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Part 2—Pre-Course Prep 

Task Two: This final task prepares you for the first unit of work you will study. (Challenge reading: Beginning Theo-

ry -- - Peter Barry) Research the following poets and make a fact file for each one. In addition to recording infor-

mation about each poet’s personal context, research the context of the time period that each was writing in. Con-

sider each era’s social attitudes (including gender roles), religious beliefs and any significant historical events that 

took place at the time, e.g. the English Civil War. Each fact file should be between half an A4 page and one A4 

page in length. 

Use a range of websites and ensure that they are respectable. Put the information into your own words – all A 

Level work is checked for plagiarism.  

Sir Thomas Wyatt 

William Shakespeare 

John Donne 

Andrew Marvell 

Richard Lovelace 

John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester 

William Blake 

Robert Burns 

Lord Byron 

Christina Rossetti 

Thomas Hardy 

John Keats 

Ernest Dowson 

Task One:  In order to get a better understanding of the course, we want you to research one of the genres below 
and create a PowerPoint to submit on your findings. These will be collated in the first term for the whole class as 
revision materials.  
- Gothic fiction  
- Dystopian (Utopian vs Dystopian if you want a challenge)  
- Bildungsroman  
- Colonial vs Post-colonial  
- Fantasy  
- Science Fiction  

In your PowerPoint please include - 
A brief history of the genre – when did it start? Why did it start? Was it a reaction to something political for exam-
ple?  
A slide on what the key features of that genre are  
A slide on key writers of that genre and what time they were writing  in. Focus on 2 writers and create a slide on 
each writer explaining who they are and what they wrote. Was there anything particularly special about them? 
Were they forward thinkers? Did they have an important role in society?  
Choose one text you are interested in reading in as your final slide.  


