming to positively lead and influence the lives of all those that make up a school 
setting. 

 

I am Mrs Vernon and I am currently undertaking teacher training at Elsley Primary 
School in Brent. I decided to train with The Compton because it offered a well-
structured school-centered approach, which was highly recommended by colleagues 
who had completed the course last academic year.  The most enjoyable part of this 
training is being with the children each day and watching them progress in their    
learning.  My highlight this term has been helping to put together the Year 1 Nativity 
production with the children and my team; my school offers an incredibly supportive 
environment and cares about the children and the staff.  In 5 years, I would love to go 
back to teaching in Early Years, I worked in that phase prior to training, and become 
the phase leader. I would like to do further reading around the foundation stage and 
focus on supporting children to make a secure start to their educational learning   
journey.  

Wellbeing  

At this current time, it is more important than ever to look after our social and emotional 

wellbeing.  

Good mental health and wellbeing is high on our school agenda and staff are committed to 

improving our support network and pastoral care. We believe that sharing wellbeing ideas 

on a regular basis is beneficial for our school community.  

The Wellbeing team will circulate a survey for parents and carers in the New Year so we 

can support our students’ emotional needs and improve their learning environment. We would love to hear from you 

with any suggestions on how we can support each other.  Please also take time to look at our Emotional and Wellbeing 

information on the school   website and let us know your views. 

This week’s Wellbeing Tip – The Importance of Communication  

 Choose a time of the day when your child is most likely to engage and support them to talk about their feelings.  

 In situations when there may not be an immediate solution to your child’s worries, listening and being attentive is 

reassuring and can have a positive impact.    

The Wellbeing Team 

December 2020 



Students 
‘Excellence for All’ 

Extracurricular Activities  
This is the schedule for the extra-curricular activities at The Compton School beginning from Monday, 14th December. 
Please make sure you know if your child is attending a club as they are unable to use the telephones to call you and will 
therefore be home later. 

Artist Of The Week 
 
KS3 Quddus Muhtar - 'A beautifully 
drawn self-portrait assessment' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS4 Lynda Sophia Cardenas Narvaez - 'A 
stunning study of a piece by chosen 
artist; Dietrich Moravec.' 
 



Year 8 Brilliant Club Success 
 
Congratulations to our Brilliant Club students who received their results this week for their Scholar's Programme 
Assignments. All twelve of them achieved either a 1st or a 2:1!  We are so proud of them.  
 
Our scholars:  
Itai Insler  
Aashi Jain  
Freya-Jane McCarthy  
Anastasia Nasto  
Alma Shabtay 
Tenesha Whittaker  
Isabella Adan  
Rinor Ahmeti  
Atif Aziz  
Shaan Bhartiya   
Sebastian Lenkiewicz 

Elcio Trindade Fernandes Lima  

Ask the Prefects 

This week Cameron, Pablo and Nicola answer the following question: 

 

 

Why are you applying to The Compton Sixth Form? 

Cameron – I’ve heard from current sixth formers that you have more independence and I’m looking forward to 

studying the subjects I enjoy the most for example Biology. 

Pablo – The Compton Sixth Form is really diverse and I feel the sixth form students are very welcoming. I really 

enjoyed hearing the teachers talk about why they love their subjects at the Virtual Open Evening. Also, seeing 

former students going to excellent universities is inspiring. I can’t wait to study Geography! 

Nicola – I’m applying as the sixth form is familiar. I know my teachers will support me through my A Levels. I 

also really like how the sixth form has its own café area and how that seems more of a mature environment. 

I’m hoping to study maths as an A Level. 



 

 

PE News 
 
We are back with another fitness component test! This week Mr Edwards is challenging 
you to complete the alternative ball toss test for coordination. All you need is a wall, a 
tennis ball and yourself. Watch the video for a definition of coordination and also how 
to carry out the test and count how many times you can toss the ball against the wall 
and catch it again in 60 seconds. Mr Edwards completed a cracking 87 ball tosses in 60 
seconds. So give it a go and test your coordination. https://youtu.be/nv0ugl5GUd0 
 
 
Our PE stars of the week have to be form 8N who due to students isolating were the  
only form to be in PE this week and the whole form worked so well together on a new 
sport VOLLEYBALL! 
 
Wednesday was a breakthrough for women 
in sport.  Stephanie Frappart  (36-year-old)
became the first woman to referee a  major 
men's European match when she took 
charge of the UEFA Super Cup final between 
Liverpool and Chelsea in 2019. 

Frappart also officiated the 2019 Women's 
World Cup final between the United States 
and the Netherlands and became the first 
female referee to take charge of a French 
Ligue 1 match when Amiens played  
Strasbourg in April last year. 
 

https://youtu.be/nv0ugl5GUd0


LRC News 

Well done to Ishaq Maclachlan Y9 and Samia Bharmal Y7 who both became AR Word Millionaires this week.  

In the LRC we’ve created a magnificent Winners’ Wall. There are all sorts of ways to win prizes, such as getting 

100% in the AR quizzes, reaching points targets, having a go at the occasional fun literary quizzes and even be-

ing caught reading in the library.  Prize’s range from a pencil all the way up to a Kindle.  

Old books that have 

been taken out of      

circulation have been 

given a new lease of life 

and made into this 

year’s LRC Christmas 

tree. The tree contains 

some Shakespeare, 

some poetry and some 

classic books. 

Students enjoyed a crafts session with Ms Militello 
at Wellbeing Club, held every Wednesday after 
school in the LRC – all Year 8s welcome. 



Take a breather! 
Here are the results from last week’s movie quiz. 

 

This week’s activity:  

Take a few minutes out, get a well-deserved 
cup of tea and complete the Emoji Challenge. 
There are 10 Christmas songs below for you to 
guess! Answers will be in the next Newsletter 
along with a new challenge. Good luck!  

Movie quiz answers: 

1. The Golden Snitch from the Harry Potter series. 2. Captain Jack Sparrow’s hat from the Pirates of the Caribbean 
movies. 3. John Kramer’s mask from the Saw movies. 4. Mace Windu’s lightsaber from Star Wars Episode II: Attack of 
the Clones. 5. A hole in the door from The Shining. 6. A poster with Rita Hayworth from The Shawshank Redemption. 
7. Don Corleone’s tuxedo from The Godfather. 8. A red balloon from It. 9. Forrest Gump’s suitcase from the movie 
with the same name. 10. Tony Stark’s reactor from the Iron Man movies. 11. Star Lord’s media player from the 
Guardians of the Galaxy movies. 12. A rose from Beauty and the Beast. 13. A sign with the word “Human” from     
Arrival. 14. A ficus that belonged to Leon from the movie with the same name. 15. Marty McFly’s self-lacing sneakers 
from Back to the Future. 16. A magic ball from Interstate 60: Episodes of the Road. 17. 4 stone elements from The 
Fifth Element. 18. Heart of the Ocean necklace from Titanic. 19. Cobb’s spinning top from Inception. 20. A  memory-
erasing stick from Men in Black. 21. A game from Jumanji. 22. A carpet from The Big Lebowski. 23. Red and blue pills 
from The Matrix. 24. Pens John Nash got from his colleagues as a present in A Beautiful Mind. 25. The Ring of        
Omnipotence from The Lord of the Rings movies.  

Newsletter 2020 

This is the  last Newsletter for this year of 2020 as the  

Termly Newsletter will be handed out to students next 

Thursday.   

We have loved all the pictures you have sent in since 

March which have made this newsletter truly unique.   

Have an wonderful break and a happy 

New Year, see you in 2021 !! 

Important Notice  
Just a reminder to Year 11 students that the 
deadline for Sixth Form Applications is Monday,  
14th December. If you have any issues with the 
application, please speak to the Sixth Form 
Team.   



 KEYDATES                                                  

Dec   

17:  Celebration  Assemblies (via  video)  

18:  18th December- is a home learning day 

   

Jan   

4:  INSET Day 

5:  Return to School ( Week B1) 

27:  Y9 Making Choices Evening 

   

 

 

 

 

Design & Technology 
A big well done to our Year 8s for all their recent efforts in Design & Technology. We will be rotating next 
week, if you are unsure of where you will be please message your current Design & Technology teacher on 
SMHW. Here is some recent work from our Year 8 students.  
Well done to Charlie, Alma, Eleanor and Amir for their photos. 


