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Guide to Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic  

(BAME) authors in the LRC 
 

“I’ve always just tried 
to express that love is 
more powerful than 
hate.” 
Alex Wheatle 

“As a storyteller, I like 
to mix things up … to 
cross the borders of 
genre, race, culture, 

gender, history and 
sexuality.” 
Bernadine Evaristo 

 

Until recently there was little 

diversity in young adult 

literature: a recent report 

found that only 4% of British 

children’s books featured a 

main character who was black 

or minority ethnic (up from 

1% in 2017). 

However, the publishing 
industry is evolving, with an 
increasing number of talented 
poets, essayists, bloggers and, 
of course, novelists, who 
represent our diverse society.  

The LRC BAME collection is 
also growing, and this booklet 
is intended as a brief 
introduction to some of the 
best BAME YA fiction talent  
today, nearly all of whom 
have won literary, academic 
and civic awards, far too 
numerous to mention here. 
Most novels can also be found 
on Accelerated Reader.  
 

“You want diverse 
voices to give their 

perspectives and 
stories from their 
angles – it benefits 
everyone.” 
Humza Arshad 
 

“The question is 
…what does 
inclusivity look like, 
and that for me is the 
ability to cater to 
someone’s lived 
experience.” 
Yomi Adegoke 
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Authors 
 

Randa Abdel-Fattah 
Elizabeth Acevedo  
Ayobami Adebayo   
Tomi Adeyemi   
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
Sufiya Ahmed 
Kwame Alexander  
Sherman Alexie  
Humza Arshad 
Dean Atta 
Malorie Blackman  
Sita Brahmachari 
Aisha Bushby 
Tanya Byrne 
Candice Carty-Williams 
Soman Chainai 
Sue Cheung 
Dhonielle Clayton 
Zizou Corder 
Kit de Waal  
Akwaeke Emezi 
Diana Evans 
Bernardine Evaristo  
Sharon G. Flake 
Jamila Gavin 
Candy Gourlay 
Jenny Han 
Naoki Higashida  
Khaled Hosseini 
Polly Ho-Yen 
Kazuo Ishiguro 
Sharna Jackson 
Catherine Johnson 

Savita Kalhan 
Pete Kalu 
Muhammad Khan  
Sabina Khan  
Kevin Kwan 
Patrice Lawrence 
Marie Lu  
Ayisha Malik  
Taran Matharu 
Zanib Mian  
Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
Brittney Morris 
Haruki Murakami  
Emily X.R. Pan 
Issa Rae 
Bali Rai 
Onjali Raúf 
Jason Reynolds 
Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Randy Ribay 
S F Said 
Alexandra Sheppard 
Nikesh Shukla 
Angie Thomas 
Zadie Smith 
Meera Syal 
Renée Watson 
Alex Wheatle 
Adeline Yen Mah 
Nicola Yoon 
Malala Yousafzai 
Benjamin Zephania

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ayobami-Adebayo/e/B06XRDBC65?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_25&qid=1589361457&sr=8-25
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Aisha-Bushby/e/B07MY5MYTJ?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_19&qid=1589361457&sr=8-19
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Candice-Carty-Williams/e/B07NWF5MYJ?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_2&qid=1589361191&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jamila-Gavin/e/B001H6ME82?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_43&qid=1589361656&sr=8-43
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Zanib-Mian/e/B0058UX888?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_21&qid=1589361457&sr=8-21
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Randa Abdel-Fattah 
Author of 11 novels published in over 15 countries. A Muslim of 
Palestinian and Egyptian heritage, she has worked as a lawyer, 
human rights advocate and community volunteer. 

 

 

Elizabeth Acevedo 
Comes from a family of storytellers and came to writing through 
rap and then poetry. Her debut novel, The Poet X, won the 2018 
National Book Award for Young People’s Literature. She lives in 
Washington. 

 

 

Ayobami Adebayo  
Nigerian-born  writer won The Future Awards Africa Prize for Arts 
and Culture in 2017. She has worked as an editor for Saraba 
magazine since 2009. Stay with Me is about a marriage under 
threat. 

 

 

 

Tomi Adeyemi 
After graduating Harvard University she received a fellowship to 
study West African mythology, religion, and culture in Salvador, 
Brazil, where she was inspired to write her bestselling debut 
fantasy novel Children of Blood and Bone. 

 

 
 

 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
Nigerian-born author of multi-award-winning novels including 
Purple Hibiscus, Half of a Yellow Sun - based on the experiences 
of her parents during the Nigeria-Biafra war - and Americanah. 
Divides her time between the United States and Nigeria. 

 

 

 

Samira Ahmed 
New York Times bestselling author of Love, Hate, & Other Filters, 
the Internment and Mad, Bad, & Dangerous to Know.Born in 
India, she now lives in Illinois, USA. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ayobami-Adebayo/e/B06XRDBC65?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_25&qid=1589361457&sr=8-25
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Sufiya Ahmed 
Born in India and came to the UK as a baby. She lived in Bolton, 
Lancashire, now lives in London.She writes about identity and 
belonging. Best know for Secrets of The Henna Girl. 

 

 

 

Kwame Alexander 
Born in New York, he is an award-winning educator, poet, 
campaigner and author of 32 well received books, including 
several sports-themed young adult novels: Booked, The 
Crossover and Rebound. 

 

 

Sherman Alexie 
Native American who grew up on a Spokane Indian Reservation. 
His writing about his community, including The Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part-Time Indian, has won him an international 
following. 

 

 

Humza Arshad 
British actor, comedian and writer of Pakistani descent. With 
over 100m views on his channel, Humza has used his influence 
and comedy touring schools to help prevent at-risk teens of 
becoming radicalised. His co-writer is Henry White. 
 
  

 

Dean Atta 
Listed by The Independent as one of the 100 most influential 
LGBT people in the UK, he is a British poet of Greek Cypriot and 
Caribbean descent. Black Flamingo is a novel in verse that follows 
Michael through his turbulent life as he embraces his identity as a 
mixed-race gay teen. 
  

 

Malorie Blackman 
Has written over seventy books for children and young adults, 
including the Noughts & Crosses series, Thief and a science-
fiction thriller, Chasing the Stars. Many of her books have also 
been adapted for stage and television. 

 

 

Sita Brahmachari 
Born in Derby to an Indian doctor and an English nurse. Her many 
publications feature friendship, immigration, racism, 
homelessness and mental health challenges. Her debut novel was 
Artichoke Hearts. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spokane_Indian_Reservation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Absolutely_True_Diary_of_a_Part-Time_Indian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Absolutely_True_Diary_of_a_Part-Time_Indian
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Aisha Bushby 
Aisha was born in the Middle East and has lived in Kuwait, 
England and Canada. She now writes children's books, sometimes 
with a little bit of magic in them. 

 

 

Candice Carty-Williams 
Created the Guardian and 4th Estate BAME Short Story Prize. Has 
written for i-D, Vogue International, the Sunday Times, BEAT 
Magazine, Black Ballad and more. She lives in South London. 
Queenie is a darkly comic and bitingly subversive take on life, 
love, race and family. 

 

 

Soman Chainani 
Grew up in Florida, where his family was one of the few of Indian 
descent locally. His fantasy 6-part series The School for Good and 
Evil has sold over 2.5 million copies. 
 

 

 

Sue Cheung 
Sue’s parents emigrated to the UK from Hong Kong in the 1960s 
and she was born in Nottingham. Always interested in the visual 
arts she wrote picture books before her debut novel, Chinglish. 

 

 

Dhonielle Clayton 
Spent most of her Washington DC childhood ‘under her 
grandmother’s dining room table with a stack of books.’   After 
stints as a librarian and a teacher, she turned to writing. In her 
latest novel, Belles are revered for their Beauty, a commodity 
coveted above all else. 
  

 

Zizou Corder 
Mother and daughter duo Louisa Young and Isabel Adomakoh 
Young wrote the Lionboy series, about a boy named Charlie 
Ashanti who can speak Cat after accidentally swapping blood 
with a leopard cub. 
 

 

 

Kit de Waal  
Born in Birmingham to an Irish mother and a Caribbean father. A 
lawyer specialising in foster issues, she has also written many 
award-winning stories. Her first novel My Name is Leon is funny, 
gritty and honest. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Aisha-Bushby/e/B07MY5MYTJ?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_19&qid=1589361457&sr=8-19
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Candice-Carty-Williams/e/B07NWF5MYJ?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_2&qid=1589361191&sr=8-2
http://www.4thestate.co.uk/prize/
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 Akwaeke Emezi 
Growing up in Aba, Nigeria, Emezi used storytelling to escape the 
riots, dictatorship, and dangerous reality of their childhoods. In 
the novel Pet, Jam has grown up not believing  in monsters…until 
she meets Pet, a creature who emerges from one of her mother's 
paintings and a drop of Jam's blood. 
  

 

Diana Evans 
Diana Evans is a London-born author (and twin) of 
Nigerian/British descent. Her bestselling and award-winning 
debut novel, 26a, looks at the fractured lives of identical twins 
growing up in North-West London. 

 

 

Bernardine Evaristo 
British writer Bernardine Evaristo is the award-winning author of 
eight books and numerous other works based around her 
interest in the African diaspora. Girl, Woman, Other follows a 
cast of twelve characters on their personal journeys through this 
country and the last hundred years.  

 

Sharon G. Flake 
Writes about young people who overcome challenges. Was 
inspired to write The Skin I’m In by her daughter. She lives 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 

 

Jamila Gavin 
Jamila's Indian father and English mother met in Iran, married in 
Mumbai, and took their family across India and London. She 
enjoys writing children’s books that reflect the multi-cultural 
world in which we live. 

 

 

Candy Gourlay 
Growing up in the Philippines, Candy wondered why her 
favourite books featured pink-skinned children in chilly worlds 
unlike her steamy, tropical home. Her life-long desire to be 
published came after many years of trying. She lives in London. 

 

 

Jenny Han 
Best-selling Korean-American author of YA romance and a former 
librarian. Lives in New York. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh,_Pennsylvania
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jamila-Gavin/e/B001H6ME82?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_43&qid=1589361656&sr=8-43
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Naoki Higashida 
Born in Kimitsu, Japan in 1992. Diagnosed with severe non-verbal 
autism when he was five, Naoki learnt how to communicate using 
a handmade alphabet grid and began to write poems and short 
stories. The Reason I Jump tells some of his story. 

 

 

Khaled Hosseini 
American born in Kabul, Afghanistan. Graduated in California, 
then worked as a doctor before writing highly successful novels 
set at least partly in Afghanistan: The Kite Runner, A Thousand 
Splendid Suns and And the Mountains Echoed. 

 

 

Polly Ho-Yen 
Polly Ho-Yen studied English at Birmingham University before 
working in publishing for several years. She writes quirky 
children’s books with more than a sprinkling of magic. 

 

 

Sharna Jackson  
Author and artistic director who specialises in digital initiatives 
for children who is very keen to see far more diversity in 
children’s publishing.She has written five books including High 
Rise Mystery, which features a sibling detective duo. 

 

 

Kazuo Ishiguro 
Novelist, screenwriter and short-story writer. He was born in 
Nagasaki, Japan and moved to the UK when he was five. He 
writes melancholic novels of loneliness, dystopia and humanity. 

 

 

Catherine Johnson 
Catherine’s father was from Jamaica and mother from Wales, and 
both were keen storytellers. As a child, ‘mixed race families were 
still very unusual’. The characters in her historical novels are 
made up, but they are always based on truths. 
 

 

 

Savita Kalhan 
Born in India, but has lived in the UK for most of her life. Taught 
English in the Middle East and now lives in North London, writing, 
running an allotment, and playing tennis. The Girl in the Broken 
Mirror deals with the challenges of a patriarchal society and rape. 
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Pete Kalu 
Poet, fiction writer and playwright, started out as a member of 
Manchester’s Moss Side Write black writers workshop and writes 
about challenges and emotional dilemmas.  

 

 

Muhammad Khan  
Engineer, secondary-school maths teacher, and YA author. He 
takes his inspiration from the children he teaches, as well as his 
own upbringing as a British-born Pakistani. 

 

 

Sabina Khan  
After living in Germany, Bangladesh, Macao, Illinois and Texas, 
Sabina has finally settled down in British Columbia, Canada. An 
educational consultant and a karaoke enthusiast, she writes 
about a girl who tries her hardest to live up to her conservative 
Muslim parents' expectations but fails. 

 

 

 

Kevin Kwan 
Born and raised in Singapore, he is best known for his hugely 
successful satirical novels, Crazy Rich Asians, China Rich Girlfriend 
and Rich People Problems. 

 

 

Patrice Lawrence 
Born in Brighton, Sussex, and brought up in an Italian-Trinidadian 
family. Her stories are real, heartfelt, and moving, reflecting the 
‘real situation faced by many black teenagers in Britain’, and 
issues such as bullying, fostering and teenage relationships. 

 

 

Marie Lu  
Born in Jiangsu, China, she’s a YA adult author best known for the 
Legend series of novels set in a dystopian, militarized future. Lu 
lived in Beijing as a small child and then moved to Texas, USA 
when she was five. 
 

 
 

 

Ayisha Malik 
Born and raised South Londoner, lover of books (obviously), and 
writer of contemporary fiction. A former publicist at Penguin 
Random House, turned managing editor at Cornerstones Literary 
Consultancy, turned full-time writer. Also known for ghost-writing 
for celebrity baker, Nadiya Hussain. 
 

 



 
 

9 
 

 

Taran Matharu 
Bestselling author of the Summoner series, which has been 
translated into 15 languages and has sold over a million copies in 
English. He was born in London to a Brazilian mother and Indian 
father. 

 

 

Zanib Mian (illustrator Nasaya Mafaridik) 
Londoner, ex-science teacher and lover of writing stories and 
poetry. Planet Omar, a funny and relatable account of a Muslim 
schoolboy’s life, is her first novel for older readers. 

 

 

Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
Her earliest ambition was to be a cat, closely followed by a cat-
owner or the first woman on Mars. She has achieved only one of 
these things, but discovered that being a writer lets you imagine 
whatever you want. 

 

 

Haruki Murakami 
Keen runner and jazz lover, he is one of Japan’s most celebrated 
writers. After college, Murakami opened a small jazz bar then 
lived and taught in the US for many years. Celebrated for his 
dreamlike, magical realism novels. 
 

 

 

Celeste Ng 
Daughter of scientists who came to the US from Hong Kong in the 
1960s. As part of the only Asian family in her neighbourhood, she 
writes from her experience of feeling  ‘out of place but also 
conspicuous … continually other’. 

 

 

Emily X.R. Pan 
A ‘proud Ravenclaw’, living in New York. Author of the 
Astonishing Colour of After, a YA novel that combines, grief, 
romance and magical realism into a heady mix. 
 

 

 

Bali Rai 
Born in Leicester to Punjabi parents he aims to write the sort of 
books for teenagers ‘me and my mates would have loved at 
school’. Has also written several football-themed books for 
dyslexia-friendly publisher Barrington Stoke. 
 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Zanib-Mian/e/B0058UX888?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_21&qid=1589361457&sr=8-21
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/164692.Celeste_Ng
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Onjali Raúf 
British author and founder of Making Herstory, a non-
governmental  organisation tackling female abuse and trafficking. 
Her début novel, The Boy at the Back of the Class, portrays the 
refugee crisis through the eyes of a child. 

 

 

Jason Reynolds 
American author of novels and poetry for teenage audiences, 
including Ghost and Long Way Down. His personal remit is to 
bring ‘some cool stories to the world’. 
 

 

 

Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Born and raised in an African-American neighbourhood in 
Pennsylvania, USA, she is a distinguished novelist and educator. 
Writing for children was always her dream and among many 
other publications she has published six children’s books, 
including the bestseller Ghost Boys. 
 

 

 

Randy Ribay 
Randy Ribay was born in the Philippines and raised in the US. He 
currently teaches English and lives in the San Francisco Bay 
Area.He's also a reader, gamer, watcher of great TV, husband, 
dog-owner and author of Patron Saints of Nothing, shortlisted for 
the Carnegie medal 2020. 

 

 

S F Said 
Said was born in Beirut and grew up in the Iraqi diasporic 
community in London, moving there with his mother aged two. 
He wrote 17 first drafts of his famous fantasy adventure Varjak 
Paw, the Mesopotamian Blue cat who dreams of the Way - a 
secret martial art for cats. 
  

 

Nikesh Shukla 
British author, screenwriter and author of The Good Immigrant. 
His writing focuses on race, friendship and belonging. The Boxer 
introduces Sunny, a lonely seventeen-year-old whobegins boxing 
to protect himself after a racist attack.  
  

 

Meera Syal 
British comedian, writer, playwright, singer, journalist, producer 
and actress. Grew up in the only Asian family in a small Midlands 
mining village, which formed the backdrop to her ground-
breaking novel Anita and Me. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nikesh-Shukla/e/B003YDGJ14?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_16&qid=1589361191&sr=8-16
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Angie Thomas 
Born, raised, and still lives in Jackson, Mississippi. A former teen 
rapper, she holds a BFA in creative writing from Belhaven 
University. Her award-winning, acclaimed debut novel, The Hate 
U Give was followed by On The Come Up. 

 

 

Alexandra Sheppard 
Combined her love of ancient mythology and creative writing to 
produce her debut novel, a humorous tale about a teenage girl 
living with her chaotic family - who just happen to be Greek gods 
operating undercover. 

 

 

Zadie Smith 
As a child growing up in London, Smith enjoyed tap dancing, and 
considered a career in musical theatre. At university she worked 
as a jazz singer, and thought of becoming a journalist … but 
literature won the day. 

 
 

 

Nic Stone 
Born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, she has a degree in 
psychology. The ‘only thing she loves more than an adventure is a 
good story about one.’ Dear Martin [Luther King] is a blistering 
reflection of racism in the US.  

 

Renée Watson 
Writer, educator and activist, with a passion for using the arts to 
help youth cope with trauma. Her poetry and fiction often 
feature black girls and women, and explores themes of home, 
identity, and the intersections of race, class, and gender. She lives 
in New York.  

 

Alex Wheatle 
Spent most of his childhood in a children’s home near Croydon, 
where he escaped into reading comics like The Beano.His heroes 
include Pele and Muhammad Ali. Big reggae fan and lyricist. 
Writes gritty YA novels, many set on the fictional Crongton 
estate. 

 

 

Adeline Yen Mah 
Adeline’s mother died shortly after her birth in Tianjin, China. 
This wasthought bad luck by her traditional Chinese family who 
mistreated throughout her childhood, an experience that formed 
the background to her Chinese Cinderella books. 

 

 

Nicola Yoon 
Self-confessed hopeless romantic, karaoke fan and cheese lover. 
A former jewellery maker, she hand writes the first drafts of her 
YA romances. Proud member of the We Need Diverse Books 
team.Grew up in Jamaica and Brooklyn, and lives in Los Angeles. 
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Malala Yousafzai 
Pakistani Pashtun activist for female education, and the youngest 
Nobel Prize laureate. In 2012 Malala and two other girls were 
shot by a Taliban gunman in retaliation for her activism. She went 
on to recover and continue her work in the UK. 

 

 

Benjamin Zephaniah 
Wrote poetry from an early age, strongly influenced by the music 
and poetry of Jamaica and what he calls ‘street politics.’ 
Born in Birmingham, he now mainly lives in China, while touring 
globally, and is still passionate about politics and poetry. 

 
  

Authors primarily active pre-21st century 
 
Chinua Achebe 1930-2013 
Nigerian novelist, poet, professor, and critic, famous for his first novel Things Fall Apart (1958). 
 
Maya Angelou 1928-2014 
American poet, memoirist, and actress whose writings explore the themes of economic, racial, and 
sexual oppression. Her many books include I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, 1969. 
 
Rosa Guy 1922-2012 
Trinidad-born American writer who grew up in New York, orphaned when young. Raised in foster 
homes, she was acclaimed for her books for adults and young people that stressed supportive 
relationships, including Friends, 1995. 
 
Toni Morrison, 1931-2019  
American novelist, essayist, book editor, and college professor.  Morrison won the Pulitzer Prize for 
Beloved, 1987. 
 
Mildred D Taylor 1943- 
Known for exploring powerful themes of family, and intense themes of racism faced by African 
Americans in the Deep South, notably the first of a trilogy about the Logan family, Roll of Thunder 
Hear My Cry (1976). 
 
Alice Walker 1944- 
American novelist, short story writer, poet, and social activist, most famous for The Color Purple 
(1982). The novel follows a young, troubled black woman fighting her way through not just racist 
white culture but patriarchal black culture as well. 
 


