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Dear Parents and 
Students 

As the autumn term 
draws to a close, it 
seems only natural to 
reflect on the term's 
accomplishments.  The 
theme of ‘generosity’ 

encapsulates these perfectly.   

Mahatma Gandhi said, “The best way to 
find yourself is to lose yourself in the service 
of others.” Our Year 8 students are 
participating in First Give, a social action 
initiative.  Each form group raises money or 
awareness for different charities, such as, 
MIND, Homeless Action for Barnet, and 
Standing Together Against Domestic 
Violence:  Year 10 students are focusing their 
efforts on the WE school's Team London 
Young Ambassador’s Programme.  This 
programme seeks to inspire young people 
across London to volunteer and make a 
positive impact in their school and local 
community; and staff and students have put 
their energy and talents to support the 
Movember Charity, an annual event that 
encourages growing a moustache in 
November to raise awareness of male health 
conditions such as prostate cancer, testicular 
cancer and men's suicide with the overall 
goal of decreasing the disparity between 
male and female life expectancy. 

Once again, The Compton School 
achieved fantastic exam results in the 
summer.  Our consistently high exam results 
has led to our school being selected to 
participate in the Growing the Top: Stand out 
Schools project, an honour extended to only 
24 schools in the country. The objective of 
this project is to identify key characteristics of 
outstanding schools and to share this 
knowledge with other schools so that the 
wider education community benefits. On 3rd 
December 2018, five senior education 
leaders visited our school in connection with 
this project. These leaders were inspired and 
impressed at how engaged our students are 
in their education.  

Our students have generously shared their 
talents with us day in and day out. How 
impressive it was to witness our Architecture 
Club students working alongside the award 
winning Architecture Company, NEON to 
transform the concourse area.   

Key Stage 3 students gave of their acting 

talents in the Drama Showcases and 
impressed us with some stunning 
performances. Our talented singers and 
musicians also inspired us during the End of 
Year Concert.  Perhaps the best testament to 
generosity is whether our students continue 
to give once they have graduated.  I can say 
they most definitely do!  Ex-Year 13 students 
returned to the Year 13 Graduation Evening 
on 18th December to share their experiences 
about university life, employment and 
adventures.  Our current Year 11 and 13 
students are giving it their all, working hard 
and exhibiting great maturity to ensure that 
they succeed in the summer. Their conduct 
during the mock examination period was 
exemplary and I am sure that they will use 
the feedback given to them to further 
improve.  

The term drew to a close with our uplifting 
celebration assemblies, where students were 
congratulated for outstanding commitment to 
their studies, participation in extra-curricular 
activities and perfect attendance. A very 
special thank you to our staff, teachers and 
support staff, who give their time selflessly to 
our students. I would also like to thank Year 
11 prefects for all of their support with Year 7 
forms and general support around the 
school.  

And finally, we say farewell to Stefan 
Groves (Science), who is returning to 
Australia and to Kezia Janks (Year 11 
Manager) who is going on maternity leave. 
We wish them both well. 

I wish you and your families a very happy 
holiday and best wishes for 2019.  

Ann Marie Mulkerins 
Headteacher
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Ann Marie Mulkerins

Message from the Chair of  Governors 
Dear Parents 

Looking back across 2018 we were very pleased with the 
performance of the students at both GCSE and at A Level – a great 
credit to the individual students, their teachers and the entire staff at The 
Compton. Securing the ability of the school to sustain this excellence lies 
at the core of the work of the Governing Body. Good people and proper 
funding are the two key pillars of this. So we were delighted to welcome 

two new parent governors on to the governing team -  Tuku Banerji  and Gary Payne and 
also Jack Gurdon from the teaching staff. Also our thanks and gratitude to our ‘retiring’ 
governors – Caroline Reid and Vicky Cran. The other key element is securing adequate 
long-term funding for the school, especially in relation to staff recruitment, so we have been 
working closely with Ann Marie Mulkerins, to lobby Mike Freer MP and Nick Gibbs MP, the 
Schools Minister, to bring our concerns to their attention. This work continues to be a top 
priority and will continue in to 2019. In the meantime on behalf of the Governing Body let 
me wish you all a happy Christmas and New Year.  

Howard Davies, Chair of Governors   
chairofgovernors@thecompton.org.uk

Information from the Headteacher



Artsmark Gold Award: Two years in the making 
We were delighted this term to be awarded Artsmark Gold Award. Artsmark is the creative quality standard for schools, 

accredited by the Arts Council England. The arts departments at The Compton have worked for two years to review and develop 

our arts provision to work towards the newly launched Artsmark with a focus on introducing Arts Award, enabling student 

leadership opportunities, increasing collaboration between arts departments and engaging in successful arts based projects with 

our feeder primary schools as well as with professional artists and arts organisations.  

The panel commended The Compton on our ‘excellent practice and advocacy of the 
arts’. Congratulations to the students who are completing their Arts Award projects this 

term and thank you to the staff who have contributed to this award, which recognises 

their exceptional work with our students.  
Zoe Merritt, Assistant Headteacher 
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AWARDS AND WINNERS  

Celebrating the Achievers of 
Summer 2018 

Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 7 

Aorela Avdijaj, Siyana Degamia, Joe Goodman-Spears,  

Alice Murray, Harry Ng, Aleksi Nikolov, Prem Pankhania,  

Gwen Rico, Isabel Schmidt  

Silver: Biravin Jeevanantham, Harrison Radnedge, Kitty Moir 

Gold: Irtiqa Bhimani, Diyan Halai, Ankit Shah, Yasmin Wilson                                                                                                       

Year 12 Subject Awards 

Ardela Abdiaj (Economics); Sadia Akhtar (Sociology);         

Anne-Marie Andonov (Psychology);  

Cosmin Avadanei (BTEC Business): Ali Barzenji (Geography);  

Aleksandra Borkowska (Drama); George Burnell (Politics);  

Teo Canmetin (Textiles); Danielle Cass (Physical Education); 

Josephine Chadwick (Chemistry);  

Sofia Dellamura (Further Maths); Hannah Dembina (Biology); 

Priyanka Depala (Maths); Paul Jenkins (French);  

Greta Malec (History);  

Awo Mahamed (Religion, Philosophy and Ethics);  

Charlotte Moran (Health & Social Care);  

Ellen Mortimer (English Language/Literature);  

Sahil Nakrani (Graphics); Niki Petkov (Physics);  

Aran Phul (Computer Science);  

Florentina Ramadani (English Literature); Hannah Rot (Art); 

Cavern Taylor (Business Studies);  

Li Jun Wan (Accounting and Finance) 

Academic Excellence Award 

Shivani Patel; Nat Swartland

Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 8 

Sarena Dadkhah, Thohed Rahman,  

Maria Helena Sanz Sanchez-Mariscal,                    

Silver: Asha Horbacki, Natalie Patel, Connie Pearson,  

Zara Russel, Emily Shah, Arya Tshering 

Gold: Housseina Jibril, Ashraf  Miah, Tommy Osborne,  

Marven Praisoody, Tom Robel, Rohan Vara, William Yao                                                                                                            

Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 9 
Natalie Chu, Amber Fitzsimons, Tenshi Nelson, Simona Nenova, 

Constantin Vlasi         
Silver: Ido Insler, Koen Chung, Ashagan Rasanayagam,  

Milan Waghela   
Gold: Naomi Carvatchi, Caleb Chan, Tanya Chi, Mihir Depala, 

Ivana Ignatova, Atrina Novinfard, Kenn Yamaguchi                                                          

Headteacher’s Award Winners - Year 10  

        Nicole Cass, Jack Crosby, Isabella Dickson       

Silver: Samaneh Aranji, Lily Archer, Kheira Bendjahene, Bibi 

Hanifa Farid, Zuzanna Hartlieb, Arek Karpa, Hannah Middleton, 

Amanda Rusta 

Gold: Shahar Koren, Albert Mock, Carla Neto, Joe Pear, Samir 

Sedaoui, Rafi Shaikh, Mishel Stefanova, Olivia Wood                                                 

Congratulations to all these students whose efforts and hard work last term have been recognised through The Compton School’s Award system

Teacher training with The Compton SCITT Partnership
Applications are open for teacher training courses starting in 

September 2019 and The Compton SCITT Partnership is looking 

for candidates to join our outstanding Initial Teacher Training (ITT) 

programme (Ofsted 2017). 

The Compton SCITT has been training student teachers for five 

years and is well established in producing excellent outcomes. 

One hundred percent of our trainees have secured employment 

and have embarked on a most fantastic and rewarding career. 

This year we have 39 trainees following both School Direct 

Salaried and Training Route programmes in Primary and 

Secondary schools across north London. 

Our trainee teachers learn alongside The Compton SCITT's 

outstanding staff all year before qualifying as teachers. Senior 

teachers from The Compton School and across the partnership, 

who are working on national programmes of education and 

regularly training teachers from across the UK, deliver first class 

training in school each week. This ensures our trainees are 

receiving the best and most current education and theory practice. 

Our strap line states that “trainees will receive an immersive 

training programme where they are working alongside 
outstanding teachers with current and relevant experience.” 

We believe that our school-based route to qualified teacher 

status offers candidates an in-depth opportunity to work in a 

systematic, sustained way.  From September 2019 all trainees will 

be offered an additional PGCE qualification alongside gaining 

Qualified Teacher Status. 

Above all, we are committed to delivering a first class ‘hands on’ 

training programme that will provide trainees with the foundations 

for an outstanding career in teaching. 

If you, a family member or friend are interested in teaching we 

would love to hear from you. 

Contact: 020 8368 1783 Twitter @ComptonSCITT;  
Nikos Methenitis, Senior Teaching School Administrator, 
nikos.methenitis@thecompton.org.uk  
Alexia Georgopoulos, Teaching School Administrator,    
alexia.georgopulos@thecompton.org.uk 

Nikos Methenitis 
Senior Teaching School Administrator
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Art and Photography in Focus

A select group of Year 8 and 

Year 9 students have been 

participating in an architecture 

project with a company called 

NEON in association with 

artsdepot. These students 

have become ‘agents for 

change’ for their school 

environment and through 

discussion decided to make 

changes in the largest 

communal space in the school; 

the concourse.  

The changes are intended to  

enhance both the comfort and 

the visual effect of the space; 

the chairs would be adorned 

with cushions while vinyl 

stickers would be applied to the 

large windows over the student 

entrance. These stickers would 

portray plants and leaves to 

give the concourse a more 

natural aesthetic.  

The students also elected to 

focus on making wayfinding 

within the school easier and 

more accessible to people who 

may need it, such as new 

students or visitors. The 

discussions about how this 

option would be achieved are 

still in progress – watch this 

space!  

Having identified the 

changes they wished to make, 

the students prepared a 

presentation in order to 

convince the Senior 

Leadership Team. They did 

amazingly well and their 

audience was very impressed!

To start off the year, KS3 Art Club used 
their art skills to create some work for 
Biology Week. Taking inspiration from 
magnified images of cells they painted on 
silk that had been mounted onto a circular 
frame. The end result resembled petri 
dishes with bacteria growing inside.  

Once Biology week was done and 
dusted, we moved on to tonal portraits. 

Working from photographs and using a 
grid system the students began to 
complete a portrait of either themselves or 
another member of the group. The grid 
system made accurately drawing the 
features of the face much easier. The 
resulting portraits show accurate 
proportion and good use of tone.  

IN COLLABORATION WITH NEON AND ARTSDEPOT 

Space invaders infiltrate the concourse

Black History Month Art Competition 
Year 9 students were set a challenge; to create 

an artwork that tied in with the Black History Month 

celebrations. The students had the freedom to 

choose the medium they wanted to work in and we 

received compositions in a great range of styles 

and materials! From tonal drawings to collage 

works and paintings – a huge number of students 

submitted very high quality work. These  were 

exhibited in the reception space of the school, 

allowing everyone - teachers, students and visitors 

- to see the beautiful artworks!

Portraits and petri dishes

Adam Inglis 
Art Technician
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Congratulations to all Year 9 Food 

students who have entered work into the 

Tunnock's Teacake Challenge. The Food 

Teachers Centre has challenged 

students to produce a plate with a focus 

on presentation of a Tunnock's Teacake. 

They are looking for the most stunning 

plate created. Marks will be given for 

creativity, presentation skills and adding 

balance to the plate. Ms Binns will be 

entering the work to the Food Teachers 

Centre. Watch this space for further 

news... If you would like to see more 

entries please check our Instagram feed. 
Josephine Binns 

Head of D&T 

D&T Club has been rather successful this term with all Key 

Stage 3 students. Students were given a variety of activities to 

take part in, from drawing famous buildings to creating products 

under strict time limits. This term we even joined the Science 

Department during Biology week, when students learned about 

the importance of yeast and how the biological agent works in a 

practical way. Next term we look forward to designing and making 

our very own board games. If you are interested in this please 

come and see Ms Binns in G7.  

Don't forget that Mr Pearce is offering Guild Ball Club on 

Wednesdays too.  

Josephine Binns 
Head of Design & Technology

Design and Technology
Presenting...the Tunnock’s Tea Cake!

Creative and collaborative learning 

Follow us on Twitter @TheComptonDT and on Instagram @TheComptonDTdept
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Drama - Act I, Scene I
On 20th September 2018, A Level 

Drama students participated in a workshop 

with the Old Vic Theatre Company as part 

of their schools programme.  The Compton 

has been chosen as one of 40 schools 

across London to take part. This involves 

us seeing four productions and being 

involved in four workshops with the Old Vic 

throughout the year all for free!  

This amazing opportunity meant that we 

were able to see the new hip hop musical 

Sylvia based on the suffragette movement. 

Despite a very long evening (three hours 

and 15 minutes!), students thoroughly 

enjoyed the energetic and up to date take 

on a historical event and were able to write 

about this as part of their exam 

preparation. The next show that we will be 

seeing is A Christmas Carol in the new 

year 
Sarah Tunnadine 

Head of Drama

Eight Key Stage 5 students completed 

their Gold Arts Award in Drama in 

October. They had been working on this 

for a year. This included researching 

practitioners, sharing knowledge of an 

Arts issue, working with practitioners to 

develop their performance skills, 

leadership and experience of live theatre 

as well as creating and organising their 

own workshop. All students passed and 

received a certificate which will go 

towards their UCAS application.  

Six Key Stage 4 students completed 

their Bronze Arts Award in Drama in 

October also. They had been working on 

this for six months. The work included 

students responding to live theatre, 

sharing a performance skill and being part 

of a show.  

All students thoroughly enjoyed the 

process and worked really hard to 

achieve this prestigious recognition. Well 

done to all involved! 
Sarah Tunnadine 

Head of Drama

Hip Hop Sylvia at The Old Vic for free!

On Wednesday, 10th 
October the Year 13 
Drama students embarked 
on an epic day of theatre! 
We were fortunate to be 
given free tickets to see the 
West End transfer of the 
Young Vic’s production of 
Matthew Lopez’s The 
Inheritance, directed by 
Stephen Daldry. The play 
is in two parts and so we 
watched the matinee 
performance of part one 
and then returned to the 
theatre in the evening to 
see part two.  

Taking place in New 
York, The Inheritance 
follows the generation after 
the AIDS crisis, examining 
what life is like for gay men 
in the 21st century. 
Presenting the stories of a 
group of young, ambitious 
men, the play has been 
compared to Tony 
Kushner’s epic Angels in 
America and EM Forster’s 
novel Howard’s End.  
Many thanks to the 
Mousetrap Foundation for 

the free tickets and well 

done to our Year 13s who 

watched seven hours of 

theatre in one day!  

Following is an extract 

from Arjan Arenas’ review 

of the play:  

Perhaps the most 
important theme of         
The Inheritance was 
storytelling: each of the 
main characters had an 
aim of telling their 
individual story. The first 
scene sees the friendship 
group of the main 
characters sitting in a 

creative writing class 
struggling to write their 
stories. As they begin to 
cooperate to write one 
story together, the main 
body of the play unfolds, 
with the characters 
narrating it throughout and 
at times intervening to give 
themselves as (characters 
in this play-within-a-play) 
advice. This results in a 
unique work of theatrical 
meta-fiction which 
effectively maintained the 
audience’s interest. 

Zoe Merritt 
Assistant Headteacher

Seven hours of theatre in one day 

Gold and Bronze Arts 

Awards for Drama students
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Drama - Act I, Scene II

A Very Very Very Dark Matter 

Key Stage 5 Drama students went to see A Very 
Very Very Dark Matter at the Bridge Theatre, by 
Tower Bridge. The show was weird and wonderful 
and it was great to see Jim Broadbent live and also to 
watch a play by the iconic playwright Martin 
McDonagh. 

 Sarah Tunnadine , Head of Drama 

Muddy Choir 
Year 9 and 10 Drama students had the pleasure of 

watching Theatre Centre perform Muddy Choir at the 
Compton School in November. The play was about 
three men in a trench in WW1 and the relationships 
between them. The show and the fantastic actors  left 
the students with a lot to comment on and question 
during a Q&A session around the life of an actor and 
the process of creating the performance. 

Verity Balcombe, 2i/c Drama 

This year, Year 8 and 9 combined their 

talent, creativity and a whole lot of 

enthusiasm to produce an engaging and 

funny modern take on Shakespeare’s 

beloved comedy, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. Students worked in groups to 

adapt and perform their scenes, bringing 

this classic tale of mistaken identity and 

magic into a slightly more relatable era. 

Miss Balcombe and Miss Longden were 

very impressed with their commitment and 

the skills they brought to each rehearsal 

and hope they are proud of what they 

achieved in such a short time – we have 

real talent in our KS3 students and hope to 

see many of them in future productions!                                                             
Amy Longden 

3i/c English 
The exciting new talents in Year 7 have 

worked tirelessly and collaboratively 

together to produce an imaginative 

devised and scripted performance piece 

inspired by the concept of ‘re-winding 

time.’  Their performance brings together 

a range of performative styles including 

scenes from the past in a historical 

setting, scenes set in a future as well as 

funny informercials and memories to 

create a collage of funny, fast-paced and 

at times off-the-wall and very entertaining 

scenes! Miss Moore and Miss Harvey 

were extremely proud of the sheer 

unwavering commitment, passion, raw 

talent and imagination that students have 

brought to this production. We are very 

excited to see how our Year 7 Drama Club 

progresses with such a rich mix of 

creativity and performance abilities 

attending the group each week.                           
Louisa Harvey 

Drama SCITT

Re-working Shakespeare and re-winding time

Design workshop at the Donmar Warehouse
On 1st  November, the 

Drama department 

organised for nine Year 

12 students to go to The 

Donmar Warehouse to 

complete a design 

workshop.  The following 

is what one of the 

students enjoyed about it 

the most: 

 I found this experience 
highly informative and 
enjoyable as it allowed 
us to explore a multitude 
of design elements to help further our understanding of our component 
three exam criteria. I personally enjoyed the part of the workshop when we 
had to express our emotions using paper, this showed how through design 
we are able to create meaningful and impacting pieces of theatre. Asal 
Malekinia  

Verity Balcombe 

2i/c Drama 

At the time of going to print, the 

Drama department and 30 

students in Year 7 were very 

excited about their upcoming trip to 

see Dick Whittington at the Lyric 

Hammersmith Theatre. There are 

so many students in the year group 

who are committed to Drama and 

it’s great for some of them to be 

able to enjoy a live theatre 

performance which promises to be 

the usual mix of live music, crazy 

characters, awesome adventure, 

singing, dancing, villainous baddies and heroic goodies with a little bit of 

feline flavour chucked in for good measure. 

Verity Balcombe  
2i/c Drama

Dick Whittington, live, for Year 7
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The Compton School Sixth Form
A Level Success 2018 

We were delighted with this year’s set of A Level results, with a large number of 
students achieving top grades. Over half of our students achieved A*-B grades and 
around one fifth achieved A*-A. It is very rewarding to see students we have worked with 
over the last two years now head off to the Universities or careers of their choices. 

We would like to say a huge well done to all our Year 13 students and wish them all the 
best as they start preparing for the next exciting stage of their careers. 

Below are some of the result highlights along with what the students are doing now: 

Lara  A*, A*, A, B English - University of Cambridge 
Cate A*, A*, A Maths - University of Bristol 
Gabriella A*, A*, A Degree Apprenticeship with Mondelez  
Zoe  A*, A*, A Mathematics - UCL 
Sophia A*, A*, A English - University of Warwick 
Vivien A, A, A Law - Gap Year 
Athena A, A, A Neuroscience - University of Leicester  
Joshua A*, A, B Maths - University of Birmingham 
Livvy A*, A, B English - University of Exeter 
Alex A, A, B History- Gap Year 
Jordan A, A, B International Relations - University of York 
Carlota A, A, B Anthropology - SOAS University of London 
Lucy A, A, B English - University of York 
Amaan A, A, B International Development- University of Sussex 
George A, A, B Computer Science - University of York 
Dillon A, A, B Chemistry - University of Warwick  
Nikhyl A*, A, C Maths - University of Birmingham 
Harry  A*, A, C Drama - Gap Year 
Mariqua A*, B, B Biomedicine - University of East Anglia 

NOTE TO PARENTS OF YEAR 13:  
UCAS Application deadline

The final deadline for submission of 
UCAS applications to school, is Friday, 
4th January 2019. Please ensure your 
child has uploaded their personal 
statement, paid and sent their application 
in by this date. Please be aware that 
once your child submits their application 
it is sent to the school. The school will 
then check for any amendments and 
send back to the student if necessary. 
Once statements have been approved, 
the school will upload the students 
predicted grades and reference and 
make the final submission to UCAS by 
the official UCAS deadline of Tuesday 
15th January 2019.  

Thank you for all of your support 
throughout the UCAS process. We look 
forward to hearing about all the offers 
received. 

Zekiye Kubilaye,  
Sixth Form Administrator

Life after The Compton School: Where are they now?
Lara is now studying for a 

Degree in English at the 

University of Cambridge. Her A 

Level Subjects (with grades) 

were: Psychology - A*; English 

Language and Literature - 

A*;Chemistry - A; Fine Art - B. 

Her Sixth Form involvement 

included: 

• Extended Project Qualification 

(gaining a grade A)  

• Aiming Higher Group  

• Masterclasses at Oxford and 

Cambridge.  

What Lara had to say: 

Doing the Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) helped me 
understand what it was like to 
do independent research and 

essay writing. The EPQ 
enabled me to see if I was 
suited to university and helped 
me prepare. Visiting 
universities helped me make 
informed decisions and I could 
see what life was like by 
speaking to students. 

All my teachers at The 
Compton School helped me to 
develop further understanding 
in my subjects, encouraged me 
to get involved on a deeper 
level and to contribute rather 
than just focus on getting good 
grades. Talking to my English 
teachers on a one to one basis 
made me think that attending 
Oxbridge would be an amazing 
opportunity and that allowed 
me to pursue that route.  

Gabriella is doing a Degree 

Apprenticeship with Mondelez 

International, with a Business 

Management Degree (one of 

only three places offered in the 

country). Her A Level Subjects 

were: English Language and 

Literature - A*; Psychology - A*; 

Business Studies - A. 

Her Sixth Form involvement 

included 

• Head Girl 

• The Young Enterprise Challenge 

• Exposure Magazine 

What Gabriella had to say: 

I got the chance to 
participate in amazing 
opportunities like the Young 
Enterprise Challenge where I 
was managing director of our 
small start-up company. For 
the Exposure Magazine I wrote 
articles on topics I was 
interested in such as mental 
health. I also represented the 
school as Head Girl, a role I am 
extremely proud of. 

It's not often an individual 
can say that they enjoyed 
school, but my time at 
Compton was full of positive 
memories that never fail to put 
a smile on my face! I truly 

believe that these 
opportunities, along with the 
ongoing support from all 
teachers and staff, have 
brought me to where I am 
today. The passion and 
enthusiasm teachers have in 
their subjects is infectious. It 
always created a further drive 
and motivation to engage in 
lessons.  

Josh is now doing a Degree in  

Maths at the University of 

Birmingham. At A Level, he 

studied: Maths - A*; Further 

Maths - A’ 
Jonathan McDonnell 

Director of Sixth form



Our Year 12 Induction trip this year was to Thorpe Park. The aim 
of the trip was to help our new Year 12 students get to know each 
other through team work. At The Compton Sixth Form we aim to 
build a strong community ethos where students can work together 
and support one another.  

The day proved to be very enjoyable and it was built around 
working together in teams to face challenges set by the Sixth Form 
Team.  Students showed amazing perseverance and aptitude 
during the course of the day in tracking down staff in the park who 
held clues, and completing tasks such as taking a team photo on 
the teacup ride. Congratulations and a huge well done to Ruby, 
Callie and Kiyan who came in 1st place and Zuzia, Fatma, Sena, 

Saloni, Rebecca, Kauthar and 
Alexandra who were a very 
close second. Aside from 
completing the challenges, 
students were able to benefit 
from the off peak season by 
going on every ride.  All in all, a 
wonderful day.   

Vicky Cran 
Year 12 Pastoral Leader
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The Christmas holiday period is an opportunity for students to speak to family members, 

friends, neighbours and other adults they may know to enquire about work experience 

opportunities. Students have been provided with further resources and support to obtain a 

suitable work experience placement during tutorial time term and will be tracked closely over the 

coming months. The deadline for securing a placement will be Friday, 1st February 2019. 

We would ask parents to please encourage your son/daughter to allocate some time to active 

networking and to research organisations they may like to approach. To support students in this, 

we have placed a folder of resources on Firefly, under Sixth Form Careers - Work Experience.  
Dominique Doyle 

Careers and Study Support 

Year 12 Work Experience Reminder

Year 12 identify their employability skills

Year 13 Safe 
Drive - Stay Alive 

Students attended an Employability Day in 

November, delivered by Young Enterprise staff 

and employer representatives from companies 

including HSBC and Santander.  

The day's activities focused on enabling 

students to identify and promote their 

employability skills to potential employers. The 

event was timed to provide students with 

intensive support with finding a work 

experience placement, in addition to preparing 

them for any part-time jobs they might be 

applying for. Students were provided with a 

detailed booklet on the day, which should prove 

a useful resource for them to use in the coming 

months. 
Dominique Doyle 

Careers and Study Support

On Thursday, 29th November, 

Year 13 students were invited to 

the artsdepot to watch a live 

event called Safe Drive, Stay 
Alive. The event was run in 

partnership with London local 

authorities, London Ambulance 

and Fire Service, the Metropolitan 

Police and TfL. This gave 

students an insight into what is 

needed in order to stay safe 

whilst on London’s roads and 

what the consequences could be 

as a result of unsafe driving. With 

testimonies from first response 

professionals and members of 

the public directly affected by 

road traffic collisions, it was 

designed to make the audience 

aware of the tragedy and 

suffering a road traffic crash can 

cause. It was aimed at their age 

group as a lot of our students are 

either driving, learning to drive or 

are passengers in cars driven by 

their peers. Students found the 

experience enlightening, hard-

hitting and in parts emotional, 

provoking a greater awareness of 

safety on the road. 

Errin Keefe 
Year 13 Pastoral Leader

The Compton School Sixth Form
Challenging and fun: Year 12 induction trip to Thorpe Park
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ENGLISH, LITERACY AND LEARNING 

Reading, writing and imagination
Word millionaires 

As part of our Accelerated 

Reader scheme each time a 

student reads and quizzes on a 

book, the program captures the 

number of words read. Over time 

this word count builds up and some 

students reach a total of one 

million words or more, awarding 

them the prestigious title of ‘word 

millionaire’ and a small prize. As 

we go to press we already have 

eight millionaires and two multi-

millionaires; well done to Alex R 

and Kimi (multi-millionaires) and 

Josiane, Rohan, Driana, 

Samieudeen, Tahleel, Ibrahim, 

Oskar K and Nam. 

Reading targets 
and prizes 

All books in the LRC have been 

allocated a number of Accelerated 

Reader points based on their 

length, typically from 0.5-30+. 

Each term we set students in Key 

Stage 3 a target for the number of 

points they should attain, based on 

their reading ability. All students 

who reach their targets are 

automatically entered into a draw 

to win a prize, which this term is a 

Kindle! 

Chess - a life skill 
Chess is played all over the 

world and can help you develop 

numerous skills including strategic 

thinking, concentration, adaptation 

and visualization. Our lunchtime 

chess drop-in sessions in the LRC 

are proving very popular, with 

students across all year groups 

playing against each other in 

friendly (but competitive!) way. 

Budding players can attend these 

sessions in the conference room 

any lunchtime apart from when 

teacher training is taking place. 

There is also a new chess club on 

Mondays after school in MG2 

which is run by Mr Janner-

Klausner 

Natalia Marshall 
Learning Resource Manager

Debate Mate gets off to a great start!

Year 7 and 10 pair up for reading

One drawing a day for Inktober

Whodunnit? Students review murder mystery 

Recently our students 

participated in the Debate 

Mate Launch which took 

place at The Emmanuel 

Centre in West London. 

Students were able to hear a 

live debate and gained a 

better understanding of the 

programme.  As a ‘warm up’, 

students began debating 

whether or not capital 

punishment should be 

reintroduced in the UK. This 

proved to be quite a 

contentious debate and 

brought forth an impressive 

repertoire of persuasive 

skills from our students; 

opinions were divided and 

the debate was fierce. In 

other instances, students 

were asked to debate for the 

opposing view which 

challenged not only their 

own positions but how they 

would articulate their 

opinions. An example of one 

such debate was the 

‘everybody should be a 

vegan’ debate. This debate 

really piqued the interest of 

all students who were 

passionate in expressing 

their diverse views. These 

debates are a great way for 

our students to hear 

opposing opinions, practice 
the art of persuasion, learn 
how to listen as well as how 
to respond, and first and 
foremost, engage in an 
intellectual discourse. 
Debate Mate is a great way 
for young people to learn the 
art of rebuttal and logical 
thinking and our students 
represented The Compton 
School highly successfully in 
their most recent trip. We are 
looking forward to more 
inter-school debates and 
competitions in the coming 
terms.  

Brittany Turner 
Acting Head of English

Our Paired Reading Scheme is off to a 

flying start, with a fabulous team of Year 10 

volunteers buddying up with a group of Year 

7s to support them in weekly Literacy 

sessions. Many thanks to Amber, Anthea, 

Ashagan, Bibi, Ido, Keir, Kenn, Koen, Naomi 

and Natalie for their commitment to this 

scheme. Last academic year, our Year 7 

cohort made an impressive improvement on 

their reading ages of 17 months over a 9-

month period, so this a very worthwhile 

activity. 
Natalia Marshall 

Learning Resource Manager

Several times a year Compton 

students have the opportunity to read 

and review brand-new books that are 

published on the TES website. This 

term we read Murder in the Spotlight, 
a fast-paced mystery set in a theatre 

in 1930s London, and the seventh in 

this popular series by Robin Stevens.  

Well done to Bibi M, Caitlin, Gia and 

Emma P.  Any keen writers who might 

be interested in writing a future review 

please see Ms Marshall in the LRC. 

Natalia Marshall 
Learning Resource Manager

Every October artists all over the world take on the 

Inktober challenge by doing one ink drawing a day for 

the entire month, based on a series of prompts. 

Talented artists Rafi, Emily and Zuzanna in Year 11 

are some of the students who took on this challenge, 

producing some beautiful illustrations over the course 

of the month. 
Natalia Marshall 

Learning Resource Manager
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On 27th September, The Problem 

Solving Company came into school to 

work with Year 7 students to build on their 

problem solving skills. There were 16 

challenging yet enjoyable activities laid 

around the hall which groups of students 

tackled.  

Here’s what some students had to say: 

“I liked the problem solving – it was fun 
and challenging. The puzzles were really 
creative.”Nam 

“I liked the teamwork and how positive 
people were.” Konrad 

“I liked that it was not on paper and 
boring! It was physical – Yay!” Youssouf 

Zara Ramtohul 
Mathematics Teacher

UKMT Senior Maths Challenge 

The United Kingdom Mathematics Trust Senior Maths Challenge took place on 5th November, with entrants from Years 12 and 
13.  The challenge is designed to stimulate interest in Maths and involves answering 25 multiple choice questions in one hour, under 
exam conditions.    

Well done to all the students who took part in the competition.  Participants from The Compton achieved two golds, seven silvers 
and 15 bronzes – a huge achievement! Congratulations to the following 
students who achieved certificates.   
Gold: 

Jack Kariya, Jaymin Shah 
Silver: 

Kacper Laskowski, Bardia Moradmand, Josephine Chadwick, Sofia 
Dellamura, Hannah Dembina, Annika Keshu, Nikola Petkov. 
Bronze:  

Kia Attaie, Bilal Bardou, Yashvi Depala, Zakariah Hassan, Ratko Jovanovic, 
Damon Judge, Sena Maeda, Ben Marsh, Mathimakan Nadarajah, Jenna 
Sacks, Dylan Shahidoglou, Alexander Toca, Saffron Willett, Manal Chab, 
Zachary Leibowitz. 

Special congratulations go to Jack and Jaymin who both qualified for the 
follow-on challenge, the Senior Mathematical Kangaroo.  This is a fantastic 
achievement! Good luck to you both. 

Zara Ramtohul 
Mathematics Teacher

The Compton Loves Maths
Year 7s practise their problem solving skills

BUSINESS STUDIES 
Great Doing Business With You...
Students showcase their entrepreneurial potential
Recently, four of our Year 8 students took part in the 6th annual 

Junior Entrepreneur of the Year Competition at Middlesex 

University. Our Year 8 students were up against nine other 

London schools! Their task was to come up with their own unique 

business plans for an arcade style game. 

On the day of the competition, each group was given a scenario 

and they all had three hours to prepare a business plan with the 

advice from a 'Business Guru'. After that, the group had to go out 

and get university students to pay to play their game! The primary 

aim of the challenge was to introduce students to the concept of 

entrepreneurship and get them thinking about business, 

enterprise and their future options. Furthermore, the students got 

to keep all the profit they made on the day! 

Well done to Ankit, Diyan, Emma and Freddie  for a fantastic 

effort and for making a bit of money on the side! They showed 

evidence of real entrepreneurial skills and qualities! 

        Huseyin Tozanoglu  
Business Studies
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Geography field notes

Miss Khanom, alongside two Year 13 

students Arjan and George, took a one day 

visit to Auschwitz and Birkenau in Poland. 

The visit to the authentic memorial, 

consisting of two parts of the former camp, 

was organised with the Holocaust 

Educational Trust and was a very 

informative journey. 

At the crack of dawn we went to 

Stansted Airport, ready to start the long 

day ahead. We arrived at Krakow at 

9.00am and began learning about Jewish 

life in Poland, as we walked through the 

city centre. Auschwitz was shocking; it is 

one thing to read about the piles of 

children's shoes and the two metric tons of 

human hair but to actually see them was 

almost unbearable. The cruelty and 

sadism that took place in the prison block 

defies belief and we all left block 11 feeling 

genuinely upset. 

The experience was harrowing and the 

feeling of walking the path where 

thousands took their last footsteps remains 

with you with every footfall you make.  

Both Arjan and George were incredibly 

mature. Arjan was selected as one of the 

readers to commemorate the lives lost. 

To conclude the trip we lit candles after 

the Rabbi gave a thought provoking 

speech about the sheer horror of the past 

and what we can do to stand together 

against such atrocities.  

One particular message that came 

across was that we are all victims of some 

form of oppression whether this be 

internally or externally. The Rabbi 

instructed us to pick up our phone and 

message someone letting them know why 

we appreciate and love them. This part of 

the speech truly bought tears to your eyes.  

I would definitely recommend visiting, 

but be prepared to be deeply affected by it. 

Zaynab Khanom 
History/RE Teacher

HISTORY 

Learning from times gone by

John Flanagan 
Head of Geography

Emotional trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau 

On 13th November, Ido, Keir, Koen and 

Natalie, Year 10, all went to participate in 

the World Wise quiz. 

It was a difficult contest and  we were up 

against some very tough competition, 

which also included private schools, but we 

managed 5th place overall.  

We had prepared very hard leading up to 

the day of the competition. It was a very 

exciting experience and we got to see what 

it was like to work as a team, under lots of 

pressure.  

We are proud that we got to participate in 

this event as we learnt a lot more about 

Geography from the whole experience. 

Natalie Chu 

Sixth Formers enjoy Royal 
Geographical Society Lecture 

Sixth Form Geography Students 

attended a lecture at the Royal 

Geographical Society in South 

Kensington. The lecture covered how 

we respond to natural hazards around 

the world. Ali Barzenji in year 13 said 

“It was an incredible atmosphere 
being in the grand lecture theatre, it 
has made me excited for lectures at 
University next year”.

As 2018 draws to a close, Eco Club have been working towards making the school one 

that does not use any single use plastics. So far, we have given assemblies to staff to first 

get them aware of what our plan is. We are working hard to get all students and teachers 

to sign our plastic pledge, which is to ban all single use plastics in the school. We hope 

that by doing this it will show that the whole school would like a change. 

In the start of next term we shall be giving assemblies to different year groups to get 

them just as involved. After assemblies we shall get other students to sign our plastic 

pledge. We hope that in doing this we can persuade the school to ban and stop the amount 

of single use plastic that is being thrown away on a daily basis within our school. 

Natalie Chu 

Eco Club targets single use plastics in school

World Wise quiz kids



In this term, the school has selected charity 

leaders from a variety of different year groups 

and we have had our first Charity Day which 

was the Poppy Appeal.  It was huge success. 

Additionally we would like to say a massive 

thank you to everyone for your support and for 

buying poppies. Posters were made, 

presentations were given and displays were 

created to raise awareness of the Poppy 

Appeal.  Also World’s AIDS Day took place in 

school on Friday 30th November to help those 

who are diagnosed with HIV and to raise 

awareness. We publicized Children in Need 

across the school, raising awareness of local 

fundraising events in Barnet and how 

students can get involved in raising money! 

13

Who knows anymore. In the month of November the 
Compton School staff returned to the glory days of yore and 
once again united to support the charity of Movember raising 
as much money and awareness as possible to address some 
of the biggest health issues faced by men: prostate cancer, 
testicular cancer, mental health and suicide.  

Scaramouche, Scaramouche, can you do the Fandango? I 
think the staff at school proved, through their inadequate but 
highly comical miming and dancing, that they can indeed do 
the fandango. Whilst the video was hilarious and some of 
moustaches were down right disturbing, the video was 
received extremely well by all and The Compton School 
managed to raise £1423 which is just Figaro, magnifico. 

Many thanks to all of those involved in the filming,  
acting/dancing (if you can call it that) and to all those who took 
the time to donate to the very worthy cause. If you still haven't 
seen the video, go and have a look on Youtube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeL_HKnTLw8 and if you 
would still like to donate to the cause please follow the link: 
https://uk.movember.com/team/2244969    

Adam McDonnell 
SENDCO 

SOCIAL, MORAL, SPIRITUAL AND CULTURE 

Charity begins at...The Compton School

Is this the real life? Is this just fantasy?

Thought of the week 
Thought of the week is shown 

once a week during PDT and 

teaches us more about culture. 

Examples of some of our previous 

thoughts of the week have 

included Leonardo da Vinci 

reflecting on accomplishment; The 

Diwali festival; Michelle Obama on 

the importance of education.  

Students are encouraged to 

reflect on questions in relation to 

their everyday life. The thought of 

the week also links to the LEARN 

DNA. 

Anti-bullying week 
A few weeks ago, The Compton 

School was looking at the issue of anti-

bullying. We specifically looked at cyber 

bullying which is a form of bullying or 

harassment using electronic devices 

such as a computer, mobile phone or 

tablet; this is also known as online 

bullying. It has become increasingly 

common, especially among teenagers in 

secondary school. We have 

concentrated on how to prevent 

harassment, humiliation and threats. 

Each tutor has explained to us, the 

dangers and harmful effects of cyber 

bullying. We have had a great time 

exploring and knowing the 

consequences of bullying.  

Follow us on twitter 

@thecomptonSMSC for updates on our 

activities 

Shambavi Nadarajah and Vlera Gara 

Charity Leaders help raise awareness

John Flanagan, SMSC Coordinator

Year 8s give generously

A massive thank you to all Year 7s who helped 8T raise awareness for Chipping 

Barnet Food Bank as a part of the First Give competition which all Year 8s are 

participating in. We are incredibly thankful for all the donations of food. We will be 

delivering them soon. Best of luck to all Year 8 forms next term...  
Josephine Binns 

Head of D&T

Thunderbolt and lighting, very, very frightening. 



Vocal group harmonies and hard work bring music to our ears
It takes a special sort of a 

student to give up their Friday 

afternoon for a club - but this is 

exactly what a number of 

dedicated students have been 

doing every week this term!   

Our school Vocal Group 

worked hard to prepare songs 

for The Compton Christmas 

Concert.  The group started out 

small but grew steadily in 

numbers over the term.  They 

chose their own repertoire at 

the beginning of term and 

learned the songs in three-part 

harmony - no small task - with 
some students selected to sing 
a solo part.   

Congratulations to group 
members for their dedication 
throughout the term and well 
done for the Christmas 
Concert, on Tuesday, 11th 
December, where all the hard 
work paid off!  We are looking 
forward to having you all back 
after the holidays to start 
singing something new 
together.   

Katie Padilla-Jones  
2i/c Music  
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Music, Maestro, Please

From 8th to 12th October, students and staff enjoyed 

celebrating Biology week. Thanks to the Art and D&T departments 

for joining in with beautiful silk paintings of cells and a scientific 

investigation of yeast!  Many students had their first opportunity to 

take part in a dissection - with gooey eyeballs yielding up their 

secrets. The week was also the culmination of the first half term of 

Biology STEM club as students checked their cloned cauliflower, 

seeds and cuttings - thanks to the green fingered training of Ms 

Stang-Lord.  
Dr Jane Yates  

2i/c Sicence 

Exploding film canisters, alien special 

effects and plenty of fizz were on hand to 

make sure Chemistry week went off with a 

bang this November!  

Intrepid scientists from Years 7 to 10 

joined forces to make everything from bath 

bombs and sherbert to alien blood! 

Neutralisation reactions took centre stage 

with citric acid and bicarbonate of soda 

being the ingredients of choice for fizzy 

food and bath time fun.  

Many thanks to all those who came 

along! 

Owen Simkins 
Head of Science

Science: observation, investigation and experimentation

Brilliant Biology Week

Going Crackers for Chemistry
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We had a fantastic start to the autumn term with numerous netball matches, tournaments, football fixtures both in the 
Borough and Middlesex Cup, achieving considerable success in these.  Badminton club is now extremely popular and 
many thanks to Holly Bick and Jade Hart for running this. 

Thanks to Mr Flanagan, Mr Stone and Ms Kadondo for running extremely popular cross country, boxing and dance clubs.  
These give the students many more enrichment opportunities and the PE department thoroughly appreciate your 
commitment and hard work this term. 

Snapshots of a Sporting Term

Cross Country Club

Year 8 Interform Netball winners
Year 8 Interform Football winners

The Compton School Senior Football squad

Dance taster class

Year 8 Football squad

by Nikki ChodurekSPORTS News at The Compton School - Round 1



Top: The Year 7b team who currently 
lead the Girls Football League  
Above: Barnet Netball silver 

medallists

The Compton School Sporting Hall of Fame

Congratulations to the Year 7 and the Year 8 
Sportshall Athletics Teams who competed in the 

Barnet Schools tournament at QE Girls School on 
Thursday, 22nd November. Both teams performed 
excellently in all of the events but did particularly 
well in the track events. Both teams came third 

out of seven schools, narrowly losing out to Wren 
Academy and East Barnet.  
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Amelie - scaling the heights towards Olympic gold

The Compton School 
Senior Netball team

NC: How did you first get into rock 

climbing? 

AG: My uncle lived in Chamonix and he 

used to tell me about climbing and 

enthused about it.  I thought this could be 

for me and decided to give it a go. 

NC: Where do you climb? 

AG: The Castle Climbing Centre in Stoke 

Newington 

NC: How often do you climb? 

AG: I train three times a week, three hours 

on Wednesday, two hours on Friday and 

then once on my own. 

NC: What does your training include? 

AG: I do ‘Hit’ circuits, which are different 

exercises working on different areas of the 

body.  I also do a mileage climb – for 

example 30 climbs in 30 minutes. 

NC: What are your particular strengths? 

AG: There are two types of climbing: ‘lead 

climbing’, which is climbing tall walls with 

ropes for which you need more endurance 

and stamina.  You need to be able to read 

about and assess the climb, sometimes 

hanging upside down.  The other type of 

climb is called ‘bouldering’ which has a 

short wall of about four metres and is all 

about strength and technique.  I am good 

at both of these two types of climb. 

NC: Who trains you? 

AG: I have a group coach who coaches six 

of us 

NC: What does your coach concentrate 

on? 

AG: There are various grades of climbs.  

Quality of holds, the small holds are hard 

to grip and the larger ones more easy. 

NC: What grade are you? 

AG: The grade starts from V-Beginner to 

V-10 (the hardest).  I can climb V5 to V6. 

NC: Do you take part in any competitions? 

AG: The competition season starts in 

November and ends in March.  We 

compete in circuits of climbing centres in 

London. 

NC: Have you had any particular 

successes? 

AG: Yes, I got into the finals at one of the 

centres, which I was extremely pleased 

with as it was a very tough competition. 

NC: Where else do you compete? 

AG: All over London and Brighton. 

NC: Which sporting hero inspires you? 

AG: Shauna Coxey, who is a professional 

climber and has been a World Champion. 

NC: So where do you go from here 

Amelie? 

AG: Both bouldering and lead climbing will 

be an Olympic Sport in 2024 and my aim is 

to compete for Britain in these. 

NC: That’s brilliant Amelie, we wish you all 

the very best in your future years of 

climbing. 

Continuing our series of sporting interviews, 
this term we talk to Amelie Gopaul who 
participates in Rock Climbing

Students return to school on Friday, 4th January 2019, 8.35am start (week 2) 

by Nikki ChodurekSPORTS News at The Compton School - Round 2


