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Spotlight on…Teacher Training
In the Summer Term, you may remember our ‘Spotlight on The Compton SCITT’ in which we gave information
about how we train teachers new to the profession. We are now nearly one term into the new academic year
and have placed 41 trainees in both primary and secondary schools in our School-Centred Initial Teacher Training
partnership. We are thrilled to have recruited this amount of teachers into the profession especially given the
added challenge that the pandemic brought in the Summer Term!
Whilst much of our training programme has stayed the same, there are also many differences and flexibility has
been key. Every Monday, we would usually have a packed training room in the LRC with trainee teachers busily
sharing their experiences from the previous week, ready for new training input from expert colleagues at The
Compton. However, this has not been possible so far this year. Instead, trainee teachers are experiencing
remote learning comparable to the provision some of our students are receiving at times. We are proud of the
high quality of training that our trainee teachers receive but we have had to adapt to this different method of
delivery.
Of course, many of our trainee teachers have been impacted by bubble closures, year group closures in their
placement schools, and self-isolation. They have developed skills that would not be a feature of a ‘normal’
training year; use of Google Classroom; MS Teams; how to teach a class face-to-face whilst also teaching students
remotely; how to assess students’ work without being able to circulate in the classroom. Every school has its
own context and its own risk assessment, which trainee teachers need to follow and have to adapt their teaching
in accordance. This is all whilst they learn the craft of being
a teacher.
Our trainee teachers have been phenomenal and are a
credit to the SCITT and the schools in the partnership.
Ultimately, their passion for developing the talents of the
students in their classrooms is unwavering! We look
forward to bringing you some personal stories of our
trainee teachers next week.
By Emma Hazlegreaves, Associate Headteacher

Wellbeing Kindness Tips
2020 has been a difficult year in so many ways. We have suffered with uncertainty, anxiety, isolation and challenges
with our financial situation, health or relationships. One thing that can hold us together and help us get through
is kindness. Although we can't change our situation, we can choose to respond to others (and ourselves) with
kindness. And when we're kind, everything goes better. We help others, we help ourselves and we encourage others to
be kinder too.

Severe Weather Conditions

Here is a reminder of key information regarding school closure in the event of severe weather conditions.
The decision will be made by 7.00am and will be communicated on the school website. You are advised to
check this before sending your child to school. If it has snowed, please do not assume that the school will
be closed. The school will only close if it places the health and safety of staff and students at risk. If
weather conditions deteriorate whilst the school is in session, we will contact parents by text and place a
message the website. Students will be kept informed of the decision and guidance will be given as to the
next steps. The Compton School is committed to ensuring that all our students are able to maximise their
potential and any decision to close the school will not be taken lightly. We will aim to remain open or
partially open during inclement weather to avoid disruption to students’ learning but will consider the
conditions and safety of students on the school site, transport links in the area as well as levels of staffing.
In the event of a school closure, students should complete work set via Show My Homework/MS Teams.
After a school closure, a message will be posted on the website informing students and parents of when
the school will reopen.
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Alan Alexander Milne was an English author, best
known for his books about the teddy bear Winnie-thePooh and for various poems.
Milne was a noted writer, primarily as a playwright,
before the huge success of Pooh overshadowed all his
previous work. Milne served in both World Wars,
joining the British Army in World War I, and as a captain
of the British Home Guard in World War II.
He is the father of bookseller Christopher Robin Milne,
upon whom the character Christopher Robin is based.

Students
‘Excellence for All’

Charity Day
Our charity day is Friday, 11th December, this coincides
with Christmas Jumper Day, so please feel free to wear
your Jumpers. We will be raising funds for Haven House
& Save the Children.
Haven House has supported hundreds of families, looking after children and young people, from birth, who
have life-limiting or life-threatening conditions. Save the Children lead the way on tackling problems like
pneumonia, hunger and protecting children in war, while making sure each child’s unique needs are cared for.
They find new ways to reach children who need them the most, no matter where they’re growing up.
As always, a voluntary contribution of £1 is required if students wish to wear non-school uniform. Please
remember to dress modestly. This means no flesh revealing or tight fitting clothes such as crop tops / belly
tops / short shorts / extremely tight leggings. No outdoor coats or jackets to be worn - they should be carried.
No caps/hats to be worn inside the school building.

Extracurricular Activities
This is the schedule for the extra-curricular activities at The Compton School beginning from Monday, 7th December. We
would encourage all students to read through the schedules.
Please make sure you know if your child is attending a club as they are unable to use the telephones to call you and will
therefore be home later.

PE News
The following staff & students 'pushed themselves to the limit' during November and here are the results.
Congratulations to the following staff:
Jonathan Dunbar - 645km - cycled
Annie McAnulty - 50km - run
Emily Walker-Nolan - 52km - run - *and raised £650 for The North London Hospice*
David Neilson - 64km - run
Adam McDonnell - 340km run, 480km cycled
Jane Morley - 50km - run
Stuart Merritt - 100km - run, 50km - cycled
Nicki Milne - 200km - run/cycled
Jeremy Stone - 544km - cycled
Tom Magnitis - 310km - cycled
John Flanagan - 100km - run
Ann Marie Mulkerins - 133km - cycled
Siobhan Tate - 360km - cycled
Omari Caro - 190kg 1 rep. max squat - weightlifting challenge
Victoria Freed - 42km - run
Jonny McDonnell - 200km - cycled
Annie-Rose Dunn - 94.66km - walk/run/cycled

Congratulations to the following students:
Year 13
Holly Conway - 42km - run
Holly Hawkins - 42km - run

Take a breather!
Here are the results from last week’s spot the difference.

Take a few minutes out, get a welldeserved cup of tea and complete the
below Movie Challenge. There are 25
movies hidden in this photo for you to
guess! Answers will be in next week’s
Newsletter along with a new challenge.
Good luck!

AR Millionaires
Year 7 and Year 8 have produced 3 Word Millionaires each this term. This means that these students have
read and enjoyed over 1,000,000 words from their books. Examples of book word length can be found on
www.arbookfind.co.uk
Every time students take the AR quiz, the book's word total is recorded so we can track their wonderful
achievement. Millionaires receive a certificate and a prize from the LRC.
Congratulations to:
Year 8
Year 7
Naiela Farid, Maya Corrall and Anya Lazarevic Lewis. Aashi Jain, Shamsiya Muhtar and Marbiya Muhtar.
We are expecting more Millionaires soon, Samia Bharmal 7, Abdullah Bastoni 8 and Asim Ozdemir 9 are all
very close. Keep reading!

Charity Leaders Raising Awareness for
World Aids Day 2020
World AIDS day took place in school on Tuesday,
1st December to help those who are diagnosed
with HIV and to raise awareness. Charity Leaders
from across year groups sold red ribbons in their
year group bubbles during PDT.

Y8 Creative Writing Club is back again!
Hello Year 8s! If you love writing and having fun with words, why not join Creative Writing Club in T7? This is on every
week B1 and A1 on a Wednesday from 2:45 – 3:45. The next session is on 09/12/20. Last session we analysed utopias
and dystopias in literature and had a go
at writing our own utopias / dystopias,
based on The Hunger Games and other
novels and film clips. We also played
some fun writing games too. So, I hope
to see you there intrepid writers!
Happy writing!
Ms Houghton and Mr Lee
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