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cally,  evaluate, research independently and analyse. 
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Welcome to English Literature A Level! 

When studying the course, you will spend a lot of your time reading plays, novels and poems from a 

broad range of genres and time periods. So the first question you probably want to ask yourself is, “Do I 

like to read in my own time?” The second expectation is that you will be an inquisitive mind that is forev-

er asking questions and trying to dig deeper for answers. So ask yourself, “Do I enjoy researching?” Final-

ly, consider whether your writing is of a high academic standard. If it is not quite there yet, do not worry 

too much – instead ask yourself, “do I want to improve my writing in order to sound intelligent, articu-

late, and academic?” If you want to go to university in the future, then this is probably you!  

Specification  

AQA English Literature A  

Paper 1: Love through the ages 

 3 hour exam worth 75 marks (40%)  

Section A: Shakespeare: 1 passage based question  

Section B: Unseen Poetry: 1 question on 2 poems  

Section C: Comparing texts: 1 essay question linking 2 texts  

Paper 2B: Modern times literature from 1945 to the present day (Option 1) 

2 hour 30 minutes exam worth 75 marks (40%)  

Section A: Set text: Poetry collection  

Section B.1: Unseen extract  

Section B.2: 1 essay linking 2 texts  

Non-exam Assessment: Independent Study: Texts across time  

Independent essay of 2500 words comparing 2 texts of own choice  

50 marks (20%)  

Texts 

Rebecca—Daphne du Maurier  

Measure for Measure—Shakespeare  

Pre-1900 Poetry Anthology (given to you)  

Feminine Gospels—Carol Ann Duffy  

The Color Purple—Alice Walker  

A Streetcar Named Desire—Tennessee Williams  



Suggested Websites 

Part 1: Wider Reading 

Task Two:  A huge part of A Level Study is reading around the subject and developing an 

understanding of how your subjects fits into the world around you. We want you to enrich 

your subject knowledge through selecting texts from the suggestions below to pursue your 

talents and interests in the subject.  

Please choose at least ONE option from EACH of the wider reading categories on the next 

page.  

That means you’ll be exploring at least: 

• One website 

• One book (Pre-1900 is preferable) 

• One film adapted from a literary work  

For this part of the bridging work, we expect you to submit a page of notes on your re-

search . This should be around 1 A4 page tracking your notes, thoughts, interpretations as 

you take part in each activity.  

NB: You can choose your own book/film adaptation/website resource too, or read/watch 

more than one!  

Task One:  Please write a short essay explaining your favourite novel, play or poem. This 
cannot be from the school syllabus – it must be something you have read in your own 
time.  

Consider the following questions: 

Why it is your favourite text?  
Did you read it at an important time?  
Did it relate to you?  
Did it excite you?  
What did you like about the style of writing?  
Was the structure of the text particularly interesting?  
Did this particular text make you want to study literature at a higher level?  
If not, what was the driving force behind you taking this course?  

Please submit 2/3 of a page to 1 page maximum. This is the first piece of extended 
writing we will receive from you so please ensure that it is of a high standard. Para-
graphs and subject-terminology are your friends!  



 

Suggested Wider Reading 

Suggested Wider Watching 

Jane Eyre—Charlotte Bronte 

A Picture of Dorian Gray— Oscar Wilde 

Frankenstein—Mary Shelley  

All My Sons—Arthur Miller  

Beloved—Toni Morrison (any work by Toni Morrison) 

Homegoing—Yaa Gyasi 

Never Let Me Go—Kazuo Ishiguro 

Any reading is good—modern of pre-1900. We just want you to enhance your reading experience. to see what you 

Any Literary adaptations are worth a watch—really it is about broadening your literary knowledge and 

finding out your interests. Here are some good ones to look for on Netflix: 

• To Kill A Mockingbird—based on the novel by Harper Lee 

• Cold Mountain—based on the novel by Charles Frazier 

• The Double—based on the novella by Fuodor Dostoevsky 

• Pride and Prejudice—based on the novel by Jane Austen—any Austen adaptations are worth a 

watch! 

• The Great Gatsby—based on the novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

• Little Women—based on the novel by Louisa May Alcott 

You can find movie adaptations of out set texts (Rebecca, A Streetcar Named Desire and The Color Pur-

ple) too.  

Suggested Websites 

https://www.ted.com/topics/literature/ - here you will find a range of talks on all things Literature. We 

would like you to listen to 2. ‘My Year reading a book from every country in the world’ is interesting or 

‘How a book can open your mind’. However, look around and choose something that interests you and 

then tell us your thoughts.  

http://www.bl.uk/englishtimeline/ - have a look at the interactive timeline on the British Library website. 

You need to have a general knowledge of the different literary periods so spend some time reading 

through this.  

The British Library have a section called Discovering Literature that has a plethora of articles about Liter-

ary works. We would like you to read this one https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/

gender-roles-in-the-19th-century but then explore the website and practice using it. Tell us what you 

read and the things you find interesting.  


