
 

 

 

A-level Business Studies  
Year 11 Bridging Work  

  

This is Task 2 of your ‘Bridging work’ for Business Studies which you have chosen to take for A-level 

starting this September. This Task is designed to enhance your knowledge and understanding of 

certain key concepts but crucially to be able to apply this within a given context.  

 

 Task 2        

For this task I want you to imagine that you are working for Barclay’s 

within their Marketing department. Please visit Barclay’s website for more information about 

them as a business and the services and products they offer to consumers.   

- https://www.barclays.co.uk/  

Once you have researched Barclay’s I want you to imagine that you have been asked by your 

manager to come up with ideas on how to get more young people to take our loans from Barclay’s to 

start up their own business. In order to make this happen you will have create a Marketing Campaign 

that will persuade young people (aged between 22-35) that starting their own business is worthwhile 

and how Barclay’s can help you to do this. To get an idea of what an excellent marketing campaign 

looks like you could visit the following website  

- https://coschedule.com/blog/best-marketing-campaign-examples/  

Hopefully by looking at how other businesses have successfully created a marketing campaign that 

creates awareness and also persuade people to use the services provided by the business, you will 

be inspired to incorporate some of that within your marketing campaign for Barclay’s.  

In this hypothetical situation your manager has given you a week to come up with ideas and for you 

to present these ideas via a PowerPoint presentation that you will be delivering to him. I am not 

asking you to actually present this but I would like to see the presentation slides (approximately 6 

slides) and with as much detail on each slide as possible. Remember a marketing campaign is more 

than just advertising. It includes events, promotions, celebrity endorsements etc.  

The way I would like you to structure the presentation is as follows:  
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Slide 1  
This slide should be all about Barclay’s. They are obviously a bank but what do they specialise in? 

What services do they offer? Do they do anything else other than offer loans? What about 

overdrafts? Do they invest money for people in stocks and shares? This is where your research on 

Barclay’s would be very useful. Include images and make the slide look professional.   

Slide 2  
On this slide I want you to include information about what kind of rates Barclay’s are currently 

offering to encourage people to take out business loans e.g. what interest rates are they charging? 

Are there any other incentives they are offering for people to encourage people to take out business 

loans? Have a look at this page on their website for more information: 

https://www.barclays.co.uk/business-banking/   

On this slide I want you to identify and 

explain what Barclay’s could offer in the 

future that is even better than what they 

are offering now e.g. lower interest rates, 

longer to pay back the loan, more 

specialist guidance and advice etc. 

Imagine you wanted to start up your own 

business and needed money from a bank 

what would you want from the bank? 

That is what you should look to offer as 

part of your campaign. Once you figure 

out what the bank should offer young 

people to encourage them to take out a loan to help start up a new business then you need to think about 

how you will advertise this to people.   

Slide 3  
How can Barclay’s advertise to people what they are offering? So you need to think about as part of 

your campaign the following methods of advertising that you can use to create awareness amongst 

people that Barclay’s have great offers for people who are thinking about borrowing money to help 

start up a new business. These advertising methods include:  
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- TV advertising  

- Social media  

- Radio advertising  

- Posters  

- Billboards  

- Bus stop adverts  

- Advertising in train stations  

- Leaflets  

- Brochures  

- Personal advertising  

  

Slide 4  
How can Barclay’s promote what they are offering to persuade them to take out a loan with 

Barclay’s? This is very different to advertising. With an advert all you are doing is creating 

awareness so that 

people know what 

you are offering. 

Promoting your idea 

means giving 

incentives for you to 

take out a loan for 

example e.g. 

Barclay’s could offer 

customers free 

tickets to concerts if 

they take borrow a  

certain amount of 

money from them.  

On this slide be 

creative and really 

think about how 

other businesses use promotions as part of their marketing campaign to encourage people to use 

their business. For this it would be really useful for you to visit your local supermarket as here you 

will see hundreds of examples of promotions e.g. on a packet of Jaffa Cakes you will see they are 

running a competition that you can enter to win a prize, which has nothing to do with the product 

BUT it encourages you to buy Jaffa Cakes as a result of the competition.  



 

 

 

Slide 5  
Here I would like you to pick a celebrity you feel would be ideal in endorsing the campaign. Someone 

who can relate that this age range of people and who perhaps has experience of starting up their 

own business but also has 

appeal to the younger 

audience. Think of famous 

young entrepreneurs such 

as Kylie Jenner who 

launched Kylie Cosmetics at 

an early age. I would like 

you to choose someone 

who would fit with the 

profile of Barclay’s as a 

company and who is 

relevant to the UK 

audience.   

 

Extension task 
Given the current situation we are face concerning the Coronavirus outbreak it is important that 

companies such as Barclay’s are adapting their marketing to ensure that they continue to reach a 

wide audience and have the most impact with their advertising. As an extension task can you please 

amend and adapt your existing marketing plan so that it takes into account the effects of the virus 

and the government response to it e.g. lockdown measures. Many banks were shut and some 

branches / offices remain closed so Barclay’s would have to think of other ways to promote their 

business and reach their target audience such as more use of social media, virtual events / 

conferences, distributing email adverts. You will need to evaluate the impact of having to change 

your campaign to 

accommodate for 

the Coronavirus. Is 

it an opportunity for 

Barclay’s (as they 

will have to spend 

less on promotion 

and engage more in 

viral advertising) or 

is it a threat (this is 

because not as 

many people will 

see their campaign 

and this will result 

in less profit).  


