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The aim of the bridging work is to help your transition from Year 11 to Year 12. This is the 

first of two bridging work tasks that aim help you understand more about the nature of the 

A-Level Economics course in order to help you make a great start to you’re a level course in 

this subject. 

A-level Economics involves studying the UK economy and the economy of the wider world. 

Lots of questions will be discussed in lessons.  Careful study will help you to answer 

questions about money, income, wealth, production, employment, prices and lots more. 

Successful completion of the course will mean that you will be much more confident about 

understanding the financial aspects of the world in which we live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Typical questions we may discuss in Economics include: 

1. Why is there income inequality in the UK? 

2. Why are house prices so high the UK? 

3. How should university education be paid for? 

4. What influences the prices we pay for the goods and services we buy? 

5. Why does the Government provide certain services like education and healthcare? 



These are just a few of the many questions we will be looking at on our course. You do not 

have to answer them as part of your bridging work but you can think about answers you 

would give. 

 

 The type of assessment in A-level Economics 

There are three exams at the end of the A level course. The results you achieve determine 

the grade you gain 

Paper 1: Macroeconomics (the big issues in economics that affect the whole economy like 

the jobs market and price changes). 

Paper 2: Microeconomics (the smaller details of the economy such as what influences firms 

to take on more workers or produce more things). 

Paper 3: Themes in Economics (the big topics that affect our world today), this includes 

things like how development affects the environment and the consequences of the UK 

leaving the EU. 

Recommended textbook: 

OCR A-Level Economics (fourth edition) by Peter Smith. ISBN 978-1-5104-5840-6. 

If you choose to study Economics you may want to purchase this book as it covers the whole 

course. At The Compton School, we provide you with free access to an on-line version of the 

book which suits many students. Other students prefer to buy a copy of the book, you will 

still have free access to the on-line version. 

 

 

 

 

                                             Click here to see sample pages from our recommended textbook 

As well as a good textbook to support your learning reading a newspaper or journal like 

The Economist or listening to economics related podcasts like FT Money can support your 

learning. Many economics and money related podcasts are available on Spotify for free 

The Exam board we use. 

The exam board is OCR. You can find out full details about the course along with 

specification information by following the link: 

There are plenty of textbooks on the market to help you in Economics. 

This is the recommended book for our course. If you buy it to support 

your learning, think about where you buy it- it’s an economics question. 

The convenience of Amazon or by ordering from your local bookshop 

you might help save jobs and the High Street 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Level-Economics-Peter-Smith/dp/1510458409


The Exam Board- OCR  

 

Using this link will enable you to download a copy of the specification which will help you see a detailed 

breakdown of the course. If you decide to do this course as one of you’re a levels the specification will 

prove to be a really important document because it will help you track your progress and read ahead on 

topics you are studying or going to be studying. 

Course assessment involves completing multiple choice questions, data response and essay work. There 

is no coursework as part of the assessment process. Skills in English (reading, comprehending and writing) 

and in mathematics (numeracy, percentages, calculations) will be extremely important in the end of 

course exams. 

The format of the exam papers.  

To give you an idea of the style of the exam paper (they do differ between component parts, click on the 

links for a typical exam paper. The Year 13 paper is typical of the end of course exam. The Year 12 paper 

is typical of the kind of paper we would expect you to be able to work on after two terms of study- see 

the links below to give you some idea about the style of the exam papers. 

 

 

 

 

 

How will I learn? 

The move from GCSE to A level is a big step. Most people who study Economics at A level 

have not studied the subject at GCSE. This is one of the appeals of the subject. You do not 

need to have studied Economics before. It will provide you with a new and exciting 

challenge. 

In lessons we use presentations and discussion work. This helps us to understand the basics 

of the course and then by discussing things further we can ensure that we learn things more 

deeply and understand. A mixture of independent and group work is used to help students 

develop their knowledge and understanding in the subject. Independent work helps you to 

improve your skills and will be valuable for university. Working in pairs and small groups will 

help you to develop important skills that could help you in the world of work. Writing notes, 

using what you have learnt to help you with essays and data response in lessons and in 

homework tasks will help you be well prepared for the exams at the end of the course. In A 

level Economics we place great emphasis on exam question practice to help your confidence 

and skills in the subject. 

Click on the OCR logo to take you to the specification for our course 

Year 12 sample 

paper click 

here 

Cl 

sa 

Sample paper 

Year 13 sample 

paper click 

here 

sa 

Sample paper 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/economics-h060-h460-from-2019/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/536434-macroeconomics.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/536434-macroeconomics.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/536436-macroeconomics.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/536436-macroeconomics.pdf


 

 

Bridging work part 1: The Chancellor’s economic policy 

This section involves researching from the provided website or other websites you find 

useful for this topic and then answering the questions in the form of a report. You can 

include pictures and graphs or tables of information in your report if you wish. 

Note Q1 is a knowledge and research question; Q2 is an analysis or explaining question and 

Q3 is an evaluation question- all these skills are required in A level Economics. 

Website link to help you with your research: 

Spring statement 2022: key points at a glance | Spring statement 2022 | The Guardian 

1. Who is the Chancellor of the Exchequer? Name and picture. 

2. In March 2022, The Chancellor made a Spring Statement announcing some 

important changes to tax. Explain the Chancellor’s actions about: 

• Growth in the economy 

• The cost of living 

• Petrol prices 

• Income tax 

For question 2 you need to include the key information about each bullet points and then 

what the Chancellor has said he intends to do to help in each area 

3. Evaluate whether you think the Chancellor’s policies will help to people to be better 

off and so more financially secure 

 

Bridging Work piece 1 should be 1-2 sides of A4 in total 
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/mar/23/spring-statement-2022-key-points-rishi-sunak-budget

